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PREFACE. 



'T^HE Bowdoin and Temple Papers form a portion of 
-*- the great collection of Winthrop Papers given to the 
Society under the will of our late associate Robert C. 
Winthrop, Jr., and are mainly comprised in five large 
volumes. In 189'7 a selection from them, consisting 
almost wholly of letters to or from Governor Bowdoin 
and his son-in-law Sir John Temple, during our revolu- 
tionary period, was published under the direction of a 
committeej of which Mr. Winthrop and the late Mellen 
Chamberlain were members. That volume ended with 
the year 1782, and it was thought best to defer the publi- 
cation of a second volume in order that the Society might 
print at once a selection from the Jefferson Papers given 
by Mr. Coolidge, and carry out some other plans which 
had been necessarily delayed. The preparation of the 
second part has been deferred for a longer time than 
was then anticipated ; but as only one of the original com- 
mittee is living it has been thought desirable that their 
plan should now be completed. This second and final 
volume covers the period from 1783 to 1812, closing with 
the death of the younger Bowdoin. In the earlier part 
of this period much light is thrown on the history of 
Governor Bowdoin's administration and on his successful 
efforts for the suppression of Shays's insurrection ; and 

[xiii] 
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in the later part abundant details will be found relating 
to the abortive efforts between 1806 and 1808 for the 
acquisition from Spain of East and West Florida and the 
settlement of the western boundary of Louisiana. 

In the Preface to the first part, which, with the excep- 
tion of the last paragraph, was written by Mr. Winthrop, 
some account of the different members of the Bowdoin 
family is given, but it will be convenient to add here 
a few facts connected with the younger Bowdoin's diplo- 
matic career. In November, 1804, he was nominated by 
Mr. Jefferson as minister to Madrid, and the appointment 
was at once confirmed. At that time his health was such 
as to render it inexpedient for him to go to Washington 
to receive his instructions and have a personal interview 
with the President and the Secretary of State, and this 
formality was accordingly dispensed with; but it was not 
until the end of April that he was able to embark for 
Spain. He reached Santander, on the Bay of Biscay, a 
little more than two hundred miles from Madrid, early in 
June. Here various vexations delays occurred in obtain- 
ing permission to land and proceed on his journey; and in 
the meantime he became seriously ill and was confined to 
his bed in the house of the American consul in Santander. 
Finally he decided that his health was such as to render 
it dangerous for him to go to Madrid, where he could 
not obtain the necessary medical advice, and he went to 
England. He arrived there about the end of July, and 
remained until the latter part of October, when he went 
to Paris. In March, 1806, he was joined vfith General 
Armstrong, the American minister to France, in a special 
commission to treat with Spain through the intervention ot 
France. This ill-judged measure wholly failed to produce 
the results which the administration at Washington had 
in view, and during Mr. Bowdoin's residence in Paris the 
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two ministers worked at cross-purposes and were openly- 
suspicious of each other. The ill-feeling which existed 
between them was well known at Washington, and was 
probably as well known in Paris and in Madrid; but at 
no time do Jefferson and Madison seem to have had their 
confidence in Bowdoin and their personal regard for him 
shaken. Of Armstrong's general ability there is no doubt, 
but he was utterly deficient in judgment and tact, and he 
was the victim of his own petty jealousies. His author-' 
ship of the Newburg Addresses will not be forgotten by 
any student of American history ; and his management of 
the War Department during the war of 1812 with Great 
Britain was not successful. Some years afterward, in 
September, 1822, John Quincy Adams expressed his belief 
that Armstrong was " one of the ablest writers and most 
unpriucipled men that this country had ever produced." ■ 

For the Committee, 

CHARLES C. SMITH. 

Boston, February 18, 1907. 
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BOWDOIN AND TEMPLE PAPERS. 



THOMAS POWNALL TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

KiCHMONP, Fob. 28, 83. 

Surrey. 

Mt Old Friend, — Permitt me through you to con- 
gratulate the State Massachusetts-bay on the estab- 
lishment of its SOTEREIGNTY IN POLITICAL FREEDOM; & 
may I beg of you to render acceptable to the State 
& citizens the congratulations of an Old Governor (Ul- 
tiraus Anglonim according to Charter). This address 
arises from old friendship to that people mixt with the 
profoundest reverence for the State: & I wish to express 
this sense in the most marked terms of respect. 

In congratulating the State I congratulate you a citi- 
zen participant of its sovereignty & freedom. May you 
live to see & have health to enjoy the- progress of the 
blessing. 

I consider this wonderfuU Revolution as the visible 
interposition of Divine Providence, superceeding the ordi- 
nary course of human affaires. 

. . . Qui>d proraittere nemo 
Aoderet, volveoda dies, en, attulit ultro. f 

I mean most certainly to come & see the country in its 
sovereignty & freedom. It will be a, sight worth travel- 

• For a notice of Goveraor Fownall eee the fitst part of (heu Papers, 6 Mass. Hist. 
Coll., vol. ix. p. 138 note. Heand Governor Bowdoin were frequent cotrespondents. — Eds. 
t Virgil, .d^neid, is. G. — Eds. 
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4 THE BOWDOIN AND TEMPLE PAPERS. [1783. 

ling to see. It hath pleased God to take from me every 
connexion (my allegiance excepted) which I could wish 
to hold with this my native land ; & to give me a feel of 
wishing that branch of the English nation & that country 
which shall adopt me, My Country. It hath pleased him 
to give me health & energy of spirits equall to such a 
voyage ; and I am determined to come & see it (if so 
please God) before I dye. To see the commencement 
of a great empire at its first foimdations is an object that 
no other period, no other part of the world ever since it 
was a world, could exhibit : it is an object more worthy 
the contemplation of a speculating philosopher than can 
be or ever could be seen in any other country. And to 
one who loved that country so rising empire must be a 
scene of joy not to he felt in any other view of this 
world. I wish very much & should be glad to hear from 
you on this subject. My plan is to come first to Boston, 
then to make the tour of the continent, if I find things as 
I wish, to look for some place of settlement, where I can 
be best at ease for the remainder of my dales. On this 
plan I mean to purchase in America. I could bring over 
with me (if my plan of settling takes place) a number of 
experienced farmers & usefull labourers, if they could 
be anywhere settled jointly with me. I know the nature 
of settling too well to suffer any (who take my advice) to 
go into the woods. Such emigrants as coming to you 
may make settlements usefull to your country & beneficial 
to themselves must sett down on such half- reclaimed 
lands, such half-made farms, as are called improvements. 
Are there any such to be had so as that half a dozen or ten 
families may sett down to gather upon in as many farms 
with one pretty large one adjoyning to them ? & where 
abouts will the prices of such run ? The first thing how- 
ever which I wish to be informed in is, how a traveller 
like myself, how I myself would be received, and whether 
permitted to travel with the same liberty that one may 
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1788.] TUOMAS POWNALL. 

in Europe ? Whether a traveller of this description must 
not expect to meet with suspicions & jealousies & the 
effect of old grudges to us Englishmen ? Whether one 
must not expect to experience many occasions of humili- 
ating treatment that would destroy all pleasure in & 
obstruct all advantage to be derived from such a philo- 
sophic journey ? It will be impossible that I could 
arange my matters so as to come this year, & it would 
be improper for me to think of it 'till the swell, as well 
as the storm, of the late troubles lias subsided & things 
begin to flow in their natural course & channel. I 
therefore should be glad in the mean time to hear from 
you on the subject. I have enclosed this to our old friend 
D' Franklin & have desired him to forward it to you. 

Enclosed I send to you & D' Cooper or to either singly 
& separately to make a deed of gift for me to Harvard 
College of the 500 acres of land I have in Pownal- 
borough, which were granted to me by the Kenebeck 
Company. As I have not at hand the original grant, 
you will take the description of the land from your own 
records : and as I am not au fait as to the forms of mak- 
ing this deed of gift according to your laws, so as to vest 
it properly in the Corporation for the purpose of begin- 
ning the establishment of a Political Law Lectureship or 
Professorship, on this basis described by Cicero, — 

Constituendi juris ab ilia summa lege capiamus ex- 
ordium qu^ seculis omnibus ante nata est, quam scripta 
lex ulla, aut quam omnino civitas constituta.* . . . Non 
h prsetoris edicto, ut plerique nunc ; neque k SII Tabulis, 
lit superiores ; sed penitus ex intimS, philosophic hauri- 
enda juris disciplina. t - • ■ Non [id jus civile,] ac potius 
jgnoratio juris litigiosa est, quam scientia. ij: I mean & 
wish to see instituted Lectures on the Science of Polity 
& Law-giving as derived from God & nature & th^ nature 
of man, so as to form the minds of the students to be- 
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come efficient & good members of a free state. Sed hsee 
posterius, this is sufficient to mark my intention. If this 
power be not full & sufficient I will confirm the gift & 
grant in any form & manner that you will send me to 
those purposes. 

I beg my best wishes & respects to all who remember 
me ; & I am in every sense of respect & in every sense 
of friendship, dear Sir, 

Your affectionate friend & ser'. 

T o ,. T i> -D- , T. POWNALL. 

The Hon*-^ James Bowdoin, Esq". 



JOHN TEMPLE TO JOHN HANCOCK. 

Boston, 13 SepP, 1763. 
Sir, — I have desired the bearer JP Allen, a Notary 
Public in this Common Wealth, to wait upon your Excel- 
lency for a bond with two responsible sureties in the pe- 
nal sum of Three Thousand Pounds sterling ! demanded 
and taken of me, by your Excellency ! which bond, 
countersigned with ray protest against the same, bears 
date the 24*'' day of December, 1781, sixty days after I, 
in that year, returned to this my native town and coun- 
try ! where I have ever since resided, with honor & repu- 
tation I trust, a faithfull citizen o£ the Common Wealth. 

With all due consideration, I have the honor to be, 
Sir, yoxir Excellency's 

Most obedient hble, servant. 

J. Temple. 

To Hia ExcELLHNCT, John Hancock, Esq", 

Governor of the State of Massachusetts 



JOHN HANCOCK TO JOHN TEMPLE. 

Boston, Sept' 18* 1783. "j 

Sir, — Yesterday M' Henry AUine delivered me your 

letter, which I shall lay before the General Court at their 
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meeting next week; & as soon as I receive their decision 

upon its contents, you shall be made acquainted with it. 

I am, Sir, your most obed' serv'. 

John Hancock. 

John Temple, Esq". 

JONATHAN TRUMBULL TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTa* 

[Copy.] 

State of Connecticut, Lebanon, 
1" October, 1783. 
To THE S? Hon^"^ Eakl oif Dartmouth. 

Mt Lord, — It may somewhat surprize your Lordship 
to receive a letter from a Governor of one of the United 
States of America; and at a time too when your Lord- 
ship hath ceas'd to hold that ministerial office which 
formerly gave me occasion to write officially to you. I 
flatter myself, however, that you will not take it amiss 
that I thus trespass a few minutes upon your time. 

Your Lordship will recollect that I had frequently the 
honor of writing to you at the beginning of those 
troubles which brought on a war between G. Britain & 
this country; & that I took the liberty, as I thought 
it my duty, to offer my sentiments with freedom on 
that occasion. 

My letter of March, 1775, in particular, I had great 
faith would have done some good in setting aside the 
false representations which had from time to time been 
made against this country. That letter, my Lord, was 
dictated by an honest heart ; & how far it mark'd the 
consequences of Britain's persevenng in her plan your 
Lordship is now well able to judge. Had the truths then 
frankly made known to your Lordship for the mutual 
good of both countries been attended to, what blood 
& treasure might not have been saved on both sides ! 

• Neither this letter nor the letter of March, 1776, to which reference is made in it, is in 
the Trnmbull Papers in the poBWssion of this Society, oopioos eelectiong from which have 
heen pubiished in the Ccllections. — Edb. 
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what friendship & affection have been preserved & how 
long might not the two countries have remain'd in a 
mutual happy connexion ! But it is done ; & to look 
back can now be of no furtlier use than to make past 
errors subservient, as they sometimes may be made, to 
wiser & happier conduct in future. 

As it appears to be now the sincere wish & desire (as 
it doubtless is the wisdom) of the ministry & people of 
England, to recover, as far as may be, the friendship and 
commerce of this country, may I suggest to your Lord- 
ship that every act of justice & reparation of injuries 
which siiall evidently appear to have been done will tend 
not a little to further those wishes, & in particular suffer 
me to mention the singular case of M' Temple. He and 
Doctor Tranklln are the only crown officers of rank who 
were dismiss'd from very lucrative &; honorable employ- 
ment for their attachment to this their native country; 
or rather for not falling in "with all the other crown 
officers in those misrepresentations which so fatally 
deceip'd Great Britain. D' Franklin has been employ'd 
& amply honor'd & rewarded by his country, & could 
not accept if offer'd any reparation, M' Temple is 
therefore, as I said, singular in his sufferings. The 
British ministry have repeatedly acknowledged that he 
was as a crown officer ho\\^i faUhfvU & able in office; but 
his attachment to his country render'd it necessary to 
remove him from the several offices which he sustain'd. 
Experience, dearly bought, must have convinc'd that 
same ministry that M' Temple's sentiments & represen- 
tations concerning his country were founded in truth, 
while those of his enemies who sought & effected his 
overthrow were foimded in falshood. 

Should M' Temple (who wi'ites me he is about going 
to England) meet with honest & honorable reparation for 
his past sufferings, it woidd be pleasing to his friends & 
connexions (who are neither few nor insignificant in these 
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States) & would no doubt tend to create good humour 
between the two countries. He was L' Governor of one 
of the then Provinces ; had a seat at the council board in 
live other Provinces} was Surveyor General of the Royal 
Revenue in America ; &, afterwards. Surveyor General 
of the Customs in England; he was also a Commissioner, 
part of the time that wicked & incendiary board acted in 
this country; in all which stations, I have always heard 
that he acquitted himself with himor & reputation in the 
eyes of the ministry, except that he was, as they were 
taught to think, improperly friendly to this country; 
but he could have had no other view than to the 
general good in being friendly to this country, since he 
could have expected nothing in emolument from Amer- 
ica equal to what he then enjoy'd under the crown, for 
it is Hot the intention of these States that great emol- 
uments shall accrue to any, be their stations what they 
may. 

I have written this letter, not more with a wish to 
serve M' Temple (if peradventure it may serve him) 
than to shew your Lordship that I also cordially wish 
oblivion to past injuries & a sincere & lasting return 
of intercourse, friendship, & commerce between the two 
countries. 

My son,* who in the cool hour of recollection I dare 
say will be thought to have been cruelly imprison'd & ill 
treated in England, will have the honor of delivering this 
letter to your Lordship. He returns to England to im- 
prove his natural turn to the pencil, which, his country- 
man the celebrated artist, M' West, thinks worthy of 
cultivation. I have not even the least pretension to ask 
any favor of your Lordship, but should my son meet 
with any degree of spontaneous countenance or protec- 
tion from your Lordship, I should feel myself very much 
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oblig'd, & should be happy to render your Lordship any 
services that may possibly be in my power on this side 
the water. 

I am, &c., &c. 

Jon™ Trumbull, 
Gov' of the State of Connecticut. 

I have taken the liberty to enclose your Lordship a 
copy of mine of March, 1775, least thro multiplicity of 
, the original should have been mislaid. 



JOHN TEMPLE TO TRISTRAM PALTON. 

Boston, 20* of October, 1783. 

Sir, — Inclosed is the copy of a letter I, on the IS**" 
ultimo, wrote to the Governor of this Common Wealth, 
together with his Excellency's answer, of the IS'*" fol- 
lowing ; ever since which I have been waiting with 
much solicitude for the determination of the two honor- 
able houses, (if they shall think it a matter to be 
determined by them) agreably to the purport of the 
Governor's said answer. 

Is it possible, Sir, that the two hou?es can let another 
session pass over without bringing this matter, if cognis- 
able by them, to a fair and final determination; at least, 
as far as they may think they have to do with it? 

Why am I thus long held under excessive and unpre- 
cedented bonds ? and why is Justice thus long delayed or 
withheld from me a native, a subject, and a citizen of 
this now free & independent State 1 ? It is now more 
than two years, Sir, since I returned home that my 
character, far dearer to me than life itself, has been thus 
held in suspcnce (by the vilest art & influence as I 
apprehend) and upon a matter, nothing short of high 
treason! which ought to have been seriously considered 
and without delay desclded upon by the government. 
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If I have offended against the laws ol my country, 
why have not those laws been long since put in force 
against me ? If I have not offended against them, as> 
knowingly, I certainly have not, why have I till this • 
time (more than two years) been thus held, and in a 
very singular manner too, under such excessive, disgrace- 
full, and unprecedented bonds? Is this the fair fruit of 
our successful! struggles against tyranny & oppression ? 
This the happy advantages of our glorious independence 
obtained at such an immence expence of our best blood 
& treasure? Is our constitution & government really such 
as that one citizen because he happens to be in ofBce 
shall with impunity find means (in gratification of base 
envy & vindictive malice) to keep the character & repu- 
tation of another for more than two years suspended 
under insinuaiions of the highest crimes, conspiracy & 
treason against the state? and, by an alarming influence 
banefull to all government, baffle & defeat his every 
attempt to obtain justice from the laws of his country? 

If these be the first fruits of our glorious revolution! 
and no remedy or redress is to be found from the laws, I 
for one, Sir, would very soon relinquish my birth right, 
and seek a residence in some other country where justice 
is more awake & the laws less tardy in their operation. 

I have, it is well known, upon the most important k 
trying occasions, & at every risk & saerafise, rendered 
great and faithfull services to this my native country ! 
and, regardless of all self Interested considerations on the 
one hand, as well as nnmindfuU of supreme ingratitude 
on the other, I hope for opportunities of rendering still 
further services : nevertheless, Sir, I have at present no 
favors to ask of the two honorable houses ; I feel myself 
oppressed, injured, and ill treated in the extreme ! Justice 
therefore, without further delay, is all that I have to ask or 
desire j and which, I again claim, request, and demand, as 
my birth right in this now soverign independent State, 
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The bond demanded & taken of me by the Governor, 
on the 24''' of December, 1781, I signed (circumstanced 
as I then was) through absolute necessity; & with the 
same feelings & consideration that I would sign a prom- 
isary note, or give up my purse to a rober with his pis- 
tol at my breast upon the high way ! and I endorsed my 
protest against it accordingly. 

Permit me. Sir, to request the favor that you will 
again move the honorable house of which you are 
Speaker, that they will, if not from the justice due to an 
individual, yet for the silvering honor & reputaiion of the 
government, take this matter {if thought cognisable by 
them) under their serious & immediate consideration, and 
determine therenpon as they in their wisdom & justice 
shall think proper. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant. 

J. Temple. 

The Honorable Tristkam Dalton, Eaq", 

Speaker of the House of RepresentativeB. 

A similar letter M' Temple wrote to the Hon'* M' 
Adams, President of Senate, to be read to the honorable 
board at which he presided. 



1 RESOLVE OF THE LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

In Senate, October 22^ 1783. 
Whereas during the late war, the conduct of John 
Temple, Esq', in passing to & from the enemies of these 
States without the permission in such cases required 
by the laws & customs of nations at war, & on pretences 
not well explained, excited in the free citizens of these 
United States many & just suspicions toucliing his de- 
signs, in consequence whereof, & by due precaution to 
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prevent any harm to the Commonwealth the Governor 
with the advice & consent of the Council, did, on the 
twenty-fourth day of December, A. d. 1781, cause the 
said John Temple, Esq"', to enter into bond to this Com- 
monwealth with two sureties, conditioned that he would 
not do or say any thing in opposition to or prejudice of the 
proceedings of Congress, or of the Assembly or Council of 
this State, & that he would not directly or indirectly give 
any intelligence to the enemies of the United States. And 
whereas it appears to this Court that the reasons for which 
he was kid under bond ceased with the war, 

Therefore, Resolved that the said John Temple, Esq', 
be & he ia hereby discharg'd from the said bond & the 
same is hereby declared null & void ; and the Treasurer 
of this Commonwealth is directed to cancel & deliver the 
same bond to him accordingly. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

S. Adams, President. 
In the House of Representatives. 

Oct' 28% 1783. Read & concurred. 

Approv'd. Tristram Dalton, Spk'. 

John Hancock. 
■ True Copy. 

Attest, John Avert, Sec^. 



REPORT OP THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND SUBSEQUENT 
ACTION OF THE GENERAL COURT.* 

To THE HONBLE., THE SkNATB OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

In obedience to their direction that the Attorney 
General should reduce to vpriting his verbal report to 

* The report and other documents here printed are from ti manuscript of eix folia pages, 
Mteatad by the autograph eignafure o£ John Averr, Sew, and evidently compiled after ths 
paBBBge and approval of the Resolve of Oct. 28, 1T83. In the Bondoin and Temple 
Papers there is a great mass of printed and manuu^rlpt material, connected nith the bitter 
personal and political antagoniEm of James Sullivan, aftenratd Governor, and Sir John 
Temple, nhieb it does not seem desirable to reproduce here. We mat' add as an interest- 
ing and noteworthy circumstance that in 18(J0 one of Sullivan's sons was married to a 
granddaughter of Temple — Ena 
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them respecting his doings on the allegations of James 
Sullivan, Esq', against John Temple, Esq% referred to him 
by the General Court at their last session, — 

The said Attorney General answers that the above 
mentioned allegations were referred to him " to be acted 
upon as to law & justice appertaineth " : That upon con- 
sidering tliese allegations, there appear to be some of 
them bottomed upon great political questions, & exceed- 
ingly extensive beyond M' Temple's particular case, & 
therefore not cognizable by or suitable to be submitted 
to the determination of a Grand Jury : That had he 
passed over these questions & allegations, & prosecuted 
M"' Temple for the high crimes k misdemeanours ex- 
pressed in the said allegations it might have been con- 
sidered as such an acknowledgment of M'' Temple's 
citizenship, & such a superceeding of the allegations & 
questions respecting the same, as he thought he had no 
right to make : That as to the question of citizenship 
respecting M'' Temple & many others who may be tho't 
to be in like circumstances he knows of no law or regula- 
tion of trial provided by this Commonwealth that comes 
within his department : That, as to the question of pru- 
dence, whether M'' Temple shall be admitted to a citizen- 
ship, he conceives it to be a political question beyond the 
extent of bis office: And that for these reasons he has 
not acted upon the said allegations. All which with 
great respect, as in duty bound, is humbly submitted. 

Rob. Treat Paine.* 



* This document h not dated; but among the Bowdoin and T«mp1e Papers is a printed 
broadside indorsed "A Narrative of the Condnctof the Giovernor&of the Proceedings of 
the two bouses of Asaemlilf concemiDg W Temple from his arrival in 1781 to the present 
daj-," wiieh gives its history. In October, 1782, Mr. Sullivan delivered to the General 
Court "eight or ten sheets of paper, with the following title to them; These sheets cootdn 
the facts and gronnds of the information eontained in the letter of Jamea Sullivan, Esq., to 
the Hod. Nathaniel Gorham, Esq., Speaker, &c., dated the 2Slh day of September, 1733." 
Thereupon the two branches after reading the said sheets ordered that they should "ha 
referred to the Attorney General to be acted upon as to law and justice appertaineth." 
Apparently nothine further was done at that time; but "in the next session, upon the meet- 
ing of the two Houses In January, 1783, a member of the lower House moved that the 
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In Senate, February 19"", 1783. Read & thereupon 
Ordered, that William Sever & John Bacon, Esq", with 
such as the Honble. House may join he a Committee to 
take this Represeotation under consideration & report 
what Djay he proper to be done thereon. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

S. Adams, Presid'. 

In the House of Representatives, February 20"', 1783. 
Read and concurred St Gen' Ward, M' Dane & M" Fra- 
zier are join'd. 

Tristram Dalton, Spk'. 

The Committee of both Houses on the Representation 
of Robert Treat Paine, Esq', Attorney General of this 
Commonwealth, &c., have attended that service & having 
considered the same report the following Resolve which 
is submitted. 

W. Sever, p' ord'. 

Resolved that the allegations of James Sullivan, Esq', 
against John Temple, Esq', be referred to the Attorney 
General of this Commonwealth who is hereby directed 
immediately to lay such facts therein contained as par- 
ticularly relate to the said John Temple, Esq', before the 
Grand' Jury of the County of Suffolk, that such proceed- 
ings may be had thereon as to law & justice appertain. 

In Senate, March 4*^ 1783. Read & not accepted and 
thereupon. 

Resolved that the Governor be & he is hereby re- 
quested to order John Temple, Esq', within a reasonable 

Attorney-General be called upon to tepeac what he had done in. obedience to their order 
concerning the charge of Mr. James Sullivan against Mr. Temple ? The Attorne}- appearad 
npon the floor, made a very frivolous (and in the opinion of some of the Members a very 
impertinent) excuse or apology for soch his total neglect of pontive orders given the preced- 
ing session ! The Senate likewise called upon him to report in Kriting what lie had dona 
in obedience to their order concerning the said charge against Mr, Temple ? " Then follows 
the report as given above. — Eds, 
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time to depart from this Coraraonwealth, not to return 
into the same again without leave therefor first had of 
the General Court. 

In Senate, March 5"", 1783, Read again, reconsidered 
& thereupon, Ordered that the Governor with advice of 
Council be requested to take proper measures, that it 
may be speedily determined whether it be consistent 
with the public safety to permit John Temple, Esq'', to 
remain any longer time within this Commonwealth. 
Sent down for concurrence. g ^^^^^^ p^^^j^, 

In the House of Representatives, March 7*% 1783. 
Read & concurred. 

Tristkam Dalton, Spk"'. 

Gentlemen of the Senate & Gentlemen of the House 
of Representatives: 

The Secretary will lay before you a letter I have re- 
ceived from John Temple, Esq'', upon the subject of his 
bond ; as M'' Temple's affairs are still before the General 
Court, I judg'd it most proper to submit it to you to act 
upon as you shall think proper. j^^^ Hancock. 

Council Chamber, Bostok, 27'" Sept', 1783. 



In Senate, Sept. 27^ 1783. Read & thereupon Or- 
dered, that Charles Turner & Nathaniel Tracey, Esq", with 
such as the Honble. House shall join be a Committee to 
take this message & the letter accompanying the same 
into consideration, & report what may be proper to be 
done thereon. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

S. Adams, Presid'. 

In the House of Representatives, same day, 

Read & concurred, & M' Dane, M' Hosmer & M' 
Clarke are joined. 

Teisteam Dalton, Spk^ 
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In Senate, October 9'\ 1783. Ordered tlmt Seth 
Washburne, Esq', be on this Committee in the room of 
Nathaniel Tracey, Esq"", who has leave of absence. 

S. Adams, Presid'. 

In the House of Representatives, Sept 30"", 1783. 
Ordered that M' Page be on the joint committee on the 
Governor's message relative to M'' Temple in the room 
of M'' Dane, who is absent. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

TmsTRAM Dalton, Spk'. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. October 11"", 1783. 

The Committee of both Houses to whom the Gover- 
nor's message of the 27"* September last was committed, 
together with a letter from John Temple, Esqr., to the 
Governor accompanying the said message, having ma- 
turely considered the matter are unanimously of opinion 
that the said Temple have a hearing before both Houses 
■ in one room, in such way & manner as the General 
Court shall order & direct. Which is submitted 

Seth AVascbuen, ^ Order. 

In Senate, October ll**", 1783. Read & not accepted, 
& thereupon Ordered that this Report be recommitted, 
& that the Committee be directed to take into considera- 
tion the papers on the files of the General Court relating 
to John Temple, Esq'. 

Sent down for concurrence 

S, Adams, Presid'. 

In the House of Representatives, October 13% 1783. 
Kead & concurred. 

Teistkam Dalton, Spk'. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The Committee of 
both Houses appointed to take into consideration the 
Governor's message of 27"" Sept. last & the letter accom- 
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panying fche same from John Temple, Esq', report as per 
the Eesolve on the other side, 
_ Seth Washburne, pr. order. 

\ Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Whereas John Temple, Esq', in the year One thousand 
seven hundred & seventy removed himself & family from 
the then Province of Massachusetts Bay to Great Britain 
& there remained until the year One Thousand seven 
hundred & seventy eight & then returned to America 
in such manner as excited suspicion & jealousies against 
him, reports then notoriously current in England relative 
to his mission as well as the person accompanying him 
gave force to the suspicions then raised, & the said 
Temple calling himself a citizen of this State did in May, 
One thousand seven hundred & seventy nine, without 
obtaining permission therefor depart from this State & 
voluntarily return to the kingdom of Great Britain & 
there receive protection from the laws & the King of that 
kingdom, then at open war with these States, until the 
year One thousand seven hundred & eighty one, & in 
the month of October in the same year did without 
permission return to this Commonwealth, whereupon his 
Excellency the Governor & Council taking the matter 
into their consideration, as well to satisfy the justifiable 
jealousies of the good people of this Commonwealth as 
to prevent any injnry which might arise to the United 
States, either from said Temple's conduct aforesaid or 
from any thing which he might thereafter do ngainst 
them, did order that he should enter into bonds with 
sureties, conditioned that he would not do or say any 
thing in opposition to or in prejudice of the proceedings 
of Congress or of the Assembly or Council of this State, 
& that he would not directly or indirectly give any intel- 
ligence to the enemies of these United States; and the 
said Temple did on the twenty fourth day of December, 
in the year last above mentioned give such bond accord- 
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ingly, — And whereas the United States in Congress 
assembled by their letter dated the first day of March, 
One thousand seven hundred & eighty two request the 
Supreme Executive Power of this Commonwealth to take 
such measures with regard to said Temple as should put 
it out of his power to injure the United States, for which 
& other considerations the said Temple's bond aforesaid 
has remained uncancelled until this day, — And whereas 
there appears no evidence that the said Temple hath 
broken the condition of the bond aforesaid ; & it does not 
appear probable that his liberation will be detrimental or 
dangerous to this Commonwealth, or to the United States 
of America — 

It is therefore, Resolved that the said bond be & it is 
hereby declared to be null from the passing of this 
Resolve, And the Treasurer of this Commonwealth is 
hereby directed to deliver the same to the said Temple 
on his making personal application therefor. 

In Senate, October 22", 1783. 

Read & accepted as taken into a new draft. 
Sent down for concurrence 

S. Adams, Presid*. 

■ In the House of Representatives, October 24*^ 1783. 
Read &; concurred as taken into another new draft. 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Tristram Dalton, Spk'. 

In Senate, Oct' 28"", 1783. Read & concurred with 

amendments at A. 

Sent down for concurrence 

J 1 y. . , T> S. Adams, Presid*. 

dele from A to B. ' 

In the House of Representatives, October 28*'', 1783. 

Read & concurred. 

Approv'd. Tristram Dalton, Spk". 

John Hancock. 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 

(New Draft of the Senate) 
In Senate, Oct' 22", 1783. 

Whereas in the time of the late war, the Governor 
with the advice of Council was pleased for certain reasons 
to order that John Temple, Esq', should enter into honds 
with sureties, conditioned that he would not do or say 
any thing in opposition to or in prejudice of the proceed- 
ings of Congress or of the Assembly or Council of this 
State ; and that he would not directly or indirectly give 
any intelligence to the enemies of the United States : 
And the said Temple did enter into bond accordingly, — 
And whereas it does not appear to this Court that any 
reasons now remain why he should continue under the 
said bond. 

Resolved, as the opinion of this Court, that the 
Governor discharge the said John Temple, Esq', from the 
said bond. 

{New draft of the House) 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
In Senate, Oct' 22^ 1783. 

Whereas during the late war the conduct of John 
Temple, Esq', in passing to & from the enemies of these 
States, without the permission in such cases required by 
the laws & customs of nations at war, & on pretences not 
well explained, excited in the free citizens of these 
United States many & just suspicions touching his de- 
signs; in consequence whereof & by due precaution to 
prevent any harm to the Commonwealth the Governor 
with the advice & consent of the Council did, on the 
twenty fourth day of December, a. d. 1781, cause the said 
John Temple, Esq', to enter into bond to this Common- 

A B 

wealth, in the penal sum of Two thousand pounds, with 
two sureties, conditioned that he would not do or say 
any thing in opposition to or prejudice of the proceed- 
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ings of Congress, or of the Assembly or Council of this 
State, and that he would not directly or indirectly give 
any intelligence to the enemies of the United States — 
And whereas it appears to this Court that the reasons 
•for which he was laid under bond ceased with the war — 
Therefore Resolved that the said John Temple, Esq', 
be & he is hereby discharged from the said bond & the 
same is hereby declared null & void ; And the Treasurer 
of this Commonwealth is directed to cancel & deliver the 
same bond to him accordingly. 

The foregoing six pages contain true copies of the 
originals. 

Attest. John Ateey, Sec?. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO THOMAS POWNALL* 

Boston, Nov 20, 1783. 
Thb Hok. Tbos Pownall, Esq". 

D' Sir, — I am honoured by your letter of y* 28"' Feb' 
last. Its coming by way of Paris & Phil' occasioned my 
not receiving it till October. The General Court was 
then sitting, and as your congratulations on American 
Independence could not be communi. so well as by y"' own 
letter, I sent it to the President of y' Senate who publickly 
read it to them, as the Speaker afterwards did to y* House 
of Kepresentatives. It was rec" in both houses with pleas- 
ure & gave general satisfaction. The event upon which 
you congratulate us is really an extraordinary one. I 
consider it with you, " as y" visible interposition of divine 
providence, superceeding the ordinary course of human 
affairs." Among y" agreable consequences that are likely 
to arise from it, your intended visit to this country will 

" Thia letter is printed from Bowdoin's rougli draught. Itwaa toraniunieated lo the 
Society by the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in October, 1881, and was first printed in the 
Proceedings, vol. v. pp. 21&, 246. But LI is believed that the letter to vhicb it is an 
answer, and (he subsequent correspondence on the same subject, eicept Bowdoin's letter 
of Aug 21, 1T84, have not been printed before. — Ens. 
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be one. To us of the old race it will give y* sincerest 
pleasure to see our old friend ; and to none of them more 
than to myself. When you come you will scarcely see 
any other than new faces. Tho' this is naturally to be 
expected after so long absence, the change w'" in that 
respect has happened within the few years since y" revolu- 
tion is as remarkable as y" revolution itself. It seems to 
have anticipated the time when "all old things shall be 
done away and all things become new." I observe it is 
your plan to purchase in America, with a view of spend- 
ing y" remainder of y'' days in it, if you find things as you 
wish. There are several very agreable places within a 
few miles of Boston W^"" I suppose may be purchased with 
good buildings & accommodations to them with a quantity 
of land from 50 to 100 acres or a sufficiency for experi- 
ments and y" rural amusement of a gent", but I do not 
know of a number of farms lying together that are to be 
purchased, tho' money eno' will command anything. Of 
rough lands at a distance, there is enough to be had ; but 
these do not correspond to your description. I will make 
further enquiry, and if I sh'* be informed of a situa, answer- 
ing to that description, I will give you notice of it. In 
y" mean while lay aside every apprehension of uncivil 
treatment in travelling through tliis country. Every 
gent" from every country, excepting American refugees, 
against whom y* spirit of resentment continues high, may 
travel with y' same freedom as formerly. Your inten- 
tion of beginning y' establishment of a professorship of 
political law in our University, on y" basis you describe 
from Cicero, intitles yon not only to the thanks of that 
society but of every person who wishes well to the 
Commonwealth. It would be an excellent institution, 
and would hand down to posterity w'" honour y" name of 
y" founder. But I am afraid your intention, and expec- 
tations from y" Pownalborough land will be disappointed. 
The property of it as I am informed has been alienated 
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at public vendue for y" non-payment of taxes. Whether 
y' time foi- redeeming it limited by law be expired, I 
cannot tell. I have wrote to a gent" there to make critical 
enquiry about the taxes, y^ sale, y" time of redemption, 
and every particular tliat will serve to give a right idea of 
this matter, about w"*" you sball be further informed. In 
my letter to you by M'' Temple in May, 1779, 1 acquainted 
you I had p^ for you a small tax on that land, and that if 
you desired it, I w^ pay y" future taxes, but as I did not 
hear from you about it, I imagined you did not choose 
in so hazardous a state of things to risk any money upon 
y" land. 1 communicated to D"" Cooper your letter and 
y* inclosed deed of y* s^ land, and at the nest meeting 
shall lay them before y^ Corporation o! y" College, who 
individually are already made acquainted with them. 

M' Temple, by whom you '11 receive this letter, goes to 
England with his family by this opportunity. He will 
be able to give a full account of everything you w'' wish 
to know of y* situation of things on this side of the 
water. Wishing you every happiness, I am, w"" y" sin- 
cerest esteem & y* most cordial affection, d' Sir, 
Yrs. &c. 

I had y* pleasure of writing to you in Aug* last p' M' 
Gorham and since p'. 

THOMAS POWNALL TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Richmond, Dec' 9, 83. 
, Surrey. 

My d" Fhiend, — I siezed the first oportunity w* of- 
fered after the signing of the Preliminaries of Peace, 
\then our King had from the throne declared his acknowl- 
edgement of the independant souvereignty of N. America 
to congratulate you on this declared establishment in 
peace ; and in March last wrote a long letter to you which 
D' Franklin undertook to convey & forward. He has 
since by a note I have received from him acquainted me 
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that he did so forward my letters with his own & that the 
ship by w'*" they were sent was arrived. 

By a letter dated March 17, 1779, wiiich I had the 
pleasure of receivin^f from you, you acquainted me that 
the lands which I held in Pownalborough & which (as I 
informed you) I intended to give to Harvard College were 
not soldj as others were in common, but that a gentleman 
at your request had undertaken to pay the taxes for me. 
During the wan I could not safely or properly take any 
step in that business, except saying that if the taxes were 
paid I would, when I could do it properly, repay the person 
who advanced them. This I wrote to you in the spring 
following. The moment however that the preliminaries 
were signed I made out a full power of attorney to your- 
self & D'' Cooper, jointly or seperately, to make in my 
name a grant of these lands to the College as therein 
expressed. I enclosed this in my letter of March last. 

Having never received any answer from you or 
0' Cooper or the College on that head I must suppose 
either that my letters or your answer must have mis- 
carried.* I have therefore made out a second power of 
the same purport & tenor which M' J. Adams & his son 
have witnessed. Their signature will be known to you. 
My acknowledgment of this power as my act & deed 
is authenticated by a Justice of the Peace. I send it 
together with duplicates of my former letters. I hope 
tlie.se will come safe to hand. These duplicates are not 
now sent, the power excepted.! 

I received a [letter] from you dated Nov' 12, 83. It 
came by M' Gorham, who sent it to me from London to 
this place, where, since I quitted all publick affairs of 
this country, I live retired & alway reside, I invited 
him to come to me & spend a day or so with me ; but 

* Jan,, 84. I have since rec" bj- M- Temple your letter acquainting me liiflt the leller & 
t Th^se nine words are interlineil iu ink of a different color, and were probably added 
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have not as yet seen him. As the matter mentioned in 
your letter respecting Charles-Town is in his hands & 
yon referr me to him, I will when I see him give him 
every aid & advice that he may tiiink can contribute to 
liis purpose, but 'till I see him I know not what to say or 
what answer to give on that subject. 

I have not yet seen him. — Jaa, 84. 

Since that, I have received a letter from you of an 
older date, viz. Sep' 23, 83, w"*" is marked on the cover to 
be sent by favor of M' Wheelwright.* This letter con- 
tained enclosed an authenticated state of the case of Fal- 
mouth sent to me in a letter from the committees of that 
town. This letter desires me- to become an agent in the 
case, or at least a receiver of such summs as the charitable 
here may be found disposed to give toward their relief. 
My answer to them, which I send enclosed to you under 
a flying seal, & wliich I beg you to seal & forward to 
thera, will answer these points of your letter. 

M'' Adams is so kind as to forward these dispatches for 
me & by his favor I send you a copy of my Memorial to 
the Sonvereigns of America which I beg your acceptance 
of. The Memorial to the Souvereigns of Europe was soon 
known to be mine. A French translation of it was pub- 
hshed in Holland as mine without my leave. And I gave 
the editor of another French translation printed & pub- 
lished at Bruxelles leave to putt my name to it, the reasons 
for which I expressed in a letter prefixed to that edition. 
There have been of French & English editions two or 
nearer three thousand copies sold. There is not any now 
left & I am applyed to for another edition. It was pub- 
lished in the very proper moment of the events which 
were balancing, & of the opinions of foreign ministers 
who, as well as our own, were disposed to endeavour to 
• strengthen themselves in their old prejudices rather than 
to adopt those reasonings which the late great crisis 

• The leltcr here referred (0 was pnnfed in Proceedings, vol. v. p. 3J4. — Eds. 
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called for. It had its effect ; and ministers, both foreign 
& domestic (to speak with precision I should confine 
myself to foreign ministers) have learnt to take up a new 
line of reasoning on the case. 

I wish most sincerely & anxiously that my Memorial to 
the Souvereigns of America may have as full & effectual 
operation ; saying this (as this letter comes by favor of 
M"" Adams) it is justice to him to mark that he does not 
approve my idea of an office of executive, whether 
ConsuHs, Protectors, &c., &c., &c. I remain, however, 
clear in my opinion, if I had not convincing reasons for 
it yet from fears that " If the citizens of America do not 
establish some efficient executive office ly Constitution, 
they should, from the necessity of the case, be led to 
adopt some power that will not only [be ?3 nnconstitu- 
tional but oppugnant to & destructive of the Principles of 
Political Freedom on which you are founded." * Adieu 
my dear Friend, 

I am faithfully & affectionately yours. 
The Honbe James Bowdoin, Esq. ^ ' "O'VPNALL. 



Jan 11, 84. London. I am here for a week in my way to 
Bath where I mean to reside for a couple of months or so 
'till spring & travelling weather fairly setts in — when I 
shall quitt England & go abroad, & shall remain there 
'till I can clearly understand my ground as to my coming 
to America. In the mean time (this letter not being for- 
warded I have sent for it in order to add what I now 
write) I beg that if the lands, which I mean to give as 
the beginning of the foundation of a Law Professorship, 
are not sold beyond redemption, through default of the 
notrpayment of taxes, which by my letter I hoped would 

• Povfiiall -was a somewhat prolific writer on various subjecfs ; and among hia pnblka- , 
tions were " A Memorial to Ibc Sovereigns of Europe," 1T80, wliicli was several limes 
reprinted in a more or less imperfect form, and "A Memorial to the Sovereigns of America." 
1783. A cnpy of tlie former work, printert in London for J. Stockdale, 1781. is in tha 
Dbrary of tlio Hlslonoal Society. See Allibone's Dictionary of Authors, roi. ii. p. 1858 ; 
IMctionary ot Nalional Biography, vol. ilvi. pp. 267, 288. —Eds. 
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be paid, during the warr, without my intervention, I beg 
you will pay the taxes & charges for nie that the lands 
may be vested in the College according to my intentions. 
I will repay you on your draught, I have besides this 
grant left by my will to Harvard College at my death all 
my printed books, & send you enclosed a copy of that 
part of my will w* I beg you will communicate to & 
lodge with the College, that they may know how to act 
in case of my death. 

As I mean to reside in France for some time 'till 
matters are so settled in America that I may know what 
I am about when I come there, I should be much flattered 
if that State, to the individuals of which I gave commis- 
sions & honors when I commanded it as a Colony, would 
in return send me over a commission of L' General; that 
having no rank from my ncdive country, I may appear in 
Europe in my American rank, which I will be proud of, & 
will not dishonor. I wish you to feel the ground & try 
if this be practical, &, if it be, to gett it proposed ; but 
not to committ me on uncertainties. Many happy New 
Years to you & may every good omen attend my good 
wishes to the State. 

Your obliged & aflfectionate friend. 

T^. . f „ T. POWNALL. 

Direct for me : 

To John Pownall, Esq', Abingdon Street, Westminster, 
London. 

I leave him, my brother, my agent in my absence, & 
my executor in case of my decease. 



SAMUEL DEXTER TO JOHN TEMPLE.* 

Dedham, Decern. IS*, 1783. 

Dear Sir, — I wished for an hour's conversation with 
you before your departure, and had not the circumstances 
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of my family required that I should directly go out of 
town, I should have gone with pleasure to the Hon'"'' M' 
Bowdoin's, when you invited me the last time I saw you. 
Persuaded as I am, and have ever been/of your having 
exerted yourself to serve your country, and full of 
indignation at the pretenders to patriotism who have 
endeavoured to blast your character, I have thought 
it my duty, on all occasions, by word & writing, as far 
as I could, to counteract their rascally designs. I think 
I can already perceive some relentings in those who were 
led by these designing men to suspect your integrity. I 
pitied them before, when they, without exercising the 
little judgment they had of their own, suffered them- 
selves to be duped by such as pretended to be able to 
investigate characters so much above their reach. Sulli- 
van, whose knowledge, such as it is, is confined to the 
dry study of the law, and another, whose studies ought 
to have been more limited than they have been to 
theology, and the _first magistraie* who is acquainted 
with no branch of science at all, not even government, 
in which he should have been an adept to have been fit 
for the station he M?morthily occupies, and the rest of 
the group, have been far from raising their reputation 
by their malignant endeavours to lessen yours, 

I doubt not you will, by your exertions to serve 
America respecting their commercial interests, which 
from your former important appointments, discharged 
to the entire satisfaction of the public, you are so thor- 
oughly acquainted with, convince any that may be still 

hia father and his son, he did not graduate at Harvard College, but enpagfd in niereonlile 
pursuits in Boston, and acquired an ample fortane. He oIeo took an active part in public 
life, and served the State in varions capacities. He waa much interested, in theological 
etudiea, and rejected the popular Calvinistic doctrines. At his death he left a beqaeat to 
Harvard College for the encouragement of Biblical cilticisni. He died at Mendon, Mass., 
JnneI0,1810. See Appleton's Cyclopsedia of American Biography, vol. ii. p. 361! Quia- 
cy's History of Harvard Universily, vol. ii. pp. 296-298; Biograpliisal Sketch by Rev. 
Carlton A. Staples, in Dedham Hist. Register, vol. iii. pp. 15-80. — Eds. 

* The persons referred to are identified in a note in a contemporary handwriting as Dr. 
Cooper and Hancock. — Eds. 
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wavering, if any such tbere are, that your inveterate 
enemies have been actuated, not by a love to their 
country, but from principles the most soi-did and selfish. 

Retired as I am and chuse to be from public employ- 
ment, I sincerely wish for the honour k benefit of my 
country to see the day when none but such as are best 
qualified, both by abilities& integrity, shall fill those 
departments which are now possessed by dunces, frib- 
blers, and coxcombs. 

R. T. P. is already or will soon be appointed a Justice 

of the Supreme Court in this Commonwealth ; and S n 

succeeds him as Attorney General, and quits his seat in 
the Genera] Court, because excluded by the Constitution, 
tho' he has held it for some time, when by the same 
Constitution he was ineiligible ! This^ar rwhik fratrum, 
who, when you was Surveyor General, were, to say the 
least, among the minor attornies at law, have discovered 
as much zeal against you as any men in the State, from 
motives, which if pure & immaculate, some good judges 
of human nature are greatly mistaken. If any have 
thought favourably of their conduct, yet the time, I trust, 
is speedily approaching when they will be considered as 
willful and malicious slanderers, even by men who have 
applauded them for their patriotism. 

The Prime Minister* now lies sick of a fever, and has 
been thought in so hazzardous a situation that the place 
of worship in Brattle Street was filled on the Monday 
before last with clergymen and olhers to pray for his 
recovery; which, if it should take place, it will give him 
an opportunity to be more of a spiritual man and less 
of a politician. 

Although I once had some acquaintance with the 
honourable gentleman, who, I suppose, is now the Amer- 
ican minister at the Court of London, and to whom I 
should be glad to pay my respectful coniphments, yet as 

• Identified In a note in a conlemporary handwriting as Dr. Cooper. — Eds. 
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I have no pretences for obtruding a letter upon him at 
present, T conld wish you would desire him to urge upon 
the Hon'''^ M' S. Adams, the preparing, from his manu- 
scripts, sufficient to make a volume or two, to be pub- 
lished in London. I am certain his name would render 
that which has an intrinsic value in itself still more 
valuable in the opinion of multitudes. The bookseller, 
I think, would give a handsome sum for the copj. I 
have had a hint that it has been mentioned to him 
' already. He is my old and faithful friend ; and I have 
reason to think (I say it upon my honour,} that he has 
been yours in these uncharitable and uncandJd times, 

I had not a thought till I saw the account in the news 
papers, that your lady and daughter were to accompany 
you in your voyage. I sincerely wish you, & those that 
are most dear to you, all imaginable happiness, and am, 
Dear Sir, your most obedient servant. 

Samuel Dexter. 

jjorBi-e jje Temple. 



THOMAS POWNALL TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Dear Sir, — In your letter I find not less to my 
mortification than my surprize, that the lands which I 
had of so long date destined for Harvard College have 
been sold for default of payment of taxes, although 
I understood the taxes would be paid for me during the 
warr, which was a matter during the warr I could not 
properly engage myself in ; but trusting that y" person 
whoever paid them for me must be sure I w'^ repay him, 
I concluded they were paid during the warr & the very 
moment the warr was over I wrote & sent over a power 
of attorney to you & D"' Cooper to make a grant of them 
for me to Harvard College. If they can be recovered to 
the College by my paying the taxes & charges I beg 
that may be done for me & I will repay it, so that the 
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deed of gift to the College may be made as I intended. 
I have besides by my [will ?] left at my decease all my 
printed books to the College & I send the folowing 
[copy ?] of the bequeast that the College may know how 
to act in case of my death : — " Item, I do hereby give & 
bequeath to the President, Fellows & Bnrser of Harvard 
College in the State Massachusetts Bay in New-England 
as to the representatives for the time being of the said 
College, all my printed books that I am now or shall be 
possessed of at the time of my decease to be delivered by 
my executor, his heirs or assigns, to such person or 
persons in England as the President, Burser & Fellows 
aforesaid shall appoint to receive the same on their part 
for the College aforesaid." 

Be so good to send a copy of this to the College, 
As I imagined at first, so I find now that it will not 
do for me to come to America 'till matters & opinions 
have taken their due course & direction. Having deter- 
mined to quitt England, I shall in spring go to France 
& reside there, waiting — not till the waters of Bethesda 
are moved but on the contrary 'till the waters that have 
been troubled are stilly for I love not troubled waters. 
Now I am going to mention a matter of which I am 
doubtfull how it may be understood & received. As I 
shall reside in France & have no rank or honors from my 
native country, I should be proud to owe the rank in 
which I should stand there from the country which I 
hope will one day or other adopt me. As I was once in 
a situation to give rank & honors to individuals of the 
Massachusetts Bay, when I governed it, would not the 
State in return give me the rank of L' General or Major 
General of the Massachusetts State, from which comis- 
sion I should be proud to take my rank in Europe or 
in Prance particularly. I will endeavor to do honor to 
it. As this will be only en litre it can neither committ 
the State nor me. Try this ground, my Friend, & if it 
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be practical gett my wish proposed ; if not, do not sub- 
ject me to a refusal. Direct for me to my brother, John 
Pownall, Esq', in Abingdon [Street], Wesf, London. I 
leave him my agent during my absence & my executor 
in case of my death. 

Your obliged & affe' friend. 

T. Pownall, 

London, Jan. 11, 84 ; in my way to Biith, 'till spring. 



THOMAS POWNALL TO •• 

Jan. 15, 1784, 
Dear Sir, — As I have been (as to the employment of 
my service) proscribed by the government of my native 
country for these three & twenty years, since the warr 
made upon America is at an end, and the warr with 
France is succeeded by peace, I mean to stay no longer 
in this country. I cannot but think it best & most pru- 
dent on every account to suspend my idea of coming to 
America 'till some leading current takes its course, for if 
I were to come & find myself mixed amidst contending 
I as a disinterested & dispassionate man should be ill with, 
if not suspected by, both parties. I sball therefore for 
some time go & reside in France. Now as I have no 
publick rank in the world derived from any honors re- 
ceived from ray native country, I wish to owe my rank 
in France to & to hold up my head high with the honors 
of the State Massachusetts Bay. When it was a Char- 
tered Province I had the giving of these honors and I 
should hope, nay I almost feel that I merit, to receive 
the like from the Free Republick, If the State will give 
the commission & rank of Lieut. General to their old Cap' 
General, I shall think myself raised in rank ; I shall be 

* It is doubtful to whom this letter was atidresseil, though it may have bepn to Temple. 
Thera is no address on the outside, and it was probably sent under cover. The letter of 
January 11, to tJowdoin, is marked ou the outside as consisting of a single sheet. — Eds. 
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flattered & the State shall not be dishonoured. I putt 
this matter & my wishes intirely into your hands. If 
upon feeling the ground you find it will not do, — don't 
lett me be committed to a refusal. If you find it will do, 
1 would wish you to propose it. 

I am, d' Sir, your obliged, faithfuU & affec. friend. 

T. POWNALL. 

P. S. If this honor is done me I shall in France, & 
also if I should for any time return to England, there 
also wear everywhere the uniform & livery of the State 
that honors me ; should therefore be glad (in case of the 
event taking place) to receive some explanation as to that 
point. If JMajor General's commission is the highest rank 
ihey give, I shall he equally proud of that. 

Pray direct to me at Mess" Drummonds, Bankers, Char- 
ing Cross. Do not write by the packet. 



JOHN TEMPLE TO LORD WALSINGHAM.* 

(Copy to L^ Walsingkam.) 

Pall Mall, 11 Jlareh, 178i. 

Mt Lord, — Dining yesterday with some of the West 
India merchants & planters, I was informed of the proclar 
mation now about to appear, granting permission for 
American vessells, to the size of only eighty tons bur- 
den, to trade with the sugar colonies in the West Indias, 
and also of the application made to government by Lord 
Penryn in behalf of the West Indians, together with my 
Lord Sydney's reasons for limiting the intercourse to such 
small vessells. You will, in my opinion, my Lord, do 
essential service to the ministry by attending to this 
business before such a proclamation appears, which, I 

• Thomaa de Grev, 2d Baron WaUingham. born July U, 1748; died Jan. 16, I8I8. 
At Ihe lime tbia letter was written Lord Walsingham had been recently appointed one of 
the Committee of lire Privy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations. — _EDa. 
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am confi<5ent, would do more hurt to this country, and 
create more ill-humor in the United States, than if noth- 
ing at all was for the present to be done in the matter. 
After a war between two countries, measures that make 
the first impression are much to be considered & attended 
to, in order to create good humor, confidence, and a last- 
ing peace. The sensible & judicious part of the United 
States are already astonished at the impolitic ideas enter- 
tained & published in this kingdom concerning the inter- 
course between the two countries. Why would it not be 
best for the proposed limitation (if there must be a limi- 
tation to gratify such ill informed, wrong-headed men as 
Lord Sheffield & his employers) to extend to all vessells 
of single decks up to 150 tons burden ? Such vessells 
seldom or ever bring sugars to Europe, which it seems is 
the great objection here made to an open trade : & sup- 
pose there sh* casually such a vessell come to England 
freighted with sugar, the vessell would be here sold, as 
hath always been customary, to pay for British manufac- 
tures; & the American seamen who navigated her would 
be here discharged & become mariners in English employ. 
Seeing the commerce between the two countries as I do, 
& from long experience as a public man on both sides the 
Atlantic, I will submit to be called an idiot if t!ie trade 
is not entirely laid open hy Parlicmierd before the revo- 
lution of another year. In the mean time sh^ the proposed 
proclamation appear very ill impressions would be made 
by it in America, & your rivals for the trade & friendly 
intercourse with those States are as attentive as possible 
to avail themselves of every mistaken policy of this coun- 
try. In a word, such acts & proclnmations would, as M'' 
Bowdoin of Boston (no enemy to this country) says in a 
late letter to me, prove mere acts of alination. The Idea 
suggested by M' Pitt last spring or summer for a com- 
mercial intercourse was highly pleasing to the United 
States, as calculated to unite the two countries in bonds 
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of lasting friendship & commerce. Sensible men in that 
country were of but one opinion concerning his plan, which 
they thus expreeeed, — " thaif/ovng statesman has hit the bird 
in the &/e!" I sincerely wish his original idea may be 
adopted, & that too as soon as possible, and am, my Lord, 
Your most obedient servant. 

J. Temple. 

E' Hon. Lord Walsimgham. 



JOHN TEMPLE TO LORD WALSINGHAM. 

Pall Mall, 12 March, 84. 

Mr Lord, — Yesterday I hastily gave you my tlioughts, 
as you desired, upon the commercial intercourse between 
the American States & the British sugar colonies ; and 
the more I think of the matter, the more I am astonished 
at the objections made to that trade's beiug laid open, as 
it would beyond all doubt be for the mutual advantage 
of both countries. Every measure that may at this time 
appear narrow or higgling on the part of this eoimtry must 
be peculiarly detrimental to the re-establishment of that 
friendship, confidence, & commerce so much wished for by 
- the sensible and wel-disposed on both sides the Atlantic. 

I cannot consider the pamphlet written by Lord Sheffield 
in any other light than purposely to keep up ill humor 
'between the two countries; & perhaps with design to 
embarrass & impede the measures of the present minis- 
ters, who, I understand, are disposed to act liberally upon 
the occasion.* I will in very few words assure you, my 
Lord, I am confident that if wisdom hath, as I hope & 
trust she hath, resumed her seat in this kingdom, Britain 
may still be as closely connected with & derive all the 
real advantages from those States that she did before 
she lost the government of them. You will at once 

• Tlifl reference is to LonJ Sheffield's famous pamphlet entitled " Observations on the 
Commerce of the Amaritan States," of whith the first edition was published in 1733, and 
the sixth edition in 1784. A copy of tho first edition is in the Librarj- of the Historical 
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understand me ; but, upon this subject, the ministry 
will no doubt obtain ample information from General 
Sir Guy Carleton, lately arrived from America ; as the 
opportunities he has had of getting at the true state 
of aEEaira in that country have been great, and as his 
character is established in good sense & integrity, they 
will, no doubt, diiely attend to his sentiments. Matters 
are now at trial. If Britain by injudicious fears, vission- 
ary apprehensions, or continued procrastination, loo.ses the 
opportunity that offers, her enemies will most assuredly 
avail themselves of the neglect. 

Inclosed is a Boston paper sent me by the last ship 
from thence; it will in some measure shew you the idea 
now prevailing in the four New England States concern- 
ing an intercourse between them and the dominions of 
Great Britain. Thus have I written, my Lord, as you 
desired, because I sincerely wish that the present men in 
power may be a suceessfull & an happy ministry both for 
themselves & their country, and am, my Lord, 
Your most obedient 

J. Temple. 

' Et Hon. Lord Walsingham. 



JOHN TEMPLE TO SIR GUY CARLETON.* 

(Copy to Sir Gov Caulktos.) 

Pall Mall, June 1^', 1784. 

Sir, — A ship is this moniing arrived froin Boston; 
by her 1 have letters from my friends in the New Eng- 
land States up to the 24*^ of April, all of them urgent 

" Guy Carietnn vffls born at Stnibane, in Ireland, Sept. 3, 1734, and eDtered the army in 
his eighteenth rear. Rising by alow degrees, he served under General Amharst at the siege 
of Louhboiirg in 1TS8. Aiter further active service he was appointed Lieutenant-Gorernor 
of Quebec !n 1766. There be served, with some intervale, till near the cloaeof (be Revolution- 
»ry War, when he was appointed to succeed Sir Henry Clinton as Commander-in-Chief in 
America, After the evacuation of New York he returned to England. In ITSG be waa 
Sgain appointed Governor of Quebec and made Baron Dorchester. He did not finallyleave 
Canada until July, 1798. He died Nov. 10, 1808. See Dictionary of National Biography, 
vol. ix. pp. 93-96. — Eds. 
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upon me to remain no longer here in a state of uncer- 
tainty with regard to what concerns me personally. The 
only thing I stipulated with my friends and connections 
in those States before I came away, was that I would re- 
main but a very short time in England without a decisive 
answer to what I had to propose ; and you will remember, 
it was the only favor I asked, if I may not say stipu- 
lated with you in our correspondence while in America, 
that you would endeavour to obtain for me on your 
arrival such decisive answer from the ministry. I have 
not, nor do I mean to solicit any favors from England. 
A fair proposition has been made, and made as I think & 
certainly ment, in a frank & explicit manner. The minis- 
try are to judge whether it be, or be not, for the national 
interest to comply with it. In consequence of your ap- 
plication for the purpose, I have had the honor of an in- 
terview with Mr. Pitt. He was manly & candid upon the 
general state of affairs in America, but I have learn'd 
nothing decisive with regard to myself. By my letters 
from the Northern States, I find that the interests of this 
country are suffering there, far beyond what the ministry 
seem to suppose, or than even what I had myself appre- 
hended. 1 am sorry for it, but it would be imprudent in 
me, it would be unwise & unjust to both myself & my 
connections, (whatever my inclination or wishes may 
be towards England) to let my own interest suffer in 
America with those of this country by remaining here any 
longer without any kind of advantage to myself. The 
passing moments with regard to America are (no man 
better knows than yourself) both critical & important and 
particularly so with regard to myself. AH the American 
ministers are now called home, or, which is the same 
thing, have leave to return. Jay sail'd last week for New 
York. Laurens sails this week for that country. Adams 
is making preparation for his departure ; and Franklin, 
old as he is, is, I understand, determined to undertake a . 
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■voyage, with the Marquis La Fayette & Count La Vail* to 
America, where, England having hitherto, in my humble 
opinion, neglected the field of sound policy, France, with- 
out any active rival, has the ball very much before her. 
May I therefore request of you, Sir, that you will, by a 
few lines to the minister, solicit a definitive answer to 
the proposition made to him ? for I have already been too 
long in a state of uncertainty here in England, where I 
have no business of my own to detain me an hour after 
this matter is determined, M' J, Bowdoin in one of his 
last letters requests the favor that his compliments may be 
acceptable to you, and I am, with great esteem & respect, 
Sir, your most obedient, and most humble servant. 

J. Temple. 

LiEC'^ General Sir Guy Carleton, K. B. 
Oxfordshire. 



JAMES BOWDOIIT TO THOMAS POWNALL.f 

The Ho«. Tno= Pow.xall, Esq^ ^''"«'^' '^"S" ^l- 1784. 

Dear Sir, — I have had y^ pleasure of y' letters of 
y" 9"" of Dec' & ir^ Jan^. 

The parts of them w""" respected Harvard College, and 
y* clause of your will bequeathing to y" College your 
library, I communicated to the Presid' and Corporation, 
and I am authorized to transmit to you their grateful 
acknowledgments for the generous bequest; and also for 
your intended donation of your Pownalborough land. I 
am sorry to tell you that what I informed you I had 
heard respecting the sale of that land is a real fact. The 
land was sold in 1780 for the non-payment of taxes, and 

* Tlie two most popular French officers that nere in America during the late war. 

t Thig lefter was first printed in the Proceedings, vol. v. pp. 24G-248. In his History of 
Harmed. tlniverslt_v, vol. ii. p. 407, President Quincy eajs that PownHll's proposed fonnda- 
tion of a professorBhip "proved altogether ineffectual." " Tbelaiidn had, during the Amer- 
ican war, without his ktiowledge, been sold for taxes, and a^er great trouble and ejEpense in 
Tedeerning and getting possession of them, the produce of their sale but li tile exceeded three 
hundred dollars." The books referred to in Pownall'a letters, ante, pp. 27, 31, do not appear 
lohave been received by the College. — Eds. 
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y* time of redemption expired in April or May, 1783. 
Application was made aboat it to y* purchaser, one Cliris- 
tophers, who insisting on very unreasonable terms, the 
Presid' & Corporation presented a memorial to tlie Gen' 
Court on y" subject. Tliis brought Christophers to Boston, 
and occasioned several conferences upon it between them 
& him, w"* finally issued in an agreement to pay him 300 
Span doll", equal to £67.10 sterling, which accordingly 
has been paid to him by y" College Treasurer. As y" fee 
of y* land had legally passed to Christophers, this was y" 
best bargain that could be made with him. I am author- 
ized by your letter of y" ll"" Jan^ to pay y' taxes and 
charges for yoii and draw on you for y" amoniit. But as 
the money paid for y" recovery of the land exceeds that 
amount by £40, 1 did not think myself warranted to draw 
on you for it without your expressed approbation. 

With respect to the commission of L* or Major General, 
I consulted with several confidential friends on y^ subject, 
tl^e L' Gov"' {& he with y' Gov') M'' Adams, M' Osgood, a 
member of Congress & of our House of Kep", and several- 
other gentlemen of both houses, who all expressed a great 
regard for you, and some of them from personal knowl- 
edge. Your political character while Governonr here and 
since made them wish to give some honourable mark of 
their esteem, and particularly to distinguish you from y" 
Governoars which succeeded you ; and they could not 
think of any way of doing it more likely than by such a 
commission which they would use their influence to obtain. 
Thus far the business seemed to be in a good train ; but 
by after-conversations on y* subject, it appeared that ob- 
jections were made, that y" law had limited to three the 
number of Major Generals (no superior commissions ex- 
cept the Governour's having been conferred) and their 
commissions had been issued ; that those commissions and 
all our other military commissions must have respect to 
the militia of y* State ; that to grant such a commission 
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to y* subject of a foreign state w^ be inconsistent ■with 
good policy ; and altlio' ineerly hononrary, it would be a 
precedent which w'* encourage & justify the subjects of 
France of a distinguished character and subjects of other 
foreign states, in applying for lilte commissions, the 
granting or refusal of which might involve the State in 
disagreeable consequences ; &c., &c. 

These objections induced us to think it probable that a 
motion in either house for such a commission, however 
well supported, would fail of success. It was therefore 
determined eligible that the motion should be postponed ; 
especially as it was your wish, that we W* not " commit 
yon on uncertainties." However, if the objections can 
be obviated, it will give me real pleasure to be in any 
degree instrumental in effecting this measure to your 
satisfaction. You mention you had sent me thro the 
hands of M'' Adams one of your pamphlets directed to 
the Sovereigns of America; but I have not yet rec^ it. I 
have had one from another gentleman, and have read it 
■with pleasure. There are observations in it which merit 
the consideration of Congress & the United States ; and 
to which I hope they ■will pay due attention. 

With y* most affectionate regards, I have the honour 

to be, Sir, -\t n \.t i -la i. 

' ' - Yr m" oh' hble. sert. 

JOHN TEMPLE TO .* 

Pali. Mall, Tuesday Morn,, 
August 31, 17S4. 
Dear Sir, — I have this instant received your letter of 
the 29* from Faniham; but have not heard a word from 

• Oiir lale associats R. C. Winthrop, Jr., has indorsed this letter in pencil " To 
Bisliop of Winchester?" The Bishop of Winchester at the timB the letter was written 
v&a BrownlOK North, a haif-brother of Frederick, Lord North ; and while the reference to 
Famham might suggest that the Bishop was the parson addressed, it aeema more probable 
that the letter was written to George Rose, who had not long before become a supporter 
of Mr, Pitt, and had been made Secretary to the Treasury. See Dictionarj- of Kalional 
Biography, TOl. .tli. pp. Ufi, 147 i rol. xlix. pp. 226-230. — ED3. 
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M' Pitt since I was with him about three weeks ago; 
altho' he then assured me, as he did at the first interview 
I had the honor of having with him, that in a very few 
days I sh'^ hear again from him. 

Is it not almost infatuation that a business so plain 
as that on which I came to England at the instance of 
the Commander in Chief abroad sh'' remain so long 
unfinished? Is it possible that so reasonable a proposal 
as I have made, concerning myself personally, sh'' cause 
government to pause on that account? I asked no more 
in emolument than that I might be fairly repaired the 
injustice done me by the late minister in his mad career 
at ruining the empire & thereby to be only as well off 
as those incendiaries, Bernard & Hutchinson, who became 
the willing instruments of such irreparable mischief, to 
be only as well off as I sh^ have been had I remained in 
office, when from such reparation, in justice dne to my 
family, if I died to-morrow solid & important national 
advantages would undoubtedly result to this country ? 
for I need not tell you, (your late Commander in Chief 
Sir Guy Carleton from personal knowledge, D' Price, M' 
Jackson, Lord Barrington, Sir Cecil Wray, M' Trecothick, 
Lord Dartmouth, & others, who have been written to on 
the subject, by sincere friends to this country, can inform 
you) that no small part of the United States, particularly 
those of New England, will be established in good or ill 
humour with this government, according to its attention 
to this business I came about, and are now waiting with 
impatience the result of my visit here, where in truth 
I have been too long in a state of uncertainty to be 
consistent with my own personal interest. 

With regard to the policy to be observed by this 
country towards the American States, I have so fully and 
so faithfully given my sentiments upon it, that it is 
unnecessary for me at present to say any thing more, 
further than that I have no inflexible opinions which 
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would prevent me, sh^ I become a servant of the Crown 
of England, from faithfully & zealouslj entering into the 
measures of my superiors in government. When I do 
place a confidence in any gentleman, it is almost an im- 
Hmited confidence ; from what I have myself observed, 
& from the character I have heard of him, I have suph 
a confidence in M'' Rose, & therefore I will enclose you 
an extract of a letter I yesterday received from my Lord 
Temple, with whom I have had since I saw M' Pitt 
some confidential conversation both with regard to his 
own present situation and t6 mine. His sentiments 
appear to me to be clear, manly, & decided. I wish he 
had, & I hope he soon will have, a share in the executive 
government of this country. 

I intended to have called & to have suggested some 
observations which might be nsefuH to M' Atkinson, if 
he means to maintain his ground (which is undoubtedly 
ffood ground) against the incendiary writers in opposition 
to him, but upon consideration, I think it is better for me 
to decline it untill I have the honor to hear from Down- 
ing Street, 

I need not again request that the enclosed extract & 
sentiments concerning it may be confined to your own 
perusal. 

With great esteem I am, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant. 

J. Temple. 

Will you do me the favor by return of the post to 
acknowledge the receipt of this letter, as I shall not be 
perfectly easy till I know it hath not miscarried. 



MRS. JOHN TEMPLE TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Pall Mall, March the 7'", 1785. 

Mt dear Father, — It is long, very long, since I did 
myself the honour of writing to you ; a fear of being 
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troublesome and a diffidence of affording you entertain- 
ment have been my reasons; and particularly as I have 
never omitted writing to my mother by every opportun- 
ity, it has seemed unnecessary for me to trouble you 
with a repetition of my poor ideas. I cannot now resist — . 
the desire of acquainting my dear papa that the last / 
Tuesday's Gazzett announced M' Temple's appointment,* ' 
and on Friday he kiss'd bands, as I am sure he partici- 
pates with a truely parental heart with us at the smiles 
of Fortune ; we have indeed tasted deep of the bitter 
cup, but it has taught experience ; we mean only to sip 
gentlely of the sweet, and nurse her smiles. Honesty is 
the best policy, a proverb truely verified in my hus- 
band, — he has suffered for it ; he is now rewarded for it. 
We cannot yet say when we shall embark, but I do 
suppose it will be the last of April or the beginning of 
May. We are however making every necessary prepara- 
tion for our voyage. M" Temple met with a very eligant 
little writing table which we both thought would please 
you from its lightness, neetness, & conveniency, and 
he thinks it will not be less acceptable for having been 
the great Earl of Chatham's. It was sold with some 
other things of his that came from Hays at his brokers. 
Cap' Scott has taken it under his particular charge ; I 
have put into the drawers all the late papers. I wish I 
had some news to amuse my dear papa; but the truth is 
that my poor head'is almost bereft of the little sense it 
had by the continual noise; one party crying Fox for _3 
ever — the other No Fox. On Friday the scrutiny for 
Westminster ended, the high bailiff made his return, 
when M' Fox was found to be one of the members. His 
mob therefore assembled, obliged every body to light 
their houses, and on Saturday night the same; not con- 
tent with this, they have this day drawn him in his car- 
riage without horses to the House of Commons, and aa 

• M Consul General for Great Britain in the United States. — Eds. 
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soon as it was dark every one has been ordered to put 
up candles or have their windows brock ; it is now past 
twelve o'clock, the streets are as full and as noisey as at 
high noon. So much of this noise will put an end to his 
small remains of popularity, as it seems to give a disgust 
even to those who have seem'd to wish him well, for en- 
couraging so much rioting and idleness. I have wrote 
my mother a long letter; my best affections to her, in 
which I am joind by M' Temple and in dutyful respects 
to you; and I beg you will believe me, niy dear Father, 
Your dutyful and affectionate daughter. 

E. Temple. 
I have put into Betsey's drawers a box of very CA-cellent 
corn salve which has a very great reputation here. 



EGBERT EMMET TO JOHN TEMPLE.* 

Mt d" S", — In due time I rec'* yonr favor, and am 
satisfyd that your silence did not proceed from any 
neglect of or indifference to the point I sollicited yoLi 
upon.f You certainly must be the best judge of the 
most probable means for succeeding, and in that opinion 
I was perfectly easy as to the mode. I am glad that the 
subject of my suit does not appear unreasonable to you, 
and I would feign hope that success would consequently 
attend it, not that success is always the attendant of even 
the most reasonable suits, but at any rate you have my 
most sincere thanks ; and believe me when I assure you, 
that your success in your own application will always 
give me infinitely more pleasure than a refusal in mine 
would give uneasiness. I felt for your situation & am 

" Dr. Robert Emmet was an eminent physician in Dulilin ; but he is non-bestfinowti sa 
thefather of two more distiaguEsbed aons, Thomas Addis Emmet, who died in New York, 
in 1837, and Robart Emmet, who was ejceouted for bigh treason in 1S03. See Dlolionary 
of National Biography, vol. xvil. pp. *i2-364. —Eds. 

t Dr. Emmet hsA written to Temple with reference to obtaining an increased salary as 
" State PhvEiuian " in Dublin. — Eds. 
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really happy that you are at last honorably provided for 
and independant. May no cloud darken the sunshine 
of remaining life. I have mentiond what you desird 
to Capt. Fenton* whose waspish father is freed from the 
cares of this life, and has left his two daughters without 
sixpence to provide a loaf of bread. What can be done 
for them I do not well know, but as the father sub- 
stantiated claims upon government to a very consider- 
able amount, possibly moderate pensions miiy be obtaind 
for them on a dereliction of their proportion of their 
claims. Something in this way is all that at present 
occurrs to my son or me to be done for them, but any 
assistance in our powers they certainly shall not want. 
I take the liberty of enclosing herewith a letter for my 
second son, who will be in London I believe about the 
time this may reach you. I shall not say any thing in 
his favor, more than he hitherto has never damp'd my 
most sanguine expectations. Few parents can look with 
the contented pride and satisfaction which I do on both 
my grown up sons, and the young one seems to stand 
as fair for honorable fame, if I may judge of a child's 
talents. Temple you know, and I tell you with pleasure 
that he is on the high ground of his profession, lov'd and 
esteem'd by every one who knows him ; and I have had 
the same character of Tom from Scotland. I must like- 
wise add in justice to my third son, GrenviUe (for tho he 
is your heir, I cannot help in some measure calling him 
my third son) that he will I trust one day make as great 
a figure in his country as Temple will in Ireland ; and he 
will then I think be the first lawyer in America. Adieu, 
present my affec* regards to M" Temple. It is hard, me- 
thinks, that M' Jackson, Tracy and [illeffible] nephew 
John should come to Ireland to take passage for America, 

• Capt. John Fenton married Elizabelh, a younger sister of John Temple. See Boston 
Rec. Com. Rep., vol. xxic. p. 16; N. E. Gen. and Hist. Beg., vol. x. p.76; 2 ProceedingB, 
vo!.viii.p.4I3. — ED3. 
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and you will do it from England. If your ship should 
touch at Cork, will you give me the pleasure of at least 
seeing you? Could you not regulate matters so as to 
come to Ireland and be ready when the ship you are to 
go out in should call at Cork to embark ? but I am wish- 
ing, I fear, in vain. Adieu again, may you be always 
liappy. 

Yours very sincerely. 

EoB* Emmet. 

Dublin, April 17, 1785. 



ADDRESS OF GOVERNOR BOWDOIN TO THE GENERAL 
COURT. 



You having done me the honour of electing me to the 
office of chief magistrate of the Commonwealth, I take 
this opportunity of declaring my acceptance of it. 

I have a due sense of the honour you have conferred, 
and shall e.xpress it more fully as soon as may be after 
the complete organization of the government. 

I have understood, Gent", that several things have, 
with great assiduity, been suggested to the disadvantage 
of my political character ; and particularly, that I am 
under British influence. The other suggestions (so far 
as I have heard of them) are of little importance ; but 
this is of such a nature that I find myself obliged to take 
some notice of it. I would therefore observe, that an 
honest man, whose character as such I am conscious be- 
longs to me, cannot take the oath of office required by 
the constitution and at the same time be under such 
an influence. 

That oath was deemed a sufficient guard against the 
influence suggested, and my taking it may satisfy you 
there was no ground for the suggestion. But, Gentle- 
men, as it is essential to the good of the Commonwealth, 
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that the people at large and the General Court in par- 
ticular should have a firm trust and confidence in the 

integrity of their first magistrate, my duty to them and 
to my own character requires that I should explicitly 
declare at my first entering upon that important office, 
and I do accordingly declare, that I never have been, 
that I am not, and (so far as a man can afiirm in regard 
to his future conduct) that I will not be, under any 
foreign influence whatever ; but on the contrary that 
the whole of my administration shall in every respect 
according to my best knowledge and ability be conducted 
by the principles of the constitution. 

Though this declaration may be unnecessary with 
regard to you, Gentlemen, as I am sure it is in regard 
to those who are fully acquainted with my political 
principles and character, it may notwithstanding be 
proper in reference to the good people of the Common- 
wealth in general ; especially as the suggestions above- 
mentioned have been very widely disseminated. 

I am now ready, Gentlemen, to take the oaths of office 
pursuant to the requisitions of the constitution. 
Senate Chamber, May 27, 1785. 



BICHARD PRICE TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Sir, — I received with particular satisfaction your kind 
note and the copy printed at Boston of my pamphlet on 
the American Revolution. Your attention to me in this 
instance does me great honour and deserves my best 
thanks. I .commit to Providence this attempt to assist 
the United States in making such an improvem* of their 
present situation as may render it a blessing to them and 
to the world. I may be mistaken in many points; but I 
am conscious of having no other intention than to pro- 
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mote according to the best of my judgm' the best inter- 
ests of society. There has been lately an edition of this 
pamphlet publish'd in London with a translation of M' 
Turgot's letter and some other additions. I have sent a 
few copies of this edition to Boston by M' Jackson, who, 
probably, will be arrived there long before this letter can 
reach you, which is to be convey'd in a packet directed to 
two brothers of the name of Lewis, who have for some 
time resided at Boston and carried on the business of 
linnen-drapers there. I am informed that these two 
young men are on account of their coming immediately 
from HaUifax suspected to be Tories and refugees. But 
no suspicion can be more unjust. There are few families 
with which I have been so long and so well acquainted. 
The father was a dissenting minister in this country of 
the best character and principles. He left six sons and a 
daughter who, I believe, are all of them virtuous and 
worthy and zealous friends to civil and religious liberty 
and American independence. The daughter has a large 
family and makes a valuable part of my congregation. 
I hope you will have the goodness to excuse me for 
mentioning these particulars. I mean nothing but to 
prevent two honest men from suffering by a ground- 
less suspicion; and my principal intention in this letter 
is to convey to you my grateful acknowledgm'* of the 
notice you have taken of me, and to assure you that, 
with great respect and all good wishes, I am, S% 
Your very obed' and humble serv*. 

Rich" Price. 

Newinoton-Grbbs, neak Losuox, May 31", 17S5. 

I have just seen M" Temple. I find that it is probable 
that you have now received the highest testimony of 
approbation that can be given by the voice of a free 
people. Should this be the case, I hope you will par- 
don the impropriety in my manner of addressing you 
and accept my sincere congratulations. 
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ROBERT EMMET TO JOHN TEMPLE. 

Mr DK S% — Having rec'* a letter a few posts ago from 
Tom informiiig me that a recommendation had been made 
to M' Orde by the minister's desire in ray frtvor, I thought 
it would be but right to inform M'' Orde of the nature of 
my suit, in order to his being qualifyd to comply with 
that recommendation. I accordingly waited upon him 
yesterday with a memorial for liis Grace of Rutland,* 
stateing all the particulars which I had before men- 
tioned to you, and submitting to his justice and dig- 
nity the propriety of encreasing my salary. In the 
course of conversation wherein nothing definite passd 
Mr. Orde asked me whether a son of yours did not live 
with me, and mention'd his having been recommended to 
liis notice by a letter from you and tw-o or three other 
friends in England, but did not say one word of any man- 
ner of recommendation on the subject I was then address- 
ing for, which I own surprizd me as I thought it would be 
very natural for him on such an occasion to have said 
" that he had been written to on it, and would with 
pleasure, or was sorry that he could not, forward my 
suit," and I thought it but proper to intiuiate the 
point to you, least possibly in the very great and un- 
avoidable hurry which M' Rose has been for some time 
precipitated in, he may have forgotten, or inattentively 
express'd the nationally immaterial matter of my suit, 
which however is to me of very great consequence, being 
the intended allowance for the poor young physician whose 
name I have had the good luck of having inserted in the 
patent with mine thro the goodness of the Marquis of 
Buckingham. I am therefore to request your hinting M' 
Orde's not having mentiond any thing of the recommen- 

• Charles Manners, 4lh Duke of Eulland, was, when this letter waa written, Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland ; anil Thomas Orde was Chief Secretary. Dr. Emmet held the appoint- 
ment of pliysiciaii to the Lord Lieutenant Eds. 
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dation if you think proper so to do to M' Rose — other 
wise not. All my family join in respectfull comp* to you 
and M" Temple, with y' very affec* 

KoB'' Emmet. 

June 2, 1785. 

M' Orde hag sent a card of invitation for Grenville to 
dine with him next Sunday. 



ADDRESS TO GOVERNOR BOWDOIN. 

We the subscribers, Merchants and Traders in the 
Town of Boston, beg leave to congratulate your Ex- 
cellency, while we felicitate onr country, upon your 
' appointment to the office of Chief Magistrate in this 
Commonwealth, 

As a people we are by no means in an eligible situa- 
tion ; our finances are deranged, our commerce exposed, 
and our government has not yet acquired that degree of 
energy and of dignity which is essentially necessary to 
otir national happiness. Thus circumstanced, we cannot 
but be highly pleased at your being placed at the head of 
government, since from the exercise of wisdom, prudence, 
industry, ceconomy, and those other virtues which you so 
eminently possess, we may reasonably hope for the most 
happy effects, as well npon our habits and manners as a 
people as npon the general state of our public affairs. 

But we esteem it a peculiar felicity that in the present 
alarming state of our commerce, we have for our Gov- 
ernor a gentleman who cannot fail to sympathize with 
us at the gloomy prospect of our declining trade, and who 
we doubt not will chearfully make every exertion in his 
power to render us again respectable as a commercial 
people. 

Sensible that you are now placed in a very arduous 
and important station, and desirous of rendering its du- 
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ties easy to yourself and beneficial to the public, we shall 
on every occasion with chearfuluess and alacrity give you 
the utmost assistance in our power. 

May your health and your usefulness to this people be 
long continued, and may you ever enjoy, not only the 
high satisfaction which results from a conscious integrity 
and rectitude of conduct, but the rational applause of a 
grateful people. 



Jacob Williams 
Samuel Brown 
Chowell Hatch 

ThOM' L. WlNTHKOP 

Nathaniel Gokham 
Tho' Highborn 
MuNGo Mackay 
John Marston 
Joseph Head 
, W" Grat 
Herman Bbimmer 
John Bromfield 
Thomas Dennie 
John Hurd 
Chambers Russell 
Elisha Doane 
TiM° Newell 
Jn" Andrews 
Jon'h Austin 
W" Breok 
Henry Jackson 
Isaiah Doane 
Tristram Coffin 
William Parsons 
Daniel Sargent 
Martin Brimmer 
Joseph Barrell 



W" Phillips 

Ebenezer Storee 
Edward Payne 
Will. Powell 
IjEO : Jartis 
Sam'' Breok 
Sam' Barrett 
John Coffin Jones 
Eben Parsons 
W" Foster 
Charles Sigournet 
Jon* Mason 
Dan. Hubbard 
D" Sears 
Thomas Lee 
Samuel Conant, Je 
John Codman, Jus 
W" Smith 
EoB' McNeill 
William Phillips, jun" 
Isaac Smith 
Timothy Fitch 
Stephen Bruce 
John Erving, Ju' 
Nehemiah Somes 
Joseph Coolidqb 
Elisha Turner 
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"Will. Shattuck Samuel Parkman 

Shrimpton Hutchinson Jon*^ Jackson 

John Wheelwright Edward Davis 

Joseph Russell, Jun John Browne 

Job Phince Stephen Higginson 

Sam. a. Otis Sam. Swan 

Sam. Bradstreet Sam'' Eliot 
Joseph Foster 

To HIS ExcELLEN'cv James Bowdoin, Esq". 
BosTOs, June i, 1785, 



ADDRESS TO GOVERNOR BOWDOIN. 

Boston, 7".' June, 1785. 
To HIS ExcKLi-EfjcY James Bowdoin, ^^sq", &c., &c. 
May it please your Excellency : 

We the Committee of Tradesmen & Manufacturers 
of the Town of Boston do in their names congratulate 
your Excellency on your appointment to the chief seat 
of government. 

It affords us the highest pleasure at this interesting 
period, that a gentleman is placed at the head of the 
Commonwealth who is so particularly acquainted with 
the interest of this country, & on whose wisdom, integ- 
rity, & decision we can so confidently rely. 

Your Excellency's disposition to encourage the manu 
factures of this country (the embarrassed state of which 
has not escaped your notice) gives us the most pleasing 
expectation of your patronage & support ; & we antici- 
pate the fond idea that measures will soon be adopted by 
this State fully adequate to the removal of the difficulties 
under which we at present labour. 

The unanimity which so generally prevails throughout 
the several branches of the Legislature we conceive a 
happy presage to produce those national blessings, so 
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earnestly desired by every sincere friend to the inde- 
pendance of America. 

May your administration be happy, may union & 
stability prevail in all our public councils, & may your 
Excellency by a faithfull discharge of the important 
duties of your station ever receive the wannest ac- 
knowledgements of the people over whom you preside. 



Sam"- Jarvis 
EoBEKT M^Elrot 
Jn" Skinner 
Barnab^ Webb 
Jeffret Richardson 
Joseph Loverinq 
W: Frobishbr 
Eben^ Foster 
Moses Ring 
And" Newell 
Matt" Clark 



John Grat 
GiBBiNS Sharp 

George Lush 
Samuel Barrett 
Benj' Austin, jun:" 
Sarson Belcher 
William Hawes 
Joshua Witherlb 
Sam"- Bangs 
James Wakefeild 
Gawen Brown 
John Dyer 
John B. Gould 
Jon* Kettell 



ROBERT EMMET TO JOHN TEMPLE. 

Mt d° S', — Yesterday I rec'' your very friendly favor 
encloseing a coppy of your letter to M' Orde, for which 
you have my most grateful! aclinowledgments, whether 
it shall be productive or not the wish of a friend and tlie 
affection of a kinsman are obvious in it, & intention, is 
what T chiefly look to in all human transactions ; the 
event being wholly in the disposal of a higher power. 
Accept my thanks again, and were I to aollicit another 
favor from you, it would be your enabling me to pay 
them personally to you in Ireland. Surely a week might 
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be dedicated to seeing your nieces and kinsmen who can- 
not go to see you; of Grenville I say nothing, as he is 
not so circumstane'd, but surely you may see him to aa 
much advantage in Ireland as in England, and your jaunt 
here, accompanyd by M" Temple (for without her, we 
one and all object to your comeing) would not be much 
more expensive than his going to England and return 
home. Do seriously consider it, and if you conveniently 
can comply, do not refuse what would give such real 
pleasure to so many friends. Three days brings you to 
the Head; eight or ten hours to Dublin, and in Dublin a 
friend's house and warmest wellcome shall receive you, 
without sixpence expence. Prithee try and oblige in this 
one instance. As to my young Docf who I believe 
troubles you every day — I have sent a pacquet for him 
which I shall beg of you to deliver, and the contents of 
which 1 need not mention as he undoubtedly will make 
you acquainted with it. The oddity of it may make you 
laugh ; if it does so much the better. 'T was the whim 
of a moment, if worth trying to realize he may do it; if 
not he may let it resolve into its primitive transiency, 
and end there. Your nieces Fenton must feel extremely. 
obllgd by the very active part which you have taken in 
trying to procure an independence for them. It may not 
equal their expectations and fall very farr short of their 
wishes ; but it is a great deal to be put above wretched- 
ness and dependence, the only legacies their father could 
leave them ; and you have been a most affectionate par- 
ent in procureing it for them. May your wishes to serve 
your friends he productive of such events in your own 
favor as to make assistance of friends scarcely necessary 
to you or yours. 

I am, my d' S'', with very great regard, 

Affec'' yours. 

Rob' Emmet. 

Dublin, June 7, 1785. 
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SAMUEL OSGOOD TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

New York, June 20'\ 1785. 
SlB, — Whenever any event takes place which tends 
greatly to promote the true interests of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, my affection for her will not 
permit me to refrain from expressing sentiments of the 
most sincere satisfaction. Among the many instances 
which have inspired me with gratitude to Heaven for a 
favorable interposition, there are a few of that impor- 
tance that they will never fail to make the deepest im- 
pressions on my mind. 

The surrender of the British army at Saratoga. 
The approhation of the good people of Massachusetts 
of the frame of government that was proposed to them. 

The termination of the late war in the acknowledge- 
ment of the independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica; & a treaty of peace much more favorable than many 
expected. 

These were great & happy events. And permit me, 
Sir, to add one to the number which must afford every 
virtuous man sincere pleasure, because it is an evidence 
of the wisdom & virtue of the Commonwealth, which is 
that of your Excellency's appointment to & acceptance of 
the chair of government. 

Notwitlistanding the limitation of power, yet your 
Excellency will have a great opportunity of displaying 
the true principles of a virtuous republican patriot, by a 
uniform adherence to the spirit of our excellent constitu- 
tion, which I am sure will be adopted by you as a rule 
not to be varied from in your administration. 

That plain, unaffected conduct which marked you as 

» Samuel Osgood was born in Aodover, Mass., Feb. 1*, 1T18, graduated at Harvard Col- 
lege ;n 1770, and died in New York Aug. 12, 1S13. He look a Tery aelive part in public 
affairs, and filled many important offices under the Stale and the national govenimant'. 
See Appleton's Cjclopadia of American Biography, vol. iv. p. 60O. — Eds, 
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one of the most worthy of the private citizens, because 
it evidenced a disposition not to procure preferment by 
undue means, will be equally valuable in public life, 
■where example is frequently productive of the most 
happy consequences. 

Without knowledge & virtue in the people as well as 
their magistrates, a republican government may become 
more oppressive k more dangerous than almost any other 
kind of government. It is therefore sincerely to be 
wished that they may be placed in such an advantageous 
point of light as to render them estimable in the highest 
degree. And I flatter myself that in this view, as in all 
others, your Excellency will be peculiarly instrumental 
in promoting the happiness of the Commonwealth ; and 
in having done this, I doubt not, you will have obtained 
the ultimate object of your wishes, 

I have to request that your Excellency will pardon nie 
for intruding thus far; and that you will believe me to 
be, with sentiments of the greatest respect, 

Your Excellency's most obedient servant. 

Samuel Osgood. 

Hrs Excellency James Bowdoin, Esq*'. 



ADDRESS TO GOVERNOR BOWDOIS. 
Mat it pr.r.ASE tour Excellency, — 

The Inhabitints of the Town of Newbury Port beg leave 
to express to your Excellency their great satisfaction at 
your promotion to the place of first Magistrate of this 
Commonwealth, 

The cntical state of our commerce and the weight of 
public debt that presses us demand the strictest at- 
tention to every commercial and oeconomical principle 
that may extricate ns from our embarrassed situation ; 
and it gives us the greatest pleasure to reflect that we 



y Google 



1785.] ADDRESS TO GOVERNOR BOWDOIN. 57 

have by the blessing of Heaven a Governor whose abili- 
ties, integrity, and unremitted attention to the interests 
of the people, will provide every remedy in the power of 
the supreme executive authority of tliis Commonwealth. 
When we look bacic to your Excellency's conduct 
during the administrations of the late royal governors, 
at a time when the rights and liberties of the people were 
struggling against the encroachments of ambition and the 
lust of power, when secret influence aided by all the 
douceurs in the gift of royalty was making large strides 
to divide and oppress us ; we find your Excelleney, 
unawed by power, unseduced by the flattering attentions 
of its artful minions, uniformly employed in stemming the 
torrent of corruption and in supporting th-e priviledges 
and freedom of your country. We cannot therefore but 
view it as an auspicious omen to our fellow citizens, that 
at this time the same gentleman is placed in the chair of 
government, that he may contribute to the preserving 
and continuing of those political blessings he was so greatly 
instrumental in procuring. We hope your Excellency 
will not consider this address as indicating an inclination 
to enjoy the particular attentions of the supreme Magis- 
trate. We know your Excellency too well to expect any 
other advantages from your administration than what we 
shall receive in common with our fellow citizens ; and it 
is our own opinion that such advantages only have we a 
right to expect. We are however fully sensible that the 
best administration of the several powers of government 
will not alone render a people happy. They must con- 
tribute to this benevolent design by a steady adherence 
to the principles of piety, religion, and morality : these 
principles ought to be widely diffused and deeply im- 
planted. And it gives us sincere pleasure that the tenor 
of your Excellency's life exhibits a distinguished example 
worthy of our imitation. As the powers with which your 
Excellency is invested by the Constitution are a trust 
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delegated by the people, io beemplojed for their benefit, 
we beg your Excellency to be assured that in the appli- 
cation of them you shall receive from us every assisfance 
we can afford you, necessary to render your administra- 
tion honourable to yourself and useful to the public. 
By order and in behalf of the Town, 

Edw" Wigglesworth '\ 
M. Hodge Select 

Datid Coats > 

Will" Coombs Men. 

W" Baetlet J 

July T\ 1T85. 

At a legal meeting of the freeholders & other inhabi- 
tants of the Town of Newbury port, by law quallified to vote 
in Town affairs, held this seventh day of July, a. d. 1785. 

Whereas, the Town at this meeting, have ordered an 
address signed by the Select Men on their behalf to be 
presented to his Excellency the Governor, 

Voted, that Honb' Nath" Tracy, Theophilns Parsons, 
and Honb' Tristram Dalton, Esq", be a Committee to 
present the same. 

Attest. M. Hodge, Town Clerk. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE CLmTON* 

Boston, July 18, J785. 
His Exc" Geokge Clinton, Esq., 

Gov of ye State of New York. 
Sir, — The enclosed order of the Legislature of this 
Commonwealth will shew to y' Exc^ their sense of the 
proceedings of the Legislature of the State of New York in 
regard to the territory lying to the westward of Hudson's 
river, and claimed by this State. 

• Printed from a rough drauglit in Bovrdoin'e handwtidog, with 
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An attempt by either State to purchase of the natives 
their right in that territory, and to dispose of, grant, or 
settle any part of it, while their respective claims, (sub- 
mitted to the decision of commissioners mutually chosen, 
under the authority of Congress) remain undecided, would, 
as we conceive, be judged by the States disinterested as 
altogether improper. And the impropriety of such a 
measure in itself considered, but especially considered in 
relation to the confederation, and the principles upon which 
thai is bottomed, prevented this State from adopting it. 

Though it appears by the New York newspapers, that 
your Exc*" with the other commissioners of the land office 
had returned from Fort Herkimer, having there held a 
treaty with the Oneida and other Indians, in pursuance of 
an act of the Legis. of New York, and accomplished your 
business very successfully, w;e cannot entertain a thought 
that either your Exc^ or your Legislature can intend, or 
will suffer, the cession or grant of lands made to your 
State by those Indians to operate in any respect whatever 
to the disadvantage of this Commonwealth. 

By that Act passed y* 11*'' of April last for facilitating 
the settlement of the waste lands claimed to be within 
y' State of New York, it appears that the measures for 
accomplishing that business are to be pursued with great 
dispatch; and for that purpose that y* Surveyor General 
was directed by it to remove his of&ce by the first of June 
(last) to Albany. 

You will permit me to observe here, that although the 
Legislature of this State have no right to intermeddle in 
matters out of their jurisdiction, yet as your Exc'' must 
know or have reason to think that the said Act and the 
proceedings in consequence of it, have respect to a terri- 
tory claimed by this State, they will not incur your cen- 
sure for the order they have passed on y* occasion; and 
you win think it my duty to request, and accordingly in 
the name and behalf of the Legislature of this State, I 
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do request your Excellency, that all proceedings relative 
to those lands may be stayed until the Commissioners 
appointed for the purpose shtill have determined the right 
of the two governments in them. 

With the utmost respect, I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Yr. Exec's most ob' hble. servant. 



ANSWER TO THE ADDRESS FROM KEWBURYPOET. 

Gentlemen", — The Address of the Town of Newbury 
Port, conceived in terms so respectful, does me great 
honour. 

I beg the favour of the Selectmen to signify to the 
Town my grateful acknowledgments for it; and that 
you. Gentlemen, their worthy Committee, would accept 
my thanks for the polite manner in which it lias been 
commiinicated. 

It is very unfortunate that at a time when the weight 
of the public debt presses heavily upon us our commerce 
should be in so embarrassed a state. This embarrass- 
ment, however, was an effect to be expected from the 
excessive importations that have taken place ; but very 
happily, it will work its own cure, which will be hastened 
by a strict attention to the principles so judiciously 
pointed out by the address. An attention to the same 
principles will also operate to the diminution and linal 
discharge of the public debt. I should be happy in 
suggesting means that would in either case co-operate 
with those principles. 

In the mean time, amidst theembarrassmentsarisingfrom 
the greatness of thatMebt, it must give a high satisfaction 
to reflect that it purchased the liberty of our country. 

That liberty and that debt, in circumstances like ours, 
are in our ideas of them necessarily associated ; and the 
latter, however pressing, considered in that association, 
cannot be deemed an evil. 
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To every person not wholly destitute of sensibility it 
must give a real pleasure to be assured that his pubhc 
conduct is approved by his countrymen ; especially when 
it has a reference to times and circumstances peculiarly 
difficult and interesting. The assurances now given that 
my past conduct has been thus approved give me the 
highest satisfaction. And it shall be my endeavour in 
the imj)ortant station in which my countrymen have 
placed me that they shall have no reason to withdraw 
their good opinion. 

The good people of Newbnry Port, too generous to 
indulge a monopolizing spirit, wish from administration 
for those advantages only which their fellow citizens in 
general have in common with themselves a right to ex- 
pect. And these, so far as my influence shall extend, 
they certainly shall receive. 

The best administration of government (as they justly 
observe) will not alone render a people happy. They must 
contribiite to their own happiness by an adherence to the 
principles recommended in the address. " Those princi- 
ples ought to he," and I wish to see them, " widely dif- 
fused and deeply implanted." 

I thank the Town for the assurances they have so 
obligingly given that in the application of the powers with 
■which I am vested by the Constitution I shall receive 
from them every assistance they can afford, necessary to 
render the administration of government honourable to 
the Governonr and useful to the publick. 

On my part it is proper to assure them that as those 
powers were derived from the people to be employed 
for their benefit, the assistance of my brother citizens 
of Newbury Port shall he requested only in cases in 
which the affording it shall conduce to their own hon- 
our and benefit, and to the honour and benefit of the 
. Commonwealth. 

July 22, 1785. 
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JAMES BOWDOra TO THE GOVERNOR OF CONNECTICUT. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Boston, July 27, 1735. 

Sir, — I have observd a law passed by the Legislatm-e 
of Connecticntt, whereby a duty is laid on goods im- 
ported into that State from any of the United States, 
while the same goods are exempted from a duty if im- 
ported into that State from a foreign country. This dis- 
tinction, so manifestly giving a preference to foreigners 
in prejudice to the United States, it is to be feared, may 
be construed as indicating an abatement of that mutual 
affection and good humour which subsisted among them 
in the time of their calamity & distress ; wliich was in- 
dispensibly necessary while they were jointly struggling 
against common injury, and which will be equally neces- 
sary while they continue, as they at present are, em- 
barkd in the same common interest and exposed to 
common danger. 

By the blessing of Heaven, our united conflict with the 
late invaders of our right hath terminated in independ- 
ence. But should those invaders, who appear not to be 
possessd of that friendly temper which becomes nations 
in amity by solemn treaty, discover a disposition in the 
United States to treat each other as foreigners, and even 
to indulge strangers in benefits of commerce to the ex- 
clusion of each other from an equal share in such bene- 
fits, will they not entertain hopes, & will not those hopes 
be too well grounded, that an undue attachment to sep- 
erate interests in individual States may be productive of 
cold indifference towards each other, of total disregard, 
of jealousy, animosity, and even hatred ? and that in so 
divided and jarring a condition these States may in time 
be subdued with ease, although they were proof against 
the whole strength of their enemies while they continued 
an united band of friends. Experience has taught the 
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world that friendship among confederated states may be 
dissolved as well as between private men ; in both easea 
the same latent cause may produce the same train of 



But the act above referrd to not only injures in its 
operation the foreign commerce of this Commonwealth, 
but prevents its citizens from vending articles of their 
own manufacture to the citizens of Connecticutt. This 
must be considered as the more exceptionable, inasmvich 
as for the sake of cementing the Union which is the true 
policy of the confederated Commonwealth, our laws exact 
no duties on the manufactures of any of the United States, 
and in regard to commerce their citizens respectively stand 
upon a footing with our own. 

I beg your Excellency to take the subject of this letter 
into your consideration, and if you think proper to com- 
municate the same to the Legislature of Connecticutt. 
I have the honour to be, with unfeigned sentiments of 
friendship & esteem, 

"Sir, yr. Exc^ most obed'' hble. serv*. 

To HIS EXCKLLENCT, 

I THE Gov OF T* State of Conkkcticut. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO THE GOVERNOR OF MARYLAND.* 

(Circular.) 

Commonwealth op Mabbachubetts, 
Boston, July aS'", 1785. 

Sir, — Tn compliance with the inclosed resolutions of 
the Legislature of this Commonwealth, I transmit for the 
perusal of your Excellency an Act passed in their last 
session for the regulating of Navigation and Commerce. 
This Act is intended as a temporary expedient to prevent 
as far as it is in the power of the Legislature of a single 
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State the effects of a system of commercial policy adopted 
by the British government, which, it is conceived, will 
be ruinous to the trade of the United States. That nation 
seems to build her hopes and expectations of carrying 
these plans into execution upon a supposed interference 
of commercial interests among these States, and a mutual 
jealousy arising therefrom, which will render it impracti- 
cable for them to agree to vest Congress with a sufficient 
power to regulate the trade of the United States. But 
such hopes must be grounded upon an antecedent, and, 
I would hope, mistaken opinion that these States in the 
time of their prosperity have lost that sense of honor and 
justice, that mutual feeling of friendship and attachment, 
and above all that public virtue and supreme regard to 
the interest and safety of the whole, which so powerfully 
actuated them in the day of common danger, and which 
will be ever essentially necessary so long as they shall 
continue to be one great confederated commonwealth. 
It highly concerns united sovei^dgn States duly to attend 
to the ruling principles of all well regulated societies; 
and it concerns them the more, because they may 
be more apt than others to forget that the interest of 
individuals must be governed by that of the whole. 

It is much to be desired that Congress may be vested 
with a well guarded power to regulate the trade of the 
United States. This being effected, the Act of our Com- 
monwealth will cease to operate. In the mean time it is 
to be relied on that the mutual friendship and good 
humour of the several States towards each other, their 
sentiments of honour and justice, will be a sufficient pledge 
that when measures wisely calculated to defeat the unjust 
designs of foreigners against the trade or general interest 
of the United States are taken by any individual State 
they may be adopted by all, so that no one State may be 
left to suffer essentially in its own trade by its laudable 
zeal and exertion for the common safety. 
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I shall from time to time transmit to your Excellency 
such Acts of the Legislature of this Commonwealth as 
may regard the general interest of the Confederacy, or 
that of your State in particular, and request you to oblige 
me with similar communications. 

I have the honor to be, with the most perfect esteem, 
Sir, 

Your Excellency's most obedient, humble serv'. 

James Bowdoin. 

His Excellency the Govebnor op the State of Maryland, 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

Boston, Aug. 12, 1735. 
HoN*'^ Benj* Franklin, Esq. 

Deah Sir, — I have the honour of enclosing to you 
several memoirs which about two years ago were read 
to the American Academy of Arts & Sciences. You will 
observe they originated from a review of letters and 
papers that had passed between us on philosophical sub- 
jects; and that they contain some observations on a 
paragraph or two ofyour printed letters. I should need 
to apologize for this liberty, did I not know yonr liber- 
ality of sentiment ; and that you would wish the improve- 
ment of science, whether the principles from which it 
resulted coincided, or not, with your own. 

Those memoirs will make a part of a volume now 
printing here under the direction of y* Academy. It will 
be completed in a ffew months, when I shall transmit 
a copy to your Exc^ unless I should have, which I ear- 
nestly hope for, an opportunity of presenting it person- 
ally. That hope is grounded on reports of yqur intention 
to embark soon for America. Wishing you every hap- 
piness, and that I shall soon have the pleasure of taking 
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you by the hand, I am, my dear fviend, with the most 
affectionate regard, in w""" M" Bowdoin desires to join 
■with me, 

Yr. most oV hble. serv*. 



WILLIAM VASSALL TO JAMES BOWDOIIT* 

Sir, — Being a sincere friend and wellwisher to Mas- 
sachusetts State, notwithstanding the very unmerited 
and very cruel manner in which I have been treated, I 
read with great pleasure that your Excellency, so justly 
distinguished for political knowledge & liberal princi- 
ples, was elected Governor & Chief Magistrate of the 
Commonwealth. 

I had the honour to be acquainted with your Excel- 
lency when I resided in Boston & conceived so high 
an opinion of your Excellency's benevolence, generous 
sentiments, and sacred regard for justice that I take the 
liberty to trouble your Excellency, with a plain and 
faithful narrative of my case. 1 want only common 
justice from the State, aud I flatter myself that your 
Excellency will, as a friend to justice & the oppressed, 
cheerfully grant me your friendly advice and assistance in 
my laudable endeavours to recover my rightful property, 
firmly persuaded that it will give your Excellency the 
highest pleasure to assist the injured to obtain that to 
which they have the justcst claim both in law and equity. 

I was appointed a Mandamus Counsellor and refused 
theoffice, being an infringement of the constitution. As 
soon after the battle of Lexington as I could procure a 

• William Vassal! was bnrn in the West Indies Nor. 23, 1716, graduated at Han-aid 
College in 1733, and died at Battersea Else, England, May 8, 1800. He was a prominent 
and active citizen whiie living in Anieriea, and the owner of a considerable qu.inlity of 
real estale. He was for many vean connecled with King's Chapel, and even when living 
in England protested against the ordination ot R«v, James Freeman. See N. E. Hist, and 
Gen. RcK-, vol. xvii. pp. 115, llfi; Sabine's American Loyalists, vol. ii. pp, 381, 388; 
Foole'fl Aiinala of King's Chapel, vol, ii. p. 4anote. — Eca. 
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vessel I removed from Boston to Nantucket, and put 
myself under the protection of Massachusetts State. I 
remaind at Nantucket till I found all communication 
was cut off from my estate in Jamaica, the sole property 
I depended on to maintain my family. Then, from ne- 
cessity, I removed to Great Britain, & ever since my 
arrival I have lived on Clapham Common in a retired 
manner, absolutely unconcerned with public affairs. I 
have never done any one thing in the lowest degree 
unfriendly to Massachusetts or any one of the United 
States. I have not violated in any one instance any 
one of the laws of Massachusetts or any one of the 
United States. August 12, 1775, I embarked at Nan- 
tucket for Great Britain, at which time there was no 
law, either of Massachusetts or any one of the United 
States, that prohibited or made it unlawful for me to 
remove to Great Britain or any part of the globe, with- 
out the permission of the legislative or executive au- 
thority of some one of the United States. (They were 
Provinces & Colonies of Great Britain when I removed), 
therefore my removal was innocent & lawful, conse- 
quently no arbitrary, ex post facto law can in the nature 
of things make it a crime or unlawful. The Holy Scrip- 
tures, reason, & common sense dictate, that where there 
is no law, there can be no ti-ansgression, & where there is 
no transgression there can be no punishment ; for punish- 
ment is nothing else hut the effect or consequence of the 
transgression of a penal law. An innocent person may un- 
happily be imprisoned, transported, banished, flagellated, 
may have his property confiscated, and may be put to 
death, but neither of these would be punishment. They 
would he a cruel arid wicked infliction of pain, misery, 
and death on an innocent person. This observation is 
agreeable to Delaware, North Carolina, and Maryland's 
Declaratio^n of Rights, and in Massachusetts' Declaration 
of Eights drawn up by a committee of which your Ex- 
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cellency was president, and adopted by the whole State 
as part of the Constitution ; my sentiment is expressly 
asserted, & declared in the following words in Article 24, 
viz., Laws made to punish for actions done before the 
existence of such laws, & which have not been declared 
to be crimes by any preceding laws, are unjust, oppres- 
sive, and incompatible with the fundamental principles 
of a free State. 

Three years & two months after my removal from 
Nantucket, viz., in Octo., 1778, the Gen' Court pass'd 
an Act wherein I am by name banished fiom Massa- 
chusetts State for my s'' innocent & lawful removal from 
8* State. As to the assertion that I had joind the 
enemies thereof, and had aided & abetted them in their 
wicked designs against the United States, it is directly 
contrary to truth, for I no more joind, aided or abetted 
them than the man in the moon. In April, 1779, an Act 
was passd enacting that the estates of every member 
& inhabitant of Massachusetts or any other of the United 
States, who had removed from that or any other of the 
United States without the permission of the legislative or 
executive authority of some one of the United States 
since April 19, 1775, and had not returned to some one 
of the United States & been receivd as a subject thereof, 
shall be confiscated to the State (This Act was made near 
4 years after my s'' innocent & lawful removal) and then 
declares, that whereas it is necessary that some mode of 
trial should be instituted whereby to determine whose 
estates are forfeited by force of s!iid Act, & whereby 
those persons who are accused of offences in this Act 
described, may have their property defended in the best 
manner that their situation will admit of, it enacts, that 
the Attorney Gen' shall exhibit to the Justices of the 
Inferior Court of Common Pleas where tlie estate Hes, 
a complaint, setting forth the offence such per.son is 
charged with, &c., and the issue shall be tried by a jury 
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in the known and ordinary course of law, and if such 
jury shall return their verdict & find the eame estate 
or any part thereof forfeited, the Court shall proceed 
to give judgment & shall issue a writ of habere facias 
possessionem in behalf of the government & people to 
cause them to be seized & possessed of the same. On 
the 19 of June, 1780, the Gen' Court by a Resolve 
appointed J. PrescoE, C. Davis, E. Wales, T. Dawes & 
S. Henshaw, Esq", to be a Committee with full power to 
hire money for the State, & to make over to the lenders 
for security the estates of such absentees as they should 
think proper, & resolved that nothing contained therein 
should be construed to express the sense of government 
as to the forfeitures of the estates of said absentees. 

The Gen' Court appoiuted the Hon*''' Oliver Wendell, 
Esq., State Agent for my estate, who took possession of 
my house in Boston & of the household furniture, & 
ordered s^ furniture to be sold at auction, where it was 
sold for about half its value, & the money that arose 
from the sale thereof is now in his hands which, he says, 
he cannot deliver up to my attorney, D' Lloyd, without 
an order from the Gen' Court. By force of s'' Resolve 
of June 19, 1780, said Committee borrowed July 14, 
1780, of P. N. Smith £50,000 Continental Currency and 
madfrover to him my house in Boston for security. The 
Gen' Court by an Act of Novem. 10, 1784, enacted, that 
all the estates of the persona meant, intended, or de- 
scribed in the Confiscation Act of April, 1779, which had 
been mortgaged by order of government, shall be con- 
sidered as having been confiscated, saving the right of 
redemption in the legal claimers upon their paying & 
discharging the mortgage according to the true intent 
& spirit of the same, which they are authorized to do in 
the same manner as the Commonwealth might, and if 
any action be brought. the mortgagee may plead the 
general issue and give the Act in evidence. 
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No part of my estate, real or personal, has been confis- 
cated by any special act made exjiressly for that purpose 
No issue has been tried by a jury respecting me, conse- 
quently no jury have by their verdict found that I had 
olfended in the manner described in s^ Act of April, 1779. 
No court has made up judgment against any part of my 
estate, as having been confiscated to the State, or ever 
has issued a writ of habere facias possessionem in behalf 
of the government & people to cause them to he seissed 
or possessed of any part of my estate. All these particu- 
lars s^ Act of April, 1779, expressly declares shall be done 
and makes necessary to be done before any person can be 
convicted by force of s*^ Act to have offended in manner 
therein described, k for which offence his estate shall be 
confiscated to the State, and before any court can make 
up judgment and issue a writ of facias habere posses- 
sionem to cause the government & people to be seissed 
and possessed of any part of my estate. No part of my 
estate was confiscated by s'' Resolve of June 19, 1780, 
because s'' Resolve expressly declares that nothing therein 
contained shall be construed to express the sense of gov- 
ernment respecting the forfeiture of the estates of absen- 
tees. For proof of all the above facts I appeal to all the 
Acts relating to confiscation made before Nov. 10, 1784, 
the Eesolves of the Gen' Court respecting the estates of 
absentees, and the Records of the Courts, 

By the foregoing it is self evident, that no part of my 
estate, real or personal, had been confiscated before Nov. 
10, 1784, either by a special Act made expressly for that 
purpose, or by the s'' Resolve of June 19, 1780, or by the 
verdict of a jury on s'' Act of April, 1779 ; that no court 
had made up judgment against any part of my estate, or 
had issued a writ of habere facias possessionem in behalf 
of the government & people to cause them to be seissed 
and possessed of any part of my estate. Notwithstanding 
these truths, & that the 6 Article of the Definitive Treaty 
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solemnly ratified by Congress January 14, 1784, e 
stipulates, that there be no further confiscations made, and 
that no person shall, for or on account of the part he may 
have taken in the present war, suffer any future loss or 
damage in his person, liberty, or property, the Gen' Court 
by an Act of Novem. 10, 1784, enacted that the estates of 
the persons meant, intended, or described in the Confis- 
cation Act of April, 1779, which estates have been mort- 
gaged by order of government, shall be considered as 
having been confiscated, saving the right of redemption 
in the legal claimers on paying & discharging the mort- 
gage according to the true meaning k spirit of the same. 
Now the Confiscation Act of April, 1779, is a gen' act 
and does not confiscate the estate of any particular ab- 
sentee by name, but expressly enacts that in order to 
determine who had offended in manner therein described, 
& that the person accused of having so offended might 
have his property defended in the best manner his situa- 
tion would admit of, that the issue should be tried by a 
jury in the known & ordinary course of law, and if such 
jury by their verdict should find the same estate or any 
part thereof forfeited, then the court should proceed to 
judgment & issue a writ of habere facias possessionem 
in behalf of the government & people, to cause them to 
be seissed & possessed of the same, so that by this their 
own Act and law the person accused of having offended 
in manner therein described, & for which offence his 
estate is demanded as forfeited, has been tried by a jury, 
& such jury have by their verdict found that he had of- 
fended in manner described in s^ Act, & for such offence 
his estate or some part of it is forfeited to the State, and 
the court has made up judgment & issued a writ of 
habere facias possessionem in belialf of the government 
& people, to cause them to be seissed & possessed of the 
same, s'^ accused person stands innocent in law, & cannot 
be held or deemed to be one of the persons meant, in- 
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tended, or described in s** Act of April, 1779, and the 
State, by this their own Act of April, 1779, has no more 
right to any part o£ his estate than the Grand Turk has : 
of consequence as no issue has been tried by any jury 
and no jury have by their verdict found that 1 had of- 
fended in the manner described in s^ Act of April, 1779, 
and that for such offence any part of my estate was con- 
fiscated to the State, and no court has made up judg- 
ment and issued a writ of habere facias possessionem in 
behalf of the government & people, to cause them to be 
seissed and possessed of any part of my estate, I stand 
free and innocent in law, and cannot be held and deemed 
to be one of the persons meant, intended, or described 
in s^ Act of April, 1779, and no part of my estate has 
been confiscated by force of s^ Act. Now as no part of 
my estate had been confiscated before Novem. 10, 1784, 
the enacting by s^ Act of Novem. 10, 1784, that my 
estate which had been mortgaged by s^ Committee by 
order of government, that is, by force of s^ Resolve of 
June 19, I7S0, shall be considered as having been con- 
fiscated, saving only the right of redemption upon paying 
& discharging the mortgage, is a glaring and most shame- 
ful violation of truth, & a new confiscation {quoad the 
amount of the mortgage) made by same Act in direct con- 
travention of the 6 Article of the Definitive Treaty. I 
told these facts to his Excellency John Adams, Esq', and 
showed him s"" Act of Novem. 10, 1784, To which he 
replied that he was sorry for it. M" Hayley is now in 
possession of my house in Boston by force of s^ Commit- 
tee's mortgage and asks a large sum for the redemption. 
I would make one observation ; viz., That if I should 
bring a writ of ejectment for possession of my house, M" ■ 
Hayley, the mortgagee, is directed by s'* Act of Novem. 
10, 1784, to plead the gen' issue and to give the Act in 
evidence, and the jury on their oaths must find, and the 
court on their oaths must adjudge, that my house had 
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been •confiscated guoad the anioiint of the mortgage, 
tho' thej at the same time knew that it had never been 
confiscated in toio, or in parte, that is, the jury must find, 
and the court must adjudge, that a thing had been done 
which they knew never had been done, or they must pay 
no regard to s^ Act & look upon it as a mere nullity, an 
awkward dilemma, 

I have been obliged to trouble your Excellency with a 
long detail of particulars to give a comprehensive and 
clear view of my case, by which I flatter myself that 
your Excellency will be convinced that I am greatly op- 
pressd and ought to be relieved. Depending on your 
Excellency's benevolence, liberality of sentiment & sacred 
regard for justice, I take the liberty to request that your 
Excellency will be pleased to converse with my attorney 
D'' James Lloyd, & give him your friendly opinion, whether 
it is probable, or not, if I ehould exhibit a Memorial to the 
Gen' Court respecting s'^ mortgage praying for relief, that 
I should succeed, and if you should think it is probable, 
that your Excellency will be go kind as to advise him 
how to proceed. The money arising from the sale of 
my household furniture, amounting to about £600 law- 
ful money, is now in the hands of Oliver Wendell, Esq. 
If your Excellency will advise D"' Lloyd how to proceed 
in his application to the Gen' Court, and will be so kind 
as to support his application, I believe the Gen' Court 
will order Oliver Wendell, Esq., to pay s* money to D' 
Lloyd, as it has never been appropriated by the Gen' 
Court. Though what I am soliciting for I have undoubtr 
edly a most just right & claim to, 1 apprehend I shall 
never obtain without the assistance & support of gentle- 
men of great weight and influence in the Gen' Court. 

D' Lloyd has wrote to me respecting my Kennebeck 
lands, as your Excellency is a great proprietor in s^ 
lands, and knows the true state of the Company better 
than any other person, it will be doing me a great favour 
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i£ your Excellency will advise him as to the measures 
that will be most for my interest. 

When any person feels himself aggrieved and greatly 
oppressed, it is natural for him to seek relief, and in 
order to succeed to solicit the assistance of those who 
from their rank & reputation can, and from their benevo- 
lence are disposed to befriend them; and it is probable, 
that when an innocent person has been oppressed by an 
act of a Republic, and solicits that same Republic for 
relief, he will not succeed, however righteous & just his 
cause may be, unless he is supported by gentlemen of 
the highest estimation in the state for their understand- 
ing and virtue. This being my real situation, I must 
entreat your Excellency to accept it as an apology, & 
hope it will induce your Excellency to excuse my freedom 
in troubling you with so tedious a detail of my private 
affairs. I am, with every sentiment of esteem and 
respect. 

Your Excellency's most obed' & hum serv*. 

William Vassall. 

Clapham Common, August 19, 1785. 

I forgot in the foregoing to mention to your Excel- 
lency that the Commissioners for examining the claims 
of American Loyalists rigidly exact that every claimer 
for compensation shall give clear and full proof of his 
having taken an active & decided part in fav o£ Great 
Britain against the United States, and as I knew I had 
always been a sincere friend to them, therefore could not 
give any such proof, I have not exhibited a claim to 
government for compensation, and am the only one that 
I know of who has not, and I am precluded from receiv- 
ing any compensation from tlie British Government for 
my losses, solely because I was a friend to the United 
States and would not act against them, and unless I am 
relieved by Massachusetts State I shall be a great sufferer, 
whereas those who took an active part against them will 



y Google 



SAMUEL KIRKLAND. 



be no sufferers, as they will receive a compensation from \ 
the British government for their losses. <y 



SAMUEL KIRKLAND TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Stockbridge, 23 August, 1785. 

SiK, — 'Tis now some time since I left the Indian 
country; propose setting out again for Oneida to-morrow 
morning; have had two of their chiefs with me for a 
week, on a friendly visit & to accompany me back to 
their country. The Indians are much engaged to attend 
to religious instructions. I preached to near 600 while 
I tarried with them. I baptized 16 infants. I engaged 
a catechist to be constantly with them during my ab- 
sence. A more full account of tlie state of things among 
them I shall transmit to you hereafter. 

The Governor with the Commissioners from the State 
of N. York made a large purchase of land from the 
Oneidas, the 25"" or 26 of June last. They met with 
great difficulty in making the purchase. They met with 
two public absolute refusals from the Indians ; but they 
persevered & finally obtained their wishes. They pur- 
chased about 500,OOQ acres, & paid down to the amount 
of 11,500 dollars in goods & money. There purchase is 
bounded as follows, — Begining at the mouth of the 
Onedella (about 20 miles north of Onohoghgwage), thence 
up s^ river 10 miles, then crossing the river on a due 
west line to the Ojinerigo, or Kaneghsawaghtayen branch 
of the Susquehannah, then down s'* stream to its conflu- 
ence (or to the north line of Pensylvania), thence due 
east to the Delaware, or line of property run in 1768, 
from thenc northwardly on said line to the first men- 
tioned bounds. 

• For a notice of Rev. Samuel Kirkland, sea 6 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. ix. p. 469 nolfl. 
The note is appended to an earlier letter from Mr, Kirkland with reference to his miesioa- 
ory labora. — EL>a. 
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You will permit nie to congratulate your Excellency 
on your being appointed to the first seat of government. 
Tho' perhaps the Common Wealth of Massachusetts may 
in this instance be commended for their wisdom, with 
more propriety, than merely in the honor done to your 
Excellency, I most sincerely wish you health & the 
blessing of Almighty God in your administration, and have 
the honor to subscribe, in truth & highest esteem, 
Your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant, 

Sam'' Kiekland, 

His Excellency James Bowdoin, Esq'. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO PATRICK HENET.* 

Com. Wlth. of Mass., Boston, Oct. 18'\ 1785. 

SiRj — I have had the honour of receiving your Excel- 
lencies letter of the 25 of Aug' last, and, agreably to 
your request, will explain to you the object to which the 
Resolution of the General Court lately transmitted to 
your Excy & referrd to in your letter is pointed. 

One of the States had passed an Act laying duties on 
foreign goods imported from any of the United States, 
while the same goods imported immediately from foreign 
countries were not chargeable with such duties. By the 
same Act duties were also laid on rum, loaf sugar, and 
several other articles which are manufactured in this 
Commonwealth. A preference thus given to foreigners 
to the prejudice of the United States, or either of them, 
appeared very extraordinary. This Commonwealth felt 
itself affected, both as a member of the Confederacy and 
as an individual State charged with duties on its own 
manufactures, whereby its citizens would probably be 

• Printed from an original draught. Patrick Henry wm Governor of Virginia at Ihe 
time the letter was written ; and in the first drauplit, which has nomerous correclioDS, the 
Utter was addressed to " His Excellency the Govt of Virginia." — Ens. 
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prevented from vending them to the citizens of a sister 
State. The measure appeard the more grievous, be- 
cause the laws of this Commonwealth require no duties on 
the manufactures of any of the United States, and their 
citizens respectively are in point of commerce on a foot- 
ing here with our own. The Act aforementiond gave 
rise to the Resolution. Your Escy. will perceive it must 
particularly apply to that State. Accordingly an expos- 
tulatory letter was addressd to that State only. But as it 
must, in the opinion of every one, be a matter of the 
utmost importance to the United States that each of 
them should carefully avoid taking measures which might 
give just cause of offence to others & tend to the inter- 
ruption of that harmony & mutual good will upon which 
the general safety & wellfare depends, I took the liberty 
to inclose it to the several States; being fully perswaded 
that if any of them should think proper to revise their 
commercial laws, and should thereupon observe an in- 
stance of such a nature & tendency, it would be alterd 
or repeald. 

I flatter myself your Excy. will not think my motive 
improper. It will eventually afford me the happy occa- 
sion of laying before the General Court your letter, 
expressing in very obliging terms your own most sin- 
cere regard for this Commonwealth, and an assurance 
of the readiness of your Assembly to manifest the same 
friendly disposition towards us on all proper occasions. 
I may venture to assure your Excellency, that a similar 
disposition towards Virginia & every branch of the Con- 
federacy prevails in the government & people of this 
Commonwealth. 

As I understand your Assembly will meet the next 
month, I hope soon to be honored with another letter 
from your Excellency, acquainting me that the subject 
of mine of the 28* of July * has been considered by that 

■ See the letter to the Governor of Maryland, of the same date, ante, pp. 63-65. — Eds. 
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honourable body, & that the measures taken by our G. C- 
have met with their concurrence, or that such other metis- 
ures as their wiadom may have dictated have been adopted 
by them, whereby the designs of the British court unrea- 
sonably to controul our trade may be counteracted & 
frustrated. 

I am, with cordial esteem and respect, your Excellen- 
cies most obedient and very humble servant. 

Hi3 Excellency Pathick Henry, Esq. 



RICHARD PRICE TO JAMES EOWDOIN.* 

Newington-Greek, Oct. 2:i'\ 1785. 

Sir. — I return you many thanks for your letter of the 
12"" of Aug" last, and for the Memoirs with which it was 
accompany'd. It gives me much pleasure to find that 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences is honoured 
by a President so attentive to the interest of science and 
so capable of promoting it. I shall be glad to see the 
volume of Memoirs which I suppose has before this time 
been printed and publish'd at Boston. May the American 
Academy flourish, and my hopes he verify'd of seeing the 
United States distinguish'd as seats of science, liberty, 
and virtue. 

My sentim'* of light are the same with those you de- 
fend in your first and second memoir ; and your observa- 
tions in answer to C Franklin's objections are, I think, 
decisive. Your ideas also of an orb surrounding visible 
nature, and of concentric orbs beyond it containing myr- 
iads of systems of worlds all so disposed as to cause 
the power of gravity itself to preserve them in their 

• Apparently Bowdoin did not keep a copj- of the letter to which this is the answer. 
For a notice of Rer. Richard Price and numeroua letters to him, see 2 Proceedings, voL 
ivii, pp, 262-378. — Eos. 
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original order, — these ideas open the imagination and 
lead to enlarged views of the grandeur of the universe. 
You propose them also with a diffidence and caution w** 
are the general characteristics of wisdom and which on 
such a subject are particularly proper. You will, there- 
fore, I dare say, not be displeased with me for observing 
that M' Herschel's late discoveries in the heavens have 
overthrown some of your arguments for the existence of 
such orbs. An account of these discoveries has been given 
in two of the last numbers of the Philosophical Transac- 
tions ; and you may probably before this time have found 
in them that the appearance of the Milky Way is occa- 
sioned certainly by the blended light of a vast multitude 
of stars; that the heavens are full of Nebulae ; that many 
of these Nebulae are resolvable into clusters of stars and 
others so distant as not to be so resolvable by M'' Her- 
schel's largest magnifiers; that very probably our sun 
with the planets that move round it is one system in the 
Milky Way ; and that the Milky Way itself with all the 
starry heavens discoverable by the naked eye form a clus- 
ter which appears a Nebula to distant Nebiilse. M'' Her- 
schel has also, in some former volumes of the Philosophical 
Transactions, shewn contrary to an intimation of yours 
that the Solar System moves, and he has gone so far aa 
even to point out the direction of its motion ; and if our 
system moves it is most likely that other systems move. 
I must add, that it appears to me that since the light of 
the sun extinguishes the light of the moon and stars, it 
must have a much greater effect in extinguishing the 
light of an orb so distant as that w*^" you suppose, and 
that for this reason it seems impossible that the azure 
colour of the sky in a bright day should not be the light 
of the sun reflected by the air. Were this the light of an 
orb beyond the fixed stars, its .white as well as its azure 
parts would appear in the day time; and they would 
appear fainter or brighter just as their light was more or 
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less obliterated by the light of the sun and also of the 
moon. 

I beg leave further to observe, that the mean distance 
of M'' Herschel's planet being about 18 times the distance 
of the earth, the number of miles contained in this dis- 
tance cannot exceed about 2000 millions. In p. 38 you 
have intimated that it is 5000 millions. I think I sent 
some time ago to M' Willard an account of the elements 
of the orbit of this planet as they have been determined 
by some of the best European astronomers. 

I return you my best thanks for your readiness to 
assist M'^ Lewis, and tho' the offer you made of your 
kindness to him did not answer the end intended by it 
he is equally obliged to yon. I am truly sorry for the 
disagreeable situation of affairs between this country 
and yours, I lament the policy we are likely to pursue, 
and dread its consequences. It may prove fatal to iis, 
should we lose by it the trade and friendship of your 
increasing world and throw them entirely into the 
scale of France. The United States, however, will 
in my opinion profit by it, should it check among them 
the luxury, the inequality, selfishness, and avarice fos- 
ter'd by trade, and teach them frugality, simplicity of 
manners, and the necessity of strengthening their federal 
union. 

Permit me to congratulate you on your elevation to 
the station of Governor of your State. Nothing, next 
to the testimony of a good conscience, can be more 
agreeable than such a proof of the approbation of free 
and enlighten'd citizens. It is an honour much greater 
than being by descent King of Great Britain or France. 
I doubt not but the State of Massachusetts will profit 
much by your integrity and abilities. 

D' Franklin had left Europe at the time I received 
your letter to him ; and therefore 1 have burnt it with- 
out opening it. Under a very grateful sense of your 
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Excellency's kind attention and with all the best wishes 
and great respect I am, 

Your very obed' and humble serv'. 

Rich:" Price. 

P. S. I am very happy in the acquaintance of M' 
Adams, and wish he was more encouraged in his nego- 
tiations. This letter was written in October and kept in 
hopes of a direct conveyance to Boston, but not being 
able to find this I have sent it by way of New York. I 
hope M"' Temple is safely arrived. 



j!.( JOHN WILMOT TO JOHS TEMPLE.* 

Bedford Row, 30 Oct', 1785. 

Dear Sik, — I sincerely hope you have had a safe 
passage to America, tho' I fear some part of it was rather 
boisterous. You will receive with this a letter from our 
Board, requesting your assistance in enabling us to com- 
plete our set of Laws & publick Acts relative to the 
American Loyalists, & likewise in sending us any infor- 
mation that may come to j^our knowledge of any prop- 
erty being restored to the American Loyalists formerly 
of the Province of New'York. We thought this circum- 
stance, if it was so, must be of so publick & notorious a 
nature that you could not have much difficulty in procui^ 
ing the information, or in communicating it to us, when it 
might be of so much importance to the enquiry we are 
engaged in. I should hope, as the information we wish 

• Johu Wilmot, who in 1813 aasumed bv royal license the addiliona! surname of Eanilay, 
■was the Beeond eon of tha Lord ChieE Justice of tha same name, and was born in ITSO, 
He entered Parliament In 1776, and aerred In it for many years, but seldom spoke. In 
1783 be was appointed one of the Commissioners to Inquire into the losses of the American 
Loyalists; and of this Commission he wrote an account which was published in the year o( 
his death under the title of " Historical View of the Commission forlnquiriuginlo the Losses, 
Services, and Clsims of tlie American Loyalists at the Close of the War between Great 
Britain and her Colonies in 1783 ; with an Account of tlie Compeusalion granted to them 
hy Parliament in 1785 and 1788." He died June 23, 181S. See Dictionary of National 
Biography, vol. Ixii. p. 60. —Eds, 
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is confined to the Province of New Yorli, that it will not 
occasion you much trouble or inconvenience ; I fear the 
result of such an enquiry will be that very few if any 
of the Loyalists are restored to any part of their prop- 
erty, tho' some of the States are more lenient, others 
more strict, with regard to their return. How is the 
State of New York in this respect ? I shon'd be much 
obliged to you for any information or communication 
you may honour me with on the subject of the American 
Loyalists or any other species of American politicks. 
I shall receive it in the most confidential manner, & only 
make such use of it as you may authorize me to do. I 
thought myself & so did M' Marsh much obliged to you 
for introducing us to M'' Adams, & I shall take the first 
opportunity next month of paying my respects to him 
and acknowledging to him that obligation. 

Since the conversation we had at your house, I have 
confidently acquainted some of the American Loyalists, 
that T was well assured they might procure certificates 
of the confiscation & sale of their estates & copies of , 
records or other publick acts. As you are upon the 
spot however, St have probably had applications from 
some of the Loyalists for that purpose, I shou'd be much 
obliged to you for your further opinion on the subject. 
But as we undoubtedly shall have occasion for much 
minute enquiry into the cases of individuals and in detail, 
we had a clause inserted in the last Act to enable us to 
employ a person as an agent in the different States, & 
we propose soon after Christmas or early in the spring 
to send out such an one, with particular instructions, 
tho' we shou'd in the mean time be very much obliged 
to you for the assistance & information above mentioned, 
& I shou'd hope to hear from you before this person sets 
out, by whom I shall take the liberty of writing to you, 
& requesting your friendly advice and assistance to, a8 
well as your publick protection & countenance. 
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As to publjck news that has arisen since your depart- 
ure, I presume you know it as fully & as accurately on 
your side the water as we do on our, baiting the time 
necessary to waft it over to you. The event of the 
Irish propositions has I think been favourable to the 
minister. The Parliament will not meet till after Christ- 
mas. The rise of the stocks is imputed chiefly to the 
peace between the Emperor & the Dutch, who continue 
to buy largely in our funds. I believe whatever change 
there may be in their affection, they continue to have 
a better opinion of their old allies than their new ones, 
who do not seem to have taken great care of their 
interest with the Emperor. The payment of a million 
of the navy debt has likewise contributed to the rise 
above mentioned. Money is certainly flowing very fast 
into this country, & Old England seems to be rearing 
her bend again. 

I have the honour to be, dear Sir, 

Your very faithful & obedient servant. 

John Wilmot. 



ELBKIDGE GERRY TO JAMES BOWDOIN.» 

Kew York, 6"' December, 1785. 

My DEAR Sir, — lamout of the executive line of foederal 
politicks, but considering myself as an half-pay statesman, 
have a right to speculate in them on some occasions. 
What gives birth to the letter is, information from 
Massachusetts that the election of Mr. Hancock to the 
chair of Congress is considered there by tbe friends 
of the present administration of the Commonwealth as 
a measure opposed to the interest thereof. Whether this 
opinion is well founded or not, I will not undertake to 

■ For fl notice of ElbridgeGerrj', see 7 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. iii. p. 142 note. 
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determine, neither can I take upon myself any of the 
merit or demerit of the measure itself, but having some 
suspicion that those who are opposed to that adminis- 
tration would wish to create jealousies between it & the 
delegates of the State now in Congress, I think it but 
a friendly part to your Excellency to prevent if possible 
such consequences. Mr. King I am very intimately 
acquainted with, & his attachment to your Excellency, 
in your public & in your private capacity, the former 
of which he has grounded on your pnblick administration 
& the laCter on your well known character, is not to be 
disputed ; aitho he is too independent & liberal in his 
sentiments to inlist in a party & adopt all their meas- 
ures, proper or improper. Mr. Dane I am not so well 
acquainted with, but from conversing with him, have 
every reason to suppose that he is so well satisfied with 
the present arrangement as most seriously to wish a con- 
tinuance thereof. I am very sure that you cannot mis- 
place confidence in tiie former & that you cannot have 
anything to apprehend from the latter. 

Being much in haste I have only time to inform you 
of the welfare of Mr. k Mrs, Temple, & with my best 
respects to yonr lady & Miss Temple, to assure your 
Excellency that on every occasion I am 

Your sincere friend &. most obed ser' 

E. Gerry. 

His Excellenct Governor Bowdoin. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO JOHN ADAMS.* 

Boston, Januarj la*, 1786, 
Sir, — I am honored by your Excellency's letter of 
the 2^ of Sept. by Mr Storer. 

e Adams Papers. Apparently Governor 
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The Navigation Act of Massachusetts having been 
found to militate with the French treaty of commerce, 
& to exclude our fish from the Levant by excluding the 
subjects of the Italian & other states coming with their 
vessels for it, when our own in attempting to carry it to 
them would be intercepted by the Algerines, it was 
judged expedient to repeal it in part: so that it now 
operates in full force, only against the subjects of Great 
Britain & their property. A copy of the repealing Act 
will be sent to you, & also of an Act passed by the 
Legislature of Rhode Island at their last session. 

I have transmitted copies of our repealing Act to the 
Executives of the several States, & warmly urged a simil- 
itude of measures, without which the United States can- 
not hope to bring about an alteration in the commercial 
system of Britain. 

That system, in my idea of it, is clearly opposed to 
her own interest considered in all its parts, & in a com- 
plex view of it. It is very true, their encouragement of 
their whale fishery, by sufiering the alien duty on oil 
to depress ours, will encrease their shipping in this 
branch, encrease their seamen, & in several other ways 
be advantageous to them. To a person who looks no 
further, it would appear that this was good policy, & 
the goodness of it would be inferred from the advantages 
arising. But when he should extend his view, & see how 
that stoppage of the American whale fishery, by depriv- 
ing the Americans of so capital a mean of paying for the 
woolen goods they used to take of Britain, must at the 
same time occasion the American demand to cease or be 
proportionately diminished, not to mention the risk of 
a change or deviation of the trade from the old channels, 
he will calculate the national profit & loss that arises 
from that stoppage. 

3000 tons of oil was the usual annual quantity pro- 
duced by the whalemen at Nantucket : all of which was 
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shipped to England at an average price of L 35 p. ton 

making about L. 105.000. St. 

The whole of which went to pay for & 
purchase a like amount of woolens & other 
British goods, nine tenths of the value of 
which are computed to arise from the 
labor of the manufacturer, & to be so 
much clear gain to the nation: the other 
tenth therefore being deducted gives the 
national gain arising from the industry of 
the Nantucket whalemen, & the Ameri- 
can capital employed in that business, 

viz. L 94,500 10,500. 

94,500 
without the nation's paying a shilling for the risk of in- 
surance, or any other risk whatever. 

On the change of trade, pursuant to the new regula- 
tions, the British merchants must employ a large capital 
in the whale fishery, whose products we will suppose, 
equal to that of the Nantucket. L 105.000. St 

They will have made an exceeding good voyage if the 
whole of that sum should be equal to one half of the 
cost of the outfits ; though from many of the vessels not 
meeting with fish, & from a variety of accidents, to 
which such a voyage Is subject, it probably would not 
be a quarter. The whole of the product goes towards 
payment of the outfits & charges of the voyage, & a 
large sum must be advanced for the second voyage, &c. 

Now altho' this mode of commerce would be produc- 
tive of some national benefits, yet considered in a com- 
parative view with the benefits resulting from the former 
mode they would be found of little importance. 

A like comparison may he made with other branches 
of commerce ; particularly the British West Indian, & 
the result will be found the same. For the sake then of 
gaining pence & farthings, Britain is sacrificing pounds 
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by her new regulations of trade. She has a right to see 
for her self: but unhappily resentment & the consequent 
prejudices have so much disordered her powers of vision, 
that it requires the skilful hand of a good politiciil opti- 
cian to remove the obstructing films. If she will not 
permit the application of your couching instruments, or 
if applied they can work no effect, the old lady must be 
left to lier fate & abandoned as incurable. 

But it is to be hoped, not so much on her account as 
our own, that they may be successfnl. One ground of 
hope is the private negotiation which Mr. Nath'l Barrett 
is gone to France to perfect & execute, relative to their 
taking our whale oil duty free, & in lieu of it giving at 
an agreed rate, according to their quality, such French 
manufactures as are best suited to our market : excepl> 
ing a certain proportion of the oil, which must be paid 
for by bills of exchange to raise money for the men 
engaged in the voyage. About two months ago, Mr. 
Barrett sailed for France, with letters for Mr. Jefferson 
& the Marquis de la Fayette, & if he succeeds a great 
revolution in trade will probably be the consequence ; 
k France, on the principle of reciprocal benefit, exclude 
Britain from all trade with America. This appears to 
me so probable, that if you could impress the British 
ministry with the same idea, you would find little diffi- 
culty to bring about a commercial treaty with them, 
perfectly agreeable to your own mind & to the wishes 
of the United States. An interchange of a few letters 
on this subject with Mr. Jefferson would give you the 
present state of the negotiation. 

With the most perfect regard, I have the honor to h% 
Sir, 

Your Excellency's most obed' hble serv'. 

James Bowdoin. 



yGoogle 



CO THE BOWBOIN AND TEMPLE PAPERS. [1786. 

J. WILLIAM GORDON TO JOHN TEMPLE.* 

,' Jamaica Plain, Feb' 1, 1786, 

Dear Sir, — Though late in congratulating you & 
your lady upon your safe arrival, yet I rejoiced when I 
heard of & was convinced of your appointment ; & 
made immediate use of what our friend M' Adams wrote 
concerning you, upon receiving it, that I might la}' an 
anchor to the windward against the blasts of ill nature 
& prejudice ; & therewith disputed against gainsayers in 
your behalf with a degree of success. M' Adams wrote 
June the 26'", 85, "I presume ir Bowdoin is your Gov- 
ernor, & that all things go on smoothly. M'' Temple is 
here & behaves in a manner very friendly to America. 
If he goes out, as he proposes to do in August, he will do 
no injury to America, but on the contrary I believe more 
service than we can expect from any other British 
Consul." The day I received the letter, I forwarded the 
extract to a Massachusetts delegate at Congress, who I 
believed was friendly to you ; that he might therewith 
make favorable impressions, & I communicated it to 
numbers at Boston of the Council, Senate, & House & 
others, weeks before I let the Governor see it, that so it 
might not be said that the family put me upon it. My 
agent at New York has, I understand, agreeable to my 
wishes, sent you one of my proposals, & I hope for your 
patronage. I am now getting a little in readiness for 
removing with my family to Great Britain & expect to 
quit America by the latter end of April or beginning 
of May. I doubt not of your readiness to serve me in a 
particular case, if within your power ; & therefore men- 
tion it. I mean to take back a part of ray library, in which 
there will not be a dozen bound books but what I brought 
over with me, or had sent from thence. I shall have also 
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some furniture, but all of English mnnufacture. The 
"United States being now foreign dominions, these articles 
will by a strict interpretation of the law be subject to 
duties, & some very heavy; but I should imagine a 
representation & letters from you to the Commissioners 
o£ the Customs, specifying that they all came from Eng- 
land, are not meant for sale, but private use, belong to a 
Briton returning to his native country with the design of 
finishing his days there as a peaceable subject, would 
procure me a license for landing thera free from duty, 
upon proper assurance given that the package contains 
no smuggled article whatever, neither tea, coffee, choco- 
late, &c. Shall be glad to know whether you can assist 
me in this business consistently with your public charac- 
ter, & without giving umbrage to your friends by attempt- 
ing to serve me. Should you not be able to serve me, 
still if you have any letters which you would wish to 
entrust me with to be delivered with my own hands, I 
shall attend to it, the same as if you could help me. 
I was very anxious for your arrival & being recognized 
by Congress ere a certain person could be seated in the 
chair, lest the public should suffer damage, by measures 
adopted for the purpose of gratifying private malice. 
M" Gordon unites in regards to self. Lady & children. I 
have the happiness now & then of seeing & conversing 
with your amiable daughter. I remain, dear Sir, 
Your Honour's most obedient, humble servant. 

William Gordon, i 



"WILLIAM GORDON TO JOHN TEMPLE. 

Jamaica Plain, March 15, 1786, 
Dear Sir, — Your obliging letter of 14"' Feb% re- 
ceived last Sabbath evening, has convinced me that I 
judged right in numbering you among my real friends. 
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Tlie spirit of the Americans in continuing to abuse 
Britain, &c., tlio' peace has been established, has recon- 
ciled me greatly to the thought of leaving the continent 
where I should have had no quiet in case of a futui'e 
rupture, unless I would have gone -with them in all 
their extravagances. Their malevolence has charged the 
British with bringing the Algennes upon them. & I have 
at times said, where It could be said with safety, that if 
the plague was to break out among them they would be 
ready to impute it to the king's being in league with the 
prince of the power of the air. You have had your turn ; 
& now it is mine to be abused in the public papers. Some 
suspect whether the little man upon the hill has not his 
hands in this dirty business. He may justly dread an 
impartial, independent historian. Should you visit Boston, 
& he know the time of your coming, he may got well 
enough to visit New York & occupy a place which deserves 
a person of more abilities & true dignity. You will ask, 
how do you bear the drubbing ? Like an old countryman 
that possesses mens conscia recti. Would you think it, & 
yet so it is, M' Mumford, who rides post from Boston 
through Providence & Newport to New London, told me, 
that It was objected I was friendly to you, & therefore 
nothing could be expected from me favourable to Amer- 
ica, upon which I shewed him M'' Adams's letter that he 
might assure the objectors that you was friendly to 
America. Am obliged to you for subscribing, & hope 
you will have pleasure in reading. Shall get some of my 
friends to republish in the London pnpers the scurrilous 
paragraphs that have been printed at Boston, that so the 
British may be animated to subscribe. Wont that be a 
good scheme to take in the green horns of America, who 
see not the operations of their own malice for frustrating 
their very intentions ? Will take care to present your 
regards as requested. 

I rejoice in the prosperity of my native country. As I 
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find you can quote scripture upon occasion, I will let you 
see that I am like wise, but shall leave the application & 

interpretation to yourself, No man having drank o\d wine, 
straightway de^ireth new ; for he saiik the old is better. 

I guarded some against the epidentic frenzy of trusting 
the Americans; who I hope have profited by the hint & 



I come now to my own particular business. I have fol- 
lowed & mean to follow your advice in general. I men- 
tioned furniture; but all I mean to take is an old Indian 
Japan dressing-glass, formerly belonging to M" Gordon's 
aunt, & for which she has a relative fondness, & our best 
bed furniture, which has never been put up in America, 
nor even taken out of the case in which it came over, & 
only examined to see that it was not damaged. Chairs, 
tables, clock, &c., &c., we shall sell. A number of my books 
I have disposed of; the choicest & which I cannot replace 
easily, or that would fetch but a trifle here considering 
how little they are in demand, I shall take back. The 
. freight of all I carry with me will fall short, I apprehend, 
of ten guineas. There will be about eight boxes & cases. 
Most of them what I brought over, & have put by & used 
for keeping com in, &c. I take back the capital land- 
scape upon iron which hung in the parlour, done at Bir- 
mingham. Half a dozen Mezzotinto's framed & glassed ; 
& three pictures of butterflies are also packed up. The two 
beds with the blankets which will be wanted for selves & 
the maid, a chest of linen, a box with clothes, & two or 
three small boxes with papers, sermons, &c., there will 
be no occasion, I apprehend, to put into the manifest. 
You may assure your correspondent that I will make no 
attempt to smuggle any articles, nor admit of any attempt 
of that kind under my sanction. And now suffer me, 
dear Sir, to entreat your interest with M' Stiles, that the 
above articles may be admitted to a landing without 
being subject to duties, as they were formerly British, & 
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are not meant for sale, but my own private use. Be 
pleased to mention in yonr letter to me, whether there 
are any perquisites belonging to the Secretary's office, & 
what they are, if you know, that so I may give Custom to 
whom custom is due. 

I expect to sail in three weeks at farthest, & must be 
ready before. Pray you therefore to enclose your letter 
to M'' Stiles in one from yourself, & send by the post for 
safety the first opportunity, that it may not be too late. 
The expence of postage I shall consider as trifling com- 
pared with a disappointment o£ not receiving them in 

time. M"G joins in best regards to your Lady, self 

& family, some children I suppose you have with you. 
Dear Sir, your sincere friend & very humble servant. 

William Gordox. 

The Gov"' & family I believe are well. They are well. 

Pray present the profile shade to your Lady. Wish she 
may find a likeness in it. Obtained it yesterday; but it 
must be kept a profound secret, as the delicacy of the 
original may be otherwise hurt. 



JOHN ADAMS TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Grosvknor SquAKE. March 24, 1786. 
Sir, — I do myself the honour of inclosing a few extracts 
of letters written in 1783 to M' Livingstone, which it is 
to be presumed were laid before Congress; but I have 
not heard that the plan suggested in them of purchasing 
raw sugars in France, Spain and Portugal, to be refined 
in Boston, New York and Philadelphia for exportation to 
Russia, Germany & Italy, has been ever attempted, untill 
this winter by M"" Thomas Boylston. Upon the arrival 
of a cargo of oil in the Thames he resolved instead of 
paying the alien duty, to embark on board of the vessel] 
and carry it abroad. He arrived in Ostend, unloaded the 
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ship, seperated the sperma eseti from the oil, and went 
with both to Havre de Grace and thence to Kouen. He 
had letters from me to Rouen & to Paris, particularly to 
M' JefEerson, the Marqnis de la Fayette & Messi* Le 
Coiiteule. With some difficulty they got the duties some- 
what reduced, and with his sagacity, activity, and perse- 
verance, he got the better of those devices which are too 
frequent in trade in that country, sold his oil for a good 
price, bought a quantity of raw sugars which cost him six 
or seven hundred guineas more than the proceeds of his 
oil, and sent the head-raatter and sugars to Boston. No 
other man at his age would have undertaken so much 
fatigue, risque & vexation: and I much question whether 
delays and charges and leakage considered, his profits 
have been very, great; but a beginning is made and an 
example sett. If we can make remittances to Russia in, 
this manner, it will be a resource. It well deserves the 
consideration of the State of Massachusetts, whether any 
encouragement can be given by bounties or drawbacks of 
duties upon sugars thus imported from Europe, A mar- 
kett in this way may surely be found for all your oil. M' 
Boylston has certainly rendered a considerable service to 
his native country, by applying his capital, his talents, 
and industry in this manner. 

With great respect I have the honour to be, Sir, your 
Excellency's most obedient & most humble servant. 

John Adams. 

His Excellbncy James Bowdoin, 

GoYsrnor of Massachusetts. 



JOHN LATHROP TO JOHN TEMPLE* 

Boston, 28 March, 1786. 
Dear Sir, — When his Excellency informed me he had 
in his house a diploma for me from the University of 
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Edinburgh and at the same time acquainted me with the 
channel in which the honor was conferred, I felt the obli- 
gations which I owe to you, Sir, for so valuable and un- 
deserved a favor. And when M'' Bowdoin was obliging 
enough to present me the diploma, I took the liberty to 
desire he would be so kind as to make ray grateful ac- 
knowledgments in the first letter he might have occasion 
to write you. We flattered ourselves that it would not 
be long before we should have the happiness of seeing you 
in Boston, when my good friend D'' Howard and myself 
intended to pay our respects to you in person. But I 
cannot feel satisfied with myself to suffer any more time 
to pass away without begging you to accept my sincere 
thanks for so distinguishing a mark of your friendship. 

When I was honored with your acquaintance and 
learned the history of your past fortunes, it was my ar- 
dent wish you might be rewarded for your sufi'erings in 
the cause of your country in particular, and the liberties 
of mankind in genera!. 

The first letter 1 recievd from that great and good 
man D' Price, after your arival in England was expres- 
sive of his affection and of his fears; he was afraid the 
feelings of the ministry at that time were not so favor- 
able to your views as he could wish : time however pro- 
duced alterations. While I hope the emoluments of your 
present appointment may be in some measure answerable 
to what you had a right to expect, it is my sincere wish 
that by your mediation a lasting and most friendly inter- 
course may be established between the two countries. As 
a clergyman I took an early part on the side of America, 
but now the war is over I desire as far as possible to forget 



Daring the siege his meeting-house was torn down, and he went into exile. After hia 
return to the town he became a colleague and afterward sole miniBler of the unifed congre- 
gations ol the Old North and the New Brlcb. He received the degree of D.D. from the 
Cnlversily of Edinburgh In 1785. He died in Boston Jan. 4,1816. See Appleton'a 
Cvclopiedia ot American Biography, vol. ill. p. 62Gj Bobhing'a HUtorj of the Second 
Church, pp 125-130. - Eds 
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past sufferings, and sincerely wish the two countries may be 
united in affection as they certainly may be in interest. 

As to our system of government, you find much want- 
ing to render it perfect. If the States do not vest Con- 
gress with more power it will be impossible to support 
the confederacy : some other form of government must 
and will take place. But I hope they are learning 
wisdom, and will exert themselves in season to prevent 
their ruin. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is re- 
covering under the wise and priident administration of 
Governor Bowdoin ; but several years more will be 
necessary to break up many pernicious habits, and teach 
the people universally the necessity of submitting to such 
laws and regulations as are absolutely necessary to their 
honor and happiness. 

By D' Williams & M' EHot I have lately recelvd fresh 
expressions of your friendship, for which yon will please 
to accept my thanks. Hope you will he able to visit 
Boston in the approaching season ; and you will allow me 
to say, none of your friends can more sincerely rejoice in 
your happiness than. Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant. 

John Lathrop. 

Honorable John Temple, Esqr. 



JOHN ADAMS TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

London, May 9, 1786. 

Sir, — Your Excellencie's letter of the 12 of January 
I have had the honour to receive, and am much obliged 
to you for the information in it. 

Tour opinion of the policy of the country will be found 
in the result of things to be just, and your reasoning in 
support of it is so conclusive and at the same time so 
obvious, that it is astonishing it has not its effect upon 
the Cabinet. Every consideration has been repeatedly 
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urged to no effect. Seamen, the navy, and power to 
strike an awfiill blow to their ennemies at sea on the first 
breaking oat of a war, are the ideas that prevail over all 
others. M' Jenkinson, an old friend of the British Em- 
pire, is still at his labours. He is about establishing a 
bounty upon fifteen ships to the southward and upon two 
to double Cape Horn for spernia creti whales. Americans 
are to take an oath that they mean to settle in England 
before they are entitled to the bounty. I have long since 
informed Congress, that nothing is to be expected from 
this country but poverty, weakness, and ruin. If after 
all our people will carry on a ruinous trade, it is their own 
concern. But no man can do them a greater injnry than 
by holding up to their view a hope that we shall receive 
any relief by taking off the dnty on oil, or by admission 
to the West India Islands. They will infallibly be de- 
ceived if they entertain any such expectations. 

I have been circumstancially informed from time to 
time and step by step from M' Jefferson, the Marquis de 
la Fayette, and M' Barrett of all the negotiations for 
exchanging our oyl for the produce, manufactures, and 
sugars of France. The great revolution in trade which 
you mention ought to be promoted by every friend of 
America, and it must take place. I have made use of 
all these considerations. But if an angel from heaven 
should declare to this nation that our States will unite, 
retaliate, prohibit, or trade with France, they would not 
believe it. There is not one man in the nation who pre- 
tends to believe it, and if he did he would be treated with 
scorn. Let me intreat you, Sir, and every other citizen 
of the United States, to extinguish all hopes of relief to 
their trade from this country. 

Peace with the Turks, comprehending under this term 
Constantinople, Tunis, Tripoh, Algiers and Morocco, is 
essential to our navigation and commerce and political 
con.sideration in Europe. Two or three hundred thou-r 
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sand guineas and nothing less will obtain it. It will be 
miserable policy and oeconomy to loose two or three mil- 
lions in trade, insurance, &c., and still worse to add two 
or three millions more in fitting out a navy to fight them, 
in order to save that sum in customary presents. We are 
now limited to a sum that will be worse than thrown away. 

Intrigues of individuals are said to be on foot to sett 
South America free from Spain, and not improbably the 
pulse may be felt in the United States. But I hope the 
States will not only be prudent themselves, but oblige 
individuals to be so too. Portugal & Spain are bound by 
a Treaty of 1778 to support each other in such a case, 
and all the world will be in fiames. We had better avoid 
the fury of them. 

Three great objects agitate the Cabinets of Europe in 
secret. The passage of the Dardanells and navigation of 
the Danube I consider as one ; a free commerce with all 
the East Indies is a second ; and the independence of 
South America is the third. They will all be pursued 
untill they are obtained, as I fully believe. But as all 
know the contest will be sharp, extensive, and long", all 
are afraid to begin. This is all confidential, between 
you and me and a few of our discreet friends. 

God bless our coiintry; but I still tremble for its safety. 
With great respect, I have the honour to be your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient and most humble servant. 

„ ^ , T, John Adams. 

His Excellency Jambs Bowdois, 
Governor of Massachusetts. 



NATHAN DANE TO JAMES BOWDOIN.' 

New York, Jane lO"-, 1786. 
Sir, — I do myself the honor to enclose to your Excel- 
lency for your private information, at the request of 
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M' Temple copies of the denisind made by M' Adams of 
the Western posts and Lord Carmarthen's answer, which 
copies M' Temple yesterday handed to me. 

On this occasion permit me to observe, Sir, that a few 
weeks since, Congress received dispatches from M' Adams, 
our minister at the Court of London, inclosing copies of 
his demand of those posts and the answer of Lord Car- 
marthen, with a statement of supposed grievances similar 
to those mentioned in the inclosed papers. 

All the matters to which these papers refer are under 
the consideration of Congress, and in a train of examina- 
tion. The injunctions of secresy relative to them being 
taken of, the several delegations would probably before 
this time have communicated to their respective States 
copies of those dispatches touching the posts, but on at- 
tention to this subject and said statement of supposed 
grievances, it appears proper previously to ascertain sev- 
eral facts relative to it. Some doubts arise how far sev- 
eral of the laws mentioned in that statement ever had in 
fact the effect of laws, what constructions the courts of 
justice have put on those laws which passed in due form 
the several branches of the legislatures, and how far other 
laws of the States and various important considerations 
are to be attended to, in order to determine with pro- 
priety how far the grievancies stated by the British mer- 
chants are well fonnded. 

But Congress cannot come to any determinations on 
these subjects 'till there shall be a fidler representation of 
the States, and on this occasion also, Sir, give me leave to 
express the anxiety I feel arising from the present feeble 
administration of the federal government owing prin- 

law. anil soon became one of the most distinguished Uwj-ers in New England. From 1783 
to 1785 lie was a member of the MasBachusetts Le^siature, and from the latter year to 1783 
be was a member of the Cnntinenlal Congress. Tliere he rendered important services, espe- 
cially as the author of the Ordinance of 17B7, for the government of the territory north- 
west of the Ohfo. In later- years he gave to Harvard College the funds on which tlie Dana 
Professorship of Law was founded. See App!eton'a Cyclopsdia of American Biography, 
vol. ii. p. 72, — Ed9. 
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cipally to the want of attendance of the delegates from 
several of the States. It must give peculiar concern to 
any one who feels for the honor and welfare of this Con- 
federacy to observe our interesting negotiations with for- 
eign powers and important affairs at home impeded and 
delayed for many months together by this inattention ; 
and at a time when so many good & well informed men 
in the Union are disposed to cement the social compact; 
and with this anxiety I cannot but express my ardent 
wishes that the attention of the several States may be 
turned to the adoption of means for keeping np a full 
and punctual representation in Congress, and to the adop- 
tion of those regulations that shall make it a duty in the 
delegates to attend not to be dispensed with, so far as it 
shall be necessary to keep each State represented. But 
these regulations I leave to the wisdom of the States to 
make, and only beg leave to add, that it is with the most 
sincere satisfaction I see the executive powers of the 
government of which I have the honor to be a member 
again lodged in your hands. 

With much esteem and respect, I am your Excellency's 
most obed* hum*"* ser* 

N. Dane. 

His Excellency Govebnor Bowdoin. 



SAMUEL OSGOOD TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

New York, June IT"^, 1786. 
Permit me to congratulate your Excellency upon your 
again being appointed the first magistrate of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts. Altho I am at a distance 
from the Stiite, my attachment will rather encrease than 
diminish ; & whatever tends to promote her happiness 
will at all times affect me with the most sensible pleas- 
ure. The circumstance which affords me an opportunity 
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at this time to offer you my congratulations, can give 
no one more pleasure than it does me. 

I have lately been favoured with your Address to the 
two Houses, in which your Excellency has discovered a 
great attention to the interests of the Comtiionwealth ; 
and I am very happy to find that you continue to possess 
ideas of the necessity of strengthening the foederal gov- 
ernment, — that you express them with equal freedom 
& firmness. I believe every man who is attentive to our 
national concerns must conclude that the crisis has ar- 
rived, & that unless some new arrangement is made for 
Congress they may as well disperse as continue together. 

You observe in your Address, " that the former part 
of this recommendation has been compHed with by the 
Legislature of this State ; with this deviation, however, 
that instead of empowering Congress, they have by an 
act of their own laid the recommended duties." I 
believe what you mention as a deviation is not con- 
sidered as such here. 

The recommendation of the 18'^ of April, 1783, has 
these words "To invest the United States in Congress 
assembled with a power to levy for the use of the United 
States, the following duties," &ca. The State by their 
act have laid the duties, & have empowered Congres.s to 
levy them. The import & duties being exactly the same 
as recommended by Congress, I do not apprehend the 
deviation mentioned by your Excellency (if it is such) 
can be injurious. 

It is farther observed " Subject to this proviso, con- 
formably to the recommendation, that the act shall not 
operate until all the United States have passed acts for 
imposing the like duties." I beg leave to observe that 
this proviso in the act of Massachusetts was not strictly 
conformable to the recommendation of Congress, The ■ 
difference is this, the duties were not to take place pre- 
vious to the supplementary funds; but the Act of Massa- 
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chusetts permits the collection of duties notwithstanding 
the States may not have granted the supplementary 
funds, which amount by the Estimate of April 18% 1783, 
to 1,500,000 dollars. The proviso in the recommen- 
dation of the 18*^ April, is "That none of the preceding 
resolutions shall take effect until all of them shall be 
acceded to by every State." 

You mention that a warrant had issued on the Treas- 
urer to pay to the Loan Officer the balance against the 
State in old emission, & that the Treasurer had paid it. 

Perhaps some of the States may object to this pay- 
ment & blame the Board of Treasury for permitting it 
M'' Appleton, previous to receiving it, wrote for our 
instruction in this matter. I then observed to M' Liv- 
ingston, that to avoid an idea of partiality, I wished him 
to consider the question maturely for himself, k .that 
whatever his judgement might be, I should, without I 
could give a good reason against it, conform thereto ; he 
agreed to instruct M' Appleton to receive it. And I am 
at present clear in the opinion that our instruction was 
right; tho' some of the Delegates of our State have con- 
versed with me upon the subject since they saw your 
message, & seem to differ from me in opinion. 

Your observations on the balance due from the State 
in new emission, if I have a write [right] understanding 
of the matter, do not perfectly agree with the fact. 

You will observe by the book forwarded to your 
Excellency that the United States four tenths of the 
new emission in the State of Massachusetts amounted 

to 598,000 dollars 

The United States have drawn out 

of M' Appleton's hands . 530,802.4 
Remaining in M' Appleton's 

hands subject to the orders 

of the United States . . 67,197.86 
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The aforesaid balance being subject to the orders of the 
United States, & the State of Massachusetts having no 
controul over it, the Board of Treasury may put it in 
circulation when they please, k the State would have 
to redeem it because it is issued on her funds. Whilst 
the new emission continues at three or four for one, we 
think it not right, to put it into circulation ; because the 
State has already a credit for it, with the United States 
equal to specie. The balance which you have referrence 
to, I apprehend not to be against the State ; for that 
balance has been in the hands of the Loan Officer for 
several years ; & the United States have not seen fit to 
make use of it. Whatever new emission the State may 
have paid to the United States ; whatever may have been 
destroyed or burnt by the State ; yet the balance in M' 
Appleton's hands will remain the same. That the State 
of Massachusetts has a credit with the United States for 
the 67,197||- dollars in M' Appleton's hands I apprehend 
to be indisputtible. The only disputable point will t>e> 
whether the State provided such funds for its redemption 
as to keep up its credit & to entitle her to an equal 
specie credit. 

If your Excellency in the aforesaid observations had 
referrence to the requisitions of Congress for new emis- 
sion, on which the State of Massachusetts (with all the 
other States) appears to have paid nothing, then what I 
have said above will not be applicable. If I am mistaken 
in any thing I have said above, I flatter myself your 
Excellency will pardon me ; if I am not, I shall be abun- 
dantly satisfied with having communicated my sentiments 
ou 3'our excellent Address. 

I am, with great respect, your Excellency's most obed* 
serv' 

Samuel Osgood. 

His Excellency James Bowdoih, Esq". 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO NATHANIEL GORHAM.* 

Boston, June 24", 1785. 
His Exo' Nath' Gorham, Esq', 

President of Congress. 

Sir, — I had the honour of your Excellency's letters 
of the 18"" of May & IT"- of June. Of the first, on y" 
subject of a mint and a consequent coinage proposed to 
be established by Congress, I availed myself in a message 
to the General Court, which was accompanied with the 
report of a Com*^ of Council upon that head. 

That report originated from a Resolve of the Court at 
y* preceeding session for referring to y" consideration of 
y" Gov' & Council two memorials, wherein the memo- 
rialists prayed for liberty, on certain conditions to be 
performed by thera, to coin copper money of several 
denominations. It was found by the Com'*'' that y' 
government could make a clear profit of 50 ^ c' by 
establishing a mint of their own for that purpose ; and 
they were of opinion that if it should be judged eligible 
to have a coinage of copper it should be undertaken on 
the government account. The message & report have 
been referred to a Com"**, but as they know by a para- 
graph of your letter quoted in the message, that Con- 
gress have the report of the Treasury Board on this 
subject under consideration, and that many inconven- 
iencies would result from y" States acting in this matter 
seperately, I presume they will postpone the thoughts of 
a coinage until they know the determination of Congress 
concerning it. 

I am sorry to find by your letter of the 17'*' and by the 
account of taxes paid into the Continental Treasury from 
Nov'', 1784, to March, 1786, that Massachusetts does not 
hold that rank in her payments which she formerly did. 

* Nathaniel Oorham was born in Oiarkstown May 2T, 1733, and died there June 11, ITSS. 
Ho t«uli an active part in public aSairs from an early period down lo the formation of the 
Federal Constitution, and was for a short time President of tho Continental CongreEB. See 
Appletua'a Cyclopaedia of Ameiicaa Biography, toI. ii. p. 663, — E[>a. 
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Some of the Court however satisfy themselves with the 
idea thtit if all the payments of y" States, as well those 
before as since Nov'', 1784, are taken collectively, Massar 
chusetts will still hold her ranlt ; and they suppose that 
when all account shall be settled a large balance will 
appear to be due to her. 

These ideas have Iiad their influence in the House of 
Representatives in procuring from time to time a post- 
ponement of the grant of the supplementary aid, which 
has been the principal subject of debate for the greater 
part of the last ten days. In considering it some people 
wish to make a distinction between the debt due to 
foreigners and the debt due to individuals the inhabitants 
of the United States; and ground the distinction on rea- 
sons that do not discover any great delicacy of sentiment 
in point of morality. What will be the issue of the 
debate is very uncertain. 

I am of opinion with you that unless the States are 
more attentive to the requisitions of Congress and do 
exert themselves to pay the arrearage-taxes, concerning 
which as relative to tliis State I have several times mes- 
saged the General Court, the federal government must 
cease and the union with it. To prevent such a catas- 
trophe would it not be proper to apply to Gov' Clinton, 
& urge him to convene the Assembly of New York for 
the purpose of altering their impost act so as to make it 
admissible by Congress ? Such an application, and the 
inadmissibility of that Act in its present form, would 
justify him in taking such a measure. When convened, 
a delegation from Congress would probably convince 
them of the necessity of their making such an alteration. 
A like delegation to each of the other deficient States 
seems also necessary: without which it is next to cer- 
tain, you will not be able to get the revenue system 
compleated. 

My respectful regards to your brethren, the Massa- 
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chusetts delegates, to whose acceptable letters I shall 
reply when I am a little more at leisure. In the mean 
time permit me to congratulate you on your appointment 
to the presidial chair of Congress ; and to assure your 
Excellency that I am, with great esteem, 

&, yr. most obed* hble. serv*. 



WILLIAM VASSALL TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 



1 



« Common, July 26, 1786. 

Sir, — I am honoured with your Excellency's obliging 
answer of the 24 of April to my letter of the 19 of August 
last, and am happy that your Excellency thinks I have 
given a fair state of my case and have reasoned justly 
upon it. 

Your Excellency has been so kind as to hint to me 
that it has been said in the Gerf Court, that the 
absentees withdrawing from their country in the time 
of the common distress, they withdrew their jiersonal aid 
wholly, and their pecuniary aid as far as they could, 
therefore the estates they left behind ought not only to 
furnish an equivalent for both, but a considerable sura 
for the anxiety and distress the non-ab.sentees experi- 
enced and risk they ran of forfeiture of estate and life 
had Britain succeeded. Further that that anxiety, dis- 
tress, & risk were brought upon them by the machina- 
tions of the absentees in concurrence with the British 
ministry and that this last would justly absorb their 
whole estate were it ever so large. 

I will reply to this reasoning as far as it respects me 
personally : viz., I am a native of Jamaica, where ^ of all 
my estate lies, was never concerned in any business, nor 
ever got one farthing in any one of the United States, 
but lived intirely on the income of my estate in Jamaica, 
and spent ^£50,000 sterling in the United States, every 
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farthing of which I receiveii from mj' Jamaica estate. I 
lived in the United States from choice, because I was 
pleased with the people & government. This demon- 
strates my friendly disposition to the United States, If I 
had removed to Jamaica, my native place, I should have 
removed to a place as much under the acknowledged 
authority of the King of Great Britain as any part of the 
British dominions. I removed from necessity, not from 
choice, to Great Britain, that I might have a commu- 
nication with my estate in Jamaica on which I depended 
to maintain my family. I never bore arms in my life, it 
being contrary to my religious principles. I never gave, 
subscribed, or promised one farthing towards raising sol- 
diers, or towards any hostile attempt against any one 
of the United States, I have never received, solicited, 
or been promised one farthing or the least favor from 
the British government. I shall not receive the lowest 
compensation from the British government for my losses 
in America, solely & for no other reason but because I was 
a sincere friend to the United States, and would not take 
part with Great Britain against them. I never aided or 
abetted the King's fleet or army : so far from it, that as 
soon as hostilities began I left the protection of the 
King's lleet and army at Boston and went to Nantucket 
(where I had the honor of conversing with your 
Excellency), and put myself under the protection of 
Massachusetts State. As to my withdrawijig my joer- 
somtl aid wholly in the time of the common distress, I 
answer, First, It is against my rehgiotis principles to 
bear arms. Secondly, that if my religions principles 
woidd have allowed me to bear arms I could not have 
rendered any personal aid on acco* of my age and bodily 
infirmities, being upwards of 60 years and on acco' of 
indisposition utterly incapable of bearing any fatigues 
or hardships. Further, it is manifest that the good 
people of Massachusetts State did not want my advice 
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or counsel on public affairs, as they never elected me to 
any office in the State, except the high & honourable 
office of a constable for the town of Boston. As to my 
withdrawing my pecuniary aid as far as I could, I 
answer, that 1 left behind me all the estate I had in 
Massachusetts, all which was purchased with money which 
I received from my Jamaica estate, and the State has had 
the possession and benefit of the whole of my estate in 
Massachusetts for eleven years past. This clearly demon- 
strates that I have abundantly afforded my pecuniary 
aid to the State. The foregoing clearly proves that 
however forcibly the reasoning of the Gen^ Assembly 
may operate against other absentees, it cannot be applyed 
to or operate against me. 

Your Excellency thinks that as my case essentially 
differs from that of many others 1 have ground to expect 
a favourable consideration of it, and having this idea of it, 
should I think proper to apply to the General Court, your 
Excellency has been so obliging as to assure me that you 
will with great pleasure give any advice or assistance in 
your power to my attorney in conducting the application, 
for which I return your Excellency my sincere thanks. 

Presuming on your Excellency's benevolence I have 
wrote to D' Lloyd, and desired him to consult with your 
Excellency about exhibiting a petition to the Gen' Court 
praying that Oliver Wendell, Esq., may be directed to pay 
to me or my attorney the money he has of mine in his 
hands, arising from the sale of my household furniture, 
amounting to about £600 lawful money, and request the 
favor of your Excellency to advise him how to proceed 
in conducting the application, and to assist him in it. I 
have the honor to be, with every sentiment of esteem 
and regard, 

Your Excellency's most obed' and much obliged hum* 
serv*". 

William Vassall. 
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THEOPHILUS PARSONS TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

May it please tour Excellency — 

Inclosed are the observations wished for last even*. 
When I finished them I had no expectation of seeing 
the Judges this morn*', but I have since shewn them 
the inclosedj and they are pleased not to disapprove 
of them. 

I will do myself the honour of accept*^ your Excellency's 
polite invitation of dining with you to-day. 

I am, with great respect, your Exc*^ most obed* & 
humble serv' 

Theop. Parsons. 

CooRT HoDBs, Sati'Mornt. 

Indorsed by Governor Bowdoin : " Mr. Parsons' opinion concerning y" 
Conduct of a Sheriff in regard to Riots. Aug=', 1783." 



POWERS OF A SHERIFF. 

Some Brief Observations on the Authority of the Sheriff to raise 
the Power of the County. 

The Sherifi" may raise the Posse to enable him to exe- 
cute any warrant duly issued by lawful authority ; or to 
suppress any riot, rout, or unlawful assembly in his view 
without warrant ; and in some other cases not now neces- 
sary to mention. 

A riot is when three or more persons unlawfully as- 
semble together to commit with force an unlawful act, or 
a lawful act in & forcible manner, and do in fact engage in 
the commission of such act. 

A rout is when three or more persons unlawfully 
assemble together to commit with force an unlawful 
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act or a lawful act in a forcible manner, and make 
some movements towards the commission of the act, 
but do not in fact engage in it. 

An uiila/vfiU assenibly is when three or more persons 
assemble together to commit with force an unlawful act 
or. a lawful act in a forcible manner, but make no move- 
ments towards the commission of the act. These defi- 
nitions will be found sufficiently accurate for my present 
purpose, tho' perhaps not expressed with such technical 
precision as to include all ofiences of this kind. 

The Sheriff may clearly, in either of these cases collect 
the power of the county to disperse the persons above 
described, and to apprehend and commit them until he 
can convey them to some magistrate for examination ; 
and he may use all the force nece.ssary to answer these 
purposes. 

A question may arise, when may the Sheriff safely 
.determine that a collection of people in his view is an 
unlawful assembly, for when they are guilty of a rout or 
riot there can be no doubt, as their conduct at the time 
will exhibit the most striking evidence. In considering 
this question I shall confine myself to a collection of 
people formed for the purpose of obstructing the Courts 
of Justice in the execution of their office. 

If a number of people were to collect together peace- 
ably to petition the Justices not to open the Court or to 
adjourn it, without any intention or intimation of violence 
in case the petition was rejected and without intending 
to intimidate the Justices either by their number or arms, 
perhaps it may be doubtful whether it would be an un- 
lawful assembly within the foregoing definition ; but such 
a case as this probably never has happened nor ever will 
happen. But if the people threaten the Justices to in- 
duce them to comply with the petition, or come armed 
with muskets, swords, clubs, or weapons of offence to 
terrify the Justices into a submission, I think there can 
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be no doubt but tbat it is such an unlawful assembly as 
will justify the Sheriff in using the power of the county 
to disperse it and to apprehend the persons who compose 
it. If they ill! the Court-House, or the avenues to it, so 
that the Justices cannot enter, having met for the pur- 
■ pose of preventing the sitting of the Court, this is more 
than an unlawful assembly, it is a rout, as they have 
made some movements towards the commission of the 
unlawful act for which they were assembled. If they 
refuse to move out of the way when required by the 
Sheriff & oppose him with force, it is then clearly a riot. 

Prudence will direct the Sheriff in either of these cases, 
first to use peaceable methods & command the collection 
of people to desist from their purposes and to disperse. 
But if these methods should prove insufficient, his duty 
will then direct him to use the necessary force to obtain 
this end, and if it cannot be obtained without firing upon 
the people engaged thus unlawfully, he may safely fire 
upon them, and the law will justify him and all those 
who obey his orders. If the militia are assembled & the 
Sheriff is obliged to use force he may require their assist- 
ance & they are bound to obey him. But then perhaps 
they are not to be considered as soldiers, but as citizens 
under the command of the Sheriff and not of their militia 
officers. However if the Sheriff directs their officers to 
order the militia to fire, and they accordingly fire, I con- 
ceive the militia will be justified in firing, nay that it is 
their duty to fire as much as if they had received those 
orders personally from the Sheriff, their officers being 
in such case only servants to the Sheriff. But firing on 
the rioters should be avoided till it is found that no less 
degree of force will disperse them. 

But suppose the people unlawfully assemble to obstruct 
the sitting of the Court, but neither previously require 
the Justices to omit their duty nor fill the Court-House 
nor the passages to it, but remain quiet intending to move 
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■when the Justices are proceeding to the Court-House, what 
is prudent for a Sheriff to do in this case ? 

As it may in some cases be difficult to prove the un- 
lawful intent with which people assemble when they 
m.ike no motion towards their unlawful design, perhaps 
the most prudent way for the SherifE will be to pro- 
vide himself with a sufficient force to protect the Court 
in the execution of their office, and if he cannot persuade 
the people to disperse, to wait till they make some move- 
ments towards their unlawful design, and then if gentler 
methods will not do to repel them with force. 

These few observations are thrown together in great 
haste and I have no time to consult a book upon the sub- 
ject, I therefore intreat that they may be submitted to 
the opinion of some gentlemen of the law, or of the 
Judges, before they are made the ground of any meas- 
ures whatever. 



ADDRESS TO THE INHABITANTS OF BOSTON* 

To the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of 
Boston, in reply to their Address, voted in public Town 
Meeting assembled at Fanueil Hall on Monday, the 
ir" of September, 1786. 
Mr Fellow Citizeks, — The Address with which you 
have honoured me affords me great satisfaction ; as you 
thereby not only bear testimony against the illegal meas- 
ures taken within several counties of this Commonwealth 
to prevent the due execution of the laws, but give the 
strongest assurances of your unvaried determination to 
co-operate in support of constitutional government. 

The best constitution of government is but of little 
value if the people to whom it belongs will not support 
it when infringed ; especially when the infringement is 

* The Addreiig to vi\i'k]i this is the sneweT is printed la Boston Rec. Com. Reports, 
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of SO capital a nature as to endanger or render pre- 
carious the due administration of justice whose sacred 
rights have in the instances referred to been so flagrantly 
violated. 

If the Courts of Justice are not permitted to sit, or sit- 
ting are interrupted in their proceedings, the great end 
of government, the security of life, liberty, and property, 
must be frustrated, and government so far laid prostrate. 
If such be the case in any of the counties of the Common- 
wealth where the good people have in a constitutional 
way been called upon by government to assist the 
sheriffs in the execution of their official duty, as relative 
to the sitting of the judicial Courts and have withheld 
their assistance, does it not behove such to consider the evil 
tendency of such supineness and inattention ? and whether 
it does not expose their persons and property to the vio- 
lent and fraudful attempts of wicked and designing men, 
who being freed from all restraint of law will be encour- 
aged to make such attempts, and thus destroy the most 
essential benefits expected to be derived from our excel- 
lent constitution ? and who but themselves will they have 
to blame for such unhappy consequences ? 

The true cattses of the difficulties that have arisen will 
probably be enquired into by the General Court at their 
approaching session, when it is hoped they will apply 
adequate and suitable means for removing them : in 
doing which it is my duty and will be my happiness to 
contribute to the utmost of my power. 

As the worthy inhabitants of the Town of Boston have 
been distinguished for their zeal and patriotism on past 
occasions, and particularly so when with a remarkable 
unanimity they adopted the present constitution of gov- 
ernment, so it gives me the highest satisfaction to observe 
in them the like zeal and patriotism in full vigour operat- 
ing for its preservation & defence. 
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WILUAM GORDON TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Stoke Newingtos, Sept' 28, 178G. 

Mt good Sir, — I congratulate you most sincerely upon 

your Ifite passage & procession over Charles River; & am 
glad that the glorious day happened in the time of your 
being governour,* Your continuance in the chair is what 
I expected ; but whether your abilities, seconded by the 
sensible exertions of others, have not ruined youF influ- 
ence, must be determined by the nest election. Depend 
upon it, if the country members can lead their electors, 
they wni make you suffer for having jockeyed them out 
of their fall wages & winter perquisites, by completing the 
business of the last session so effectually as to adjourn the 
Court till next Jan^ Was ever such a thing heard of, 
since S" F. Bernard revenged himself upon them before 
he left the country by proroguing them to Jan*' lO"" ? If 
you & your supporters practise such kind of patriotism as 
distinguished the last session, you & they must fall, or the 
State will rise & the blood suckers who wish to stick to it 
like ticks be reduced to the dire necessity of learning to 
be useful members of society. However you have my 
blessing, as good as the arch-bishop's of Canterbury. Go 
on & profit under the smiles of the great Governour 
of the universe. Your bridge I hope will in time turn 
into stone by the help of masons, of free-masons ; for salt 
water will not produce petrifaction. But what say you 
to an iron bridge ? I have sent you the plan of one for 
your amusement. Great minds which have been con- 
versant with great subjects are not given to wonder at 
every strange operation of art or nature. And now 
before I forget it (I shall think of myself by tfe by) let me 
mention that I have a nephew by M" Gordon's side named 

i opened with great ceremony bj 
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Field,* one of the best names upon the fate of the earth, 
who finishes his apprenticeship the next month, after hav- 
ing faithfully & steadily served the noted Mess" Nairne & 
Blunt, opticians, mathematical instrument makers, &c., 
&c., &c. He has made himself master of every branch. 
I can with safety to my own character recommend him 
as a good hand, such as has given his masters great satis- " 
faction. He will set up for himself. Your Excellency's 
encouragement & interest among your friends will be 
owned as a great favour conferred upon me. 

I proceed to answer some questions which I apprehend 
you are ready to ask. I shall not be able to publish so 
soon as I intended ; but shall make as much haste as good 
speed. Several on this side the water have the protec- 
tion of the law against libels ; & as they will be likely to 
suffer by the truth, I must give it in that artful guarded 
way that even the fangs of law cannot fasten upon me, 
or they may hoist me into the pillory which is a post I 
am not fond of occupying, besides plundering me of all 
the profits I wish to gain from the History. In respect 
to culprits in the western world, I can safely say any 
thing do I keep to the truth, & relate it not as one who 
enjoys the follies & vices of others, but as an impartial 
faithful historian.' We are at present with my brother 
Field & shall probably remain with him till Christmas, 
unless some settlement should offer before. Have no 
immediate pro.spect of any, but an exercising reliance 
upon the divine wisdom & goodness. It would be a 
blunder in me to touch upon British politics when you 
have a correspondence with M' John Adams. You have 
so much upon your hands that I can scarce expect an 
answer ; but if you can find no leisure to write employ 
our common friend D' Waterhouse as deputy in the pres- 
ent case. M" Gordon joins in presenting best regards 
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to your Excellency, your lady, son & daughter, grand- 
daughter & son. Pray remember me to brother Thacher, 
& tell him that if he means I should correspond with him, 
he must tell me so in many words, 1 remain, with great 
respect, 

Your Excellency's sincere friend & very humble 
servant. 

William Gobdon. 



SAMUEL DEXTER TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

M" Dextee presents his dutiful compliments to his 
Excellency the Governour, and, while he sincerely pities 
him under his increased public burthens, thanks him 
most heartily for the high satisfaction which the worthy 
and judicious part of the Commonwealth must derive 
from his late speech. They will entertain the pleasing 
thought that, if the two Houses should observe the same 
propriety of conduct, as great a degree of energy may 
be restored to government as can consist with a con- 
stitution which, though excellently calculated for good 
Christians and philosophers, is by far too democratical 
for the ignorant and unprincipled multitude. But how- 
ever disappointed good men may perhaps be in their 
expectations of the most salutary effects from the supreme 
magistrate's exertions, for want of the assistance which 
nevertheless they hope will be afforded him; yet that 
firmnes.s of spirit and true dignity of sentiment which 
he has discovered, must add, if possible, to the great 
respectability of character he before possessed in Europe 
as well as America ; nor can it prove otherwise, although 
this should unhappily for the people be the last year 
of his administration. M' D. has been confined almost 
wholly by great pain for more than three months past, 
or he would have done himself the honour of waiting 
upon his Excellency on the first breaking out of the 
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rebellious spirit, and run the risque of being thought 
impertinent while he obtruded his opinion respecting the 
most probable means of subduing it. He never enter- 
tained an idea that coaxing could answer any good 
purpose. He knows too well the temper of these degen- 
erate sons of worthy ancestors to suppose they can be 
reclaimed by soft and lenient methods. Giving way in 
any degree will be dangerous. All reasoning too would 
be lost upon them except the ultima ratio regum. But 
while M' D. ventures to write thus freely, because con- 
fidentially, he has not the vanity to imagine he can offer 
any thing in aid of the wisdom of his Excellency, which 
will be diligently employed in devising and recommend- 
ing to the legislative body the best adapted measures for 
restoring tranquility, good order, and due submission to 
the laws. 

While M' D. is sure no appointments to offices of a 
civil nature will be made but of men of the best political 
principles, he laments that the choice of military officers 
is by the constitution with the people. In some instances 
may it not be said with the mob? "Were it otherwise 
the prospect would be much more agreable. 

This, which was intended for a short billet, is grown 
into an address. The Governour will condescend to accept 
the good intention ; and though he should deem it pre- 
sumption from a man now in private life, his urbanity 
will prevent that censure which it may be thought to 
deserve. 

RoxBURY, OotC 3*, 1786. 



INSURGENTS IN THE COUNTY OP HAMPSHIRE. 

An estimate of the Number of Rebels that would 
march under the direction of Shays in the County of 
Hampshire, should the contest be in said county, and the 
towns where they belong, viz. 
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Charlemont 


SO 


N° bro! on 


665 


Heath 


16 


Granby 


15 


Row 


10 


Belcherton 


85 


Buckland 


20 


Pelham- 


60 


Barnardston 


10 


Amherst 


50 


Lyden 


16 


New Salem 


36 


Greenfield 


15 


Leveret 


30 


Conway 


25 


Montague 


40 


Ashfield 


20 


Shutesbury 


SO 


Goshen 


20 


Orange & Warwick 


30 


Chesterfield 


36 




970 


Worthington 


20 






Williamsburgh 


26 


Should the contest be 


Wheatly 


26 


carry'd to Worcester, the 


Norwich 


10 


numbers would 


deminish 


Chester 


15 


more than one third. 


Middlefleld 


16 


The County of 


Berkshire 


Blanford 


15 


would probably furnish Shays 


Colrain 


26 


in Hampshire, with 5 or 600 


Westfield 


36 


men, but their 


numbers 


Southwick 


36 


would lessen on a 


march to 


West Springfield 


60 


Worcester nearly one half. 


Montgomery 


25 






Long Meadow 


20 






Wilbraham 


20 






Palmer 


20 






Ludlow 


16 






Ware 


20 






Greenwich 


40 







IndoT^ed by Governor Bowdoin ; " Maj Shepard'a Estimate of the N' of 
Insurgents in Hampshire, Dec. 14, 1786." 
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AETEMAS WARD TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Shrewsbury, Decetrn 16, 1788. 
Sir, — Your Excellency's letter of the fourteenth in- 
stant came duly to hand; in answer thereto can only 
say, the whole force of the insurgence in the three upper 
counties that will assemble at "Worcester, I estimate at 
fifteen hundred; and in my opinion the most likely way 
to prevent the sheding of blood is to have a desided 
superiority on the part of government: the conflict will 
be shorter and less severe in that way than any other. 
It will be requiset to have from the lower counties a 
force double to the insurgence : that will serve as 
a stimulus to the militia in this county to turn out in 
support of government: this plan will convince the in- 
surgents that they are not the people, as they affect to 
call themselves. I make no doubt the militia will be 
content to continue in service until the matter is settled 
in 'the county of Worcester, if tolerably supplied. The 
militia law makes provision for their supply in such 
cases. The better way in my opinion would be to con- 
tract with some person or persons to supply them, which 
might easily be done, was not public credit so very low. 
Could any person be supplyed with cash in the last men- 
tioned way the resources of the three western counties 
would be sufficient to support the forces on the part of 
government for months. Your Excellency wishes to be 
informed bow many militia may be depended upon in 

• Artemaa Ward was born in Shrewsbury, Mass., Nov. 27, 1727, gradnaled at Harvard 
College in ITIS, and died in hia natire town Oct. Z7, 1300. He entered public life at an 

appointed a brigadier general by the Provincial Congress of Maftsachuseits, and in the 
iollowing May he waa made commander in chief of the militaiy forces around Boston. 
In June, 1775, he was named by Congress first in the list of major generals, but he was 
obliged in a few months to resign on account of impaired health. He continued, however, 
to take as active a part in public affairs as his health would permit, ond tor upward of 
three years he waa a member of Congress nnder the Constilulinn. See Applelon's 
Cycloptedia of American Biography, vol, vi. pp. 347, 348j A. H. Ward's Ward Family, 
pp. 45-49. — Edb. 
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the three western counties, that is impossible for me at 
this time to determine : had the address to the people 
got to the several towns it would have satisfied many ; 
but it hath not come to minister or selectmen of this 
town. The warrant you was pleased to inclose to me is 
still in my hands, not thinking it best at present to 
deliver it to the person to whom it is directed without 
your order for so doing. 

I am, with great respect & esteem, 

Your Excellency's obedient, humble servant. 

Aetemas Ward. 

His Excellency James Bowdoin, Esq". 



WILLIAM SHEPARD TO JAMES BOWDOIN.» 

Westfield, 17'" Decern', 1786. 

Sir, — I am now to acknoledge the honor of your 
Excellency's letter of the fourteenth instant by Alaj' 
Shephard just come to hand. I am aware of the policy 
of some persons to let the insurgents proceed, 'presuming 
that they will undeceive themselves or precipitate with 
their own rashness, or that they might be reclaimed with 
moderate and lenient measures, and in support of such 
an hypothesis advance that in government as much judge- 
ment is necessary to know when to recede as in mer- 
chants when to loose, which hypothesis, altho I do not 
fully admit, I shall not wholly reject. But I would beg 
leave to suggest that it appears unseasonable and ill timed 
to either procrastinate or introduce lenient measures 
untill the government have given proofs of their force 
and ability, otherwise clemency appears to proceed from 
inability or pusillanimity, and comes with an ill grace. 

It now appears absolutely expedient to enforce the 
laws since neither the rashness of the insurgents or the 

• For a Dotice o£ General Shepard, sr» 7 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. v. p. 6 note. — Eds. 
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mitigating steps of Assemblj have been oroductive of 
the tranquillity that many expected. 

To begin with supporting the Worcester Court, as 
your Excellency mentions, it will be necessary to save 
the risk of blood that two thousand should march from 
the lower counties, I should suppose, under the command 
of General Lincoln, whose high reputation would avail 
greatly in such an expedition. 

From this county and Berkshire I can march one 
thousand ; what number can be raised in Worcester 
County I am uncertain, but should suppose one thou- 
sand, which constitutes in all four thousand which under 
the command of General Lincoln would be amply suffi- 
cient to restore order and peace in a very short time. 
Respecting supplies I believe provisions can easily be 
furnished from this county, but spirits and some other 
articles must be sent from Boston ; however, it appears 
that the bussiness would not require a very long time. 

I shall take early opportunity to transmitt your Excel- 
lency further information and more particular plans if 
coercion takes place, which should it be the case a system 
for supplying the whole ought previously to be con- 
certed, tho I can furnish provisions for tlie troops of my 
division if it is best. 

I have mentioned Berkshire above, altho it may not 
be worth while for them to march, as I can rai.se one 
thousand in this county willing to tarry one or perhaps 
two months in case they should be wanted ; however 
your Excellency will have the opinions of the Generals 
Lincoln, Brooks, and Cobb capable of better plan than I 
can be at present, especially at this distance and so little 
time to weigh the affair. 

I am y" Excellency's most obed* hum. servant. 

W" Shefard, Maj' Gen". 
His Excellency James Bowdoin. 
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ELEAZAR FORTER TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Springfield, Dec' 26'f' 1786. 
May it please yoitr Excellency: 

The Justices of the Courts o£ General Sessions of the 

Peace and the Court of Common Pleas which by a late 

Resolve of the General Court were directed to be holden 
at this time & place met for the purpose of discharging 
the duties of their respective offices; before the Justices 
had arrived a number of men armed with firelocks took 
possession of the ground near the Court House with an 
avowed design to prevent the Courts entering the House. 
As soon as a number of Justices had convened sufBcient 
to constitute a Court, a committee from the insurgents 
(who were more than three hundred in number) waited 
on tlie Court & requested (with intimations of disagre- 
able consequences on failure of a speedy compliance) 
that the Justices wo'uld not open the said Court, they 
presented a paper signed by themselves to the Justices, 
of which the following is a copy, " Springfield, Decern' 
2ij^ 1786. We Request the Honble. Judges of this 
Court not to open said Court at this Term, nor do any 
kind of business whatever, but all kind of business to 
remain as tho no such Court had been appointed. Luke 
Day. Daniel Shays, Thomas Grover." 

As no measures had been taken to collect a force for 
the support of the said Courts, and guards were placed 
at the door of the room in which the Justices had assem- 
bled, the Justices thought not only prudence but neces- 
sity required an answer of compliance, of which the 
following is a copy, "Springfield, Decern' 26'^ 1786. 
The Justices of the Court of Common Pleas & the Court 
of General Sessions of the Peace now asseuibled at 

• Hon. Eleaiar Porter was born in Hadley June 27, 1723 ; graduated from Tale Col- 
kge in 1748, and died in his paiive town May 27, 1797. In 1777 he was made a Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas and in 1779 Judge of Probate, Both of these offices he held 
until hi9 death. His second irife wn? a daughter of Jonathan Edwards. See Deitsr's 
Yale BiographiBB. Vol. ii. pp. ITS, ITi), - Eds. 
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Springfield, in consideration of the opposition made to 
the opening the said Courts, have determined not to do 
any business or open the said Court at this Term. Eleaz! 
Porter, on behalf of s* Courts." 

No injuries or insults were offered to individuals, and 
the people are dispersing, 

I have the honour to be on behalf of the Justices 
assembled as above, 

Your Excellency's most obedient & humble servant. 

Eleaz^ Portek. 



SAMUEL r.TMAN TO SAMUEL BEECK* 

Sprikgfibld, Dec' 27*, a. d. 1788. 
Dear Sie, — I thank you for your letter of the IS"" in- 
stant, but did not receive it from the Post Office season- 
ably enough to have answerd it by the then next post, 
agreable to your desire ; but have now the mortification 
to inform you that the Court of Common Pleas & Gen- 
eral Sessions of the Peiioe which convened here yester- 
day, according to adjournment, were not permitted by 
the insurgents so much as to open and adjourn, or to 
do any kind of business; and they obliged the Court to 
come to an agreement with them of such a nature in 
writing. The number of insurgents under arms were 
about three hundred, and more appeared to be constantly 
flocking in from all quarters ; Shays & Luke Day & cue 
Grover of Montague headed this party of mad men. 
This expedition of theirs was conducted with as much 
secrecy & precaution as if it was an enterprize of the 

• Samuel Lyman was bom in Goshen, Conn., Jan. HS, 1749, and graduated at Tale Col- 
lege in ITTO. He Bret studied divinity, but with no expectation of enteniig the miniatrj, 
and aflerward studied law, and began itn practice at Hartford. About 1T83 he removed (o 
Springfield, Mass., and served in both branehea of the Slate LepslatnrB. He was a mem- 
ber of Congress from 1795 to 1801. He died in Springfield June 6, 1802. (See Dexter'a 
Tale Biographies, vol, iii p, 388 ) Samuel Breck was a merchant in Boston, — bom April 
11, 17^7, died May 7, 1809, - and father of a more famous son of the same name, who 
removed to t'hilailelphia, and ivaA Vice-Preaidant of the Pennsylvania Historical Societj. 
(See Recollections of Samuel Brotk, p. IT.) — Eds. 
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greatest magnitude and importance, — not more than 
one hour before these insurgence arrived in town, the 
Sheriff told me that he had not the least apprehension 
that the Court would be interrupted by them (alth6 he 
knew a number of them were then under arms in West 
Springfield) and so there were no steps taken in order to 
support the Court j neither did they request any support 
■when they saw the necessity of it; but from prudential 
motives or some other motives dispensed with that sub- 
stantial aid which might have been afforded them, & 
complyed with the illegal & unjust demands of a pack of 
villains. However, I can't say but that it may be all for 
the best ; possibly if we had attempted to have supported 
the Court, we might eventually have been obliged to call 
upon our friends who live in the interior parts of the 
Commonwealth, which would have laid the government 
party under great disadvantages, and the insurgents 
would have had every advantage arising from its being 
a central situation, so far as it respects the parts of this 
State where the disaffected inhabitants dwell. 

We are in a deplorable condition, but I don't despair, 
for I think upon the whole our prospect really begins to 
brighten, for the leaders of the insurgents appear de- 
jected and melancholy since their fruitless expedition to 
the eastward. They are under fearful apprehensions of be- 
ing taken & lodged with their friends, Shattuck, Parker & 
Page. It is of great importance that government exerts 
itself immediately, I think' their leaders can be taken 
better now than ever. I am sure there is a spirit of en- 
ergy in government, it has appeard in the capture of 
three of these rebels, and I hope it will appear in the 
capture of three or four more of them, at least of Shays. 

My dear Friend, not only this Commonwealth but 
the UNION at large are in the most confused and con- 
founded condition ; we do not yet feel that sameness or 
unity of interest which ia the only cement of any nation, 
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and which is absolutely necessary to be felt in order to 
make us respectable & important ; but this is not surpriz- 
ing, for our national existence is but of yesterday, and 
this unity of interest is the result of time, it is the effect 
of habit, sentiment, & opinion, it is the unison o£ each 
of these ; but although there is such a vast variety of 
habits, sentiments, & opinions which characterize these 
States, yet I hope that that kind & beneficent Spirit that 
brooded over the surface of the great deep (the antient 
Chaos) will also inspire our political chaos, generally 
called the United States, with form & beauty & strength 
& greatness. 

I will leave off preaching, for I have been tedious and 
long enough; but I must add a piece of information this 
minute received, which is this, that there would have 
been no opposition to the setting of the Court had it 
not been for Shays, as they had pretty universally con- 
cluded it was best to stay at home, and make no further 
opposition to government until Saturday of last week, 
when they received orders from Shays to meet him in 
this town on Tuesday morning then next. Shays cer- 
tainly ought to have an opportunity of seeing his friend 
Shattuck. 

I hope the insurgents will never know what I have 
written to you, for they might possibly kill me if 
they did. 

I am, dear Sir, your most obed* & very h"^ ser*. 

Samuel Lyman. 

Dear Sir, — If you think any part of the information 
contained in this letter ought to-be inserted in the public 
prints, I wish you would not make extracts from it, but 
only to publish the substance of it in manner you would 
have done, if you had received the information by word 
of mouth. 

S. Ltman. 

Samuel Breck Esq^. 
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LEVI SHEPHAED TO JAMES BOWDOIN" 

NOBTHAMPTON, 2S'' Dec', 1786. 
Sir, — Your Excellency will pardon me from troubling 
you when I attempt to give you a relation of the pro- 
ceedings of the insurgents since my last. 

Nothing material in respect to their movements has 
took place 'till last Monday, at which time they got in 
motion in many towns in every part of the county for 
the purpose of breaking up the Court that was to set on 
Tuesday ; but their numbers was not so great as they 
had been on the like occasion from any town, the reason 
however was obvious, as government tho't it not expe- 
dient to call out the militia at this time for its support, 
and it was tho't that Shays would only order Capt" Day 
to collect his men in & about Springfield to do the neces- 
sary work, and leave the rest of the insurgents at their 
homes. But it seems Shays would not risque the matter 
with Day, for fear (I presume) of being out generaled by 
government and ordered his men to march from more 
distant parts, so that upon the whole Shays collected 
about 300 men on Tuesday morning at Springfield, and 
demanded of the Court not to proceed to do any kind of 
business, which was accordingly granted. They now ex- 
ult on their return and plume themselves that govern- 
ment is now yielding to their demands so fast that Shays 
informed his men when he dismissed them that he was in 
hopes that he should not find it necessary to call them out 
any more on the like occasion. 

It is manifest that Shays is very thoughtful!, and ap- 
pears like a man crouded with embarrassments, but the 
other leaders are very insolent & imperious, but I trust 
the day is not very remote that they will discover a 

• Levi Shephard, commonly oalted Dr, Shephard, was an apothecaiy in Northampton, 
and took a very prominent and active part m public affairs. He died ia 1805. See TnuO' 
bull's History of NorUiaropton, vol. li. paaim. —Eds. 
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different deportment, however we can't expect in this 
county any thing but insolence from such fellows, so 
long as there is so little dignity & propriety of conduct 
maintained by some of the first ofiicers of the Court of 
Common Pleas, for the fact is not less surprising than 
true than that Grover & Day was permited to set at 
the table & dine with some of the above Court at the 
time they made the demand of them not to proceed to 
do any business. 

Should there be any despatches your Excellency wou'd 
wish to forward to this county thro' this town, M' Sam' 
Eliot (who will hand you this) will be able to forward 
them by the bearer of this, who is a faithful! person. 

I have the honor to be 

Your Excellency's most obed' & most humb' serv'. 

Leti Shephaed. 

His Excellency James Bowdoi^j, Esq". 

Dec 30'^ 
Tour Excellency will receive this by Maj' Lyman (who 
is aid to Gen' Shephard) who I did not know of his going 
to Boston when I began to write. I beg leave to refer 
your Excellency to hiin, as he is able to give you every 
satisfaction in respect to the public concerns of this 
county. 

I am, &ic. L. S. 



WILLIAM SHEPARD TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Northampton, 30* Decern', 1786. 
Sir, — I have ever conceived the General Assembly at 
their last session did every thing they possibly could, 
and even made some sacrifices in expectation of quiet- 
ing all who should not be obstinate to conviction, and 
that they had taken measures not to recede from in any 
extremity. 
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How far I am justified in these conceptions your 
Excellency will best determine, but since the palliating 
scheme has failed to produce those effects that were 
promised, it appears to me of the first importance to 
know whether any farther concessions from government 
are expected or not. 

I beg leave to suggest whether if the Worcester Court 
is to be supported, the Assembly ought not previously to 
meet, if not to give more energy to our operations, at 
least to remove all occasion of scruple in the most nice. 

As 1 have mentioned in my letter of the 14'*' inst. by 
the stage, I imagine two thousand men with two com- 
panies of artillery and one hundred light horse to march 
first to Worcester from the lower counties, after part 
or all into this, and so on to Berkshire, will be amply 
sufficient to crush all opposition. 

If such a plan should be adopted they need not march 
from the lower counties untill after the insurgents have 
embodied, after which and at the same time the force of 
this county to march and form a junction or otherwise as 
incidents shall determine. We can furnish the provisions 
for the troops of this county, but the camp equippage and 
some spirits will be wanted from Boston, each of which if 
any should not be used might be returned. I should pre- 
sume the command will be given to General Lincoln, whose 
high reputation will avail much in this part of the State. 
Being now on my return from a toiir through the whole 
county I am much encouraged, as I find that the Address 
with other circumstances have fixed the wavering in many 
instances, particularly in the town of Northfield which 
voted unanimously satisfied with the doings of the 
General Court. However nothing will restore order and 
peace to these counties but superior forces, which I hope 
will be introduced as soon as is possible. 

This will be delivered you by M' Lyman, one of my 
aids, who will be capable of such particular information 
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as you shall wish, and will receive such communications 
for me as you shall judge necessary. 

I am your Excellency' most obed' hum, serv'. 

W" Shepard, Maj Gen" 4"" Divition. 
His £xcc[.lency James Bowdoin, £34^. 



MEASURES TO BE TAKEN FOR SCTPPORTING THE SUPREME 
COURT TO BE HOLDEN AT CAMBRIDGE.* 

1. Orders to be , given to Gen' Brooks to assemble 
several of the regiments of Middlesex agreeable to the 
arrangement he has made. He supposes he can de- 
pend on 1800 men from those regiments. 

2. Orders to Col" Hall of Dorchester for detachments 
for companies from his regiment, viz; the 2 comp' of 
militia & 1 comp^ of artillery in Dorchester. 1 company 
in Milton. 

3. Orders to Col" Battelle for companies in his regi- 
ment : Capt. W"' C", Capt. Draper's C" of militia, & Maj' 
Spooner's C" of artillery, besides a voluntier 0" under L* 
Col" Patten : all of Roxbury. 

4. Orders to Maj' Greneral Titcomb at Newbury Port to 
issue orders to Col" of Ipswich ; and to Col" 

of Salem to hold their regiments in readiness to march 
to Cambridge upon the call of Major Gen' Brooks for the 
support of the Supreme Judicial Court. 

5. Capt. Bell of the ancient ArtilP C? 

6. Col" Bradford's Cadet C? 

7. Selectmen of Boston to endeavour to procure offi- 
cers for the Boston regiment. 

8. Maj' Davis, &c., to form volunteer companies to 
hold themselves in readiness. 

9. Major Perkins to furnish ammunition for the militia : 
to be distributed as Gen' Brooks shall direct. Quere. 

• Pnnted from the original minutes m the handwriting ot Governor Bowdoiii. - Eds. 
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If y" musketballs be connected w"' y" cartridges, most of 
them will be useless on ace" of the diff* bores of y" small 
arms. 

10. The Commissary Genl to furnish needful provisions. 



JAMES BOWDOIK TO WILLIAM SHEPAED. 

B08TON, Jan' 21, 1787. 
Sir, — I have received your favour of the 19' instant. 
I am glad to hear you have taken possession of the Arse- 
nal, and that you have so respectable force with you. As 
to their supplies of beef, bread, rum, foreage, and fuel I 
must refer you to General Lincoln, who will or has fully 
informed you of the measures taken for your supply of 
these articles. You have been misinformed with respect 
to the money that has been furnished to the Commissary 
General and the Quartermaster General. I gave my 
orders to those officers to supply the militia called out 
upon this occasion with provision and other articles 
necessary for their subsistance and accomodation ; but 
they represented to me that they had not the articles 
necessary for this purpose by them, neither had they 
the money to purchase them. The friends of govern- 
ment in this and the neighbouring towns hearing of this 
difficulty offered their aid to government and generously 
subscribed that they would either furnish the articles 
wanted or money for the purpose {but to be appropriated 
solely for the subsistance and accomodation of the militia 
while in the field) in full confidence that they should be 
speedily reimbursed by the General Court, but had it not 
in idea that any part of the money should he appropri- 
ated to pay the militia ; neither has government ad- 
vanced one shilling to the militia, hut must depend 
upon the General Court for their pay who have assured 
the supreme executive that compensation shall be mado 
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to such officers and men as should turn out upon such 
occasions ; and in case of necessity I am perswaded tliat 
the gentlemen of fortune and ability in your parts will as 
readily lend their aid to government upon this occasion, 
and furnish the articles needed, confiding in government 
for a speedy reimbnrsraent as the gentlemen here have 
done. As to the arsenal at Springfield it is expected 
that you defend it at all hazards ; the particular meas- 
ures for that important purpose must be left with you as 
exigencies require. You have herewith enclosed an ex- 
tract of the resolve above referred to. 
Major General Shbppard. 



RICHARD PRICE TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Kewinston-Grekn, Jan> 22, 1787. 

Dear Sir, — You will receive with this a volume of 
Sermons which I have just publish'd in compliance with 
the request of the congregation, to which I preach. 
Should you honour it with a perusal yon will probably 
think me wrong on some points, but I can rely on your 
candour. I have deliver'd my confession of faith with 
freedom ; but at the same time I have endeavoured to do 
it with charity and respect for all my fellow Christians 
of different sentim*'. The chief object of my zeal is, not 
making proselytes, but promoting liberality and virtue 
and fair and amicable discussion. 

It is with particular concern, I have heard lately of 
the tumults in your State and in New Hampshire ; of 
the vile measures employ'd in Rhode-island to give a 
currency to the paper issued there, and of many other 
events in the United States which damp the hopes of 
their friends and make their enemies triumph. It is not 
possible they should prosper till they have learnt more 
to seek true independence by despising foreign luxuries 
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and finding all they want witliin themselves; and till also 
they can see the necessity of giving more energy to their 
federal governm'. 

All hope of a commercial treaty with tins country 
seems now to he over. One consideration which I know 
influences greatly our ministers in this instance is, that 
a treaty can answer no end because there is no power in 
the United States that can enforce the observance of it. 
But I ask pardon for these remarks. Perhaps it is the 
purpose of Providence to make your country pass thro 
the school of errors and sufferings in order to make it at 
last, with more advantage, such an example and benefit 
to mankind as the friends of liberty and virtue wish to 
see it. Great indeed is the trust committed to it. 

Under a grateful sense of your kind attention, and 
with great respect I am, S% 

Your obliged and very obed* serv'. 

Rich" Price. 

I have sent you by the desire of our Astronomer Eoyal 
his advertisem'of the comet expected next year. 



JONATHAN WAENER TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Worcester, Jan^ 26», 1787. 
His ExcELLEpcY Gov" Bowdoin. 

Mat it please tour Excellency, — Early on the 
twenty-fifth instant Major General Lincoln moved from 
this place for Springfield, with all the troops which 
were here, except the regiment under the command 
of Col" Stearns and one company of artillery; at the 

* Jonaihan Warner was bora in Hardwick July IJ, 174t, enlered the army on the 
breaking out of the Revolutionary War, and served with credit, being made a brigadier 
general by Masaachuaetts in 1776 and a major general in 1781. The latter office he held 
until hia voluntary resignation in December. 1789. He alsiTtook an active part in civil 
affairs, and was a member of the State Senate for nine years and of (he Council for two 
yeara. He died, Jan. 7, 1803, at Craftsbury, Vt., to which pUce lie had gone on bnsinesa. 
See Paige's History of Hardwick, pp. 524, 525. —Eds. 
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same time he gave orders to me, to direct the same 
regiment & company to take under escort the pro- 
visions ordered for Springfield, and to proceed to that 
place with all possible dispatch; the Major General Lin- 
coln further directed, me to call for one thousand men 
from my division in addition to what had already been 
called for & raised. In pursuance of these orders Col" 
Stearns yesterday in the afternoon moved on with all 
the troops which were then in this place, except a cap- 
tain's guard. Orders hkewise were immediately issued 
to detach the above mentioned number of men, with 
directions for them to rendezvous at this place, armed & 
accoutred according to law, as soon as possible ; and 
further, being left without any troops here except the 
guard aforesaid & sensible that some time must neces- 
sarily elapse before the same order of detachment could 
be carried into effect, I sent letters to a number of influ- 
ential characters, friends to government, in the several 
towns in this county to use their influence to raise as 
many volunteers as could be spared from home, to be 
under my immediate command 'till the aforesaid order 
of detachment could be complied with, unless sooner 
discharged. 

I would beg leave to suggest to your Excellency that 
I conceive it improbable that the number of men required 
from my division can be properly armed and, accoutred 
in this county, considering that upwards of a thousand 
men are already turned out in the support of govern- 
ment, and that many arms are in the hands of insurgents 
& persons ill-affected towards the present government. 
Your Excellency will therefore take into consideration 
the propriety of sending on a number of arms for the 
men, in case more should be raised than can be well 
equipt without the assistance of government. 

I have likewise called upon the select-men in the 
several towns to turn out of their town-stocks respectively 
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a proper supply of ammunition for the men that shall be 
raised as aforesaid ; but as there are great divisions among 
select-mettj as well as the inhabitants of towns, I concieve 
that mode of supply to be too precarious to rely upon; 
your Excellency will judge of the expediency of for- 
warding supplies of that kind likewise. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest esteem, 
Your Excellency's ob' hum' ser* 

Jon* Warnek, M. Gr. 

P. S. 2 o'clock, p. M. Information is this moment 
received by a gentleman who went from this place 
yesterday with General Lincoln, that a detachment from 
the insurgents under the command of Shays, consisting 
of about sixty men, advanced within General Shepard'a 
lines yesterday, contrary to his express directions, that 
they refused to retire and were fired upon, and that four 
men were killed and a number more wounded, where- 
upon the remainder of that detachment of insurgents 
retreated ; but I have no official information respecting 
this matter or the present situation of the insurgents. 



JOHN BROOKS TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Sir, — I moved to this place yesterday, when I was 
joined by a part of my division. I am now about to 
march for Worcester & expect to be joined by two more 
of my regiments. 

Upon my arrival in tins town yesterday I found one 
Samuel Valentine of Hopkinton, who had come hither 
with a paper purporting to be the doings of a legal meet- 
ing of the inhabitants of the town. As the design of it 
was evidently to oppose the present movements I thought 

' G?D, John Brooks, Governor of Massachnsetta from 1816 to ISSS, was born at 
Medford May 31, 1753, and died there March 1, 1825. During the ReYolution he sBired 
with diatinction in the annr, and afterward filled variouB pnailions in ciTil life. See Ap- 
pletoa's Cyclopedia of AmeTlcan Biography, vol. i. p. 38T — Eds. 
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proper to apprehend the man. He was accordingly car- 
ried before Justice Wood, who, upon finding him to be 
rather an indifferent character & willing at the same time 
to take the oath of allegiance, admitted him to bail. It 
was my opinion that the mildness of this measure, after 
the man's conduct &, the conduct of the town had met the 
frowns of government, would have a better effect on 
the minds of the disaffected in this quarter than more 
Yigorous punishment. We have but little to fear from 
their power, & while we treat those who have not been 
in arms .with lenity there can be no complaint of an 
undue exercise of power. A copy of the paper alluded 
to is enclosed. 

I have as yet receivd no information from Gen' Lincoln, 
The officers & men are in good spirits and would rather 
pursue the bussiness they have undertaken than return. 

I have the honour to be, with perfect respect. Sir, 
Yr. Excellency's most obed' servt. 

J. Brooks. 

Malbokough, Jan'' 29, 1787. 

His Excellenct Governor Bowdoin. 



JOHN SULLIVAN TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Durham, February 13'S 1787. 

Sir, — La.ot evening I received advice from the western 
part of this State, where I have a gentleman now in wait- 
ing who bore my dispatches to the officers in that quarter, 
that on Wednesday morning last M' Shays crossed from 
Westmoreland in this State over Connecticut Eiver into 
Vermont; that on Tuesday he beat up for voluntiers in 
his own party to accompany him to Pultney in Vermont, 
■where he said he would erect his standard, but only three 
followed him ; the residue laid aside their arms & are 
gone to labor in the neighbourhood of Westmoreland for 

• Tor a niHice of General Sullivan, see T Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. ii. p. 22T note. — Eds. 
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their support. Captain Day with another party remained 
at Westmoreland on Wednesday evening (his intentions 
unknown). Upon receiving this intelhgence 1 have given 
fresh instructions & wish y' Exc^ to favor me as soon as 
possible with the names of the principal insurgents as- 
requested in my last, that I may take proper measures 
for apprehending and delivering them up to the State 
wliich has been so grossly injured by them. 

I have the honor to be, with the most exalted senti- 
ments of esteem & respect, Sir, 

Y' Exeellencey's most obed' & very humble serv'. 
„ T- n T. Jf*" Sullivan. 

His Exckllenct Govbrnor Eowdoin. 



JOSEPH HEN-SHAW TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Shrewsbury, M"' Febv, 1787. 
Sir, — The rebels belonging to this town, after being 
repeatedly solicited, have at length (the most of them) 
condescended so far as to take the Oath of Allegiance, 
tho', as I am informed, the greater part have not sub- 
scribed the same & a much greater part have kept back 
their aruis; whether this proceeds from the indulgence 
of government, your Excellency can determine : in this 
town, where I have the means of information, the rebel- 
lious spirit seems in no degree broken & it is given out 
by those, that within three months the noted Shays will 
again appear with a more formidable force. Notwithstand- 
ing, I have not the most distant idea of such an event, 
yet it discovers the same rebellious spirit ; they have not 
forborne to insult some of the government's troops who 
had been frost-bitten & were on their return home. On 

■ Joseph HenBhaw was born in Boston Dec. 20, 172T, graduated at Harvard College in 
1T48, and lived afterward Ht Leicester and Shrewsbnrj', whers he died March 19, 1794. 
He was a brother of Col. William Heuahaw. whose Orderly Book was printed by ibis 
Society in Proeeedings, vol. iv., and took an active part at the beginning of Ihe War of 
the Revolution, at which time he held the rank of lienlenant-colonel . See Waahliiim'a 
History of Leicester, pp. 197-199 ; Ward's History of Shtewsbnrj-, pp. 328. 329. — Eds. 
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Saturday evening four of the rebels apply'd to me for the 
oath, which I declined giving till they brought and de- 
livered np their arms which they promised to do, but did 
not, yet went to Grafton & there took tlie oath without 
delivering their arms. The captains, Whiting & Howe, 
who are stationed in this town with two companies have 
been thro the rebel quarters inviting them to come in & 
take the oath ; how far this indulgence may answer the 
end designed by government, I cannot say, yet fear it 
may tend rather to strengthen than humble the sedi- 
tious spirit; if they are suffered to retain their arms, 
may they not on the first opportunity further insult & 
embarrass government? It is with reluctance I trouble 
your Excellency with this intelligence, considering the 
multiplicity of bussiness which must necessarily engage 
your attention, yet the fear lest the rebels in the towns 
thro' out the three counties may in like manner retain 
their arms, &c., compells me. However, trusting thiit 
government will effectually disqualify them from creating 
by their votes any confusion in these counties at the 
next March, April, & May town meetings, & rising again 
iu arms, 

I have the honour to be, with the most dutiful respect, 
your Excellency's most obedient & most humble servant, 
Joseph Henshaw. 

Severity only will produce a slavish fear, & rebells will 
be kept in due subjection by no other. 



BENJAMIN LINCOLN TO JAMES BOWDOIN* 

PiTTSFiKLD, Feb' 14, 1787, 
Dear Sik, — I recieved information this morning that 
Shays & a number of his officers were at Bennington & 

• Benjamin Lincoln was bom in Hingham Jan. U, 1733 ; died there May 9, 1810. He 
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Shaftsburj- a short time since, & that they expected to 
continue some time there & at White Creek, where 
Shays has a sister, within the State of New York & 
a little distance from Bennington. Hence I have 
been induced to write to the Governour of N. York, & 
have engaged M' R. Tyler to attempt the apprehending 
those characters ; I have sent forward by him a copy 
of the doings of the Gen' Court, authorising your 
Excellency to issue your proclamation for the purpose 
of apprehending the leading characters in the rebellion, 
& requesting you to write to the Governours of the 
neighboring States for their aid; also your proclamation. 
I have also sent a warrant against those characters & a 
number of others not named in the proclamation. M' 
Tyler has a recommendation to the Governours of the 
neighboring States for their aid. 

We have parties in every direction in this county, for 
the purpose of apprehending & disarming those who 
have made an improper use of their arms. The' these 
people are obstinate k yield with reluctance, yet they 
must be born down, & if they will not submit to 
government allured by the blessings of it they must 
bend to its .force. This will be a yoke too galling for 
them long to bear; it will soon melt them into sub- 
mission or induce them to leave the State. 
I am, dear Sir, with great esteem, 

Your Excellency's obed' hum. serv'. 

B. Lincoln. 

N. B. Since writing the above I have been hon'^ with 
the receipt of your duplicate 8*'' inst. 

GOVBBHOB EOWDOIN. 



of the fprcea reised for Ibe suppression of Shays's Insorrection. See Appleton'a Cjcle 
pKdia nf American Biograplij-i sol. iii. pp, 72B, 729 ; Bowen's Life oif Lincoln, in 1 
Spwks'a American Biograpby, vol. xiii. — Esb. 
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WILLIAM GREENLEAF TO JAMES BOWDOIK* 

Worcester, Feb" IT", 1787. 
Sir, — On Monday the 29"" of Jan'. I went from Lan- 
caster for Worcester in discharge of my official duty to 
the County of Worcester & Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, by virtue of a warnmt from your Excellency 
to me directed, to apprehend Doct' Samuel Willard of 
Uxbridge and Lieu* Thomas Bicknall of Grafton & others 
in difierent towns. I sent a trusty person forward to 
get what information of tho.se two persons that be needfull 
to apprehend them. The return of the person sent out 
was not so favorable as I could wish. Bicknall had gone 
out of this Commonwealth, being alarm'd on Lieu' Col. 
LiikeDrury being taken, Doct'' Samuel Willard removing 
to his brother's in Smithfield in the State of Rhodlsland 
for protection I made application to Generall Warner 
for a number of horse and one slay with two horses. 
With four Infantree to accompany me I proceeded on 
Tuesday evening the 30. Arrived at Uxbridge about 
12 o'c. same evening ; willing to know if Willard was 
at home in Uxbridge, I sent one of the horse to inquire 
if the Doct' was at his house ; found he was not ; but 
being at Smithfield we then proceeded after him. I 
made application to Peleg Arnold, Esq'', to strengthen the 
warrant. He told me he had not offitionated as a Jus- 
tice since May last, but if he had been in ottice he would 
not have strengthen'd any warrant against said Willard, 
as he was sensable Willard was inocent of the crime 
alledged against him. I then applied to Judge Aldrich, 

* William Greenleaf. at the time this letter was written sheriff of Worcester and 
colonel of one of fhe Worcester Counfy rosimenta, was bom in Lancaster Aug. 25, 1738, 
and marrieiJ Sarah, a daughter of Edmund Quincy and sister of the wife of John Hancock. 
He entered the army as a captain in March, 1776, and was commissioned lieutenant-colonel 
in October, 1779. He died of apoplexy in Bolton in 1792. See Lunt'a Discourse on the 
Death of Hon. Thomai Greenleaf, p. ai'; Mass. Soldiers and Sailors in the Revolution, vol. 
vi, p. 854; Nourse's Marriages, Births, and Deaths in Lancaster, p. 330; Worcester Spy, 
Jan. 19, 1793. — Eds. 
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which made much the same excuse, only this addition, 
if it was for theft, murder, or robbery he would comply 
with my request, but to strengthen a warrant from this 
Commonwealth against said Willard he would not, al- 
though I reminded him of the consequence that would 
follow. I proceeded with my party where said "Willard 
made liis residence with hopes to have brought him over 
the line ; found he had gone the day before to Provi- 
dance or some other place to an intimate friend of his 
who was detemiined to secure him from being taken. 
The people in that State are much in the measures of 
the insurgents. I think it my duty as a supporter of 
the constitution and government of this Commonwealth 
to give your Excellency this information. As a plan has 
been lay'd by the people in Smithfield to have resqned 
said Willard had he been taken, I have sent to Boston 
agreable to a warrant from your Excellency Lieu* Col. 
Luke Drury of Grafton, Caleb Curtis of Chalton, Cap' 
Jonah Golding of Ward, & Henry Gale of Princton. I 
have in goal Cap' Artemas Dryden of Holden which 
with some other persons I shall send on for Boston soon. 
I am in sanguine expectation of sending forward more of 
said persons mentioned in said warrants. Publick meas- 
ures ware at this time a most agreable apperance, I 
take the liberty to communicate to your Excellency 
and the Hon" Council ; — 

The statement of the second regiment in the County 
of Worcester under my command ; the first order from 
the Hon"' Maj. General Warner to me directed to detach 
150 men rank & file from said regiments. Willing to 
give credit to every town within the limits of my regi- 
ment. Lancaster cherfully raised the men. Sterling 
raised there men, though with some difficulty and op- 
position, Princton through one worthy oificer the 
men was procured without any trouble. Bolton and 
Berlin complied with orders, got their quotas required. 
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The officers exerted them selves, except two in Lancaster, 
who have since changed there sentiments and are vollen- 
teeis as privates. I think I can with justice recomend 
them to your Excellency for there commissions. There 
names are Abel Allen, Lieu', Josiah Bowers, Ensign, both 
of Lancaster. Wish there commissions may be sent 
forward as soon as possable. Harvard has been opposed 
to the measures of government and much in measures 
of Shays. An opportunity was offer'd the companies to 
turn out vollenters. Nine only out of 28 (which was 
the town's quota) turned out, I accordingly gave the 
commissioned officers orders to draft said nineteen men ; 
the officers utterly refused to execute said orders. The 
following is a copy. 

Lancaster, Jan' 17"" 1787. 
Agreable to and complyance with orders from General 
Warner to detach 150 men from my regiment, you are 
directed and ordered to detach fourteen men from the 
companys under your command and have them equipt 
with every equipment agreable to the mihtia law imme- 
diately, and make return to me by Fryday next of the 
men and equipments. The men will receive marching 
orders from Col" Ephraira Sternes, who is appointed to 
take the command of them. The selectmen will attend 
to the order to them respecting supplies from time to 
time. I am with much esteem, yours, &c. 

W. Greenleaf, Col". 

> Harvard. 

The subalterns refused in the same manner the cap* 
did. The nine men vollenters are included in the 
twenty eight for said town. The towns have complyd 
as fully as can be expected in raising these men, ex- 
cept the town of Harvard, who still persist in opposi- 
tion to government and the measures now taken by 
authority. 
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I hope some spirited measures may be taken with said 
town and officers. The second requisitions for men are 
in the same predicament with the first respecting Har- 
vard. 

I have the honour to be your Excellencie's most 
obedient and most humble servant. 

W. Greenleaf, Sherifi". 

His Excellency James Bowdoin, £bq^. 



WILLIAM SHEPAED TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Westfield, Feb'' 18^ 1787. 

Sir, — "We returned from our rout in the northwest- 
wardly part of this county to Northampton last Friday 
evening, after receiving the submission of many people 
in each town of those who had borne arras or furnished 
provisions or in any way contributed to annoy the 
government. 

The most criminal in almost every town have ab- 
sconded, insolent menaces have been and still are in 
circulation in those places at least where none of the 
troops of government have appeared, and inflammatory 
letters have been handed about to prevent the evil spirits 
of sedition and rebellion from evaporating. We expected 
a forcible opposition in several places where we have 
been, which probably was really intended by some im- 
prudent and inconsiderate persons. In many places 
they threaten still to protect, as they would call it, the 
more considerable fellows of their party. A transfer of 
real and personal property hath been made in many 
instances, some who have fled have drove away their 
cattle, and by various artifices these people attempt to 
defraud the public of a compensation for their crimes. 

Thus it appears that many of the insurgents who sup- 
pose they are unable to cope with the government by 
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force are devising every method to embarrass, to intimi- 
date, to revive the dying spirit of rebellion, and to con- 
tinue to injure the State as far as is in their power from 
revenge, from despair and from malevolence. We have 
taken the arms of these deluded people who were in 
possession of them ; but great numbers left their guns 
in the course of a lengthy and circuitous flight, as fear 
suggested the danger of returning to their families with 
arms. Such are to reclaim & resign them. The greater 
part of those to whom the oath has been administered ap- 
peared to be fully convinced of their foolish and wicked 
conduct and I believe will not resume their opposition. I 
have not received any return from the Justices who acted 
with other detachments of the troops whose operations 
were under my direction, but the people in general who 
have not fled into Vermont or elsewhere have taken 
the oath of allegiance, and have resigned their arms in 
all those places where the troops of government have 



From present appearances and prospects much decision 
and vigour will I think be necessary on the part of the 
Legislature, and this vigour and decision will undoubtedly 
produce the desired events. Effectually to rivet in their 
minds a compleat conviction of the force of government 
and the necessity of an entire submission to the laws these 
malcontents must see a considerable force in each of these 
three upper counties. Eemoving too soon that force by 
which alone they have been quelled, before the idea of 
their inferiority has become familiar and established in 
their minds, might be productive of pernicious conse- 
quences. Five hundred in each of these counties may 
suffice, with what force may be raised occasionally of the 
well affected inhabitants. 

Whether it hath proceeded from the desire of avoiding 
the payment of the duties of excise solely, or not, the 
tavern keepers and retailers have generally been very 
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seditious, their houses have been the common rendez- 
vous for the councils and the comfort of these people. A 
total disqualification for a limited time or for ever of en- 
joying those privileges ought certainly in my opinion to 
be the subject of serious discussion with the General 
Court. 

Nothing very particular as yet hath been communi- 
cated from General Lincoln to me, 

I have written a very similar letter to this to the 
Speaker of the House, and am, Sir, with much respect. 
Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

W" Shepabd. 

His Excellekc7 Jambs Bowdoih, Esq^. 



KOrALL TYLEH TO BEXJAMIK LINCOLN.* 

Bennington, Feb. 20, 1787. 

Sir, — I was both honored & gratified by your letter 
accompanying the proclamation, 

I repeat, Sir, if I fail of success it will not be for want 
of my utmost exertions. 

At White Creek Adam Wheeler was taken by one of 
my emissaries the day before yesterday, carried two miles 
& an half, & then rescued by forty odd Yorkers who car- 
ried him back in triumph to a large mob. Wiley is said 
to have been taken. I laid a plan for that purpose, but 
as I have no regular account of its success I suppose the 
report without foundation, or that he is apprehended by 
some other party. 

Please to send me the Act declaring a rebellion to 
exist in the State ; the resolve requesting the Governor 

« Royall Tyler was born in Boston July IS, 1767, and died in Braltleborough, Vt., 
Aug. 18, 1826. He studied law in the office of John Adams, and was an aide to General 
Lincoln in Sh&ye's Insurrection. Subsequently he removed to Vermont, and was made a 
judge of the Supreme Court in 1794, and in ISOO Chief Jnstioe. He was a recognized wit 
and a frequent writer for tha presi, being tlis author of several plays. See Appleton's 
Cfclopsdia of American Biography, vol. vi. p. 301- — Eds. 
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to write to the neighboring States; and an affectionate 
letter to Gov. Chittenden. 

M' Jones will inform you my motives for this. I have 
entrusted him with matters unfit to be communicated on 
paper. Please to admit him to a private audience. 

There is a certain embrio government which is as weak 
as water ; it will be like that spilt on the ground, not to 
be gathered very soon, or I am mistaken, 

I have the most alarming accounts from our frontier 
posts. Something must have gone wrong, iinknown to 
you. I know that it is the duty of soldiers not to look 
behind them. It is my duty to proceed : & I will 
proceed. 

The soldiers on the frontiers, many of them, before this 
will reach you will leave Col. Hagar & Major Toy. One 
whole company of Major Toy's command will doubtless 
leave him, their time having expired. Many soldiers are 
willing to enlist, but there are not enlisting orders or 
even invitations to thefti to enlist. The officers have 
been told by me & I am sure that I heard you drop 
the sentiment publickly, that as many of them as would 
tarry & enlist men for 4 months should have rank. They 
have some of them procured lists of those men who are 
willing to tarry, but are now alarmed with the news that 
they are to be superceeded by the officers of Berkshire. 
It would be vain in me to observe upon this to you. 

I am the servant of my country and hope yet to render 
them very acceptable service. 

Capt, James Varnum of Wood's regiment can be of 
essential service to me. If he is not at too great distance 
please to send him to me at Bennington. Let him go to 
Esq"' Ticknor's house. The watchword when he meets 
me is I have got a great culd. He will come in disguise. 
I am, with the highest respect, 

K. Tyler. 

Major Gkn, LrsrcoLN. 
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BENJAMIN LINCOLN TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

PiTTSFrEtD, Feb' 20'S 1787. 

Dear Sir, — I was the last evening honor'd with the 
receipt of your Excellency's favor of y" [blanlc] covering 
the acts of the General Court, your proclamations, and 
the money hy the Hon" M' Vernum. The whole was 
pleasing, interesting, and the arrival of it very opportune. 

I have now such assurances that the two regiments of 
men will be soon raised that I can report with great con- 
fidence to your Excellency that nothing farther will be 
necessary on the part of government speedily to cora- 
pleat the business than to forward the money ; the whole 
for the non-commissioned officers & privates will amount 
to the sum of £1111. 12, agreeably to the inclosed esti- 
mate. The officers' half month pay must be added. I 
would have prevented this trouble, had I known the 
establishment. 

I have to solicit that three hundred & fifty pounds 
might be immediately sent on to Col. Newell at Worces- 
ter, or lodged with Judge Lincoln subject to the Col.'s 
draught : that two hundred pounds might be sent to Col. 
Badiam at Northampton ; and that the remainder may be 
forwarded here as soon as may be. 

M' Tyler has not yet returned, I have the pleasure to 
forward a copy of my instructions to him, and the papers 
which have arisen on the subject of his mission. They 
are numbered in the order they came into existence. 

People who have been in arras are hourly coming in. 
Their flight into the bosom of their country will I doubt 
not be in some proportion to the mild terms held out by 
government as the conditions on which they may expect 
its favours. 

I have the honour of being, with the highest esteem, 

, Your Excellency's most obedient & hum" servant. 

B. Lincoln. 

Bia ExcBLLaucT Governor Bowi>oin. 



y Google 



lib THE BOWDOIN AND TKMPLE PAPEKS, [1I8T. 

SAMUEL HUNTINGTON TO JAMES BOWI>0IN.# 

Norwich, Febr> 30"', 1787. 

Sir, — I am honoured with your Excellency's favour of 
the 7"" instant & a copy of your letter of the 2^ instant ; 
hut the original hath not been recieved. 

I most sincerely congratulate your Excellency on the 
success of the wise & spirited measures that have been 
adopted to extinguish the insurrection in your Common- 
wealth. 

Your Excellency may be assured, should any of those 
insurgents attempt to screen themselves from justice by 
seeking an asylum in this State they will immediately be 
apprehended & delivered up, agreably to the Articles of 
Confederation. 

Should the insurgents reassemble, nothing will be want- 
ing on my part to prevent in the most effectual manner 
their being supplied with provision, arms, or military 
stores iu this State, or having any aid or support of any 
kind whatever; & from the best information I can obtain 
of the sentiments of the good people of this State, I am 
satisfied they very generally detest the lawless & vio- 
lent courses which the insurgents have taken. 

With the greatest esteem and respect, I have the honor 
to be 

Your Excellency's obedient, humble serv*. 

Sam' Huntington. 

Hia Excellency Goveumor Bowdoih. 



WILLIAM SHEPARD TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

NoBTHAMPTON, Feb'' 20"', 1787. 
SiK, — I have been honored with your Excellency's 
dispatches by Major Varnum and M' Smith, and have also 

• For s notice of Samuel Hunlin^on, Cavernor of Conn«cttcat wbea this kltec waa 
written, see 7 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. ii- p. 2J1 note. — Eds. 
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just received your letter of the 30"" of January, and shall 
always be happy to pay particular attention to your com- 
munications and orders. 

Col" Badlani's regiment, which has been under my par- 
ticular direction, is to march homeward to-morrow by 
General Lincoln's orders, excepting those who reinlist, 
which I fear will be a small number, and they are ordered 
to join General Lincoln. I have received no orders from 
your Excellency or from him to take any measures whatr 
ever for the security of this goal, or for the preservation 
of the public peace, when this post shall be evacuated, 
though in my opinion they will be indangered from the 
sanguinary and still unsubdued spirits of those who have 
secreted themselves and possibly of some who have taken 
the oath of allegiance to the government. More is to be 
apprehended from assassination and from secret plots than 
from open violence ; and, as I mentioned in my last let- 
ter which M"' Fowler will have the honor to deliver, it 
appears to me unquestionably necessary that a respect- 
able force, perhaps five hundred, should be kept up in 
each of these three upper counties to overawe and sub- 
due the tempers of these miscreants. 

In an attempt to apprehend a Cap* Parmenter of Bar- 
nardston, who has been very busy in acting and spreading 
sedition & has exerted himself very much to annoy the 
government, a M' Walker of the town of Whately, a very 
likely man, was killed by this Parmenter. M' Whitney, a 
member of the House, & Cap* Lyman of Northfield by 
the misfiring of the muskets of the two men with Par- 
menter saved their lives. These fellows made their escape, 
but Parmenter, his two sons, and his son in law have since 
been taken, and are expected here immediately. Parmen- 
ter, when he met this sleigh, jumped out of his own, pre- 
sented his musket with charged bayonet and ordered the 
men to surrender as prisoners, and when Walker jumped 
out and presented his pistol, they both fired together. 
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A party of four came down a few nights since to assas- 
sinate Cap' Chapin of Barnardston, but could not find him. 

I have apprehended Justus Wright, an oiitlaw, who is 
iti irons at this place in goal ; for the particulars concern- 
ing this man, permit me to refer your Excellency to 
D' Hunt of this town, now at Boston as a member of the 
House. 

Many of our insurgents are skulking in the margin of 
Vermont & New Hampshire, and probably wait a favor- 
able conjunction of circumstances to renew their hostili- 
ties upon this government, and the moment an armed 
force ceases to appear in this county (for the guard of 
one hundred at Springfield can not influence people in 
the north of the county) they may rush down, plunder, 
and murder at their pleasure. 

M' Harvey of Montague, a member of the present 
General Court, is in goal here, who has, I suppose, been 
extremely seditious. I wait your Excellency's orders for 
my direction about sending him and many others to 
Boston. Our goals are full, and possibly entire safety 
may induce this measure. 

Since writing the above, Parmenter, his son, and son in 
law, and those whose muskets misfired, have been com- 
mitted with a few others to this goal, and those who were 
concerned in the firing have confessed it. 

I am, Sir, with much respect, 

Your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant. 

W" Shepabd. 

Hi8 ExCBi-LENCY James Bowdois, Esq". 



JONATHAN WABNER TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Worcester, Feb'' y' 20'i', 1787. 
His ExcELLEHCY James Bowdois, Esq", 

May it please tour Excellency, — The spirit of 
faction which has so generally prevailed in divers parts 
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of this county is now continually decreasing, & I believe 
but little is to be feared from the malcontents in future. 

When I wrote your Excellency on the 17** ins', which 
was forwarded by M'' Kice, I supposed it necessary that 
a small detachment should be made from the melitia; 
but according to present appearances, I think a further 
draft will be unnessary, as I have prevailed with one or 
two companies which are now posted in this town to con- 
tinue afler the term expires for which they are now 
engaged, for the purpose of guarding the public stores 
& prisoners in this place, untill new troops are raised 
and ordered here for the purpose; which will be much 
less expence to goverment than a draft as aforesaid, 
which I hope & trust will meet with your Excellency's 
approbation. 

Relative to the particular situation of affairs in this 
county, I will refer to M' Lincoln, who is the bearer of 
this letter. 

I have the honour of being, with esteem. 
Your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant. 

Jon* Warner, M. G. 



BENJAMIN LINCOLN TO GEORGE CLINTON.* 

PiTTSFiELD, FebT 21", 1787. 
Sir, — I presume that the Governour of this State has 
fully detailed to your Excellency the rise and progress 
of the disaffection to government, and the measures con- 
sequently adopted by the Legislature to quiet and bring 
back the disaffected to their duty and allegiance, prior 
to an armed force being ordered into the field. As I am 
informed, he has likewise requested, your Excellency's aid 
in apprehending such of the rebels as should flee from 
justice in expectation of finding an asylum in your State. 

* See a reference to this letter in Oeueral Uucoln'a letter to Goremor Boirdoin, pM, 
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Any observations of mine therefore on these heads will 
be unnecessary ; I need only observe in general that 
there are a number of the rebels who have fled from this 
and are now within the limits of your State. Near the 
borders they remain from day to day parading in arms, 
and are uttering their menaces against the government 
and good people of tbis Commonwealth. They are com- 
forted and say that they have the promise of support 
from your inhabitants. 

One of the leaders of the rebelhon, viz., Adam Wheeler, 
was a few days since apprehended at Wbite Creek, con- 
veyed a few miles, then rescued by about forty of your 
men and carried back in triumph. 

I receive frequent information that this intercourse pro- 
duces very bad effects upon the minds of your people. 
Many of them are nearly ripe to commit any outrage on 
the government of either of the two States as they shall 
be directed by artful men. This circumstance I could 
not conceal from your Excellency, 

It will add much to the peace and happiness of tbis 
State and to the establishing government in it if your 
Excellency would cause to be apprehended and sent 
over the hne all such of our inhabitants as are now on 
your side of it for the express purpose of evading justice. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, 

Your Excellency's very humble servant. 

INot signed.'] 
Hi8 Excellency Go verso oit Cliston.* 



GENERAL ORDERS. 



With tliis day the time expires for which the troops 
now in the field engaged to serve. That the great 
objects for which they were embodied are so nearly 



• Indorsed, appurently by Governor 1 
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accomplished the General is persuaded must be pleasing 
to all. He congratulates the troops on the important 
event. That it has so speedily t:iken place may be justly 
ascribed under the Supreme Director of all events to the 
great exertions and military zeal exhibited on every occa- 
sion by the officers & soldiers of the line ; and by the 
system & unremitted attention in the staff departments, 
without which every operation must have been delayed. 
In justice to the army and as a gratification of his own 
feelings he will take the earliest opportunity to lay before 
the Governor the high sense he entertains of their im- 
portant services. 

The troops will immediately draw provisions for the 
23'* & 24*^ They will draw at Northampton 3 days pro- 
visions more, and at Worcester provisions to carry them 
to their respective homes. The Commissary will make 
the necessary provisions for these supplies. 

The troops will be marched thro' the country in regi- 
ments, & not suffered to act so unmiiitavy a part as to 
straggle on the road ; as this irregularity would operate 
much to their own injury, to the distress of the inhabi- 
tants, and to the dishonour of the army. Every person 
who continues with his regiment & subjects himself to 
the order of his officers will receive his pay untill he 
arrives at his own home. The General wishes the troops 
an agreeable march and a happy sight of their families 
and friends, and that hereafter they may be free from 
intestine broils and foreign invasions. 
PiTTSFiELD, Feb. 21*', 1787. 

Morning Orders of the 22'* 



WILLIAM SHEPAED TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

NoBTHAMPTON, Feb^ 21", 1787. 

Sir, — Gad Sacket of Westfield has desired liberty to 
surrender himself, if he may be admitted to bail. He 
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was appointed one of the committee to organize the mi- 
litia under Shays, but never knew of his appointment 
till after he joined him in the course of hostilities. As 
Noble and Killara of that town, who acted as his lieuten- 
ants, and have in my opinion discovered more malevolent 
dispositions and more active conduct than this man, you 
■will allow me to intercede that he might be encouraged 
to surrender himself on that condition, as he baa a charge- 
able family, which is supported by his industry, and the 
town will be burthened with their support if he should 
be committed. We have some privates in Westfield, 
who are more criminal than Sacket, particularly Ezra 
Clap and Richard Nimocks, who ought I think to be 
apprehended. 

Cap* Buffington has returned since my letter of yester- 
day to this town. He has been in Vermont with about 
twenty horsemen to apprehend certain characters who we 
knew were at Brattleborough, and though they received 
official support from the magistrate, and were within half 
an hour of them, yet the desired event was entirely dis- 
concerted by the rabble of the town, who were altogether 
in the interest of those culprits, gave them intelligence, 
detained them by artifice, and even by an armed force 
of nearly seventy, insulted them extremely, and would 
even have made them prisoners, if they had had cour- 
age. The horsemen left the town, since their object was 
lost, that disagreeable consequences might be avoided. 
On their return they were extremely industrious and 
serviceable in the capture of Parmenter, his associates, 
and a few others in the same quarter. 

I can not omit once more to testify to your Excellency 
the high sense which I must entertain of the important 
services of Cap' Buffington and the gentlemen who have 
rode with him, in their patience, industry, courage, and 
prudent conduct in severe fatigue. I think it of great 
consequence to the interest of the service to keep up this 
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body of horsemen, and co\ild wish for your interposi- 
tion that their services may neither be unnoticed nor 
unrewarded. 

I would suggest to your Excellency that making an 
immediate example of Parmenter, and of those who mis- 
fired, might have a happy effect on the minds of the 
insurgents. 

Last evening Col' Chapin gave me an authenticated 
return of two field officers, who were legally chosen to 
serve in his, the 2^ Regiment, Major William Lyman as 
Lieu' Colonel; and Cap* Solomon Allen as Major, both of 
whom belong to this town. I have appointed M' Samuel 
Mather, J', as an aid de camp in the room of Major 
Lyman, and he also now belongs to this place. Your 
Excellency will be pleased to forward their commissions 
immediately, as Lieu* Col" Lyman is appointed in the four 
months service. 

Last night I had orders from General Lincoln to raise 
a regiment under Col" Badlam ; as many as possible 
from his present regiment and the remainder from this 
county. 

I enclose to your Excellency a narrative of Cap' Buf- 
fington's es[pedition] which he just now gave me. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect. 

Your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant. 
W" Shefakb. 

His Excei-lenct James Bowdoin, EbqN 



SAMUEL BUFFINGTON'S NARRATIVE. 

Being sent by order of General Shepard with a troop 
of horse for apprehending culprits who had fled to Ver- 
mont, I went from Northfield last Friday evening, the 
16"' ins', to Brattleborough to reconnoitre, the troop 
being left at Northfield. A number of persons were 
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found to be in and about that town. Word was sent 
back & the troop ordered on that night to Brattlebor- 
ough. Finding the rabble of that town had appointed 
a committee for the purpose of protecting the persons 
we were in pursuit of, I found it necessary to malie the 
search. That night officers & a warrant were procured, 
but I could not apprehend them by reason of the pro- 
tection of the rabble. I then went with part of the 
troop to New Marlborough, 10 miles di.stant, without 
the appearance of arms or accoutrements which were 
carried secretly in a chest in a sleigh that went on for 
that purpose. Suspecting a number of principal char- 
acters were within two miles from where we halted, it 
was necessary to reconnoitre the ground for the purpose 
of adopting a plan to secure them, but failed from not be- 
ing authorised to stop any persons who were inhabitants 
of that State. The characters we were in pursuit of, 
Luke & Elij.ih Day with others, obtained information by 
one of the party before mentioned & effected their escape 
about 15 minutes before we arrived ; the particular cir- 
cumstances of their escape at that time being unknown, 
or we should have pursued them. Soon after a messenger 
arrived from the rabble at Brattleborough, demanding 
from what authority we came there. His own authority 
was immediately demanded, and when known the princi- 
pal characters of the rabble were taken from him & com- 
mitted to writing, after which he was informed that no 
account would be given him, as he came not from an 
authoritative body. In our return we fell in with a party 
of 60 or 70, who made the same demand's. They were 
enquired of if a magistrate was present or any other au- 
thoritative body. Finding this was not the case, we only 
observed that our business was to apprehend criminals, 
and if they were found in that body of people they 
would instantly be apprehended, be the consequence 
■what it would. To which they answered, no person 
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should be carried from that State, as we were in pur- 
suit of the most virtuous of our citizens. The reply 
was, that should they be found here an attack would 
instantly be made unless they surrendered, and that I 
should not consider myself answerable for the conse- 
quences that might follow from opposition. Thej' called 
for arms immediately. A number appeared in arms, 
others had recourse to the woodpile for missile weap- 
ons. The same evening a party collected for the pur- 
pose of attacking us ; but we were so far on our return 
that they did not come up with us. The same evening a 
party was detached for apprehending a Cap'' Parmenter, of 
Shays party, who had a small party with him, which de- 
tachment unexpectedly met said Parmenter fleeing in a 
sleigh to Vermont. M' Aaron Whitney of Northfield 
went as a guide forward in a sleigh. The sleighs ran 
upon, each other undiscovered. Parmenter hailed them, 
receiving no answer immediately sprang from the sleigh 
and ordered his men to fire. M' Whitney replyed, Do 
not? fire. Immediately two guns were presented within 
a few feet of his breast, which in snapping misfired, 
at which M' Jacob Walker, one of the troop, had got in 
the rear of Parmenter's sleigh. On which Parmenter 
shot him through the body, of which he died within half 
an hour. The snow being deep and in a thicket of 
wood, the horsemen could not pursue, therefore the 
whole party made their escape. A number of the 
horsemen were dismounted, and put on snow shoes and 
went in pursuit the nest forenoon, and hearing they 
had fled to Vermont, I sent a body of infantry from 
the militia to the line of this State, and the horse and the 
snow shoe men went into Vermont and fortunately the 
whole party was taken. 

Samuel Bofpimqtoh". 

SoRTOAMPTON, Feb 21M, 1787. 
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EOYALL TYLER TO JAMES BOWDOIN". 

Gresn Mopstaiks, Feb^ 21, 1787. 

Sir, — I wrote to you the last evening by Mr Jones, 
recommended him to a private audience, & acl^nowledged 
the honour of the rec' of your letter of 19"'. 

I communicated matters so fully by him that I have 
nothing new to oHer which can be safely trusted on 
paper. The gentleman who will have the honour of 
delivering you this is M' Paine, formerly of our State & 
butler to the University at Cambridge; now a citizen 
deservedly & highly respected in this governm'; you will 
oblige me & probably advance the Interest of my mission 
by shewing him civility; he is not however, the' highly 
deserving, any wise initiated in my plans. 

I can accomplish the great object of my instructions, 
Ithink, even now, but I intend it shall be effected with- 
out making a rupture with this people. The state of 
this country is such that I must depend upon the troops 
upon the frontiers as a cover at least. 

Sir, I am, with the highest respect, 

E. Ttlee. 



BENJAMIN LINCOLN TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

PiTTSFiELD, Febr 22*, 1787. 
Dear Sir, — I was informed last night by a line from 
M"" Sedgwick, that there was in the town of Lee one 
Esquire Perry of the town of Easton, in the county of 
Bristol, who was endeavouring to blow up the spark of 
rebellion ; besides this information he is generally sup- 
posed to be a very dangerous man. I have therefore 
sent for him, & now have him confined. I wish your 
Excellency's directions what shall be done with him; I 
think he should be confined by a State warrant. 
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There are a number of officers & privates, inhabitants 
of this county, who are now hovering about the borders 
of it, wishing many of them to return. I have thought 
them a dangerous body to the inhabitants which lye 
contiguous to the places where they are. It being out of 
the State; & they being mixed among the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring States, I do not think myself author- 
ized to approach them ; should we attempt it & an action 
ensue, & the innocent inhabitants should suffer, I do not 
see how I could be justified ; some of the officers are 
come in & others wish to; they are willing to give heavy 
bonds for their appearance, &c. I think we had better 
admit on these terms characters the least influential; if 
the officers are brought off the men will come in also : 
what I have done in this matter has been by the advice 
of the best citizens ; 1 wish your Excellency's directions 
on this subject also. There are also some men named in 
the State warrants who are among the number & have 
acted as officers, not of the first rank, who, I am informed, 
wish to come in on the same conditions. Prom the 
information I now have of their characters, I think they 
may be admitted with the greatest safety ; indeed I am 
convinced it will promote the general good to do it. I 
am fully in opinion that we might now liberate, under 
bonds, all who have been apprehended on State warrants 
in this county; those characters who have been com- 
, mitted are not the most dangerous, unless D' Whiting 
should be considered so & even he at this stage of the 
Rebellion would rather, I think, study how he could 
recommend himself to government & to his fellow citizens 
by a very different line of conduct from the one he has 
pursued than think of fanning the coals of sedition. The 
Sheriff will not apprehend any others, unless he should 
meet some who are the most aggravatedly guilty, untill 
I shall hear from your Escellency on this subject) for our 
goals are now full. 
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Adam Wheeler was a few days since apprehended at 
White Creek, in the bounds of N. York k brought off two 
or three miles, but was after rescued & carried back in 
triumph by a number of Yorkers; this information, with 
other, I have communicated to the Governor of New- 
York ; a copy of my letter to him is enclosed. I hope 
he will exert himself to apprehend certain of our char- 
acters & send .them across the line. I am confident 
that the safety of that government depends upon his 
exertions at this hour as much as the safety of ours de- 
pends upon the continued exertions of this State ; the 
disaffection to order & government is fast spreading in 
the neighbouring States; the reins of government must 
be drawn up or they will be trodden under foot pretty 
generally in this part of the world. 

The time for which our men engaged to serve expires 
with this day ; those who have not been discharged have 
patiently continued in the field to the latest moment. 
The troops which have been called from the different 
coimties on this occasion have thro' the whole of their 
services discovered that obedience & military ardour 
which would have done honour to much older troops; 
by these circumstances & the patriotism discovered in 
their flying to arms on the very first invitation for 
the defence of government, they have merited much 
& are entitled to the highest applause. Would it not, 
Sir, have a good effect, would it not be political, to 
give them some public testimony of the approbation of 
government? 

I have the honor to be, dear Sir, with the greatest 
esteem. 

Your Excellency's obed' hum. servant. 

B. Lincoln. 

Governor Bowdoik. 
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It was expected by the General Court that their pro- 
ceedings at their last session, respecting the insnrgeuta, 
would have answered the purpose for which they were 
intended. By those proceedings there was held forth 
to them punishment on the one hand, and pardon on the 
other. Punishment, in case of perseverence in their 
criminal conduct. Pardon and indemnity, if they de- 
sisted from it, and by a given time should take the oaths 
of allegiance. This application to their feelings, and to 
that actuating principle, a desire of personal safety, it 
was apprehended would have had a forcible influence to 
bring them to their duty. But unhappily, it did not 
produce any good effect, except upon a very few indi- 
viduals of them. On the contrary, the lenity and for- 
bearance of government were treated with contempt, 
and imputed by them to an inability to defending itself; 
and some of your last Acts have been added to their list 
. of grievances. 

But the clearest and most unequivocal evidence of 
their perseverance in opposition to government is de- 
duced from their proceedings respecting the judicial 
courts in several of the counties since the last session 
of the General Court. They twice with an armed force 
stopped those courts in Worcester; and would not suffer 
them to open in Hampshire. They attempted it, though 
unsuccessfully, in Middlesex ; and in consequence of that 
attempt several of them were taken into custody by 
virtue of State warrants; in the execution of which, the 
Sheriff and other persons to whom the warrants were 
directed bad the aid and support of a number of spirited 
gentlemen of that county & Suffolk. At the last time 
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of their assembling in Worcester, there were nearly a 
thousand of them in arms, who to the great annoyance 
& terror of that vicinity continued embodied for several 
days after the court had adjourned ; meditating, as it was 
apprehended, further outrages, which were providentially 
prevented by the continued storms of that week. 

These violent and treasonable proceedings of the in- 
surgents were perpetrated after the publication of the 
last acts of the General Court respecting them ; and 
demonstrated, not only a total disregard of those acts, 
and the authority by which they were enacted, but a 
contempt of all constitutional government and a fixed 
determination to persevere in measures for subverting it, 

This determination and these measures were also man- 
ifest by their printed declarations, and by some of the 
private transactions of their leaders when the main body 
of the insurgents were last assembled at Worcester ; by 
which it appeared, the insurgents were formed into 
regiments and that a committee was appointed fOr each 
regiment to see that it should without delay be properly 
officered & equipped and compleatly ready whenever called 
upon. That this was the state of things in the western 
counties, was further confirmed by letters I received 
from some of the most respectable characters in those 
counties, and by the oral testimony of many intelligent 
persons from thence, who all agreed in the necessity of 
speedy & vigorous measures being taken for the effectual 
suppression of the insurgents, without which the well- 
affected might from a principle of self-preservation be 
obliged to join them, and the insurrection become general. 

The safety & well being of the Commonwealth being 
thus in hazard, and the lenient, conciliating measures 
of the General Court having been rejected by the insur- 
gents, I conceived myself under every obligation of 
honor and duty to exert the powers vested in me by law 
& the Constitution for the protection & defence of the 
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Commonwealth against the hostile & nefarious attempts 
of those lawless men. 

Pursuant to this idea, I laid before the Council all the 
information & intelligence I had collected relative to the 
proceedings and designs of those men ; and the Council 
were unanimously o£ opinion and accordingly advised 
that vigorous & effectual measures should be taken to 
protect the Judicial Courts, particularly those that were 
then to be next holden at Worcester ; to aid the civil 
magistrate in executing the laws; to repell all insurgents 
against the government; and to apprehend all disturbers 
of the public peace : particularly such of them as might 
be named in any State warrant or warrants. 

For these purposes, upon the effecting o£ which all 
good government and indeed the happy existence of the 
Commonwealth do essentially depend, I have called forth 
from several counties a respectable body of the militia, 
the command of which I have given to Major General 
Lincoln, with orders to carry those purposes into effectual 
execution. 

Those orders are now in operation and will be laid 
before you, with the general orders, containing the plan 
of measures by which the Commonwealth was to he 
defended against its present assailants. 

1 congratulate you, Gentlemen, on the success of those 
measures hitherto, and hope it is a prelude to final 
success, and to the re-establishment of perfect tran- 
quillity. The despatches concerning it which I have 
received from General Lincoln and Gen^ Shepard will be 
laid before you. 

Thus, Gentlemen, from a principle of duty to the Com- 
monwealth, and in conformity to your resolution of the 
24** of October, in which you express a full confidence, 
" that I will still persevere in the exercise of such powers 
as are vested in me by the Constitution for preventing 
any attempts to interrupt the administration of law and 
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justice, and for enforcing due obedience to the authority 
and laws of government," I have taken the measures 
above represented, I trust they will meet with your en- 
tire approbation, and with that support which is naturally 
to be expected from the guardians of the public safety. 

On my part, I have done in this business what the 
duty of my office and the oath of quahiication indispen- 
sibly require : and I have the fullest confidence that on 
your part nothing will be wanting to carry into complete 
eSect the measures that have been taken or that may 
be further necessary to suppress the present insurrection, 
and to ensure a strict obedience to the laws. This is so 
essential to the peace and safety of the Commonwealth 
that it requires your immediate attention ; and the speedy 
application of further means, if those already taken should 
be deemed insufficient for that purpose. 

Among those means you may deem it necessary to 
establish some criterion for discriminating between good 
citizens and insurgents, that each might be regarded 
according to their characters: the former as their coun- 
try's friends and to be protected ; and the latter as public 
enemies and to be efieetually suppressed. At such a time 
as the present every man ought to show his colours and 
take his side ; no neutral characters should be allowed, nor 
any one suffered to vibrate between the two. 

Vigour, decision, energy will soon terminate this un- 
natural, this unprovoked insurrection, and prevent the 
effusion of blood: but the contrary may involve the 
Commonwealth in a civil war, and all its dreadful con- 
sequences, which may extend not only to the neighbour- 
ing States, but even to the whole Confederacy, and finally 
destroy the fair temple of American liberty, in the 
erecting of which, besides the vast expenee of it, many 
thousands of valuable citizens have been sacrificed. 

There are several things resulting from the measures 
in operation which require your immediate attention. 
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The money immediately wanted for carrying them 
into execution was supplied by a voluntary loan from 
a number of gentlemen, and in a manner which does 
them much honour. I must earnestly recommend to 
you to provide for its reimbursement, which upon the 
principles of policy as well as justice should be made as 
speedily as possible. Provision also should be made for 
defreying the general expence. 

Should the time be too short to effect the great pur- 
poses for which the militia were called forth, it may be 
necessary that General Lincoln should be empowered to 
continue them in service by enlistment until those pur- 
poses shall be accomplished. The men being already ■ 
embodied and the arrangements for supporting them pei^ 
fected, the expence of such a continuance will be much less 
than that of raising a new body for the same service. 

There are defects in our militia act which require an 
immediate remedy; and which I shall mention to you in 
a seperate message. 

These, Gentlemen, are matters of importance, but the 
general subject of this address is of the first magnitude, 
and demands your immediate & most serious attention. 
If it be taken up with proper spirit, if the measures in 
operation be seconded with firmness and decision, and 
if the powers of the several branches of government be 
united in a wise & vigorous exertion, we may reasonably 
expect a speedy & happy issue to the present insurrec- 
tion ; to which happy issue every exertion on my part 
has been and shall be applied. 

But on the contrary, if indecision, languor or disunion 
shoiUd on this occasion pei-vade our public councils, insur- 
rection, though checked for the present, would gain new 
strength, and like a torrent might sweep away every 
mound of the Constitution, and overwhelm the Common- 
wealth in every species of calamity. In such a case, if 
brought on by remissness or relaxation on our part, we 
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should be not only involved, most essentially involved, 
in that calamity, but justly chargeable with betraying the 
trust reposed in lis by our fellow-citizens, and chargeable 
with ignominiously deserting the posts assigned us as 
guardians of the peace, the safety, and happiness of the 
Commonwealth. 

But very happily this is only a possible case : for your 
patriotism, your virtue, your regard for your own lib- 
erties and property and for those of your families & 
posterity, must induce you to call fortii every power of 
government into vigorous exertion for preventing such 
a complication, such an accumulation of evils. 

On this occasion it Is proper, Gentlemen, to inform you 
that I have received from several towns petitions directed 
to the Governor & Council, and also to the General Court, 
relative to the insurgents. The petitions, being eight in 
number, do disapprove of the proceedings of government 
in regard to those people. 

But as the things prayed for were, for the most part, 
not cognizable by the Governor & Coimcll, and such as 
were so, could not be granted by them consistently with 
the duty they owe to the Commonwealth, the petitions 
will be laid before you for^oifr consideration. 

There are other matters to which your attention. Gen- 
tlemen, is necessary ; and they will be communicated by 
message. 

r. /. -c V. ,n.,n JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Council CnAMBEn, Febv, 1787. 



SAMUEL VAUGHAN, JE., TO JAMP^S BOWDOIN," 

Philadelphia, 5 March, 1787. 
ToUB Excellency, — I very sincerely congratulate 
you on the successful issue of your endeavours to quell 
the rebellion lately existing in your State. The prudence 

• For a notice o£ the writer of this letler, see 3 Proceed ings, I'oL xvjL p. -151 note Eds. 
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& foresight you manifested at its rise & during the course 
of it I hope will ensure a proper confidence on the part 
of the Legislature to delegate such a power as may be 
necessary to preserve so beautiful a fabric as the one 
lately erected by the late revolution from the rude shocks 
of an unprincipled, deluded set of people. The attack 
will not I hope be repeated, & if it is the sole one I think 
the revolution in favor of liberty & reason to be cheaply 
purchased. With an education received under a cor- 1 
rupted government licentiousness may be easily mistaken 
for liberty. For a just idea of the latter to be the preva- 
lent & universal sentiment we must wait patiently the 
time of the rising generation which will be born & brought 
up under its influence. ,We see even the first among us, -^ 
& colleted Legislatures, often deviating from the doc- 
trines of liberty & personal right, why then be surprised 
at the less instructed being mistaken in their opinions & 
practice were it without the interference of 'designing 
men. The political maxims of these States differ from "J 
those of any State hitherto established & the best educated 
& most experienced individuals are but novists with 
respect to their true policy. This consideration has 
induced a number of the most distinguished characters 
here to form themselves into a Society for Political En- 
quiries with a view of extending their own knowledge on 
subjects of political ceconomy This Society may give 
rise to others & tend much to the acquisition & dissemi- 
nation of proper sentiments respecting both 'the conduct 
of individuals to a State & of the latter to individuals. 
As the formation of a similar Society may be worthy 
your attention to the northward, as soon as the preamble 
& laws are printed I shall do myself the pleasure of I 
presenting them to your Excellency. -' 

When I was last at Boston I promised your Excellency 
the description of an electrical machine of superior force • 
made at Harlem with an acco' of its effects. Circumstances 
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then prevented me & I have the pleasure at present to 
enclose it. I also promised to forward an acco* of the 
New Science M' Adams, Jun', related to you had been dis- 
covered in France relative to the distinguishing of vessels 
at prodigious distances. I did not send it as it has since 
appeared to be only a satire on the credulity of the age, 
but if it interests your Excellency you will find it in the 
CoUumbian Magazine for Jan* last, page 221. 

In the Philosophical Society nothing has lately been 
read of consequence, excepting some observations & con- 
jecture of JM'' Rittenhouse on the fomiation of clouds. He 
supposes mountains to be the cause of them. A few days 
since D' Smith, the Vice President of Prince Town Col- 
lege, read an oration before the Society & the public. 
The subject was to prove philosophically the testimony of 
Scripture of the human race being derived from a single 
couple. It is elegant, ingenious, & the subject treated 
very extensively. The Society will publish it, when I 
shall forward a copy. The Philos' Society are about 
to prepare another volume for the press. The Boston 
Society it is hoped will not be behind hand. At the 
nomination of my father you have been elected a member 
of the Society here. I suppose you have been informed 
of it by the Secretaries. 

My father begs your acceptance of his comp' & that you 
■will present them to M" Bowdoin & M' & M" Wintrop. 
I request mine to be joined to his. 

With perfect respect, I have the honor to remain 
Your Excellency's most obedient & humble serv* 
Samuel Vaughan, Jun'- 

P. S. If an opportunity should offer for this place I 
shall be much indebted to your Excellency to send me a 
copy of the list of disorders or table that your Society 
sent to the different towns to determine the disorders of 
Massachusetts & draw Tables of Mortality. 
His ExcEtLEKCY Gov" Bowdoin. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO RUFUS KING AND NATHAN DANE. 

The Hon. RuFua King & Nathan Dank, Esq"*, 
Delegates in Congress. 

BoBTOs, March 6, 1787. 

Gentlemen, — The sole reason why the rebellion is 
not entirely crushed is the protection & countenance 
which the rebels find in those parts of the State of 
New York & Territory of Vermont contiguous to the 
northwestern corner of our State, from whence they 
make predatory incursions into the latter. Our troops 
chase them to the line; but Gen' Lincoln has been 
delicately cautious as to passing it. 

Major Tyler, the bearer of this, is charged with instruc- 
tions to request tlie aid of New York in effecting the 
apprehension or expulsion of those rebels who have 
taken refuge in that State. Although we have the 
firmest reliance upon the good disposition of the Legis- 
lature of New York and the decided activity of their 
Goveruoiir, yet to guard against all possible accidents, 
should New York be disinclined or unable to render us 
effectual aid, it may be proper for this State to make 
application for federal assistance, which would be totally 
unnecessary if our troops had the same right of acting 
in other States as in our own. 

Major Tyler is directed to confer with you upon this 
subject, and you will determine what is most eligible to 
be done when he has informed you of all circumstances. 

He has farther instructions respecting the conduct of 
Vermont. You will please to give such credit to his 
propositions as are due to a person who has the con- 
fidence of this government. M' Tyler has a letter from 
me for"Governour Clinton upon the same subject. After 
you have read it, he will seal and deliver it to him. I 
have the honour to be with y' most perfect esteem, 
Gent", 

Yr. most ob' hble. serv. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE CLINTON. 

Boston, March 6'", 1787. 
SlE, — By a resolution of the Legislature of this Com- 
monwealth, of which a copy is enclosed, it is my duty again 
to address your Excellency on a subject of great impoi^ 
tance, not only to this State, but to the State of New York 
and indeed to all the States in the Union. It is to re- 
quest, and accordhigly with great earnestness I request, 
your Excellency that the most speedy and eSectual meas- 
ures may be taken under the authority of your Excel- 
lency for the apprehending and securing the fugitive 
rebels of this State who have fled aqd taken refuge 
within the limits of New York, and for transmitting 
them to the authority of this State, conformably to the 
Confederation. It is an undoubted fact that a great 
number of the people of your county of Washington, 
adjoining to our county of Berkshire, are possessed of 
the same spirit of rebellion which is so prevalent in Berk- 
shire ; that they have joined and given aid to our rebels 
& with them have made predatory irruptions into Berk- 
shire, and then retreating have secured themselves within 
the line of New York, wither our troops did not think 
themselves authorized to follow thera without permission 
from your Excellency. This being the case & in conse- 
quence of it the rebellion likely to spread into your State 
and all the States, your Excellency will permit me to 
suggest whether it will not be necessary that a body of 
the well affected mihtia of New York should without 
delay proceed into Washington county and co-operate 
with ours for the effefctual suppression of the rebellion, 
or that your Excellency should commission our militia to 
enter into your State for that purpose. 

For such a commission your Excellency will observe by 
the resolve aforesaid I am requested to apply to you, 
which accordingly it is incumbent upon me to do, and 
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which I also do from a full persuasion of the necessity 
of it. Major Tyler, who is charged with this letter, has 
acted as an aid de camp to General Lincoln; can give 
you a full account of the disposition of the people and 
the state of things in those counties; and can be con- 
fided in to execute any of your commands. To him I 
beg leave to refer you for further information ; and am, 
with great respect, Sir, 

Your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant. 
His Excellency Geokge Clikton, Ebu". 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO KUFUS KING AND NATHAN DANE. 

BoBTOK, March 11, 1787. 
The Hon. Rufus King, Nathan Dane, Esu", 
Delegates in Congress. 

Gent", — I have received the favour ofy' letter of the 
fourth instant, with the resolve of the Legislature of New 
York, requesting Gov' Clinton to call Qut a body of their 
militia to co-operate with ours in suppressing the insur- 
gents. This spirited measure does honour to New York 
& to Gov"' Clinton in particular, who with so much alacrity 
and expedition had proceeded to carry it into execution. 
It is hoped it will effectually quell the insurrections spirit 
that was very fast spreading in the northern parts of that 
State, to which many of our insurgents had retreated. 
A number of them went into New Hampshire, but Gen- 
eral Sullivan's proclamation, and other judicious measures 
of his, have occasioned most of them to retire into Ver- 
mont, which is now their principal asylum. I have 
repeatedly written to Gov' Chittenden on that subject; 
but have not yet received any answer. If they cannot 
be dislodged from thence, their incursions may keep the 
western counties in perpetual alarm ; and such a nest of 
them may be really hazardous to the Union, 



y Google 



IVO THE BOWDOIN AND TEMPLE PAPERS. [1787. 

Upon this idea is founded the enclosed Resolve of the 
General Court of y° 8"" instant, requesting Congress to 
give a commission to Gen' Lincohi with power & authority 
to march the forces under his command into anj territory 
within the United States for the sole purpose of appre- 
hending the leaders and others concerned in the insur- 
rection & rebellion, and bringing them to justice. You 
will please to apply to that honourable body in the name 
of this government for such a commission accordingly. 

Enclosed also is a Resolve of y^ General Court of the 
7'" of March instant, respecting the fund out of which the 
federal troops ordered by Congress to be raised within 
this State shall be cloathed and subsisted ; and request- 
ing that y" s* troopSj w"" those raised in New Yoi'k & y* 
States eastward of it, may be ordered to afford their aid 
in pursuing & apprehending the rebels in any place within 
y" United States. You will please to attend to this resolve 
also, and endeavour to obtain from Congress a compliance 
with the requests of the General Court contained in it. 

I have the honour to be, with the most perfect regard, 
Gent", 

Yr. m" obed' hble. serv. 



JAMES BOWDOIK TO KUFUS KING AND NATHAN DANE. 

Boston, March li'", 17S7. 
The Hos. Rvrvs Kikg, Nathan Dane, Esq"^ 

Gent", — By the last post I enclosed to you several 
Resolves of the General Court & requested your attention 
to them ; and now enclose another of the Q^ instant, by 
which you are instructed to move in Congress that y* 
widows & orphans of such dfficers as fell in y^ public 
service prior to the year 1777 may have y' benefits of 
y' Resolve of Congress of y* S"" of May, 1778. You will 
accordingly please to apply to Congress for that purpose. 

I am very respectfully, Gent", y' most obed' hble. serv'. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE CLINTON. 

Boston, March 15, 1787. 
His Exc" George Clinton, Eaii", 

Gov" ot y State of New York. 

Sib, — ■- 1 am honoured by your Excy's letter of the 
24*^ ultimo, which came to hand the T^ instant, accom- 
panied with the Resolutions of the Legislature ot" the 
State of New York for communicating to the Six Nations 
the mutual cession of lands between this State and that. 

I immediately by a message transmitted the letter & 
resolutions to the Legislature of this State, But the 
pressure of other business, and their prior determination 
to close the session within that week, occasioned them to 
refer the proposal of an interview with those Indians to 
the consideration of the next General Court, w°^ will 
meet in the last week of May. 

Had the Court thought proper at this time to have 
agreed to y° proposal, and to request my attendance 
upon the business, I should readily have undertaken it; 
and the more' so as in the transacting of it I should have 
had y° pleasure and advantage of being connected with 
your Excellency. 

I am much obliged for your congratulations upon the 
success of our army in y" suppression of the rebellion ; 
and they afford me the greater satisfaction as that success 
has probably secured New York, and perhaps the United 
States in general, from the dangerous consequences of 
a more extensive rebellion. Your Excy's proclamation 
issued in consequence of mine for apprehending some" 
of the principal rebels, the vigorous resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York for preventing the spread of the 
rebellion, and your very expeditious & spirited move- 
ments for the same purpose, of which our delegates in 
Congress and General Lincoln have given me informa- 
tion, claim the thanks of this Commonwealth, which you 
will have the goodness to accept, with assurances that iu 
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like circumstances or in any extraordinary emergency, 
the State of New York may depend upon a like generous 
co-operation with her on the part of this Commonwealth. 
I have the honour to be, with real esteem, 

Sir, yr. Escy's most obed' hble. serv*. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO RUFUS KING AND NATHAN DANE. 

Boston, March 15, 1787. 
The Hon'"-'^ Eufus King, Nathak Dang Esq'''. 

Gent", — I have received your favour of y* 7*^ instant 
with the Act of the Legislature of New York for lengthen- 
ing the time for compleating the running of the jurisdic- 
tion line between this State and that. I hope agreeably 
to my last, w"*" enclosed our Act for the same purpose, 
you will be able to put this business in a train of speedy 
settlement. 

Enclosed is a Resolve of the General Court, passed the 
26"" of February, by which you will observe that as the 
Commonwealth has been and is in a state of war, they 
thought it impracticable to order an assessment of the 
two last requisitions of Congress ; and therefore that 
they had referred them to the next General Court. If 
you think it needful you will please to inform Congress 
of that resolve. 

Enclosed also is a letter for Governour Clinton, which 
after perusal please to seal and send to him. 

With great respect, I have the honour to be, Gent", 
Yr. most ob' hble. serv'. 

James Bowdoin. 

P. S. Since writing y' above I have read y^ New 
York Act respecting y" jurisdiction line, and find by it 
that two additional Commissioners are to be appointed 
by Congress ; that their two former acts for settling that 
line are repealed, &c., w"'' will make it needful for us to 
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have a supplementary Act, or, like theirs, a new Act 
repealing the former. In either case, as the Gen* C is 
prorogued y' business must be postponed. It may be eli- 
gible therefore if y° Legislature of New York be in session 
that they should empower the present Commissioners, 
agreeably to our last Act & their own former Acts, to 
compleat the s* line. In this case Gov'' Clinton & you 
without further procrastination can write to the Commis- 
sioners at Philadelphia to agree upon a time for com- 
pleating that business. 



NOAH WEBSTER TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Sir, — I rely on your Excellency's goodness to pardon 
my presumption in offering you ray sentiments on public 
affairs. When the State which is honored with your 
administration is alarmed with a civil war; when our 
domestic debt is on the brink of annihilation ; and the 
whole federal body crumbling to pieces ; the well-designed 
efforts of any individual to preserve peace & save our 
credit & union will at least be excused by a gentleman 
of your Excellency's candor. 

I have long been of opinion that it would be wrong to 
fund our domestic debt in its present state ; & would the 
insurgents complain of this grievance only — the payment of 
interest in specie on the certificates — and not proceed to arms, 
I should be pleased with their opposition. 

It appears to me, Sir, that the zeal which influential 
men discover in funding the debt to preserve the public 
faith is extremely ill-directed, & would if effectual ruin the 
public & their faith together. To pay the debt to the 
men who now hold the evidences of it appears to me 
the most iniquitous measure that a legislature can adopt 
— a violation of their own engagements as well as of the 
compact by which society exists. I have heard, Sir, all 
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the arguments that have been and probably all that can 
be brought by the advocates of the funding system & 
they all appear to me founded in fallacy. 

We are told, Sir, that the public has recieved the full 
value of the debt in money, supplies, or services, & ought 
' to pay the whole. This is granted. 

We are told that if men parted with their certificates 
at a discount, it was their own act & they have no right 
to complain. This is not granted. 

We are told that if the public owe the money it is 
immaterial to whom they pay it. This is not true. 

We are told that if A gives B a bond for £100, & B, 
rather than wait for his money, assigns the bond to O 
for £50, A cannot refuse to pay C the full nominal value 
because he purchased it for the one half. This is con- 
ceded, but the principle will not apply to the case of the 
public debt. 

In the first place, it is denied that the public creditors 
parted with their certificates thro' choice ; at least the 
discount was not a matter of choice. They wanted this 
money, they could not obtain it, they could not wait, & 
fi, part of it was better at the time than the whole would 
be ten or fifteen years afterwards. Still they wanted 
all their dues ; and nothing but necessity induced them 
to sacrifice a greater distant good to a small good 
at hand. The public promised them their demands & 
has not paid them, — the money is still due to ihem & 
public faith forbids that it should be paid to others. The 
public ought not. Sir, to suffer her own fault to deprive 
the citizen of |ths of his due & then in a rage for pre- 
serving faith pay the money to men who have no demand 
for the nominal sum, but what is grounded on that de- 
linquency of the State. 

In the second place, it is not immaterial to whom the 
debt is paid; for the debt is in certificates & by selling 
them for less than their nominal value the holder loses 
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the property which is to pay the deht. Let the original 
creditor have the full value and he can discharge his 
part o£ the debt without disti'essing himself. But in 
compelling the original creditor to pay the public debt, 
there is an injustice, a wickedness peculiar to the pres- 
ent case; for he loses the money first & then is taxed 
to pay the full sum to the purchaser. A man who sells 
a note for a fifth of its value & then is taxed to pay the 
full sum instead of gaining his money once absolutely 
loses it tmce. This is literally true in America, & it is 
an intolerable evil. 

The case of A giving a bond to B is totally inappli- 
cable in every particular. It is not a parrallel case, for 
if A has had the value of the bond, it is immaterial 
to whom he pays the money, for he pays it but once; 
whereas the public creditors lose the money first & then 
are taxed to pay it. If B after losing £50 could 
be taxed to pay that sum to C, the case 'would be in 
point ; but this is not supposed. Besides, when an in- 
dividual takes a bond it is generally optional with him 
whetlier to lake the bond & wait for his money, or to 
commence a suit immediately & take the person or 
estate of the debtor. It is not so with the public 
creditors. They must take certificates or nothing, they 
must wait the public pleasure ; there is no court to 
compel the public to do justice. 

But were the case stated perfectly parrallel, it would 
not apply; for to drawyentraZ conclusions from paiiicu' 
lor premises is always bad logic, & in politics is often 
dangerous. It is true that if a creditor loses money 
by the dehnquency of an individual, the law will not 
make provision for him. It would be wrong for the 
legislature to make special provision for every man 
who should sell his neighbor's note at a discount. It 
would introduce endless confusion & every species of 
mischief. 
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I acknowledge then, Sir, that in the case stated, B, 
the first creditor, who sells his bond at a discount has 
no remedy & ought to have none. But I liumbly 
concieve that with respect to the creditors of the public 
the case is entirely different. In the former case public 
good requires that no special provision should be made 
for an individual ; in the latter case, the same public 
good requires a special provision for the public creditors. 
A principle which may be entirely just in a particular 
case may be totally wrong when extended to the public. 
This, I concieve, Sir, to be one of the most important 
truths in legislation ; & by not attending to it the 
legislatures of several States are deliberately plunging 
themselves & their constituents into confusion & wretch- 
edness. I wish to be understood; that & just principle 
strictly pursued to a certain degree may become false & 
pernicious. Where the right ends & the wrong begins it 
may be diflScult to determine; but the extremes are as 
obvious as night & day. 

We can prove by mathematical demonstration that A, 
who can run twice as fast as B, shall never overtake B, 
who starts twenty yards before him ; for while A runs 
ten yards B runs five, while j1 runs five yards B runs 
two & an half, & so on, till A runs a foot & B half a foot. 
Thus by dividing the distance ad infinitum as mathemati- 
cians do when they demonstrate the infinite divisibility 
of matter, we can prove that A will never overtake B. 
But two children of different powers would by an experi- 
ment overthrow this reasoning much sooner than Newton 
himself could go thro' the demonstration. 

A paper may be painted with such a gradual transition 
of color that we can discover no point of distinction; 
& yet one end shall be perfectly white & the other en- 
tirely hhck. The changes shall be invisible, but the 
extremities a perfect contrast. 

To make my meaning still more evident, permit 
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me, Sir, to produce an example directly in point from 
the proceediriga of the Legislature of Massachusetts. 
It will be granted that when an individual settles upon 
land that belongs to another man he may be ousted by 
ejectment. How far the legality of the principle may 
be extended it is not possible to determine ; but there 
is some point where it must stop. When five thousand 
men have settled upon land without right it is no longer 
a matter of doubt, it is as evident as white & black 
that the intruders ought to be quieted in their pos=- 
sessions. The legality of ejectment would in this case & 
ought to be suspended ; because a special law to confirm 
an illegal title would produce less evil than a rigid 
adherence to the general principle of ousting tres- 
passers. On what principle, Sir, but this did the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts proceed in confirming the titles 
.of certain settlers in the Province of Main ? The Legis- 
lature acted with great prudence & policy ; for the 
interest of the State required the measure. 

Pennsylvania is now about to decide an important 
question on the same principle. By the decree of Tren- 
ton, the settlers at Wioming are found to be on land to 
which they had no right. They are numerous, they have 
had long possession, they are determined not to quit the 
land, the State therefore finds it policy to confirm their 
title, however illegal, & indemnify the proprietors in some 
other way. Tliis would not be right in a single instance 
of trespass ; but is entirely right with respect to a large 
bodff of trespassers. It is ludicrous to hear some people 
express their doubts respecting the right of the legislar 
ture to confirm their titles, because the constitution de- 
clares that a man shall not be deprived of his property 
without trial by jury. The laugh would however be 
turned into pity & resentment, if a blind zeal for legal 
principles should plunge the State into a civil war, cost 
fifteen thousand pounds, five hundred lives & four thou- 
sand valuable subjects. 
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Thus, Sir, I conceive the greatest possible ffood is the end 
of government, & that a principle which may be indi- 
vidually right & produce good may be publicly wrong & 
produce evil. 

This truth applies most forcibly in the case of the do- 
mestic debt. The greatest number of public creditors 
have lost the greatest proportion of their demands, a 
small number of men have the evidences of the debt 
which cost them an inconsiderable part of the money 
promised on the face of the certificates. The men who 
have a demand in Justice cannot make it in laio, for the 
certificates are not in their hands. The public meant to 
do justice by its engagements, peculiar & unexpected 
circumstances have disappointed its intentions & turned 
the property into a channel where it ought not to flow ; 
to pursue the words of the public promises would now 
produce an effect directlj' the reverse of what was de- 
signed ; instead of doing justice it would do injustice, it 
would oppose the end of government by sacrificing the 
greater good to the less. The point is so clear to me that 
it appears needless to add another sentence upon the sub- 
ject. I concieve the zeal for funding the debt to be 
totally mis-timed ; instead of preserving faith it would 
destroy it by a high-handed act of treachery. It is the 
intention of the state which is always right that consti- 
tutes the rule of conduct with respect to promises; for a 
legislature cannot be justified in suffering its wise views 
to be thwarted by accidental circumstances; much less 
by its own delinquency. 

The Legislature of Massachusetts tell the world in their 
late publications, " that the original creditors may now 
re-purcbase their certificates with the same or a less sum of 
money than that they recieved for them." I am sorry to 
see such weak & fallacious reasoning in the declarations of 
that wise and respectable body. Did not the Legislature 
reflect that the same necessity which compelled the cred- 
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itors to sell at first now prevents their purchasing the 
certificates ? Or did they suppose that the poorest of the 
public creditors have grown rich since the war? 

But suppose they had money to purchase generally, 
they could not procure them at their present value. 
Hitherto the sellers have been the most numerous, the 
market has been ghitted, & the price low. Reverse the 
case, let the creditors become purchasers & the demand 
would raise the value nearly to the face of the certificates. 

I wish to be candid & respectful. I really believe the 
legislatures of Massachusetts & Pennsylvania to be actu- 
ated by the noblest motives in funding their debts; but I 
am confident that a re-consideration of the subject will 
make them view it in a very different light. 

I will not multiply arguments; for your Excellency 
will anticipate me. I have just attempted to refute the 
reasoning of my opponents in two or three particulars, & 
am ready to combat them on any ground. , 

The question now is, what shall be done ? I beg leave, 
Sir, to ofier the following hints. 

Let each State call in its certificates, at least where the 
depreciation has exceeded 25 per cent. Let new certifi- 
cates be issued, to the original holder, who produces his 
own certificates at the treasury. Let the same sum be 
reissued in certificates payable only to himself; to the 
speculator let there be issued the current value of the 
certificates with interest from the time of issuing ; this 
would be a just compensation for his risque, use of money, 
&c. Or let him have 12 per cent interest to silence all 
complaint, — then issue to the original creditors, whose 
names & credit are on the certificates and the public 
books, the discount at which the certificates sold on their 
first issuing. The difference between the price of certifi- 
cates on the first issuing & their present value is lost in 
the various transfers, it cannot be ascertained & the 
public might gain it on the proposed plan. Let the new 
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certificates by no means be transferrable ; for speculation 
is Pandora's box to a State. 

As soon as this is done, let the State ascertain to every 
man his proportion of the whole debt on the principles 
of cominpn taxation. The debt is in certificates, conse- 
quently is all in the country. Every man may pay his 
share as soon as he pleases. If he has certificates, let 
him pay them to the collector taking his receipt in full, 
which shall be his discharge of botli principal & interest 
from the time when paid. If he has no certificates, he 
may apply to his neighbor who has, give him his bond or 
pay him in any way that shall be satisfactory, take a 
certificate, which, on being indorsed by the holder that he 
has received the full value, shall be receiveable by the 
collector, who shall give this purchaser a receipt in full. 
So far let the certificates be negoeiable, that when the 
endorsment specifies to whom they are sold, they shall be 
taken for his taxes only. Let the interest in specie be 
kid in the same tax-bill, & if a man does not pay the 
principal let the collector be empowered to take the in- 
terest ai the end of each half year. This would be a 
strong inducement to the immediate discharge of the 
principal, & I am confident that were this plan adopted 
the debt would be cheerfully paid in two or three years. 
The greatest part would be sunk in six months. 

This may be a difficult plan, but not impracticable. At 
any rate it is wisdom to attempt it ; for the people have 
an idea when they see most of their taxes absorbed in the 
metropolis & by a few men that their rulers are endeavor- 
ing to oppress them. An attempt to do justice would 
reconcile people to government, 

I believe the foregoing plan may be executed so far as 
to be satisfactory ; for perfect justice cannot be expected. 
If some compromising measures cannot be fallen upon, I 
could almost wish to see the debt wiped off at once ; this 
would be wicked indeed, but would produce less evil than 
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the payment of it to the present holders by taxes upon 
the losing creditors. 

If the public could raise or borrow money to buy in 
the certificates at their current discount, I should be 
happy ; but it is not practicable, & if it were some con- 
sideration should be made to the original creditors. To 
lose 25 p' cent on our demands is a tolerable evil ; but 
four, six, or eight hundred pr. cent is too much. 

I know not, Sir, what system can be adopted to do 
jiiatice generally & quiet the clamors of the people. But 
of all the measures my imagination can frame, that of 
funding the debt in its present state appears to me the 
most unjust & mischievous. 

Even aside of the principles of justice, a state should 
never suffer snch a revolution of property as would be 
the itievitable consequence of funding, & paying the debt 
to the present holders. 

The people of Massachusetts are charged with ig- 
norance & a seditious disposition. But I never knew a 
people who had the means of information ultimately 
& generally wrong; nor did I ever know an insurrec- 
tion raised without cause. The people of Massachusetts 
feel evils & they ascribe them in some measure to 
wrong causes. They enumerate a catalogue of griev- 
ances which are all trifles, except one — the payment of 
interest in specie on the public securities. This, I am 
warranted to say, is the sale grievance with the more 
thinking men in the opposition ; for I have it from their 
own declaration. People here have an idea that the 
opposition consists of a rabble ; but I know it consists of 
the substantial yeomanry of the country. 

But /e!o take arms, for they dread a civil war; the 
majority of the people are however with the insurgents 
in principle. They are riffht in their views of the do- 
mestic debt; altho' the insurgents are wrong to pursue 
violent measures. 
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One of the Eastern States, Connecticut, is decidedly 
opposed to the funding of the debt; some men charge 
them with a knavish disposition to clieat the public 
creditors. I ascribe their opposition to their good sense; 
altho' individuals may have bad views. I believe their 
opposition proceeds from a regard to pubHc justice & 
have no doubt that in two years all America will come 
over to the sentiment. 

The people in New Jersey have a plan in contempla- 
tion similar to what I have proposed. The Penn- 
sylvanians begin to see their error & regret that they 
have funded the debt. It is believed in this city by 
the most discerning men that the fimding act ■will be 
repealed. Their opinions are changing with incredible 
rapidity. 

I have already given your Excellency to much trouble ; 
but my anxiety in this critical state of public affairs must 
be my apology. 1 have only to add that in the present 
situation of the people of Massachusetts, I could wish to 
see a law passed to prevent a legal recovery of more than 
25 pr. cent annually on private debts now due & which 
amount to six or eight pounds ; and another law by 
which private credit would be prevented in the purchase 
of foreign articles. I couid wish to see small debts con- 
tracted for articles of luxury put out of the protection 
of law. 

The sentiments contained in this letter will be com- 
municated to the public without my name ; * and the aub- 

• This JntertiOQ waa Bpparenlly not carried out. In a volume of Eajays and FngitivB 
Writinea by Noah Webster, published In 1790, which once belonged to George R. Minot, 
the historian of Shays's Rebellion, the substance of the argumeni appears as Ho. jtxviii. 
In a prefalory note Webster, wilh a oharacleriatic disregard of the recognized rules of 
spelling, writes : " The following 12 part of an ' Essay on the Deta of the United States, 
irritten ui 1787, but never before published. The question has been ably discussed in 
Congress, and tbe proposition for a discrimination between original and purchasing holders 
of certificates, which I had started without the prospect of bupporl, haz been maintained by 
very powerful arguments in our federal legislature. Az the question now appears to my 
mind, I should cote against the proposition, yet merely on tbe ground that from the 
manner tlie certificates were issued, it iz impossible to discriminate, wilhouC multiplying 
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jectwill be more fully discussed in the public papers. If 
some thing be not done to satisfy tlie people, the Middle 
States will soon be in the situation of Massachusetts. 

I have the honor to be, with perfect respect, your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient, most humble servant. 

Noah Webster. 

Philadelphia, March ISth, 1787. 

His Excellekcy Goverkor Bowsoik. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

Boston, March 25, 1787. 
His Exc^ Bknj Frankhn, Esq", 

Piesid' of y' State of Pennsylvania. 

SiE, — I have had the honour of your Escy's letters of 
the 6* & 12*'' instant, accompanied with the proceedings 
of y' Council & G' Assembly of Pensylv* respecting y' 
rebels ag^' this State ; together with your proclamation 
for apprehending several of them. 

I beg the favour you will signify to those hoiTOurable ' 
bodies the cordial thanks of this Commonwealth for their 
concurring with us in the object of our proclamation ; 
and for the readiness with which it was done. At the 
same time please to assure them of a like readiness on 
our part to aid the execution of their measures upon any 
similar or other necessary occasion. 

You will permit me to express my particular thanks to 
you for your kind congratulations on the success of our 
measures taken for the suppression of the insurrection 
in this State, and for your good wishes for its future 
tranquilhty. With respect to y' State of Pensylvania, 
it enjoys so many benefits derived from institutions 

the inelanceg al hardabip and injastice. But I hav no moTe dout, tbat legislitures hav ■ 
right lo interfere, in- certain eitreme cmsb, than I hav ot any reveeled truth or intuiliv 
propoBition; and were it passible (a ascertain the original holdeis of certiecstcf, I amteev 
OUT legislators could not liaie neglected provision for their losses, vitboat violating their 
oatb?, the constitution and public faith The following extract iz published because I UU 
desirous my opinion on this subject should he known and recordod." — Em. 



y Google 



184 THE BOWDOIN AND TEMPLE PAPEES. [1787. 

■which originated with Doctor Franklin that I cannot wish 
it a greater happiness than to wish he may long be con- 
tinued at the head of it in the character of its first 
magistrate. With great sincerity, and with all possible 
esteem, I have the honour to be, 

Sir, yr. Excy's most ob' & very hble. serv'. 

James BowDoitr. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE WASHrNGTON. 

Boston, May 14, 1787. 

HlB EXCKLIEKCY GENERAL WASHl^■GTO^•, 

Member of the Conveution, &c., at Fhiladelphia. 

Sir, — It must give the highest satisfaction to every 
friend of the Union that the same gentleman who bore 
so distinguished, so capital a part, in emancipating the 
United States is appointed a delegate in the intended 
Convention for perfecting their federal government. It 
is with great eaniestness hoped that the plan of Con- 
federation to which that respectable body may agree will 
be well formed for efficient government; and that it will 
he so far unobjectionable as to be approved by Congress 
and adopted by the several States. The Union may then 
answer tlie purpose of its institution, not only in regard 
to the internal government and mutual interests of the 
States themselves, hut also in regard to foreign nations. 
Among the latter the Union niiglit then again appear in 
,a reputable light, and be of importance enough to secure 
to itself such commercial advantages as the situation and 
products of the several United States do entitle it to 
expect. 

Major Erving,* a brother of M" Bowdoin, will have the 
pleasure of delivering you this letter. He was formerly 
an officer in the British army, and has seen a great deal 
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of service. He was particularly at the reduction of the 
Havannah, Louisburg, Quebec, &c., &c., and distinguished 
himself in all those campaigns : but quitted the service 
some years before the British ministry invaded their then 
colonies. 

I have the pleasure to assure you he has always been 
a firm and zealous friend to the rights and liberties of 
America ; and in that character, a character always 
acceptable to General Washington, I beg leave to intro- 
duce him to your Excellency. I have the honour to be, 
with the most perfect regard, dear Sir, 

Tr. Excy's most obed' & very hble. serv*. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO THE GOTERNOES OF WEW TOKK, 
CONNECTICUT, AND VEEMONT.* 

BosTOK, May 16^ 1787. 

SiE, — The enclosed are copies of letters received from 
Col" Newell, commanding oificer of one of our regiments 
in the county of Berkshire, and from General Ethan 
Allen of the State of Vermont, bj' which your Excellency 
will perceive that the rebels who fled from justice from 
this State into the States of Connecticut and Vermont 
are meditating measures for distressing the friends of 
government in the western counties and threathning de- 
struction to the inhabitants who were opposed to them, 
and it appears that they are likely to be joined with some 
force from your State. 

The assurances we have had from neighbouring sister 
States, that they will take effectual measures for appre- 
hending or dispersing these disturbers of the common 
peace leaves no ^-oom to doubt of their friendly assistance 
in co-operating with us in effecting so desirable a purpose, 

by Gorernor Bowdoin, and 
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and preventing the mischief intended. They will be the 
more strongly induced to this from the consideration 
that the spirit of insurrection is infectious, and that if it 
be not perfectly subdued it will create perpetual dis- 
turbances in y" States and may finally issue in anarchy 
and general confusion. 

You will permit us to place a full reliance on the ex- 
ertions of your Excellency for preventing these unhappy 
consequences and evgry movement that has a tendency 
to promote them. 

I have y" honour to be, with great esteem, Sir, 
Yr. Excy's most ob' hble, serv'. 

GoTernours of the States of New York, 
oi Connecticut & Vermont. 



JAME8 BOWDOIN TO THE DELEGATES IN CONGRESS.* 

Boston, May 16* 1787. 
The Hon. Nath'- Go r ham, Rufcb King, Nathan 
Dane, Esq", Delegates in Congress. 

Gentlemen, — By the enclosed letters you'I perceive 
that the rebels who fled from justice into the States of 
Connecticut, Vermont, &c., are endeavouring to collect a 
force to disturb again the peace and quiet of this State, 
and in particular do threaten the friends of government 
in the western counties who most distinguished them- 
selves in counteracting their enormities. Upon this sub- 
ject is the enclosed letter from me to Governour Clinton 
of New York, which you will please to send to him. 

]f our troops had had liberty to pursue, the rebels 
wherever they retreated they would before this time 
have been effectually quelled ; but so long as they are 
permitted to take sanctuary in the neighbouring States 
they will be continually harassing this State : and the 
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evil consequences of such permission if it be continued 
will probably extend to all the States. 

Does it not then concern Congress to take or strongly 
recommend measures to be taken that will effectually 
prevent future insurrections not only in Massachusetts 
but in all the States? If you, gentlemen, should be of 
this opinion, you will use your influence for that purpose. 
The preventing of insurrections would be a proper subject 
for the consideration of the federal Convention now sitting 
at Philadelphia. 

In one of your late letters you mentioned that the 
Commissioners appointed to run the jurisdiction line 
between this State & New York, would attend on that 
business in June or July ; but we are not yet informed 
of the precise time. In another letter you mentioned 
that Congress had passed a resolution that all the sums 
which had been or might be disbursed by this govern- 
ment on account of the new corps of federal troops lately 
disbanded would be allowed out of the requisitions of 
1784, 1785, or 1786, at the option of the government, & 
that the Resolution w* be transmitted by the Secretary of 
Congress. The resolution however has not been yet 
received. 

As this will probably be my last official letter to you, 
I cannot conclude it without bidding you adieu and ex- 
pressing my best wishes for your happiness jointly and 
severally. With y' most perfect regard, I have the 
honour to be, Gent", yr. most obed' hble. serv'. 

James Bowdois. 



RICHARD PRICE TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Hackney, Oct. lO**, 1787. 

Dear Sir, — Your letter dated in June last I did not 
receive till about a fortnight ago. I return you my best 
thanks for it, and I am truly sensible of the kind and 
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favourable attention with which you honour me. The 
approbation you express of my Sermons cannot but be 
particularly pleasing to me, and the observations yon 
make on the reasonableness of candour and charity amidst 
our diSerencea o£ opinion on religious subjects are cer- 
tainly in the highest degree important as well as just. 
A due attention to them would produce universal peace 
in the Christian church. How happy would the State of 
Massachusetts be were it filled with men of your liberality 
and wisdom. 

For my own part, when I look back on a life now 
pretty far spent, I derive particular satisfaction from the 
remembrance that by the best services I am capable of I 
have endeavoured to promote charity among Christians 
and the interest of general liberty and free discussion as 
in my opinion the best friends to truth and virtue and 
consequently to the happiness and improvem' of the 
world. 

I am now waiting with anxiety for an account of the 
result of the deliberations of the Convention of delegates 
at Philadelphia. May God direct them to such a plan of 
federal governm' as shall be most conducive to the peace 
and dignity of the United States, and give a demonstra- 
tion to the world of the happy effects of the American 
Hevolutiou. 

We have here been much alarmed by the apprehension 
of a war with France. Should this calamity come upon 
us so soon after the late war, it will be wonderful if a 
convulsion is not produced among us. The pretence for 
it is a point of honour between us and the Stadholder, 
and a supposed necessity of supporting him ag"' his con- 
stituents in order to detach Holland from France and to 
get it into the scale of this country. I am afraid indeed 
that our ministers in their late negotiations have rely'd 
too miich on the weakness and erabarrassm** of France. 
A war is begun between Russia and Turkey, and a gen- 
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eral fermentation seema to be prevailing thro' Europe. 
What events it may immediaieiy produce God only knows ; 
but in the end all will, I doubt not, work for good. 

In a packet w'*" I sent in August last to D'' Wigglesworth 
1 enclosed some copies of a discourse w""" I deliver'd to the 
supporters of a new academical institution lately estab- 
lished here. One of these copies'! desired to beconvey'd 
to you. I now send another and beg the favour of you to 
convey it to J)' Lathrop with my respects. I have also 
inclosed in the packet the Appendix to a new edition 
lately publish'd of my Sermons. I had the pleasure of 
being acquainted with M'and M" Temple when they were 
in London. Should you think it worth while, deliver my 
kind complim*" to them when you happen to see them or 
to write to them. 

Wishing you, dear S', every comfort that a valuable 
life can be bless'd with, I am, with great regard. 
Your most obedient and humble servant. 

Rich" Peice. 



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Philad*, May 31, 1788. 

Dear Sir, — I received your favours by Mess" Gore, 
Hilliard, and Lee, with whose conversation I was much 
pleased, and wish'd for more of it; but their stay with 
us was too short. Whenever you recommend any of 
your friends to me you oblige me. 

I want to know whether your Philosophical Society 
rcceiv'd the second volume of our Transactions. I sent 
it, but never heard of its arriving. If it miscarried I will 
send another. 

Has your Society among its books the French work 
sur les Arts & les Metiers? It is voluminous, well exe- 
cuted, and may be useful ia our country. I have be- 
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queath'd it them in my will ; but if they have it already 
I will substitute some thing else. 

Our ancient correspondence us'd to have something 
philosophical in it. As you are now more free from 
public cares, and I expect to be so in a few months, why 
may we not resume that kind of correspondence ? Our 
much regretted friend Winthrop * once made me the 
compliment that I was good at starting game for philoso- 
phers. Let me try if I can start a little for you. 

Has the question, How came the earth by its magnet- 
ism ever been consider'd ? 

Is it likely that iron ore immediately existed when this 
globe was first form'd, or may it not rather be suppos'd 
a gradual production of time ? 

If the earth is at present magnetical in virtue of the 
masses qf iron ore contain'd in it, might not some ages 
pass before it had magnetic polarity? 

Since iron ore may exist without that polarity, and by 
being plac'd in certain circumstances may obtain it from 
an external cause, is it not possible that the earth re- 
ceiv'd its magnetism from some such cause ? 

In short, may not a magnetic power exist throughout 
our system, perhaps thro' all systems, so that if men 
could make a voyage -in the starry regions a compass 
might be of use ? And may not such universal magnet- 
ism with its uniform direction be serviceable in keeping 
the diurnal revolution of a planet more steady to the 
same axis ? 

Lastly, as the poles of magnets may be changed by the 
presence of stronger magnets, might not in ancient times 
the near passing of some large comet of greater magnetic 
power than this globe of ours have been a means of 
changing its poles, and thereby wracking and deranging 
its surface, placing in different regions the effect of cen- 

• Professor John Winthrop of Harvard College. — Edb. 
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trif ugal force, so as to raise the waters of the sea in some 
while they were depress'd in others? 

Let me add another question or two, not relating 
indeed to magnetism, but, however, to the theory of the 
earth. 

Is not the finding of great quantities of shells and 
bones of animals (natural to hot climates), in the cold 
ones of our present world, some proof that its poles have 
been changed ? 

Is not the supposition that the poles have been changed 
the easiest way of accounting for the deluge by getting 
rid of the old difficulty how to dispose of its waters after 
it was over ; since if the poles were again to be changed 
and plac'd in the present equator the sea would fall there 
about 15 miles in height, and rise as much in the present 
polar regions, and the effect would be proportionable if 
the new poles were plac'd any where between the present 
and the equator ? 

Does not the apparent wrack of the surface of this 
globe, thrown up into long ridges of mountains with 
strata in various positions, make it probable that its inter- 
nal mass is a fluid, but a fluid so dense as to float the 
heaviest of our substances ? Do we know the limit of 
condensation air is capable of? Supposing it to grow 
denser vntMn the surface, in the same proportion nearly 
as we find it does mthoui, at what depth may it be equal 
in density with gold ? 

Can we easily conceive how the strata of the earth 
could have been so derang'd if it had not been a mere 
shell supported by a heavier fluid ? Would not such 
a sup]>os'd internal fluid globe be immediately sensible 
of a change in the situation of the earth's axis, alter its 
form, and thereby burst the shell & throw up parts of it 
above the rest ; as if we could alter the position of the 
fluid contain'd in the shell of an egg & place its longest 
liiameter where the shortest no-w is, the shell must break;' 
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but would be much harder to break if the whole internal 
substance were as solid and hard as the shell? 

Might not a wave bj any means rais'd In this suppos'd 
internal ocean of extreamly dense fluid raise in some 
degree as it passes the present shell of incumbent earth, 
and break it in some places, as in earthqiiakes ? And 
may not the progress of such wave and the disorders 
it occasions among the solids of the shell, account for the 
rumbling sound being first heard at a distance, augment- 
ing as it approaches, and gradually dying away as it 
proceeds; a circumstance observ'd by the inhabitants 
of South America in their last great earthquake, that 
noise coming from a place some degrees north of Lima, 
and being trac'd by enquiry quite down to Buenos Ayres, 
proceeding regolarly from north to south at the rate of 
[ilafik} leagues p minute, as I was inform' d by a very 
ingenious Peruvian whom I met with at Paris. 

I am ever, my very dear Friend, 

Yours most affectionately. 

B. Franklin. 

HoN^'^^ Ja= Bowdoik, Esq". 



GEORGE WASHINGTON TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

New Yore, May 9'", 1789. 

Sir, — Since my arrival in this place I have been 
honored with your letters of the 18*" of Feb'' and 24*" of 
April. 

To meet the congratulations and assurances of support 
from those characters whose opinions I revere will be of 
no small service in enabling me to overcome the diffi- 
dence which I have in my own abilities to execute properly 
the important and untried task which my country has 
assigned me. 

No part of my duty will be more dehcate and, In 
many instances, more unpleasing than that of nominat- 
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ing or appointing persons to offices. It will undoubtedly 
often happen that there will be several candidates for the 
same office whoae pretensions, abilities, and integrity may 
be nearly equal, and who will come forward so equally 
supported in every respect as almost to require the aid 
of supernatural intuition to fix upon tlie right. I shall, 
however, in all events have the satisfaction to reflect that 
I entered upon my administration unconfined by a single 
engagement, uninfluenced hy any ties of blood or friend- 
ship, and with the best intentions and fullest determina- 
tion to nominate to office those persons only, who upon 
every consideration were the most deserving, and who 
would probably execute their several functions to the 
interest and credit of the American Union, — if such 
characters could be found by my exploring every avenue 
of information respecting their merits and pretensions that 
it was in my power to obtain. 

With great respect & esteem, I am. Sir, 

Your most obed' h"^ serv'. 

G. Washington. 

Tbe Hon^"-^ James Bowdoin. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO CHAELES P. LATARD. 



Boston, Commonwealth of Masbachobetts, 
May 10'\ 1789. 
SiB, — By Captain Scott, who arrived here yesterday 
from London, I had the pleasure of receiving your let- 
ter of the 31"* of July last, informing me of my election 
as a member of the Royal Society, and enclosing the 
diploma. I embrace this first opportunity of expressing 
the high sense I have of the distinguished honour con- 
ferred upon me by that most illustrious body ; and beg 
the favour you will communicate it to them, together 
with my very grateful acknowledgments for the honour 
conferred. 

18 
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At the same time you will please to accept my thanks 
for the polite manner in which you have given me the 
notice of it. 

With profound veneration for the Royal Society, and 
great respect for their Secretary, I have the honour to 
be, Sir, 

Your most obed^ hble. serv*. 

James Bowdoin. 

The Rev" Chakles Peter Latard, D.D., one of the Secretaries of the 
Koyal Society at their apartments, Someraet Place, Strand. Loudon. 



JAMES BOWDOlN^ TO CHARLES P. LAYAED. 

Boston, June i, 1789. 
Rev" Doctor Layakd, 

8eo'» of j= Royal Society, London. 

Eev° Sir, — I had the honour of writing to you y" 10*'' 
ultimo; and by M'' Joseph Pope now send a duplicate. 
It gives me pleasure that I have this opportunity of in- 
forming you that M"' Pope is a man of great ingenuity in 
the mechanical way. Besides other proofs of it he has 
lately constructed an orrery, which exhibits upon an 
enlarged scale the planetary motions within our solar 
system. It is now the property of the neighbouring 
University at Cambridge, having been purchased for 
about £350 sterling, and far surpasses any tiling of 
that kind in America. As M' Pope is going to England 
it is his wish to render himself useful to gentlemen that 
may have occasion to employ him in the line of his busi- 
ness; and I believe it is in his power to give them entire 
satisfaction. Not only his ingenuity but the sterling hon- 
esty of the man will recommend him, 

I have the honour to be with the most perfect regard, 
Eev'' Sir, 

Yr. most obed' & very hble, serv*. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO JOHN TEMPLE. 

Boston, Oct" 10, 1789. 
Dear Sir, — - 1 have had the pleasure of your letters of 
the 12"" & 28'" September. The former by Maj' Shaw 
about ten days ago, just as I was setting out on a jour- 
ney, and the latter p' M' Thacher I received on my re- 
turn yesterday. It made us happy to know that you & 
Betsy & y young folks had arrived safe at N. York, 
though the passage was rough & uncomfortable; and 
we hope her sea-sickness & fatigue, w*"" she bore with 
BO much fortitude, have been of service to her. It gave 
uS'particuIar pleasure to learn that your health was bet- 
ter, and there is no room to doubt of its complete res- 
toration, if you keep up y' spirits, exercise, &c. You 
judged perfectly right in inoculating your g^ daughter ; 
and we rejoice with you, that she has happily got through 
the small pox. 

By the character & situation of D"" Dvvight, I think you 
could not have chosen a better instructor for your son 
James; and I hope he will give yon reason to think so 
by his proficience and good conduct. 

From y" enquiries contained in y' Duke of Leeds's 
letter of the 30"" of June, I am of opinion with you, that 
y" British ministry are somewhat alarmed at the encreas- 
ing growth of y* manufactures of the United States. The 
general statement of it, represented in your answer to y* 
Duke's letter, is I believe just, so far as it extends. Sev- 
eral sorts of manufactures going on in this State may 
he added to those mentioned in your letter : as, wool & 
cotton cards, women's shoes, nails, &c. With respect to 
the first, more than one thousand dozen of wool cards are 
made, as I am informed, in this town monthly ; and they 
are made in other towns also. Our country people are 
all supplied with them, and a considerable quantity ia 
exported. With respect to y" shoes, in y'' town of Lyn 
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only are made more than 170 thousand pair of worn' 
shoes (besides their leather shoes) annually, most of w""" 
are sent to y* other States : and with respect to nails 
they are made every where, and have effectually stopt 
y" importation of them : considerable quantities being 
exported. I do not mention potash, pearl ash, & sun- 
dry other manufactures, as they are probably not meant 
to be included in y" answer to y" enquiries. 

In a year or two, the returns made to Congress by 
their executive officers will probably furnish y* means of 
a full answer to most of those enquiries ; and until those 
returns can be applied to, any answer must be imperfect. 

The Revolution in France is a most extraordinary one; 
and from it will result very important consequences, some 
of which it may be conjectured will not be very advan- 
tageous to G. Britain ; but however that may be, if it 
should terminate in a government founded on just prin- 
ciples of liberty, it will he the era of political happiness 
to the French nation. 

M" Bowdoin sends her most affectionate regards to 

you and her dear daughter, with y" young gentry ; in 

which she is with great cordiality joined by, dear Sir, 

Yr. most ob* hble. serv. 

James Bowdoin. 
Sir John Temple- 

ELBEIDGE GERRY TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

New York, 25'" June, 1790. 
(Friday.) 
Dbar Sir, — I am favoured with your letter of the 
15"", mentioning M' John Erving & M' Samuel Waldo 
as candidates for offices under the federal government. 
Whether the assumption will take place or not this 
session is at present problematical, altho I think the 
assumptionists have the power of attaining the object; 
but the misfortune is that some of them are influenced 
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by the Peniisylvaiiians, all of whom, even those who are 
firmly attached to the assumption, will hazard it & every 
thing else of the highest importance to the Union for 
the paltry object of the temporary residence of Congress. 
The Rhode Island Senators are arrived & the questions 
respecting both the permanent & temporary residence 
are to be agitated on Monday next in the Senate. Upon 
the issue of these matters we shall be able to form some 
judgment of what will be the fate of the State debts, & 
should an opportunity offer of promoting your wishes 
respecting your nephews, I shall be very happy in co- 
operating in the measures. The House consists of two 
classes, the funders & anti-fimders ; & the former are sub- 
divided into assumption ists & anti-assumptionists. Part 
of the assumptionists have formed a junction with the 
anti-funders & have thrown out the revenue bill, which 
has puzzled the residue of the funders, some of whom 
would be also for the assumption had not the residence 
of Congress been blended therew*\ Since the bill was 
rejected I have seen the Secretary of the Treasury & 
find he is pleased with the measure & thinks it a good 
stroke of policy. I have only time to assure you that, 
with great esteem & respect, 

I remain, dear Sir, your most obed' & very hum. ser*. 

E. Gbrrt. 

The Homble. M" Bowdoin. 



MERCY WAKREN TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Sir, — My confidence in your friendship & my respect 
for your judgment leads me to submit to your perusal 
a few pieces designed for publication, if not better ad- 
vised by so good a judge. I feel myself very diffident, 
though encouraged by my friends, to embark on the sea 
of public opinion ; but I yet shrink at the idea & keep 

■ For notice of Mre. Warren, see 6 Mass. HJsi. Coll., vol, ix. p. 397 nole. 
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my mind open to the strictest scrutiny of friendship & 
candor. I might shew them to many who would criticise, 
to others who might flatter, the one without friendship & 
the other without sincerity ; but your opinion, Sir, which 
I am confident will be the result of both, will lead me 
readily to suppress any of them which you may think 
will neither be pleasing to the public eye or honourary 
to me, who would not have presumed this interruption 
did she not feel more assured of your friendship than 
that of any other gentleman of literature & taste in this 
capital. With respect and esteem 

I am, Sir, your most obedient 

M. Wakren. 
My best compliments to M" Bowdoin. 
N. Boston S<jpabe, Jane 28"', 1790. 

As soon as M' Eowdoin's leaaure will permit, he will 
return the papers with his observations to his obliged 

friend, kc. 



JAMES BOWDOIN' TO MERCY WARREN. 

M' Bowdoin presents his mobt respectful compliments 
to M" Warren, and acquaints her that in y' afternoon 
or tomorrow morning he is to proceed on a journey into 
Connecticut & to y* western parts of Massachusetts, 
where he will be happy to execute any of M" Warren's 
commands. He thinks himselt very unfortunate that he 
is obliged to forego the pleasure of reading the manu- 
script poems which accompanied her polite billet of this 
morning. With great reluctance he now returns them ; 
but promises himself no small entertainment upon their 
publication, which he hopes will soon take place ; being 
assured it will be no discredit to American genius. 

M" Bowdoin with her best compliments hopes for the 
pleasure of seeing M" Warren. 
Monday, June 28-n. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN* TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM-f 

Boston, October 1^, 1792. 

My Lord, — The very little acquaintance we had at 
Clirist Ciiurch, although Gentlemen Commoners of the 
same Colfege, would have hardly justified, in my own 
estimation, the liberty I now take in writing you, had 
not Sir Jn" Temple satisfied me of your Lordship's recol- 
lection of me by presenting me with your compliments 
at your Lordship's request. Be assured, my Lord, the 
circumstance was pleasing to me, and I frequently thut 
o£ grounding a correspondence upon it, to which I have 
been frequently urged by Sir John. 

The unexpected situation into which England and this 
country have been thrown, arising out of the late Revo- 
lution, must necessarily excite a curiosity to be con- 
versant with the political movements w'^'' do or may 
agitate the two countries. Although I have much to 
expect, and but little to bestow, still I know too much 
of the policy of the English government to think that a 
gentleman elevated by rank, fortune, and political char- 
acter can be indiiferent to the force and effect of the 
measures of the government w"** so eminently distin- 
guishes him, or to those objects and pursuits w"*" deter- 



* Jamea Bowdoin, the Governor, died Nov. 6, 1790. After liis death his only eon, the 
third James Bowdom, eubeequently minisler to Spain, dropped the affix "Junior." He 
died Oct, 11, 1811, and wifh him the male line of descent became extinct, though the 
name Bowdiiin was atteraard borne by various descendsnta of his only sisler, Lady 
Temple. — Eds, 

t George Nugent-Temple Grenville, first Marquis of Buckingham, was the second son 
of George Greavilie, and was bom June 17, 1753, He was elected to Ihe House of Com- 
mons in mi, and look an actiTe part in the debates. Five years later he succeeded bia 
uncle Richard as Earl Temple, and obtained the royal iioense "lo take the names and 
arms of Nugent and Temple in addition to his own," In 1782 he was appointed Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland, an ofllee which he held for only a few months, until the downfall of 
the Shelburne miniatry. At the time of the Coalition ministry he was conspicuous among 
the "Kine's friends," and after the triumph of Pitt he was created Marqnisof Bucking, 
ham. A few yesrs later he was again made Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland; but resiened 
in leas Ihan two years. He died at Stowe Feb. 11, 181S, See Dictionary of National 
Biography, vol. xxni. pp, 117-119. — Eds. 
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mine their action upon the governments such measures 
are meant to have an influence. 

Upon the supposition that a correspondence upon the 
pontics of the two countries might not be disagreeable 
to your Lordship, I avail myself of the opportunity of 
my nephew, M' Grenville Temple, of laying its first 
joundation. 

To keep up a good understanding between this coun- 
try and Great Britain upon principles of reciprocity and 
mutual advantage^as ever been my wish ; to look for a 
connexion upon other terms would be as impolitick as 
unjust; unjust as it would bestow unequal advantages, 
and impolitick as such a connexion would be only of 
short continuance. For whatever may be pretended to 
the contrary, there is no doubt but the commercial and 
political interests of this country, if not already, will 
shortly be as well understood as those of any of the 
European powers. I take it for granted that the 
knowledge of Great Britain with respect to its foreign 
connexions is perfectly understood; although in some 
instances of it with respect to this couutry some have 
been led to doubt it. It is but justice however to say 
that the goodness and cheapness of the English fabricks, 
the honesty and good faith of English merchants have 
given Great Britain a deserved pre-eminence in the 
commerce of this country. How long this superiority 
will remain is to be determined by the future wisdom, 
justice, and moderation of the two countries. Great 
Britain should recollect that y* people of the United 
States are her best customers for her manufactures. An 
open liberal policy looking beyond the advantages of 
the moment would probably secure to her a permanent 
influence in the politics and commerce of this country. 

M' Grenville Temple, the bearer of this letter, is a 
young gentleman of understanding and information, has 
been bred to the bar, and by the short visit he has 
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lately paid his friends in this country, will be able to 
give your Lordship much local information. He returns 
to Engl* with a view of taking passage for Calcutta in 
India, to follow his proffession : a few lines from your 
Lordship to some of your Lordship's friends in India 
would render an eminent service to a deserving and 
intelligent young gentleman. Would your Lordship per- 
mit me to hope for this favour to my nephew, in whose 
welfare I feel myself interested; whilst I can assure 
your Lordship that his gratitude, prudence, and good 
understanding will not discredit your patronage. 

Be assured, my Lord, of the high respect and esteem 
with which I subscribe myself, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obed* servant. 

James Bowdoin. 

To THE Most Honourable Georqb Gkenville, Esq*, 
Marquis of Bitckingham, &». 



[Copy.] 

Fhiladelfhia, 27 April, 1793. 

Sir, —I think it my duty to communicate to you by 
the most expeditious means in my power the following 
intelligence, and it will remain with you to determine 
on the measures that may appear the most efficacious for 
giving immediate protection to the commerce and prop- 
erty of his Majesty's subjects in these seas. 

On the Q**" cur' the French frigate Ambuscade arrived 
at Charleston from Rochefort in France, having on board 

" George Hammond waa born in Yorkshire, England, in 1763, and at the age of twenty 
went to Paris ax secrelary to David Hartley, then negotiating the treaty of peace between 
Great Britain »nd the United Slates. Subsequently he served la ohargS d'affaires M 
Vienna, Copenhagen, and Madrid: and in 1791 he was made minister plenipotentiary to the 
United SUtes. He returned to England in 17.15. He finally retired from public' life in 
182S, and died in Lcndmi AprA 33, 1S53, at the age of ninety. See Dietioaary of Nationil 
Biography, vol. xxiv. pp 3JI, 242.— Eds. 
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M' Gengt, the new French minister to the United States. 
In the course of her voyage to Charleston the Ambuscade 
captured two British brigs. After remaining some days at 
Cliarleston, she sailed from thence, and on Wednesday 
evening last, tlie 24"", appeared off Cape Henlopen, near to 
which she took the British brig Little Sarah, from this port 
to Jamaica. On the following morning she captured in 
.Delaware Bay the British ship Grange bound to Liver- 
pool. The Ambuscade is now at Chester in the Dela- 
ware, about fifteen miles from hence, and is expected 
here every hour with her prizes. The Ambuscade is 
pierced for 36 guns, but mounts 32 only. She is com- 
manded by a Captain Bompart, and carries two hundred 
and fifty men. Exclusive of this vessel a pilot was about 
a week ago pnt on board another French armed ship, 
but of what force I have not been able as yet to 
ascertain. It is also currently reported here that a 
third French armed vessel is now hovering upon these 
coasts. 

As the captures made in the Delaware are unques- 
tionably illegal, being contrary to the law of nations, 
I shall as soon as the prizes arrive demand their restora- 
tion. The discussion consequent upon this demand will 
most probably detain the Ambuscade here for some days 
at least. And as the captain's instructions from the 
French Executive Council are to cruize along the Amer- 
ican coasts, there can, I think, exist little doubt that she 
will continue in the pursuit of that object for some time 
longer, previous to either her return to France or to her 
proceeding to the West Indies. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, with great respect, 
Your most obed' hum"' servt. 

Geo. Hammond. 

Tot 
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GEORGE HAMMOND TO JOHN TEMPLE. 

Philabelphia, 2T^ April, 1783. 
i o'clock, p. M. 
Sis, — I should have transmitted to you the enclosed 
interesting intelligence last night, had I not waited to 
ascertain precisely the fact of the Ambuscade's being 
in the river. She will, I think, be detained so long here 
that I hope my information to Halifax will arrive in time 
to prevent her further depredations being carried to any 
considerable extent. As I understand from the master 
of a vessel who left Halifax the 12^ cur' that the frigates 
Winchelsea & Hussar were not to sail from thence until 
the arrival of the relief from England consisting of the 
Centurion of fifty guns and some frigates. 

I am so much pressed for time that I can only send 
you a copy of my letter to the commanding naval officer 
on the Halifax station. I shall be much obhged to you 
if you will forward the original immediately by a pilot boat 
to Halifax. You will make such uses of the information 
I now transmit to you as may appear to yon, Sir, the 
best calculated for preventing any British vessels sailing 
from New York for some days to come at least. You 
will also be so kind as to accompany my letter to the 
officer at Halifax with any information on the subject 
which you yourself may have received. 

The purport of the annexed letter to Mackaness is to 
delay tlie departure of the packet, as I shall detain her 
until the conclusion of my negociations with this govern- 
ment for procuring the restoration of the prizes taken in 
the Delaware in defiance of the rights of neutral nations. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant. 

Geo. Hammond. 

P. S, I send this by express, but under cover to a 
private person at New York, in order to obviate any eus- 
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picion which might arise from my letter being addressed 
immediately to yourself. Excuse the haste under which 
this has been written. G. H. 

Sib John Temple, Bart, kc, &c., &c. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO LADY TEMPLE. 

Dorchester, Oct" 31", 1793, 
My dear Sister, — I embrace y^ first leisure opp*^ of 
answering your affectionate letter by Cap* Barnard, and 
to thank you for your care in sending me the trees & 
strawberry roots w"* I have rec'*. James & Augusta 
will doubtless be arrived before this reaches you, who will 
acquaint you with y" local circumstances of your mother's 
& my family. 

I observe Sir Jn" has wrote for & expects leave of ab- 
sence to go to Engl*, that it is not yet rec"*, and I am 
apprehensive from y* present state of affairs in Europe 
that he will hardly obtain it. In a time of war, when 
y* object of contention is principles of government origi- 
nally foimded on the prospect of assimulating y" interests 
and poHtics of France with those of this country, to rival 
y* commerce of England by infusing into a new order of 
things y spirit of commerce, & to lay its foundation by 
reforming those feudatory claims w'*' were its principal 
impediment. The French Revolution had its origin in 
y" rivalship between France & EngP. The trade of this 
country, w""" was & is a source of so much profit, advan- 
tage, & naval strength to G. Britain, was of sufficient 
importance to engage y attention of principal characters 
in France to reform the military principles of their gov- 
emm', and to accommodate it to y' more effectual ad- 
mission of commerce. The Marquis de la Fayette and 
all y' thinking part of y^ principal French officers who 
were here in y* course of our Revolution used to lament 
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y* insufficiency of their governm* to y' spirit & principles 
of commerce, thr6 w""" alone, as they used to say, France 
could hope to rival G. B, & to obtain y° superiority in 
Europe her natural advantages entitled her. These 
officers gave y* first motives to y' French Revolution, 
w°^ in y" course -of it, by running far ahead of the senti- 
ments and 'Opinions w""" excited it, has swept away in its 
consequences the very characters which first promoted a 
reform & were desireous that France sh'', like Engl^, be- 
come a mixed monarchy. 

Should the French Revolution succeed, w"" it w'' seem 
cannot be wholly prevented, France will probably become 
a much greater maritime & commercial power than ever 
she has yet been, in which case there is no reason why 
she sh'' not have a great proportion of y' American com- 
merce. She possesses the secrets of manufactures, and 
abounds in people who labour at a cheaper price than in 
England, and it may not be long after y' present cruel 
contest before she will have merchants, manufacturers, & 
manufactures w"*' will vie with those of G. B. That com- 
merce delights in free governm** & most commonly takes 
her residence in such situations is an acknowledged 
truth. If France succeeds in y* establishment of a free, 
efficient government, Engl'' will be compelled to either 
relinquish her C9mmerce or her constitution of governm', 
as I conceive that upon the freedom of y" contending 
governm" stands y* direction of y* American commerce 
& the superiority w'* will follow as a necessary conse- 
quence. These observations somewhat outr^es to a fe- 
male correspondent are made with a view of impressing 
her with an Idea of the importance of the IT. S. in their 
present situation & of the interest y" British minister will 
take in all measures in this country w""" respect y' present 
contest ; y" vigilance of the English public officers in this 
country will be strictly required, and of course all hopes 
of leave of absence to Sir Jn° appear to me visionary. 
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As connected with this opinion, I understand by . 
that Grenville has given one of a like kind, viz., that the 
English minister w'* not probably allow o£ Sir Jn"'' ab- 
sence from his office at this critical period, & advises 
him to relinquish it, to seek a debt to y* late M'' Nelson, 
whose heir Sir Jn" is, to a demand ag'* y^ governm* of 
j£60,000 sterlg, I know not y" justice of the demand any 
more than y' disposition of y^ minister to discharge an- 
tiquated claims; but however forward his inclination 
thereto, yet y* multiplied embarrassments of war, in the 
present scarcity of money in Engl^, will make it very 
uncertain as to the obtaining it, for w'" reason I sh'' sup- 
pose it bad policy to relinquish an office w"** I understand 
promises half pay for life in case of being superceeded ; 
a place of ^£1500 p an™ is hard to be procured, and it 
requires good interest by friends, pretensions, & exer- 
tions to obtain it. As time creeps on age steals upon our 
faculties & powers, of course upon our exertions, and 
very few are able to engage in pursuits at sixty w"*" they 
were well calculated to undertake at forty. The pru- 
dence and caution of experience, without very bright & 
tempting prospects, will lead us not to relinquish a 
certainty for an uncertainty. Presently perhaps things 
in England may be in that state of confusion as may 
make a retreat eligible. The principles of y" French 
Revolution may take footing there. The disaffected, 
y* disappointed, y° ambitious, y" distrest, the well wishers 
to a revolution make a strong party in every govern- 
ment, tS: may become y* predominating one in England. 
All expectations from an old w*" in that case be swallowed 
up in a new order of things, and offices & antiquated 
claims upon governm*' might meet y' fate of y" sponge. 
A revolutionary spirit has gone forth; where It will stop, 
or how it will be directed ; what further inroads it will 
make upon y^ established governm*' of Europe time will 
unfold ; but prudence seems to require that you sh^ not 
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unnecessarily remove yourselves from your present eli- 
gible situation to engage in undertakings of perplexity 
& uncertainty w""" must be probably begun by the sacri- 
fice of an important office. 

By your letters to M" Winthrop you request the opinion 
of your friends, particularly mine, in regard to Jamea, 
relative to his present pursuits and future prospects; how 
far his pursuits are consistent with his future prospects, 
or what ought to be his or your expectations in regard to 
them, it is difficult to say. His education, inclination, & 
habits are to determine these things. His education, if 
he attends to it, ought to qualify him for one of y" learned 
professions, w"*" if his inclination favours it, his habits, 
manners, & studies sh* be directed to it. But there is 
such a connexion between all y' learned professions that 
success in any of them very much depends upon a well 
directed collegiate education in w"^ the rudiments of the 
sciences are to be deeply laid, in order to the making a 
distinguished figure in any of them. These rudiments, 
however, cannot be obtained without industry & close 
application to study. A favourable opp*^ now presents 
itself, w*"" if rightly improved must be of y^ highest im- 
portance to him, whether he pursues either of the learned 
professions or not ; but- w'"' if neglected must be a per- 
petual source of mortification to him. Young men who 
go to college should have before them y* expectation of a 
learned profession, and not be suffered to justify their 
inattention to study by thinking they will take to other 
pursuits. For in such cases the mind is left without an 
object, and is thereby deprived of a necessary stimulus to 
exertion. But even this will prove a poor apology to 
their friends or to their own minds for their neglect and 
idleness. The opp"'' that James now has is a trial of his 
firmness and determination to improve himself, and it 
will be happy for him if he shall have no occasion to 
reproach himself liereafter. My own neghgence for the 
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first two years I was at college has occasioned me more 
uneasiness than all the other circumstances of my life. 
To avoid such uneasiness, his own reproaches and those 
of his friends, James sh* endeavour to improve his present 
opp''' in the best manner. Dr. Johnston's* qualifications 
as a scholar, as a distinguished professional character, and 
a statesman, must bestow advantages w""" few situations 
afford ; y* path of the D"''^ literary acquisitions, matured 
by his long experience & practice, must be almost invalu- 
able to a young man who has views to the bar. If 
James's application and improvement sh'* entitle hini to 
the esteem and good offices of the worthy D'', he will lead 
him to such objects &, pursuits in regard to the study of 
the law as must be highly advantageous to him. 

By these observations you may infer that I consider y' 
bar to be y' most eligible employment for hitn. The 
business of a lawyer requires a general knowledge of the 
sciences, dose application, and a good natural genius. 
The last Jarhes has ; a good voice ^y" principal requisites 
of a public speaker he also possesses. His present acquire- 
ments, his industry, his love of books, his resolution & 
■firmness to prosecute the studies of an ordinary profession 
to acquire fame in it, & thereby to introduce himself at a 
proper season into public employments, must be referred 
to y" opinions of those who are better acquainted with 
him than I am. It is however my idea that if James 
w* resolutely pursue what I think he has capacity to ob- 
tain, he might in a few years become a man of impor- 
tance & independence; for no one in my view is more 
important or can be justly considered more independent 
than he who has good professional, practical talents. 
The path to wealth, honour, & respect lies strait before 
him, and there is nothing wanting but resolution & y" first 
efforts to obtain what habit will soon render easy, familiar 

■ William Samuel Johnson, Presidcnl of Columbia College, Sew York. — Eds. 
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& agreable. Young men are accountable for, and will 
be judged by, their habits. A plan of future life therefore 
ah'* be consulted with and pointed out to him; to be 
founded in reason, to be pursued with resolution, and to 
be rendered habitual. Order & method in the distribu- 
tion of time must be brot in aid of such a plan, w"" should 
assign to business & simusement their proper places. As 
I have a regard for James, I sh^ like to hear the event of 
a serious consultation of his friends upon the plan of his 
future life, grounded upon his own matured reflections & 
their previous considerations, that by this ceremony he 
may be brot to think it what it really is, an object y° most 
interesting to him. That his plan of future life may not 
be less a benefit to himself tlian useful to others ; not less 
honourable than pleasing to his friends, nor less calculated 
to improve his own importance, wealth, & understanding 
than hereafter to reward his virtue is ray sincere wish.* 

So much of my letter has been taken up with James 
that I have scarcely time or room to acquaint you with 
y" esteem & regard we entertain for Augusta.f As we 
have had more of the pleasure of her company upon this 
than upon any previous visit, her amiable and engaging 
behaviour has stampt upon us the raostagreable impres- 
sions. I think her deserving the affection & esteem of 
all her friends, particularly of her parents, as her appre- 
hensions & anxieties for their safety & welfare seemed 
to shut out enjoyment, & to make a greater impression 
upon her than upon any -other person I ever knew of her 
age. Sensibility, good sense, and discernment distinguish 
her, except in one point, ag" w""" she ought to be cau- 
tioned. The fear of growing fat induces her to make free 



» James B. Temple, second son of Sir John Temple, was hom Jnne T, 1776, ^rsdnated 
at Columbia College in 1795, entered the British armv, afterward sBBumed the name of 
Bowdoin, and died Oet 31, 1812. See Catalogue of Columbia College ; New Eng. HIbI. 
and Gen. Reg , vol. x. pp. T6, 78. — Ena. 

t Auguata, youngest child of Sir J"lin Temple, was horn about 1780, married William 
L. Palmer, and died Aug. 18, 1852. — Eds. 
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with magnsetia, acids, and other things of the kind w'^'' 
will not produce the effect for w""" she uses them, but 
must inevitably destroy her health. Augusta will un- 
doubtedly make an engaging, pretty woman if she does 
not tamper with things of the kind above mentioned. 
Withhold this part of my letter from her. 

Inclosed you have Grenville's letter to me, w'^'' I send 
you for your reading. The Marquis of Buckingham it 
seems puts the great man upon me & upon him. It is 
y' first, & it shall be y* last, letter I shall write him. It 
appears to me titles & fortune ill become a man who suf- 
fers empty pride to take hold of him. The time is fast 
approaching when meer haughty pretensions without 
something more than titles to support them will rather 
excite the ridicule & contempt than the honour & respect 
of mankind. 

Eemember me affectionately to Sir Jn% to James & 
Augusta, & believe me most sincerely yours. 

James Bowdoin. 

M" B. presents her best regards, & means to write to 

you by the first opp''. 



JAMES BOW.DOIN TO THE OVERSEERS OF BOWDOIN 
COLLEGE. 

Boston, June 27'", 1794. 
To THE Overseers & Corporation or Bowdoin College. 

Gentlemen, — The General Court having established 
a public seminary of learning in tlie District of Maine, 
for the purpose of diffusing literature and useful knowl- 
edge, whereby it may be reasonably expected that the 
seeds of science, deeply sown in the natural genius of its 
inhabitants, will soon be seen to blossom, to fructify, and 
to contribute to the general stock of scientific informa- 
tion in the United States, you, Gentlemen, being selected 
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for the honourable purpose of laying tlie first foundation 
of an institution upon the prosperity of which the future 
character, dignity, and prosperity of the District of Maine 
will materially depend ; however important the commis- 
sion, arduous the undertaking, or difficult the task, I have 
no doubt of your prudence, wisdom, and capacity to 
fullfill the trust committed to you; you'll permit me, 
however, to suggest that the honourable testimonial of 
respect paid in the establishment to the name, the char- 
acter, the talents, and virtues of my late father, must 
attach me in a peculiar degree to an institution in y' suc- 
cess of w""" I feel myself deeply interested. 

Bowdoin College shall receive the feeble aid of my en- 
deavours to promote its usefulness, interest, and welfare, 
and as a first step to the design, suffer me to say that as 
soon as you shall signify your acceptance by the votes of 
your respective bodies of the sura of one thousand dollars 
in specie, and of one thousand acres of land situated in 
the town of Bowdoin, to be disposed of in such way and 
manner as you shall deem best to subserve the designs 
of the institution, I stand ready to pay the said sum to 
whomsoever you shall direct to receive it, and to make y* 
necessary conveyance of the land as aforesaid. 

Wishing you every success in the important trust com- 
mitted to you, I have the honour, to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obed' & very hble. serv*. 

James Bowdoin. 



COMMITTEE OF THE OVERSEERS OF BOWDOIN COLLEGE 
TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Portland, December 27'^ 1794. 
Hon'ble James Bowdoin, Esq. 

Sir, — The Board of Overseers of Bowdoin College 
have the honor and satisfaction to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 27th of June last. On their 
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behalf we now transmit to you an attested copy of their 
vote by which they have accepted your free and gener- 
ous donation, and appointed the Hon'ble David Mitchell, 
Esqr., to receive it. 

As the only testimonial of their gratitude which is in 
their power to present we are charged to express to you 
their sincerest acknowledgements, both for the donation 
itself and the intimation of your future design to pro- 
mote the usefulness of the institution. 

We are happy, Sir, in the reflection that you have thus 
become an early and liberal patron to Bowdoin College, 
This will animate those who shall from time to time have 
the superintendency and management of it to co-operate 
with you, as far as their feeble efforts can extend, in your 
laudable intention to contribute to its character and dig- 
nity; and we anticipate with a high degree of confidence 
that under a government which depends upon the spread 
of knowledge for its support, the learned and wealthy 
part of the community will bestow upon it thdr smiles 
& patronage, so that it may soon and lastingly flourish 
under a name which has been so justly dear and valu- 
able to the friends of humanity & science. We rejoice 
that with this name the College has been honoured, 
and it affords us addititional pleasure to reflect that 
its patron is cloathed with the mantle of his father's 
virtues. 

We devoutly wish him every earthly felicity and an 
immortality in that bappy place where charity will re- 
ceive its complete reward. 

We have the honor to be, Sir, with profound respect, 
Your most hble, serv". 

Dan'l Davis, ^ A Committee of the 
Sam. Freeman, > Board of Overseers 
Elijah Kellogg, I of Bowdoin College. 
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GEORGE EEVING TO JAMES BOWDOIN* 

IX)NDON, the 1" of Augi, 1797. 

Mt dear Sir, — I had the pleasure of receiving your 
letter of the IS**" of March, by your nephew M' Ja' B. 
Temple. This o£ itself wou'd entitle him to my partic- 
ular attentions, but this added to the consideration o£ 
his other valuable connections and his own merits give 
hira an undoubted claim to my friendship & attachment. 
Be assured that I shall pay him every requisite friendly 
attention in my power. He appears to me to be a yonng 
man of the best hopes, very easy & pleasant in his tem- 
per, and by all that I can observe very discreet in the 
choice of his company, and well regulated in his general 
conduct. A few weeks ago he had expectations of pur- 
chasing a cornecy in the Dragoon Guards quarter'd in 
Ireland at upw^ of £500, but having been disappointed 
in this object, he has purchas'd an ensigncy in the SO**" 
Eeg' quartered in Jersey at £260. I own that this last 
step has given me much more pleasure than the former 
wou'd have done. He will be now at much less expence 
of money & constitution than he wou'd have been, and 
his promotions wilt go on easier and more rapidly. 

The whole publick attention seems directed to the 
negotiation now going on at Lisle between this court and 
the republick of France for a peace, and tho' the treaty 
has been open upwards of three weeks not a word has 
yet transpir'd from any good authority of what the terms 
are like to be. Every endeavour that ingenuity cou'd 
devise has been exerted in vain to penetrate into this 
most important secret. The mind is worried with con- 
jecture ; speculation is almost exhausted ; and men are 
left to a loose unbounded range of opinion. Some 
■wicked ones suppose that if there sh'd be a peace, it may 
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be litterally such an one as we read of, " that passes all 
understanding." The majority of opinions, however, is 
that the treaty will come to nought. They intimate 
that they have already seen serio-comic farces of this 
sort acted, and suppose that this, with a Httle change of 
dress and scenery, will have the same finale. But I, 
who am of the minority among the multitude, am of a 
different opinion. 1 think that the ministry are now 
sincere, and that the treaty will terminate in a peace, 
unless something very unforeseen sh'd turn up ; not that 
the animosity of the parties has in the least abated or 
that the voice of humanity is in the least attended to, but 
the exhaustion of strength which makes peace more a 
necessary than a desirable object. In short, it appears 
that the war must burn out for want of fuel. Those who 
give France the credit of singly withstanding almost all 
the powers in Europe, and at the same time maintain- 
ing a most ferocious & desolating civil war in the bowels 
of their country, and finally triumphing over all her 
enemies and establishing her new government upon a 
firm and perhaps immoveable basis, go too far. France 
did not stand forth singly, as is suggested, but had an 
ally more powerful than the whole union ; an ally that 
encreased in strength as the other parties grew languid, 
and is now in the fullest vigour when they are seemingly 
exhausted. You can be at no loss to perceive that this 
ally is our national debt. The enormous size that this 
has grown to calls on us most imperiously for peace. 
We have carried the war to as great an extent as our 
strength and situation will admit. Almost ail the dis- 
tant colonies of the French and Dutch are taken ; the 
trade of the Dutch, French, and Spaniards almost an- 
nihilated; and the principal ports of the three powers 
completely blockaded by our fleets. If the war shou'd be 
continu'd another year the question may be, What are 
we to get to compensate for the 42 mil" that must be ex- 
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pended in the course of it ? Why, Sir, carrying on war 
in this way is like pelting frogs with diamonds. I was 
one who always tho't, and do yet believe, that the terri- 
tory and property of every other description that we 
have taken has been obtain'd at double the price by the 
sword to what it might have been acquir'd at by direct 
purchase with money, to say nothing in the latter case of 
the abatement of human misery. I believe that had this 
court before it struck a blow offer'd 100 or 150 mil' for 
all that they have taken, the French wou'd have jump'd 
at the offer, and given a warrantee deed for the quiet 
possession, — till another war, at least. Whereas now on 
the settling of a peace, it is probable that a great part of 
what the sword has acquir'd will be restor'd. What is to 
follow after a peace, when the French are left in pos- 
session of such a large territory annex'd to their own 
immense country, and under a free government, is diffi- 
cult to say, I dare not even hazard a conjecture. The 
immagination is fill'd with conceptions of wonderful 
changes that must take place in the moral & political 
world in the course of another century in consequence of 
the astonishing revolutions of France & America- 

I am very happy to find by the last ace" from America 
that the Congress are adopting, in my opinion, the wisest 
step it can take to put an end to the dispute with France. 
America has undoubtedly had great provocation from all 
the powers at war, and such a.s might justify a different 
conduct on her part ; but the measures they are taking 
under all the given circumstances of things appear to 
be the wisest & best. Twenty or thirty years hence it 
may be the reverse. The plan of fitting out three or 
four frigates appears not a well digested measure; the 
expenee of such an armament, such as it is, will bear 
heavy on the publick purse, cause great murmuring & dis- 
, contents among the country members, greatly augment 
the national debt, increase the fermentation among the 
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parties, and in the end be of little utility to any but the 
chief executive in enabling hina to create influence by 
posts, jobs, and patronage, things always to he avoided 
in all governments if possible, but mostly so in republics. 
The best way might be, if compel'd to arm, to leave it to 
the trade who are the immediately injur'd party to make 
their own reprisals, and in their own way, by fitting out 
privateers to annoy the trade of their enemy. With such 
a vast hne of sea coast, such numbers of men, and with 
the faculty and means of building ships in every part of 
the union, such swarms of privateers may be sent to sea 
as soon to make a commercial nation sick of hostilities 
with you. If you consider what America did last war 
with her privateers, when most of her seaports were in 
possession of the English, and she laboor'd under almost 
every other disadvantage, you may better judge what 
under the improv'd circumstances of her situation she 
may now do. On the contrary, three or four frigates 
only as a national fleet of the second commercial power 
in the world for the defence & protection of its trade, 
might be a matter more of ridicule than of dread. 

My son is yet in France, and I begin to think will not 
return till the return of peace. Remember me very 
kindly to M" Bowdoin, and believe me, with great sin- 
cerity, d"' Sir, 

Your most faithful & obed' serv^ 

Geo. Ervikg. 



EOBEKT LISTON TO JOHN TEMPLE.* 

pHiLADELrHiA, 31 Marcli, 1798. 

Sir, — The affair of Captain Tucker, of his Majesty's 
sloop of war the Hunter, which took place at New York 
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during ray late excursion to the South, has given me 
■very serious concern ; and I think it proper to state to 
you my sentiments concerning the business fully, in the 
hopes of preventing if possible the recurrence of circum- 
stances of so disagreeable a nature in time to coine. 

An explanation appears to be the more necessary, as 
in your letter in which you give me some account of this 
matter you mention the probability that a complaint 
will be made on the subject to me or to his Majesty's 
Secretary of State (through the American envoy in 
London) ; whereas I have on the contrary thought myself 
called upon to make remonstrances to the American 
ministry here on the improper and offensive proceedings 
of the public officers at New York on this occasion. 

You are not unacquainted, Sir, with my general senti- 
ments respecting the forcible enrollment of American 
seamen on board of our men of war. I am decidedly 
of opinion that the King's naval officers ought not to 
impress the citizens of the T/nited States, and that if by 
accident any such citizens have been impressed they 
ought not to be detained on board. 

(One exception only occurs to me. It is when an 
American seaman has entered volimtarily into the King's 
service and received his Majesty's bounty. In that case, 
whatever doubt there may be of the wisdom or policy of 
such enlistments I think it clear that the captains- of our 
ships have a right to detain the person and to exact the 
services of the man so engaged.) 

But when it is known or suspected that real Americans 
are held by compulsion on board of the King's ships, by 
what means are they to be released ? 

Not (I answer) by means .of any legal proceedings 
under the authority of the government of Ihe country 
where the ships happen to be stationed. According to 
the custom of nations I conceive that ships of war are 
in some degree on the same footing with the houses of 
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ambassadors. No officer of justice can enter them with- 
out leave previously asked and obtained ; unless perhaps 
in extreme cases, such as that of a refusal to give up a 
criminal charged with murder or treason, cases which cer- 
tainly did not exist in the instance in question. 

There is also a respect and deference due to the persons 
of officers when they come on shore. In many countries 
of Europe they enjoy certain privileges and exemptions 
which are defined and established. 

Now what took place at New York appears to me to 
have been a faulty and mortifying disregard of the rules 
of propriety and decorum thus reciprocally observed 
among civilized nations. The issuing of the writ from 
the Mayor's Court against the commander of a British 
ship of war was an irregular proceeding of which Captain 
Tucker would have been justified in opposing the enforce- 
ment in whatever place it had been undertaken ; but the 
attempt to arrest him in his own ship, the threats em- 
ployed by the commandant of the fort on Governor's 
Island to prevent him from sailing (though the safety 
of the ship required it), the indecency of extorting from 
hira the King's commission (by way of security) were 
insults which he ought to have repelled at all hazards 
and by every means in his power. 

In my eyes, Sir, when a demand of the nature alluded 
to is to be made, the only proper channel from the mem- 
bers of the government which conceives itself injured to 
the commander of a British ship of war is through the 
medium of his Majesty's consuls or his minister in this 
country. Interposition on emergencies of this sort ap- 
pears to be one of the most useful branches of the duty 
of a consul or minister in America in the present crisis. 
It gives me pain therefore to observe that you did not 
view the matter in the same light; (if credit is to be 
given to what is stated by the sheriff in his deposition 
published in the newspapers, — that you declined any 
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interference whaiever upon the occasion, and said that he 
— {the sheriff — ) must proceed to the discharge of Ms duty, 
&c ;) and I flatter myself that what I have now hinted at 
with regard to the practice of other nations will convince 
you of the propriety of employing your good offices to 
prevent in future the civil magistrates of New York 
from having recourse to any process of law against the 
commanders of British ships. It is unnecessary to re- 
mark that the reception such an attempt might meet 
with from officers of a different temper from M' Tucker 
might possibly endanger the peace between the two 
countries. 

You say " You have m a-dh&rUy over British commanders; 
— that they are independeiit of yov. " — (I quote from the 
sheriff's printed deposition). The fact certainly is so: 
you cannot issue o)-ders ; j'ou cannot give directions. But 
I have no doubt that representations on your part woiild 
have the desired effect. From my own experience I can 
say that since my arrival in this country applications made 
by his Majesty's consuls in the different parts of the 
United States or by myself in fdvour of real American 
seamen have never in a single instance [when accompanied 
with authentick documents of citizenship) failed of success. I 
am confident therefore that had you made remonstrances 
in favour of the (supposed) American citizens in behalf of 
whom the writs were issued out of the Mayor's Court of 
New York, and had Captain Tucker released them in 
compliance with what you had represented (always sup- 
posing that there were irrefragable proofs of the reality 
of the rights of the parties claiming) Admiral Vandeput 
would have confirmed and approved what he had done : 
whereas I am afraid that neither he nor any other 
British officer of real spirit can think of what actually 
took place without feeling a considerable degree of 
mortification. 

To prevent any possibility of a mistake with regard to 
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my meaning when I speak of the privileges of the offi- 
cers of the navy and the respect due to them in for- 
eign countries, I beg leave to state that 1 principally 
allude to what concerns the exercise of their publick 
duty (such for instance as their refusal to give up desert- 
ers or liberate volunteers, &c.); and that 1 do not pretend 
to insinuate that they are not subject to the laws of the 
country in what regards their private conduct when on 
shore. 

Again, when I express my confident opinion that the 
Admiral commanding on this station will approve of the 
restitution of American dikcns on your representation, 
when that representation is accompanied with saUsfactory 
documents, I think it right to repeat what I have said on 
former occasions on this subject. By citizens I under- 
stand those only who are natives of this country or who 
were settled in it previous to the recognition of independ- 
ence. And the docitmeiUs I allude to are not the papers 
usually called protections, or the certificates granted by the 
collectors of the customs in conformity to the circular 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury of July, 1796, 
These papers are so loose and vagne in their terms, and 
the frauds committed with regard to them are so frequent 
and so scandalous, that the Lords of the Admiralty have 
authorized the commanders of his Majesty's ships of war 
to refuse paying any attention to them when they are 
unaccompanied with other proofs. Your interference 
therefore in favour of American seamen is justifiable 
only in cases where such evidence of birth or residence 
is produced as leaves no doubt on your own mind of the 
bona fide right of the claimant. 

I remain with perfect truth and regard, Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant. 

Rob. Liston. 

SiK JoBK Temflk, Babt. 
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PEEESON BOWDOIN TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

HoBFOLK, Virginia, March 30*, 1800. 
James Bowdoin, EaqB. 

D' Sir, — You may perhaps be surpris'd at receiving 
a letter from a person so little known, or perhaps totally 
unknown, but as a relative & a quondam acquaint- 
ance of your deceas'd father, am embolden'd to address 
you on a subject of the first importance to me, no less 
than the education of a child. Without farther preface 
therefor you'll permit me to inform you that I have a 
son about 13 years of age, who has been at school from 
an early period to this time, & his tutor, who is a very 
worthy clergyman, tells me that the rudiments of letters 
& science are well laid, that he is a boy of some genius, 
& I can venture to say of a most amiable disposition ; 
he is now reading Horace & Greek, but his present tutor 
being about to quit that line of life, & there being no 
seminary in this State that entirely meets my appro- 
bation, am at a loss as to the sequel of his education. 
From the establish'd character of the College at Cam- 
bridge, not only as to education, but what I deem of 
stil! greater consequence the attention paid to the morals 
of the students, have it in contemplation to send my son 
there, tho' there is one circumstance you'll permit me 
to mention, that is, that at the seminaries generally 
throughout New England an idea prevails here that the 
students have not the priviledge of attending the place 
of worship to which they have been us'd, but are con- 
fin'd to a particular one, tho' this is so repugnant to 
that liberty of conscience for which we all contend that 
I cannot suppose that such is the fact. Tou'U therefor 
permit me to ask the favor of you to give me a par- 
ticular account of the College, at what age or at what 
stage of education boys are admitted, or if there is 
any school in which they may so far complete their 
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education as to capacitate them for the College, also 
the expence attendant, & any further information you 
may judge necessary & should you on the whole rec- 
ommend sending my son there, believe I shall do so, 
& perhaps may accompany him myself, fts I am very 
desirous of once more seeing my friends in Boston, in 
which case, as it is such a distance from me, may I hope 
that you will be good enough to take my son under your 
patronage. I thought it necessary to be thus particular 
as to his age & progress in learning that you might the 
better judge how far he might be qualify'd for a college. 

If your mother is living, please present my most re- 
spectful compliments, also to your sister,* who I presume 
is in Boston since the death of her husband, likewise to 
your lady tho' to her unknown. Hope you'll excuse this 
freedom & favor me with an answer as soon as may be. 

With sentiments of perfect esteem, 

I am, d' sir, yr. m" obtl'. 

PREESON BOWDOIN. 



GEORGE ERVING TO JAMES BOTTDOm. 

London, 10 Oct", 1800. 

Dear Sir, — I had the pleasure of writing to you 
on the 6"" ult" by the Diana. I now enclose you M' 
Wright's bill k rec' for certain books, and Cap' Knox'a 
rec' for a box contain* them. As you left the choice of 
the books to me, I was considerably puzzl'd in selecting 
such as I tho't you may not have seen, and that were at 
once instructive & entertaining, and it will be a pleasure 
to me to hear that I have thus far succeeded. You will 
see by the amount of the bill that I have not yet half 
fulfill'd your commission. By the next I may go a little 
further, and at last perhaps leave a part for any particu- 
lar directions you may wish to send. The Machiavel was 

• The widow of Sir John Temple. — Eds. 
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the very best I cou'd find ; it has become rather a scarce 
book, nor is it likely there will soon be a new edition. 
The Embassy to Arva is quite new, and opens to us 
a commnnication with a country of vast extent & popu- 
lation, and susceptible of many valuable branches of 
commercial intercourse. The travels of Sonnini in Egypt 
are thot to contain the best account of that interesting 
country that has been publish'd by any modern traveller ; 
and setting aside a little of the light frippery of the 
Frenchmen, he seems to be more of a scientific, philo- 
sophick traveller than is commonly to be met with. 
The Life of Catharine, if you have never before, may 
afford you very considerable information & entertain- 
ment, and what must be very gratifying to the reader, 
it is sLippos'd to be in all material points strictly authen- 
tick. Gray's Poems, you have doubtless seen, and re- 
printed them upon your memory. I send them only as 
a specimen of the neatness & ellegance to which we have 
arriv'd in the manufacture of paper and types. Char- 
chard's map is an exact copy of the great one, on a 
reduc'd scale. 

Sir Grenville & Lady Temple and the Cap* came to 
town a few days ago from Cheltenham, and appear to be 
in perfect health. In a letter which I wrote the other 
day to y" sister Lady Temple I acquainted her that James 
was like to succeed in the exchange he was then negotiatr 
ing into the 65*'', but am sorry now to say that he has 
been disappointed. He is, however, very sharply on the 
lookout, and may by and by find a favorable opportunity. 
He may probably write you by this conveyance, and be 
more explicit on this subject. 

You will soon hear that the American Com" have at 
length settl'd preliminaries of a treaty of amity & com- 
merce with the French Republick. What the articles 
are has not yet transpir'd. If they contain a renewal 
of the old treaty, it, in my opinion, will produce hostili- 
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ties between this country & America, unless this country 
sh'd make peace with France. There has been a kind 
of negotiation carrying on lately between us & France ; 
and hopes were at one time pretty elate that it might be 
brot to a favorable issue. These hopes are now over, for 
the negotiation is at an end, and no prospect of speedily 
renewing it. So, if the war is to go on, it must neces- 
sarily involve America. They of course will open their 
trade with France and her colonies under the rights 
of her treaty; their ships will be taken by British cruisers 
going into French ports, and this may unhappily bring 
on a rupture. 

Remember me very kindly to M" Bowdoin, and be- 
lieve me to be very truly, d' Sir, 

Your very faithful & obed* 

Geo. Eeving. 



HENRY DEARBORN TO JAMES BOWDOIN,* 

Washington, March 3'^, 1802. 
Dear Sir, — The question on the repeal of the judi- 
ciary sistem of the last session of Congress was this 
afternoon taken on the third reading of the bill by yeas 
& nays; in favour of the repeal 59, against it 32. Very 
few subjects have taken up so much time in Congress as 
this, the arguments have been nnusually lengthy & de- 
sultry, the opposition gentlemen have paid less respect 
to decency, perticularly as respects the President, than 
has ever been known heretofore, many of them appeared 
to take perticular pains to go out of their way for the 

• Gen. Henry Dearborn was born in North Hampton, N. H., Feb. 23, 17SI, and died at 
RoxbDTj June 6, 1S2S. On the breaking out of hostilities with the molber country he 
joined the army and served with credit through the war. In 1789 he was appointed United 
Slates Marehaf for Maine ; and from 1793 to 1797 he was a member of Congress. In 1801 
he was appointed by J«ffer"on Secretary of War; this office he filltd throngh l>oth of Jef- 
ferson's administrations. From 1809 to I81S he was collector of the port of Baston, In 
which office he succeeded General Lincoln. From 1822 to 1324 he nas minister to Portugai. 
After tlie death of bis first wife he married the widow of Mr. Bowdoin. See Applaton'a 
Cjclopiedia of American Biographj-, vol. ii, p. 117. — Edb- 
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purpose of treating the President not only with disre- 
spect but to charge him with almost every kind of mis- 
conduct in direct termes. In fact they seem to have lost 
all sence of common decency, they afFeet to believe that 
the Constitution is totally distroy'd and make strong in- 
sinuations that an insurrection & civil war will be the 
result. Indeed if we are to judge of their wishes & inten- 
tions by the language they have used in debate, we must 
presume that every means in their power will be used to 
produce a serious opposition to the measures of govern- 
ment. I have been the most astonished at the conduct 
of the gentlemen from Massachusetts, knowing, as they 
and every other person of any information in the State 
must know, what has been the settled and uniform opin- 
nion there on a subject precisely similar, which has been 
fully considered both by the Legislature and by the judges 
of all our courts, having been discussed almost every ses- 
sion of the Gen' Court for ten or twelve years past, and 
with all the heat, zeal, & party feelings which the dif- 
ferent proposed sistims for doing away the Courts of 
Common Pleas have produced, not a single man ever 
appeared to doubt of the constitutional right to remove 
the offices of those judges who hold their places during 
good behavior, or in other words by the same tenure that 
the judges of the Inferior Courts of the United States 
hold their places, and yet when Congress attempt to 
do what the Gen' Court of Massachusetts had a right 
to do, as agreed to on all hands, it is nothing short of 
a most violent attack on the very existence of the Con- 
stitution. Docf Eustis in debate yesterday expressed an 
oppinnion fully in favour of the constitutionality of the 
measure but has perhaps some doubts as to the expedi- 
ency, (there is some reason to suspect that he will have 
doubts on several important measures which will prob- 
ably be decided on in the course of the present ses- 
sion). He has a great deal more prudence than I had 
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heretofore given him credit for as a politician. (But 
this in confidence.) 

Please to present my most respectfull compliments to 
M" Bowdoin, and believe me to be, with sentiments of the 
highest esteem and respect, 

Sir, your obed* hum' serv*. 

H. Deap.born'. 
HoNBL James Bowdoin. 



HENRY DEARBORN TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Wasbikgtos, April 10'^, 1802. 
Dear Sir, — I have been honoured with your letter of 
the 20"' lilt". The Secretary of the Treasury informs me 
that the information you wish relating to exports cannot 
be given with sufficient accuracy but by a collection of 
materials from voluminous documents wlileh he will have 
prepared for you as soon as the present press of business 
abates. I shall not neglect to remind him of the propri- 
ety of furnishing the whole of the information you de- 
sired, and as soon as I can obtain it no time shall be lost 
in transmitting it. There is reason to believe that our 
friend E,* is sensible of the effect his conduct has had on 
the minds of his friends, and I hope it will serve to pre- 
vent a repetition of similar conduct. The leading char- 
acters among the fede' appear to have abandoned every 
idea of any thing like a compromise^ n,nd consiquently 
are to be considered as open & avowed enimies; they ap- 
pear to rely principally on writing down (as they term it) 
the present administration through the channell of their 
newspapers. The industrious and unremitting application 
of the tallants they possess, may, in a country like this, 
where newspapers are so generally circulated, produce 

* WLtliam Eustia; when this letter wss written, & member of the House of Bepresenta- 
tires from Massachuaetts. He succeeded Dearborn as Secretary of War on the inangnra- 
tlon of Madison. — Eds. 
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very important effects, unless eaqual industry is used on 
the opposite side. The inveterate and indecent conduct 
of the opposition members & their partizans has very 
much the appearance of despair. The convultions they 
had predicted as the effect of the repeal of the judiciary 
sistem have not yet been produced, and there is reason to 
believe that they now despair of any considerable aid 
from that source. They are fully aware of the popularity 
which will result from economy & a diminution of taxes, 
and of cours will make every exertion in their power to 
counteract the effects they so much dread. From the 
various accounts we receive from Massachusetts relative 
to the election we are at a loss in forming an oppinnion 
on the result, biit the most prevailing sentiment here is, 
that M' Strong will be re-elected by a considerable ma- 
jority, that in the Senate the Republicans will prevail, 
and that the House will be better than the last ; but we 
entertain strong doubts of a Republican majority in Bos- 
ton. We are in an anxious state of suspense, but expect 
soon to be relieved. It is most devoutly hoped by all 
our Republican friends now at this place that our Gen'* & 
his friends will hereafter consent to a change in the can- 
didate for L* Gov'. There ciin be no remaining doubt in 
the minds of men of information, but that a change from 
our Gen' to M' B. would produce a very important effect 
on the election, nothing but a fear of dividing the Re- 
publican interest has prevented the change above alluded 
to the two last elections. I am not convinced that the 
candidate for Gov' has, or can, command as many votes 
as another gentleman of my aquaintance would if set 
up. We have not yet received any information to be 
relied on respecting the New Hampshire election ; the 
accounts in the different papers are so various that we 
can only conjecture that Gilman is re-elected. 

• Gen.Williflm Heath was for se' 
Governor, and was elected in 1306, t 
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le, Sir, to tender ray most respectfull compliments 
to M" Bowdoin; and accept the asBura,nce9 of my most 
respectfull esteem. ^ DEAmoBH. 

P. S. Sir, 1 herewith enclose a newspaper published 
in this city, in which you will see a piece addressed to 
M' Bayard. This piece has placed M' B. in a very un- 
pleasant situation ; he appears to feel it very sensibly ; 
the writer is a man of tallent & respectability, who has 
more rods prepared if M' B. should venture to take the 
field. 
HoN"'-^ James Bowdoin. 



HENEY DEARBORN TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 
'' Washington, April 20"", 1802. 

Dear Sir, — I have made a collection of such printed 
& other documents as have come to my knowledge, and 
if I hereafter find any others which appertain to your 
requisition, I will with great pleasure forward them ; no 
expence has, or will accrue in the collection or forwarding 
of those papers. 

The Republicans appear to have met with not only a 
defeat, but an overthrow in Boston ; we have yet no 
means of accounting for so great a failing off. I hope 
the effect will be such as it should be, that of increased 
animation and vigorous exertions on the part of the Re- 
publicans. I should presume that pride of corps must 
come in aid to the other feelings of the Republicans, and 
that from a combination of motives & feelings they must 
be roused to the greatest exertions. Brave soldiers (es- 
pecially when engaged in the cause of virtue) never fail 
of deriving fresh vigor from a partial defeat. I hope 
that M' G. nor our G',* will be again considered as candi- 
dates; their having been so often, not only beaten but 

didate tor Governor, and Gen. William Heath 
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distanced, I should presume will prevent their being run 
again soon. A British Act of Parliament was yesterday 
received, authorising the King to suspend the opperation 
of the Act passed in 1797 establishing what they call 
countervailing duties, in part or in whole, for the term 
of one year ; the unreasonableness of those duties were 
such, that a single reprise ntation on our part has pro- 
duced the present Act. And if Congress shall think 
proper to pass the bill proposed in the early part of the 
present session on that subject, the President will un- 
doubtedly be able to make such arrangements with the 
British government as will place our navigation on a 
much better footing than it has been placed in by the 
British treaty ; the British government at no time since 
our revolution has discovered so friendly a disposition 
towards this country as they do at present. It is evident 
that they are at last convinced that such a friendly inter- 
course with this country as will secure a great part of 
our trade is in a considerable degree essential to their 
own existance as a great & powerfull nation. With wise 
& prudent management on our part there is very little 
doubt but we shall be able to enter into such amicable 
stipulations relating to commerce as the fair principles of 
real reciprocity would dictate. So favourable an oppur- 
tunity will not be neglected. No persons in America can 
consider the importance of our navigation and commerce 
in a higher point of view than the President & Secretary 
of- State do ; no exertions on their part will be wanting 
for placing it on the most advantageous footing. 

Please, Sir, to tender my most respectfull compliments 
to M" Bowdoin, and believe me to be with esteem, 
Your obed* hum' serv*. 

H. Deabborn. 

P. S. I shall probably send the papers by Col. Hitch- 
burn or Gen' Hull. H, D. 
HoN^"-^ James Bowdoin. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO HENBY DEAEBOUN. 

[Apnl, 1802.] 
The Hon^'-^ Gen"- Dearborn. 

D' Sir, — I am to acknowledge y" rec' of y' much 
esteemed favours of j^ 10"" & 20"" instant, v/"'', owing 
to y" new regulations in y^ post office, I rec"* within 48 
hours of each other. The events of j" late election here 
& y' measures leading thereto abundantly prove that 
a systemized opposition to M'' J.'s administration has 
been agreed upon & will be unrelentingly pursued under 
all y" rancour which the times & circumstances will 
allow ; and I hold with you in y* opinion that further 
attempts at a compromise will prove fruitless & will con- 
tinue to be treated with inattention, if not with contempt. 
I am however far from thinking that y* system of mod- 
eration & forbearance ought yet to be relinquished ; not 
for the sake of y" leaders nor their imeadiate coadjutors, 
but in order to lead y* people more effectually to co- 
operate with y* administration ; who, I conceive, are not 
yet sufficiently habituated to y^ constitution to draw a 
proper line between y* respect due to the administration 
& y" support of a decent & respectful opposition, w* 
must be expected, is useful, & ought to be allowed. 
Whether I am placed in a proper situation to see y" mo- 
tives or to judge of the conduct of the opposition I can- 
not say : I hope they mean nothing more than a change 
of men ; and if that is all there is little chance of their 
ultimate success. For however they may agree in an 
opposition to y* present administration, y* party although 
now coalesced is still made up of incoherent parts, which 
will become y" more observable as y' period approaches 
when it shall be required for them to form their govern- 
ment & to satisfy y" interfering claims for office: who 
will be sett np for their President ? shall it be A — ? No : 
more than half their party already disclaim hiui : shall it 
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be H — ? no ; they say, he is volatile & wants both dignity 
& character : shall it be P — ? no : he is said to want in- 
fluence in the Southern States, is not known in y* North- 
ern, and they strongly suspect his talents.* Conceive then 
forming their administration and agreeing upon their 
men ! — the difficulties to be overcome, the jarring inter- 
ests to be reconciled, the disappointments to be smoth- 
ered ! in short, review their situation and there can be 
little ground for apprehension from their exertions. Had 
I an opinion to give, I sh'^ say, Let y" present adminlstra- 
tiqn be true to itself & pursue y* manly, disinterested pol- 
icy which has hitherto marked its progress, regardless of 
newspaper invectives & trusting to public support from 
measures flowing from upright views to y" public welfare ; 
and in my opinion, opposition will be finally obliged to 
hide its head & shrink before an acknowledged superi- 
ority. I have been thus particular & lengthy to shew 
you that altho we have failed in carrying our point in 
this State, that we neither fear nor despond, but like 
good soldiers shall keep y* field, rally our forces & hope 
for victory. 

With respect to y* commercial part of your letter, I 
must confess, I view the proposition of y* British govern- 
ment as little short of an insidious attempt to procure 
another concession in favour of her unjust system of 
commercial regulations. The proposition, unless it goes 
further than what appears by your letter, notwithstand. 
y* suggestions of y' English opposition news papers, w'* I 
consider in no other light than as decoys to allure our 
government into an unadvised measure, ought not to be 
too suddenly met, but on y" contrary to excite doubt & 
distrust of y" contemplated arrangement. The English 
taking off their countervailing duties are in my opinion 

• The three mSE indicated by initiala were John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, and 
Charles C. Pinckney. In the election for President in IB04 Mr. Adams was not a can- 
didate; Hamilton had been killed a Sev montha before j and Finckney received 11 votes 
to 103 cast for Jeaorsoii, — Eua. 
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of little consequence as they effect y" employment o£ 
our vessells ; G. Britain has no right to expect to be 
y* carriers of a greater proportion of our produce than 
what she consumes of it, which in y' principal articles of 
tobacco & rice would not employ more than ten thousand 
tons of shipping ; her consumption of tobacco being 
about 11,000 hogsheads annually, & of rice about 16,000 
tierces : and even the shipping thus employed might be 
compelled to be dead freighted upon their voyage out- 
ward to y" United States by taking off y" tonnage duty 
upon American vessells & retaining it upon foreign 
vessells, w"'', if allowable by y" treaty, before the expira- 
tion of two years w"^ effectually correct y" disadvantages 
of y" countervailing duties. It is by her monopoly of our 
internal trade that she is enabled to make her ports 
y* emporium of our principal productions: viz : of rice, 
tobacco, indigo & lately cotton, w*"" w'^'' she has been en- 
abled to supply Europe in time of peace at a cheaper 
rate than we c'* ship y^ same articles direct in our own 
bottoms. This circumstance has arisen from y" great 
profits of our retail trade, w'^'" has given to her factors the 
command of our exports, who determine their value and 
by selling y* market price a little above y* cash value, w""" 
they indemnify in y^ sale of their European commodities. 



HENRY DEARBORN TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Washington, July 10"', 1802. 
Dear Sik, — My having been called to some distance 
from this place on public business, and being now about 
seting out again on an other toure, I have been less at 
leisure than usual, which I beg you to acept as an excuse 
for my not writing oftener. Edwards is one of the com- 
missioners according to your wish ; Judge Daws is also 
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one, his appointment resulted from what M' Lincoln & 
myself considered iisefull policy. You know what influ- 
ence his father has among the mechanic interest in town, 
and what an effect the noticeing his favourite son may 
have on the father ; unconnected with any pohtical 
motive, I presume that he will be considered as a suitable 
charactor for such an appointment. Sam' Brown, Jon* L. 
Austin, Joseph Blake & Sam' Allen Otia are the other 
commissioners for Boston. 

Any of your observations. Sir, on any subject will be 
gratefully received, and especially on the subject you 
allude to in your favour of the 12"' ult". If there are 
any other documents you wish which I can procure, I 
shall with great pleasure attend , to any request which 
you may please to make on that score. It would seem 
that your Gov' at last begins to suspect that the ship 
in which he has been imbarked is about going ashore, 
and that he is prepareing to disembark ; M'' Elsworth of 
Connecticut appears to be taking the same course. I 
have no doubt but they despair of keeping the old ship 
afloat. I suspect that the warm Fed' in your quarter are 
at a loss in determining how to treat the Govt's late con- 
duct; pray, Sir, will you be so obliging as to inform me 
what sort of a character the Surveyor of your port, M'. 
Melvil, is, and what has been his general political con- 
duct. By the papers it appears that no choice has yet 
been made in the lower district in Maine of a representa- 
tive. There appears to have been but very few votes the 
last ti-ial, from which it may be presumed that party 
spirit has subsided, or that the people have run so many 
races as to have got out of breath. The question which 
seems most to interest the public mind, is whether or 
not, the French are to take possession of the Floridas 
and Louisiana; that subject is still enveloped in thick 
darkness, no satisfactory information has yet been ob- 
tained on tliat subject. It is hoped that if no other 
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means could open the eyes of the French government 
that the remarks of Lord Hawksburj in Parlement will 
have the effect ; they must be convinced that the measure, 
if taken with any unfriendly view towards this country, 
must have a direct & strong tendency to produce a con- 
nection between this country & Great Britain wliich 
would be very formidable to France. She must be senci- 
ble that a close connection between this country & Eng- 
land would ultimately be the most powerfuil combination 
which she can have to fear; but I suspect that Boneparte 
has been for some time past so deeply ingaged in organ- 
izing his scheeras of ambition that he has paid but little 
attention to more remote objects. There is reason to 
beUeve that Great Britain would have no objection to 
recommence the war immediately, if we would ingage 
to oppose the French in taking possession of Louisiana in 
a way that would with certainty involve us in the war. 
There is reason to believe that Le Clerk, Commander in 
Chief at St. Domingo, is useing all the means in bis 
power to divert the attention of his government from 
bis own misconduct by raising suspicions against our 
government; he probably calculates upon his connection 
with the first Consul as a powerfuil aid in exculpating 
himself & attaching blame to this country. All proper 
means will be used to counteract any improper views he 
may have relative to us. 

Although the spring was backward and we have lately 
had more rain than the farmers wish, yet there was never 
a finer prospect of crops. 

Please to present my most respectfuU compliments to 
M" Bowdoin, and believe me to be, Sir, with respectful! 
esteem, 

Your hum' serv*. 

H. Dearborn. 

Hon"'- James Bowdois. 
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HENEZ DEARBORN TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Washington Nov 13*, 1804. 

Dear Sir, — I am confident that the Court o£ Madrid 
will not be as agreable to yoa as that of London.* I 
hope, however, that you will not decline accepting an 
appointment at the former Court, the offer of which you 
will receive in the course of a few days. The Pros' of 
the XJ. S. has nominated you this day as minister to the 
Court of Madrid, and I presiune there can be no doubt 
of the concurence of the Senate. Your friend George 
W. Brying, now in London, is proposed as Secretary of 
Legation. His emoluments will be small, but it will be 
concidered as an introduction into the diplomatic corps, 
in which situation I think he will in due time make a 
conspicuous figure. It will, I presume, be necessary for 
you to visit the seat of government soon after you shall 
have been officially natified of your appointment, which 
notice you will probably receive in the course of fifteen or 
twenty days after this reaches you & perhaps sooner. 

Please to present my best respects to M" Bowdoin, & 
believe me to be, with the highest esteem, Sir, 

Your obed' hum^ serv*. 

Ho«- James Bowdoin. H. DeAEBORN. 

• Among the BowdoiQ and Temple Papers 1b the rough draught of it letter from Bow- 
doin to Dearborn, dated Dec. 28, 1802, in which he writes: "A particular friend of yours 
has lately been acquainted that M' King nas likely to be soon recalled; how far itw^ coiU' 
port with the honor tb interest of your friend to be named his successor I submit to 3-ouir 
consideration." " If it could he done without involving the propriety of your own conduct 
or that of Mr. Jefferson's, permit me to authorize you to mention my name to Pres' J. 
as a successor to Mr. King." Under date of Jan. 9, 18l)3, Dearborn replied : " The subject 
of your confldentiai letter had been anticipated. I took the liberty of introducing the sub- 
ject more than two months since, and have had several conferences relativa thereto, and with 
such appearance of success that I had expected soon tn have been permitted to sound your 
inclinations on the aubjecl, but from recent unforeseen occurrences it becomes neiessary to 
have recourae to measures which may produce a temporary derangement of melisurei 
heretofore contemplated, which you will probably hear more of soon, hut unless the cti^ 
cumstanees above alluded to should materially interfere with the common course of arrange- 
ments relative to foreign relations, I shall have strong hopes of being able to succeed 
in the measures I had contemplated, and you may rest assured. Sir, that nothing is nearer 
my heart than (he success above alluded to." Here tlte matter apparently rested for nearly 
two years. — Eua, 
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HEITEY DEARBORN TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Washingtos, March 13'^, 1805. 

Dear Sik, — I should not have delay'd an answer to 
your letter of the 21"' ult° had I not been advised by the 
President, to whoom I shew it, to pospone my answer 
until your reply to Jr Madison's letter should arrive. 
Yesterday M' Madison informed me that he had received 
your reply, and alwo what would be the outlines of his 
answer, altho your journey to this place will be dispensed 
with, unless you can find it convenient to perform it, I 
know it would be by the President & by M' Madison con- 
cidered an unfortunate circumstance tliat they should not 
have a personal interview with you previous to your de- 
parture for Europe. I will take the liberty of suggesting 
to you a passage from Providence by water, in one of the 
packets of that place ; the accommodations of those pack- 
ets ate so good, that in April I should presume a passage 
in that way would he not more unpleasant, expencive, or 
tedious (in point of time) than a journey by land. Hav- 
ing recollected that you will not probably be allowed any 
pay or emolument for a private secretary in addition to 
the pay of the Secretary of Legation, and having on far- 
ther reflection in some measure changed my opinnion as 
to the propriety of my son's * going to Europe, you will 
please to concider my application to you on that subject 
as though it had not been made, and make such arrange- 
ments relating to any other person as will be most agre- 
able to you. My son has not yet complected that part of 
his education which relates to his intended pursuit in life, 
on which he must principally depend for a livelihood, viz., 
the practice of the law ; he is now twenty two years of 
age, and I fear that his going to Europe would not only be 
a sacrifice of his time, but might in some degree unfit him 
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for an industrious pursuit of his business after his return. 
He is anxious to go for one or two years, but I hope I 
shall be able to convince him that it will be more for his 
interest to remain at home ; he has a strong passion for 
general information, and is a close student, free from any 
vices, and I fear that a trip to Europe may detach his 
mind from such a close pursuit of that kind of informa- 
tion which will be most essential for a young man who 
must depend on his own industry for making his way 
through life as will be injurious to him. 

Please to present my most respectfull compliments to 
M" Eowdoin, and accept the tender of my most sincere 
esteem & respect. 

H. Dearborn. 

P. S. If after my son shall have corapleeted his edu- 
cation, he should discover a strong desire for visting some 
part of Europe before he sets down to business, I may be 
induced to take the liberty of soliciting your patronitge 
for him for a short time. H. D. 

How much longer I shall be obliged to solicit your 
indulgence on the score of the demand you have against 
me, is uncertain ; had I not have been obliged when last 
at Kennebeck to pay upwards of 11700, to avoid two 
tedious lawsuits, which could not have been mannaged 
to advantage in my absence, I had contemplated paying 
the only demand which remained against me. The dis- 
putes above alluded to related to bounderies of land in 
Monmouth. H. D. 

HoN=^ James Bowdoin. 

JAMES MADISON TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Dep't op State, WAseiNGTON', Mar. 14, 1805. 

Sir, — Tour letter of the 28'" of Feb^ has been duly 
received. The continuance of your infirm health is sin- 
cerely regretted on personal as well as on public consid- 
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erations; the latter of which give some importance to a 
visit from you here previous to your departure for Spain. 
The President nevertheless readily acquiesces in dispensing 
with such a visit in case the obstacles to it should not be 
removed ; persuaded that if they should be removed, we 
shall have the pleasure of seeing you about the time inti- 
mated in my last. As soon as the point shall be finally 
decided that it will not be in your power to under[take?] 
the journey you will oblige me by an intimation of it; 
and by adding to it the time of your expected departure 
for Spain. There will be an advantage in postponing aa 
long as will consist therewith the instructions to be for- 
warded to you, in order to accommodate them to the latest 
state of things transmitted from Madrid. As yet we have 
not heard of the arrival of M' Monroe, nor anything from 
him since he left Rotterdam about the middle of October. 
With my best wishes, I remain, Sir, with great respeet 
and consideration, 

Your most obed' serv*. 

James Madison. 

Jambs Bowdoin, Esq'. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING.* 

Boston, April B*, 1805. 
Ghorgb W. Erving EsQ^ 

Mt dear Sir, — ... The fact is I have been ex- 
tremely unwell the whole winter; so much so that alth6 
I expected to have rec'* my instructions at Washington^ 
yet the President has within a few days, rather than 
accept ray resignation, dispensed with my taking a jour- 
ney there. It is owing to this circumstance that I have 
not written to you, altho I have desired M"' Winthrop to 
state to you my situation from time to time relative 
to the appointm* & it is only since y" 22'^ ult" that my 
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acceptance has been finally determined. My health is 
now very indifferent, & was it not that I expect to derive 
benefit from the sea voyage, I sh^ at all hazards decline 
the appointment on ace" of my health. I have at length 
concluded to take passage with M" Bowdoin, my neice,* 
& young George Sullivan, t the son of y' Judge, as my 
private secretary, for S' Andero in Spain, The ship on 
w""" we shall embark is called y^ Baltic commanded by 
Cap* Geo. F. Blunt, & we calculate to sail from hence on 
or before the lO^*" of May, certainly as soon as the tenth. 
~As I intend taking with me a chariot & coachee I can fur- 
nish you with a place in the latter, to proceed with Sarah 
& M' Geo. Sullivan from S' Andero' to Madrid, I hope I 
shall not be disappointed in this arrangement & that yoii 
will meet me at S' Andero at the time of my arrival there. 
Please to favour me with a few lines from you in case It 
sh* not prove convenient to meet me there. A house- 
keeper, a lady's waiting maid, & a man servant are the 
only serv** I take from this country ; and I could wish 
that in case you can procure me a cleaver, honest, & intel- 
ligent servant, such a one as you think that I shall want, 
without being too expensive, I sh'? be much obliged to 
you. I shall depend upon finding a coachman & foot- 
man at Madrid. 1 shall be obliged to you also to ascer- 
tain from M' Munroe what will be the best method to 
procure a house, furniture, & other conveniences for 
the reputable establishment of my family at Madrid, & 
whether he c'' recommend me to a confidential person to 
advise with upon this subiect. I take it for granted that 
you will not omit the fullest enquiries on the subject of our 
mission ; what negoclations are concluded or are actually 
pending between the two governments; what principal 

• Sarah Bowdoin Winthrop, ddughter of Hon. ThomoB L. Winthrop. She was bom 
Jan. 3, 1788, was married to George Snllivati Jan. 26, 1809, and died in 18G4. -Eds. 

t Tonngest son of Hon. James Sullivan. He was bom Feb. 23, 1783, (iraduated at 
Harrarcl Collego in 1801, and died in Pan, France, Dec. 16, 1866. See H. E. Hist, and 
Gen. Reg,, vol. xis. p. 306 ; Boston Rec. Com, Hep., Tol. ixx. p. 2T0. — Eds, ' 
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characters at Msiclrid are friendly or hostile to our nego- 
ciations ; and particularly what line of conduct ought to 
be generally observed or specially pursued by the Ameri- 
can minister to forward the interests of y^ United States. 
I wish you also to ascertain the best mercantile houses or 
bankers at Madrid in whose hands may be deposited in 
safety any monies we may not have an immediate use for. 
My instcuctions & dispatches I have not yet rec''; what 
letters of introduction will accompany them I know not. 
By my last letters from M'^ Madison, governm* had not 
heard from M' Mimroe since Oct" last, when he was in 
Holland ; so that I expect my instructions will very much 
depend upon what Las' been effected by bis special mission. 
As people here seem to have no acquaintances at Madrid, 
I think it will be necessary for you to procure letters of 
introduction for yourself at least to some principal persona 
there : for my own part I expect but few letters, & I am 
apprehensive that those will be to persons of little conse- 
quence. Being much oppressed with business, I must con- 
clude with repeating to you that I shall expect to see you 
at S' Andero upon my arrival there, if you can conven- 
iently do it. Give my best respects to your father, & 
acquaint him that it will give nie the greatest pleasure to 
see him at Madrid, sh'* he think of taking a journey there. 
M"B. & Sarah desire to he remembered to yon. 

Believe me always very sincerely yours, &c'. 

James Bowdoin. 



THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Washington, Apr. 27, Oo. 
Deak Sir, — Your favor of Mar. 25 has been duly 
recieved. I regret that the state of your health renders 
a visit to this place unadvisable. Besides the gratifica- 
tion we should have felt from personal considerations, the 
perusal of the correspondences for some time back with 
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the goveraments of Europe most interesting to us, by 
putting you in possession of the actual state of things 
between us, ■would have enabled jou to act under all 
emergencies with that satisfaction to yourself which is 
derived fioin a full knolege of the ground ; but I presume 
yon will find this supplied as to the government to whicli 
you go by tlie papers of the office at Madrid. Our rela- 
tions with that nation are vitally interesting. That they 
should be of a peaceable & friendly character has been 
our most earnest desire. Had Spain met us with the 
same dispositions, our idea was that her existence in this 
hemisphere & ours should have rested on the same 
bottom ; should have swam or sunk together. We want 
nothing of hers: tfe we want no other nation to possess 
what is hers ; but she has met our advances with jealousy, 
secret malice, and ill faith. Our patience under this 
unworthy return of disposition is now on its last trial : & 
the issue of what is now depending between ua will de- 
cide whether our relations with her are to be sincerely 
friendly, or permanently hostile. I still wish & would 
cherish the former; but have ceased to expect it. 

I tliank you for the sentiments of esteem you are so 
good as to express towards me, and the mark of it you 
wish me to place at Monticello. It shall be deposited 
with the memorial of those worthies whose remembrance 
I feel a pride & comfort in consecrating there. With 
my best wishes for the restoration of your health & for a 
pleasant voyage, I tender you my friendly salutations & 
assurances of great esteem & respect. 

Th : Jeffeeson. 

Jaues Bot 



GEORGE W. ERVING TO JAMES BOWDOIH". 

EoTTEKDAM, Sunday Night, Sep. 8, 1805. 
Mr DEAR SiE, — I arrived here at six o'clock this 
morning, & to-morrow propose to pursue my rout by way 



y Google 



242 THE BOWDOIN AND TEMPLE PAPERS. [1805. 

of Breda. The vessel in which I took my passage (the 
address of the brokers, &c., is inclosed) will return in 
about three weeks & may probably lay at Gravesend a 
fortnight J she is about 80 tons & I think well suited to 
your purpose ; her accommodations are very good & the 
captain a steady, active man, & what is very important, 
conscientiously sober ; his rule not to drink on board is 
80 strictly observed that even whilst we were at anchor- 
age at Maislandsleys in this river & out of the reach of 
any possible danger, and tho he had been up all the pro- 
ceeding night & was entirely wet thro, he refused to 
take a single glass of wine. I cannot protnise M" 
Bowdoin that he will not smoke, but we were not at all 
annoyed by his pipe ; indeed he seems more addicted to 
what he calls eating (chewing) tobacco, in which way he 
certainly did not consume less during the passage than 
one pound. Upon the whole I can very safely recom- 
mend him to you ; he will ask forty guineas, but probably 
take 30 or 35. You should have a written agreement 
with him upon this subject, he shoud covenant to start at 
a certain precise time, & not to take any other pas- 
sengers; without this last .proviso he will undoubtedly 
smuggle as many as he can upon you. In coming from 
London it will be well in addition to the ordinary pass- 
ports to furnish yourself with an order from the alien 
office directing that your baggage may pass without inter- 
ruption, without this you will be subject to an extremely 
vexations search when on board. But as it may not be in 
rule to grant such an order from the alien office, in such 
case, previous to your leaving Gravesend, state to alien 
officer there your situation k that you expect him to order 
the officers on board not to examine your baggage ; he is 
very obliging k complaisant, & will doubtless do every 
thing which yon may desire upon the subject. There is 
no great choice of taverns at Gravesend, but upon the 
whole the " White Hart " is the best, & it is the more 
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convenient aa the alien office is kept there. On arriv- 
ing at Maislandsleys all vessels must come to anchor; 
you will be there first visited by an officer from a cutter 
who will take down your name, &e., & give you no trouble, 
as he is a very obliging young man ; tho he is a com- 
missioned officer yet he will expect a small fee. I gave 
him a guilder ; for your family about five guilders will be 
sufficient, which you need not hesitate to put in his hand ; 
his boat's crew will expect two or three schellings for 
" drink money." You will be then visted by the com- 
mandant from the shore, who ia a lieutenant in the 
Dutch service; he also takes down particulars & receives 
your passport ; no fee is to be given to him ; it is his 
duty to leave a soldier on board, to write to the general 
at Rotterdam, & to transmit your passport. The regula- 
tion forbids any passengers landing except at Rotterdam, 
yet I obtained permission from this officer on account of 
Miss Lowell's ill health for that family to be landed; if 
the time of day, the weather, & wind are favorable it is 
much more convenient to continue on board the vessel & 
come up to Rotterdam, otherwise I think that you will 
be able to obtain permission to go on shore at Mais- 
landslys ; we were detained much longer there than 
usual by a coincidence of unlucky circumstances, yet 
after all I arrived here before M' Lowell. I have how- 
ever provided against the contingency of your wishing to 
land at Mais Slys, & W Alexander, who is extremely 
obliging & attentive, will be able to procure an order to 
the commandant to that effect. I recollect nothing 
further which it may be useful to mention ; when here 
put up at the Marshal Turenne. You have nothino- to 
apprehend from the small size of the packet, she is a 
very fine vessel, & her drawing only five foot of water is 
a very great advantage on this coast, from which the 
shoals extend a great way, & more particularly as the 
greater part of the buoys are taken up. Present me 
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respectfully to M" Bowdoin, to Miss Sarah, & M' 
Sullivan. 

My dear Sir, very faithy. & truly your oV s'. 

George W. Eeting. 

P. S. M' Alexander recommends the Orion, Cap' Stoef- 
fets, as the best vessel, but says that they are all equally 
good ; whichever you determine upon however it will be 
better to write to M'' Alexander by the packet preceed- 
ing it, informing him of the name of the vessel by which 
you intend to come, this he seems to consider as essential 
to enable him to procure the permission referred to. 

G. \Y. E. 

It will be better to bring a basket of provisions with 
you from London than to lay in at Gravesend for the 
voyage. 



GEORGE W. ERVING TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Paris, Sep. 17, 1805. 
His Excellency James Bowdoin, &c. 

Mt dear Sie, — I wrote to you from Rotterdam some 

hints as to the passage over, & I hope that when this 
finds you there that you will have had a pleasant one, 
& be in good health & spirits to pursue the journey. 
In pursuance of your wish I will go on with such ob- 
servations as may be useful on the rout hither. If you 
shoiid be disposed to make a short tour in Holland (which 
as two or three days will be sufficient, if the weather is 
fine you may find agreeable,) you can go from the Hague 
to Amsterdam, & not return to Rotterdam, in which case 
I think that you will have a better road to Antwei'p & 
avoid what is most disagreeable, two or three ferries. 
But even if you shoud proceed immediately from Rot- 
terdam (& the weather shoud not happen to be of the 
very best kind) I shoud recommend that you go consid- 
erably out of your way & cross the Rhine at Gorcum, 
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rather tban go over to the Moordyck, the least excep- 
tionable of the direct routs from Rotterdam. At Rotter- 
dam put up at the Marshall Turenne ; M' Alexander, 
our vice consul there, will take great pleasure in mak- 
ing all the necessary arrangements in procuring car- 
riages & otherwise for your journey. My rout from 
Rotterdam was over Islemonde & the Moordyck, the 
passage at the Moordyck is, as I suppose, about three 
miles over ; the boats (as indeed they are every where 
in Holland) extremely well accommodated to the purpose ; 
nevertheless if it rains or if there is much wind that 
voyage must be very disagreeable, especially for ladies. 
I fortunately found it otherwise : the roads through all 
the low provinces of Holland are deep & sandy, tho the 
dykes over which you pass are in some places paved with 
brick- It is not uncommon to make the journey from 
Rotterdam to Antwerp in a day, yet it is rather too fa- 
tigueing & as you are not pressed for time, I woud recom- 
mend your dividing it ; if you go to Gorcum, that will be 
a good place to stop at ; otherwise at Breda, where you 
will find an excellent tavern, " The Prince Cardinal," 
which is kept by a very intelligent & obliging man who 
speaks good English. From Breda to Antwerp for the 
greater part of the rout the road is heavy, but as the dis- 
tance is only 30 miles you may make an easy day's jour- 
ney of it; at fifteen miles from Breda you enter on the 
French frontier, & there a custom house is established to 
examine your baggage ; on shewing my passport there 
which was not however demanded I was treated with 
great civility, one or two packages only were merely 
opened, in fact no examination was made ; but I im- 
derstand that the search is generally made with great 
rigor, & even clothes for one's own use if new may be 
taken; but to avoid any difficulty of that sort I think 
it will be necessary only that the officer should imder- 
etand your situation ; I gave him 3 guilders for his civ- 
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ility; considering the quantity of your baggage it may 
be well to give him 5 or 6. When you arrive at Ant- 
werp your passport is demanded & you are directed to 
call for it at the bureau of police, it will not be necessary 
for you to go there in person, but M'' Sullivan shoud go 
& from thence take it to M'' Ridgway our consul who 
will endorse it; it is then returned to the bureau & a 
French passport is given to enable you to go to Paris. 
The passport which you deliver at the gate of Antwerp 
is retained by the bureau, & sent on to Paris ; therefore 
it would be better to furnish yourself with one from M' 
Alexander for that purpose than to deliver up M' Mon- 
roe's. At Antwerp put up at the " Grand Laboarer," 
which is a good house & the master of which will be 
able to furnish you with proper carriages to proceed to 
Paris. I hired of him a cabriolet for 4 lonis: but if you 
should not find there carriages quite suitable, take them 
only for Bru.'ssels, which is a short distance & where you 
may more certainly be accommodated with every thing 
you want. I did not stay at Antwerp, but the dock 
yards there are an object of great interest & curiosity 
which you woud desire to see & for which a permission 
may be obtained without difficulty. It would be as well 
to bring from Rotterdam as much Dutch money as will 
pay your way to Antwerp only; there French currency 
commences. I did not stay at Brussells only to change 
horses; but you will be desirous of seeing the city, 
which is well worth a day's delay. The " Belle Vue " 
is said to be the best house. Between Brussels & Paris 
there are not many good places to stop at, I took the 
rout of Valenciennes, which was recommended as the 
best, & slept at Mons at the *' Couronne," which is a 
good house; from thence I did not stop any where but 
travelled all night. The "Soleil d'Or" at Roye, i^ yon 
can reach so far, they say is a tolerable resting place, 
but as to this part of the journey I cannot give you 
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SO much information as I wish, & miiBt therefore depend 
upon your finding accommodation from the enquiries 
which you will make on y" road. I do not doubt that 
you will be able to divide the remaining distance com- 
fortably. At Paris I recommend you to the house where 
I am, the " Hotel d'Etrangers," Rue Concord; the apart- 
ments excellent, the situation the best in Paris, & the 
air also, as it is near the river, the Champ d'Elys^e, & 
the great place of the Revolution, much better than in 
any other situation ; it is also a quiet bouse, & has no 
exceptionable persons in it; — the landlord is a reason- 
able & obliging man; if his house should be full go to 
the Hotel in the Place Vendome or to the " Grrange 
Bataillere" but avoid by all means the Hotel "Z)e Vam- 
pire " & the Hotel " De I'Europe," for which I can 
give you the best reasons ; I am more particular in this 
hint because those bouses are most likely to be recom- 
mended to you. I think that you may be almost sure of 
finding apartments where I am, & I will endeavour (if 
I can without subjecting you to any additional expenee) 
"to make some arrangement with the landlord which will 
secure them ; he will be able also to furnish your table in 
the best manner, tho upon this point great caution is 
necessary to prevent extortion, for if you order a din- 
ner for your family he will furnish it at his own price; 
but an excellent dinner may be had at three or four 
livres per head & such an agreement should be made 
with him. I desired M^ Alexander to write to you from 
Rotterdam relative to the arrangements which he should 
make for your reception there ; an order from the Gen- 
eral will be obtained so that with your baggage you may 
land immediately & without difficulty. I omitted to men- 
tion in my letter from Rotterdam any thing respecting 
monies, & therefore lest you may meet with any difficul- 
ties on that score, & as you woud not perhaps chuse to 
require any thing in that way from M' Alexander, I here- 
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■with inclose a letter to my friend M' Dixon, who will, I am 
persuaded, be very happy to render yon all possible facil- 
ities. Present me respectfully to M" Bowdoin & to Miss 
Sarali & M' Sullivan- Believing me, my dear Sir, always 
with much respect & attachment very truly yours. 

George W. Eeving. 

M' Monroe will have communicated to you before you 
left London what I write to him from this place on the 
subjects relative to which we consulted previous to my 
departure, & therefore I omit to say any thing further at 
present. I shall write to you fully from Madrid. 

G. W. E. 

The Dutch coachmen who will drive you to Antwerp 
will expect about a florin for 15 miles. At Antwerp it 
will be well to get the new post book for the French 
roads ; the regulations are so perfectly good & now so 
exactly observed, that there is not the least apprehen- 
sion of imposition or of insolence as formerly from the 
postillions. The pay to a French postillion is ordi- 
narily thirty sous per post; that is, the same pay as 
for a horse ; some travellers give forty ; but if you 
were even to give fifty, they will always ask for more; 
30 sous is ample, being 50 per cent more than an Eng- 
lish postillion gets in a country where living is a hun- 
dred per cent dearer. I paid 30 sous all the way to 
Paris except for four or five posts during the night, 
when I gave fortv; but they universally begged for two 
or three sons more " pour boire " & in some eases I gave 
that trifle to get rid of their importunities; but as you 
will see by the post book they dare not abuse you now as 
they woud have done formerly, even if you were to pay 
only the regulation. At the taverns 24 sous for the 
waiter is enough ; chambermaids expect nothing be- 
cause you pay high for your beds; at Antwerp how- 
ever the chambermaid asks, & then perhaps it may be 
well to give a f[Iorin] for your family. q. y^. E. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO HENRY DEARBORN. 

London, Oct" 4"', 1805. 
Major Gbn^ Dearborn. 

My DEAR Sir, — I had the pleasure of -writing to you 
on the T*"" ult", & sh'^ not have so soon written again, was 
it not for the pecuHar situation in which our political af- 
fairs stand with this governm*. I stated to you in that 
letter what I conceived would be y" conduct of this gov- 
ernm' in the event of a successful war against France by 
the continental coalition ; that upon such an event, the 
United States might expect an attempt to recover the do- 
minion of y' States, or at least a maritime war for the 
destruction of their navigation & commerce ; but in case 
of its ill success, or of achieving nothing of importance, 
that she would adopt a temporizing policy & w^ pursue in 
y* mean time a predatory system upon our commerce 
as far as the governm* & people of y" U. S. were dis- 
posed to suffer it. It is to enforce this opinion that I 
now write to you, & that you may be persuaded of an 
important truth that this governm* is not friendly to y" 
U. S. ; that it is jealous of y" extent of our commerce & 
growing power & is coverediy pursuing the most dishon- 
ourable conduct to reduce our navigation & commerce. 
That our minister here is treated with neglect & his repre- 
sentations taken little or no notice of, w'^'' is evident from 
his late note, w'* ably exposes the injustice of the conduct 
& y' unsoundness of the principles on w'^'' our vessells have 
been lately detained & condemned, having produced no 
answer although transmitted a fortnight since. That this 
conduct must require spirited and decisive measures from 
our governm' is most certain; such as should assert our 
neutral rights k our determination to maintain them. 
But how far it would be prudent' for the U. S. to bring 
forward the principle of free ships making free goods at 
this time is a matter of doubt. Upon this subject we 
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ought like other nations to pursue our present interest, & 
were we to set up the principle at this time it is my opin- 
ion this gov* would no longer permit our neutrality, but 
w'^ force us into y* war. On the other hand, not to insist 
upon the concessions she made to Russia & y nprthern 
powers, and not to vindicate our neutral rights, as laid 
down in y° old law of nations, would neitlier induce the 
respect of this nor the other belligerent nations ; and 
must in the end produce an indiscriminate plunder of our 
commerce from all the belligerents. It is under these 
impressions that I have written to my relation M'' Win- 
tlirop, grounded upon the event of the detention & con- 
demnation (to a large amount) of property belonging to 
my neighbour David Sears Esq' : I thot it a good oppor- 
tunity to state to M' Winthrop & thro him to the merch*' 
in Boston some facts relative to the conduct of this gov', 
on w'* to predicate a measure w'* I believe w'' have a good 
effect, & very much aid M' Monroe's representations to if 
not negociations with this government. It is with this 
view that I have written y* letter, & enclosed it to you 
open, that if it is thot adviseable that the merch** sh'* adopt 
the measure therein proposed, it may be backed by le(^ 
ters to the same effect from persons friendly to y° gov' at 
Washington to the mereh** in different parts of y" U, S. ; 
but if the letter to M'^ W. or the measure it recommends 
on the facts stated sh'* not be thot well of by you or by 
the friends of y* administration, you have my liberty, & 
1 shall be much obliged to you, to destroy it. But sh'* you 
approve the proposed measure, I shall be obliged to you 
to seal & transmit the letter by the first opportunity. 

I expect to set out for Paris / beginning of next week, 
having waited here for a passport longer than I expected. 
Make my most respectful regards to the President & to 
M' Madison, & believe me, with much esteem, d'' Sir, 
Your most obed' serv*. 

James Bowdoin. 
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GEORGE W. ERVING TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Batonnk, Oct 9, 1805, 

To HIS EXGELLEKCT James Bowiioin. 

My dear Sir, — When I was on the point of leaving 
Paris I had the pleasure to receive your letter from Lon- 
don respecting a passport enabling you to land at Calais. 
Having no connection with the French authorities I coud 
not promote the object by my personal applicjition to 
them, but immediately waited upon Gen' Armstrong, who 
assured me that he woud do every thing possible to ob- 
tain the permission desired ; & he did' not doubt as the 
motive for the strict prohibition which has hitherto sub- 
sisted does not now exist that he should succeed in hia 
application. I hope therefore that this will find you in 
Paris & perfectly restored to health. I wrote to you a 
long letter from Paris which I forwarded to Rotterdam & 
desired M' Alexander to keep till your arrival there, but 
have since, advised him that you did not intend to pass 
thro' Holland, & it will therefore have been forwarded to 
you in London. Having been detained in Paris some 
days longer than it was my intention to stay, & having 
rested at Bourdeaux three days for the purpose of giving 
time to M' Lannes, the agent of M' Lee at this place, to 
prepaj-e the necessary means of conveying me to Madrid, 
I did not reach Bayonne till yesterday; and here I am 
obliged to submit to a farther delay of three days on ac- 
count of the great demand' for & the scarcity of carriages. 
None of those belonging to the town are now here k 
travellers are obliged to wait for those which may acci- 
dentally arrive from Madrid. My landlord (at the Hotel 
de S" Eutienne) is advised of one which will be here the 
day after to-morrow, that I am to have, so that in about 
fourteen days I hope to be at Madrid. I have written to- 
day to M' Pinkney, & have also written to Consul O'Brien 
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k transmitted M" Bowdoin's letters to the ladies of bis 
family, & M' Sullivan's letter to M' Dickenson. To guard 
against the delays which I have been exposed to, it woud 
be better for you to write to M' Lee from Paris desiring 
him to direct his agent to procure carriages by a certain 
given day when you can calculate upon arriving at Bay- 
onne. You must not bring your own carriages, for there 
are no means of conveying private carriages from this to 
Madrid ; it woud be better to hire your carriages at Paris 
for the whole rout to Bayonne rather than for Bourdeaux 
as you will get them at a more reasonable rate ; but if you 
shoud not find it easy to make that arrangement, good 
carriages may easily be had at Bourdeaux ; I gave 7 louis 
for my cabriolet to Bourdeaux & 2^ louis for another to 
this place, but that from Paris was charged too high 
owing to the great demand at that time for carriages of 
every description to go to Strasbourg. The best road to 
Bourdeaux & by far the pleasantest lays thro Orleans, 
Blois, Tours, Poiters, & Anguilomme. As far as Orleans 
it is not bad & from thence to Bourdeaux (at least in 
this season) the greater part is excellent, & you will be 
gratified in finding that nearly the whole is unpaved ; 
between Orleans & Bourdeaux yon will not probably pass 
more than 30 miles of pavement. The inns & accom- 
modations every where are comfortable, the horses unex- 
ceptionable & the postillions much better than in the 
north of France. You will probably travel more leisurely 
than I did, (sometimes I have been 14 & sometimes 20 
posts per day) & therefore you will not stop at the same 
places ; & I am not certain that in the places 1 did 
stop at that I went to the best taverns ; however, you 
cannot fail in this particular to meet with good ac- 
commodations by enquiring of the persons who keep 
the barriers (& not of the post boys) who are all re- 
spectable citizens, for the best hotel in the places you 
propose to rest at. By leaving Paris early in the morn- 
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ing you will be able to reach Orleans, & there probably 
you will be induced to pass a day. I was recommended 
to the " Three Emperors," certainly not an imperial hotel, 
& I should think that such a place as Orleans may 
furnish a better. I cannot give any particular recom- 
mendation of that. K you rest a day at Orleans, you will 
be able to reach Tours from thence in one day, tho as the 
road is most delightful on the banks of the Loire, you 
may probably stop at Bloia, which I did not. As to the 
" Ball d'Or " at Tours, I can say the same only as of the 
"Three Emperors," if this is tlie best inn, it is a pity 
they had not a better. Poiters is an old town which has 
nothing but a fine situation to recommend it; Angui- 
lomme I did not enter, but it is worth a day's delay as I 
am told. At Bourdeaux you will stay a day at least. 
M' Lee, who is extremely hospitable & attentive, insisted 
upon my going to his house ; if he does not do so with 
you it will be because it is impossible for him to accom- 
modate a family. I recommend therefore the " Hotel 
Fumel." From Bourdeaux, instead of taking the road to 
this place thro Montmarsan, which is very bad, I went 
thirty miles about for the sake of one iwt quite so bad thro 
Pau ; if you go to Pau I recommend the " Three Can- 
tons." I proposed this further advantage in going to 
Pau, that of obtaining the best view of the Pyrennes & 
the " Pique de Midi " & from thence having a ride on the 
banks of y" Dave similar to that which I found on the 
Loire ; in the first object I was fully gratified, but in 
the other wholly disappointed : yet from all I can learn of 
the Mont-Marsan road that thro' Pau is much preferrable. 
I was extremely tempted to go as far as Banniers, which 
is only half a days ride from Pau, & is described to be 
one of the cleanest & best, as well aa the finest situated 
towns in France, but I thought that to throw away two 
days upon an object of mere gratification could not be 
justified, so I pursued my rout to this place. 
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Present me respectfully to M" Bowdoin & believe me, 
my dear Sir, with sincere respect & regard 
Very faity. your o' s'. 

George W. Ekving. 

You will not, I presume, be without a post book, which 
is absolutely necessary on y" road ; & as there have been 
some late alterations in the laws, you will procure that 
which is printed in the year 14. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 

Paris, Not. m, 1805. 
G. W. Ebving, Esq. 

My dear Sir, — I with pleasure acquaint you of my 
safe arrival here in good health the night before last, 
after much disappointment, fatigue & vexation from an 
eight days voyage from Engl'* to Rotterdam, & from a 
fatiguing journey by land, which seemed like running a 
gauntlet among thieves from the number of abuses w** oc- 
curred upon the road. We are at length here, & I have 
seen our minister & have had some conversation with him 
upon the subject of our affairs, but it has not been so 
satisfactory as I c* wish. I expect to see him again to- 
morrow, and shall endeavour to penetrate into y* actual 
state of our affairs as far as I shall be able thro him 
and other channels w"" may be found here ; I shall how- 
ever do it with all scrupulous delicacy, having reference 
to the situation & character of the resident minister. I 
shall write to you again in a day or two, & will be as 
particular as prudence will allow. I understand that 
dispatches have gone on to Madrid dated on y" 17*'' of 
June last, the proposition they contain 1 have become 
acquainted with, altho I have not yet read the dispatch, 
w"*" is in cyphers & will be communicated to me probably 
to-morrow : let me' know your opinion of it, & whether it 
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will be worth while to suggest it to y' Spanish gov*. I have 
not yet made up my mind in respect to continuing here, 

altho it was M'' M 's opinion I had best continue here 

untill I sh^ hear from the gov' or sh^ receive its further 
instructions. I shall be governed untill that event by 
■what I shall find is likely to be obtained from continuing 
here. I believe, that something might be done if A 
should be found to be fully disposed to use his best 
endeavours to co-operate with me here ; but of this I 
shall write you more fully in my next. At present I am 
to acquaint you that I left your father well on the 14*'' 
ult", alth6 he had had a slight indisposition from spit- 
ting of blood for a day or two w""" had subsided & had left 
him much better than he had been even before. Our 
friend M' Munroe & also his family were well ; he had 
presented his long note w"** I believe you saw & it had 
produced no answer; and he has since written a short 
one intimating his having leave to return home, w"*" he 
had th6ts of doing this fall if an opp'^ offered, & y* objects 
of his several notes were satisfactorily fullfilled. The last 
note had been presented two days before I left Engl^ & 
had produced no answer. When at Antwerp on my 
journey here M'' Kidgeway acquainted me he had ree* 
ace" of ten of our vessells being carried in since I had 
left Engl'', altho when I left it, there appeared to be a 
disposition to recede from the high ground w"'' had been 
taken & to revert to the principles established before the 
late injurious decisions. I think it probable however that 
the late successes of y' French will prove a better argu- 
ment In favour of our neutral rights than any that c'' be 
suggested at this time by our minister. M' Pitt stands 
on slippery ground, & when heavy subsidies are known 
to be flung away upon defeated armies of an unpromising 
coalition it is not improbable he may be again induced to 
retire, to give an opportunity to some Addington or other 
to make another disgraceful peace. Things however dont 
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hok SO prosperous here as I expected. I have written this 
letter in haste & without taking a copy of it, w"'' I shall 
continue to do while I stay here in order to write to you 
the oftener & to acquaint you with circumstances as they 
may occur, expecting that when I meet you that I may 
see them destroyed. Believe me upon the present & all 
occasions 

Very sincerely yours. 

James Bowdoin. 

Write to me here a I'Hotel de la Grange Bataliere. 
My family all desire to be remembered to you. 



GEORGE W. EEVING TO JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Private. 

Nov 19*, 1305. 
Hia ExcEi.LF,Ncy Jambs BowDOnj. 

Mr DEAR Sir, — I wrote to you a letter of five sheets 
on the 29* ult", containing such information & sugges- 
tions as I thought might be useful on your journey 
hither. I have now the satisfaction to receive yours of 
the 3^ ins' from Paris. By this I am sorry to observe 
that my former letters, viz., those of Sep. 8 from Rotter- 
dam & of Oct. 9"" from Bayonne have not reached 
you. The latter was sent to Paris, under cover to Gen^ 
Armstrong. My last (of 29*** ult") inclosed several letters 
from Boston for you & some for M' Sullivan. I have not 
been able to keep copies of the letters referred to, yet if 
you shoud not finally receive them previous to your 
leaving Paris I shall again endeavour to collect from my 
memoranda whatever may be of service to you on your 
route to Madrid. 

• The pasaagea in thia letler which are in tigytm wer» deciphered by Mt. Bowdoin, who 
mote Ihe transliteratioa over the figurea. In printing the latter ws hars placed the trans- 
literation in braokela immedialely after the corresponding figures. — Edh. 
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With respect to the commuTiiciitions which you refer 
to, my experience concurs entirely with yours. It is so 
delicate a subject that 1 coud not before, nor can I now, 
enlarge upon it. The apprehension also may be un- 
founded, yet I have been so well convinced on this point, 
& so apprehensive that the public interests might be 
prejudiced by such unworthy motives, that I have very 
candidly opened my mind to M'' Monroe. My letters and 
the notes from my commonplace book I shall have an 
opportunity of shew;ing you by & by. I am sorry to see 
that the conclusions which I drew from my own observa- 
tions are so much confirmed by yours. Nor can I be (as 
I have told M'' Monroe) at all of the opinion upon which 
this management pretends to be grounded. There are 
the strongest reasons why this shoud be the theatre. I 
have, & shall still continue to conduct myself accordingly. 

I have found the important letter from M' M. of 
May 23^ referred to in my last, but am without the 
means of unlocking it. M' P. has either carried off or 
mislaid the cypher! I have not yet heard from him in 
answer to the letter which I wrote upon the subject, k a 
letter which M' Young also has written remains as to this 
point unanswered. General A. must therefore decypher 
it for you, & you can send it to me in* M' Monroe's 
cypher. 

You mention that dispatches of June 17^ have come 
hither, but I have not received themorany other from our 
government. If they arrive probably all that is most 
important will be in M' Pinckney's cypher. I beg you 
therefore to send me a copy of the letter putting yours 
to me under cover to Mess" Patrick Joyes & Son, 
bankers. 

I shall as you desire preserve your letters & deliver 
them over to you again, & hope that you will make me 
full & frequent communications. 
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You will best determine" as to the time of leaving Paris, 
but my opinion certainly concurs with M'' Monroe's, & in 
the presumption that this line of conduct was fixed, I 
have given It to be understood that you will not move 
'till directed expressly to do so. Ton see therefore that 
a great efJect, & probably a prejudicial one, woud be 
produced by your coming hither at this time; but you 
will determine bow far it may be prejudicial, and also 
what course our government will expect from you in 
consequence of what you & M' Monroe have written, I 
still find that the considerations on which that policy was 
founded were just, & in the same view have mentioned 
in proper places that even my own residence is but from 
day to day, 

I fear in fact that the British aggressions do still 
continue. You will conclude that the result of tlie late 
meeting of the combined fleets is not likely to lessen the 
evil. M'' M's part is a delicate one, but I sincerely hope 
& believe that he will not move from his station. I 
have lately written to him at large & transmitted a docu- 
ment with some information which may possibly be use- 
ful. I inclose herewith a copy of the paper referred 
to; you will at once see its object & calculate whether it 
win produce any thing. It may be well otherwise not to 
communicate it. It has not yet been answered k probably 
will not be, I will not fail to transmit the result to you 
& to M' M. 

I shall write to you fully on every thing which may 
appear important or which you may be desired to be 
informed of. 

My dear Sir, with sincere respect & regard, very fal'*", 

^ ' George "W. Ebting. 

The two inclosed letters from Boston I have received 

to-day. Present me very kindly k respectfully to M" 
Bowdoin, to Miss Sarah, k to M' Sullivan. The last 
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mentioned not least in my consideration. I congratulate 
you most cordially in the restoration of yonr health, of 
which I was informed by a letter from my father of 
Sep. 17. 

Postscript. Nov. 19*", 1805. At night Private. 
My dear Sir, — Since writing the inclosed I have 
received yours of Nov^ 6"* in M' Monroe's cypher (which 
I am glad to find that you have). I do not observe any 
thing in this which alters my opinion upon the point re- 
ferred to in the first & second page of the foregoing. 
The same language, it appears, is held to you as I heard 
myself. I need not tell you that you will be assailed by 
spies as well as by all those who have personal views to 
promote. I dit?er altogether with 686. 382. 1595 [Arm- 
strong] & remain firmly in the belief that 184 [his] nego- 
tiations upon the subject -are not essential ; but a shorter 
& mxich more effectual way than any referred to of set- 
tling these difficulties is that, which as it appears by the 
extract inclosed in yours (& which I put full faith in), 
our government is about to take pursuant to the repre- 
sentations made by M' M. With what successor to what 
advantage can we expect to negotiate with 1308. 501. 
430 [baseness] and 675. 699. 584 [apathy] on one side & 
the most 1307. 501. 304. 520. 1046. 947. 1433 [barefaced 
corruption] on both. I shall not hesitate therefore can- 
didly & freely to give you my opinion that absolutely 
nothing shoud be attempted. I woud not even open 
my lips upon the subject 'till the orders of the govern- 
ment arrive. They ought here & there distinctly to 
understand that our government has done every thing 
possible to effect an accommodation, & that if they do 
not change their policy in time to arrest the blow which 
impends, theirs will be the fault, not ours. That as to 
money in any shape or to any extent, it is not to be 
thought of, that we must have more consideration for our 
own honor than for their wants, that we must, in fine, 
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act a part becoming the dignity & independence of our 
country, & fulfil the expectations of the whole world by 
dissipating the illusions which these people have formed to 
themselves, that our pacifick system can never be changed 
by any outrages however violent or by any insults how- 
ever offensive. Previous to M' Pinckney's departure he 
did every thing possible to have the convention ratified, 
but without effect. As mentioned in my letter of the 29* 
lilt", nothing has been done, or is it to be expected that 
any thing will be done 792. 1399. 1229. 637 [by this 
government], A 1342. 496. 161. 262. be 382. 1032 
[blow must be struck] which will 680. 937. 501. [arouse] 
it from its 699. 1252. 1241 [lethargy] & convince 992. 
1384. 1164 [France that we] are 110888. 1300. 569. 1310. 
756. 963. 801 [longer to he trifled with} with before we 
shall be able to 426. 501. 1190. 674. 219. 1302. 1335. 
1140. 653, 1576 [negotiate with any probability of| suc- 
cess. I can give you no adequate idea of 1399. 1229. 
637 [this government] the most absolute 384. 1085. 467. 
546 [subservience] is here added to an 1418. 357. 673 
[ignorant] and 208. 1158. 1300. 937. 213. 809 [prepos- 
terous pride] which still hangs about 1386, 1362. 1361. 
1379. 520. 1231. 401. 809. 490 [their tattered grandeur]. 
1393 [They] have no 264. 1067. 636. 352. 1102. 756. 
922. □. 352. 982. 352. 148 [statesmen, no force, no 
money]. 

In reply therefore to the postscript of your letter, in 
conformity to what 1 have before said, I can only answer 
that my own opinion is decidedly in favor of your staying 
in France. As to a winter's journey from Bayonne hither, 
I see no reason to apprehend any thing, if it shoiid be 
necessary for you to set off in the winter. The winters 
here are moderate, not tearing up the roads with frost & 
wet as in our country. , The road as far as Burgos, how- 
ever, coud not be injured by any winter; it is for the dis- 
tance probably as fine a road as any in Europe ; & from 
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Burgos tliro' Vallaclolid (which rout I did not go) I am 
told that it is equally good. You will be one or two days 
longer in coining at that season on account of the short- 
ness of the days only ; but if you will go to the expence 
of having relays of mules placed on the road, which is 
fometimes done, you may get from Bayoime in five days. 
The relays must be had here, as I believe that the ex- 
pence will be about 3 times greater than in the ordinary 
mode. This you can consider of. My last contains par- 
ticular information respecting every other circumstance 
relating to this journey. I do not think that it will be 
necessary for you to bring any furniture with you from 
Paris, in addition to what you have at S' Ander. The 
houses here are not very elegantly furnished, & the cost 
of importing furniture will be immense. I am told that 
iron utensils for the use of the kitchen are not to be had 
here, but those if you chuse to have them can certainly be 
procured at Bourdeaux. 

I am, my dear Sir, with sincere respect & regard, 
Yours fai'^. 

G. W. E, 

JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEOEGE W. EEVING* 

Fakis, Nov. 28, 1805. 
G. W. EaviNQ, Esq". 

Mt dear Sir, — I have written to you two letters 
from this city, the last of y' 6*^ ins', under cover to Snres. 
Filipi Viol' Ravara y Hijo, to whose address I shall cover 
this. I have not yet heard of your safe arrival at Madrid, 
hope no accident has happened to you, and that you have 
had an agreable journey, been introduced to y° gov', & 
found every thing refering to your reception quite agre- 

* Numerous passages in Bowdoin's letters to Erving are in cipher. Usually these pss- 
Sagea were deciphered t_v Erving, and the words for which figures were substituted were 
written over the figures. In printing these passages we Imve inserted the words in bracfceta 
after the figures, both as a matler of convenience anj to avoid possible mislaltes, — EPS. 
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able & satisfactory. I still remain here, not able to do any 
thing, nor to ascertain what had best to be attempted in y* 
present conjuncture. I believe it to be a good rule in most 
cases to attempt nothing without a good prospect of suc- 
cess. It is unfortunate, however, that I have been obliged 
to skrew & to wire-draw to procure y* least information of 
y' most simple facts refering our disputes with Spain from 
those whose duty it has been to have furnished me in y" 
most prompt manner with every fact in their power. It 
has been y" prevailing 906. 1576. 934. 21. 178 [opinion of 
our minister here] that I sh'' 497. 1440. 178 [wait here] for 
1385. 849. 271. 999. 934. 1229. 637 [the dispatches from 
our government] which ought to give 746. 897 [reply] to 
the 225. 917. 1401. 5G5. 1067 [propositions] he has for- 
warded, altho 1385. 225. 917. 1401. 565. 1067 [proposi- 
tions] themselves I have not yet seen, and it was last 
night only that I rec^ y* promise of 1501. 1045 [a copy] 
of them, under very particular injunctions that I sh^ shew 
them to no one ! I beg you to write to me under cover 
to Mess" Hortinguer & C" byy* first opp*^ & let me know 
what your situation is, & whether any thing is likely to 
turn up which shall render my presence necessary at 
Madrid before I may receive intelligence from y" U. S. 
The British gov*, it seems, has taken a very decisive line 
of conduct respecting our neutrality. It is said that S' 
W™ Scott has published a pamphlet w""* puts an end to all 
doubt upon this subject.* It is intended to prepare the 
nation for the measures settled in y° cabinet. The pam- 
phlet is brot here by a Dutchman married to y*' daughter 
of S' Fra' Baring & who is one of y" h" of Hope & C°. 
What are bis precise motives in coming here is not 
known, or whether it has reference to y" money projects 
w"" are to heal our disputes w"" Spain. The determination 

• The pamphlet here referred to w»a not urilten by Sir William Scott (afterward 
Lord Stowcll), but by James Sfephen. See a notice of him by his grandson, the late Sir 
Leslie Slepheii, K. C. B., iu Dictionary of Nnlionai Biography, vol. liv, p. 162. — Eds. 
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1576. 934. 1229. 637 [of our government] respecting y* 
148 [money] project has been expected for some time 
past. Could we by any means seperate 934. 848. 494. 
1067 [our disputes] from the influence of these 148. 586. 
416. 1300. 1067 [money lenders], or if no proposition on 
this subject had been forwarded to 934. 1229. 637 [our 
government] we might hope under existing circumstances 
thr6 our disputes with G. B. to bring our affairs to an 
amicable adjustment, but nothing can be looked for from 
this 1229. 637 [government] .or, I fear, from the 255. 1438 
[Spanish] untill this 225. 917. 1440. 1433 [proposition] is 
finally disposed of. If it is asked whether 1361 [Taly- 
rand] had not better be written to, & y° critical state of 
our affairs w"" y* British cabinet made known to him, the 
reply is that 1361 [Talyrand] will demand 934. 205. 106. 
1067 [our power commits]. It is rejoined that 167. 1426. 
24. 1433. 106T [my instructions] by the general expres- 
sions contained in them w^ be adequate to y* purpose. 
This is questioned k it is finally insinuated that gen' 
1426. 24. 1433. 1067 [instructions] would have no weight 
with him, especially 1501. 225. 917. 1401. 565 [a prop- 
osition] had been sent to y' U. S. & is not replied to ! 
This project will probably stand in y* way of every plan 
of adjustment W"" can be proposed, & when it is disposed 
of it is probable that other views & considerations will 
have their weight, but not till then. 

The writer of y' pamphlet aforementioned aims to 
establi.'<h y° position that neutral commerce is war in dis- 
guise, & that it sh'' not be allowed ! and recommends y' 
adoption of y' measures pursued towards neutrals, par- 
ticularly the Dutch in y* year 1756. That no nation 
except y= TJ. S. w^ have an interest to interfere, and that 
to permit y' neutrality of y', U. S. upon its present prin- 
ciples was more injurious than their commerce was bene- 
ficial. That in case the restrictions should be resented & 
they sh^ produce war that they had nothing to fear frqin 
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a nation without troops or ships, energy in its gov', or 
means to annoy the British commerce or nation in any 
way. That y" nation had to apprehend but a temporary 
suspension of y^ vent of their manufactures for a short 
time, w"'' peace w'' restore with accumulating advantages. 
In short, y= whole scope & design of y= writer is to pro- 
mote an open rupture with y° U. S. Our merch" by y^ 
last ace", up to y* IT* of Oct", have suffered great loss 
from y' capture of our vessells, & were extremely clam- 
orous ag'* the British gov", and I expect nothing but 
to hear of increasing depredations, & that y' paeifick 
maxims of gov' will be relinquished from y* necessity of 
y^ case. I am promised a sight of y" pamphlet & shall 
give you further accoimts of it after reading it. I have 
seen a lett' from M^ Williams, late consul at Lond". He 
mentions that y* English continue the depradations, &c'', 
& WILL. M' Dickason in a letter to me observes to y= 
same effect. Step. Higginson, y' Perkins's, Sears, '& 
others have met great losses. I have seen Boston news- 
papers to y" 17"" Oct". Gov' McKean is re-elected, to y' 
mortification of T. Paine. Duane, &c'. The Preaid' has 
called together y*' heads of departments to consider what 
measures sh^ be pursued, or recommended to Congress at 
y" next meeting. Our papers are filled with rancorous 
abuse of y' adminis"" for its pusalinimity & cowardice. 
Strokes are levelled at Mess" Livingston & Monroe, and 
we shall be fortunate if we escape. Endeavour to ascer- 
tain if possible whether y' principal negociations will be 
carried on here or at Madrid, and what weight 256.* will 
have in y" management of its own 849.t 

I have not heard from y' father since my arrival in 
Paris. M" B., Sarah, & M' Sullivan join me in regards. 
I have rec^ letters from Boston to y" 31 Aug'. Our 
friends were well. 

Believe me always very sincerely yours. J. B. 

■Spam. — Eos. f Dispute?— Eds. 
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P. S. The Emperor's successes surpass belief. He has 
not only beaten Austria out of y" field, but has provided 
for y^ civil gov' and has admitted Hungary to a seperate 
peace ; * y' Prussian minister is at Vienna confering upon 
y" subject of a treaty j whilst Kosiuskio & y* Polish officers 
are gone to Poland, w"^ is reorganized under y* guarantee 
of y' Emperor. In short y" coalesced powers seem to be 
completely done up. 

Dec. 4*^. I reC your letter of y' 29 Oct" to y' 7*" Nov. at 

Gen' A 's while I was at dinner on y* 29*^ W* induced 

me to detain y" foregoing. He has been more communi- 
cative than he was, & promised me a sight of his despatches 
to our gov* ; but they have not yet been shewn. Make 
y' own comments. I w^ not do injustice, nor give you a 
wrong impression, & I am willing to believe we shall still 
harmonize, but his conduct has an odd appearance. I 
have rec^ late letters from Boston, & one from y'' father of 
12"' of Nov' only yesterday. He desires me to mention 
to you that he has rec'^ your letter No. 4 & also of y* 7'" 
& lO"" from Bayonne. Your father is impatient to hear 
ofy'' arrival at Madrid. I acquainted him of it by a 
letter I wrote to him yesterday by M' Sullivan's brother 
who sets off for Engl'* this day. He says he shall not 
write to you again untill he hears from you at Madrid, & 
desires me to acquaint you that he does not find himself 
so well in health as when he left me ; he says he is under 
y* hands of his doctor & y^ nauseous discipline of pills & 
plaisters. The approaching winter, he says, makes him 
fear that without great care he will not be able to keep 
y" ground he now holds. By letters from Boston, as also 
from Lend" we are to apprehend an open rupture w'" G. B. 
My reasons for this opinion I shall give you in my next, 
w*"" I shall write to you in a day or two. In y* mean time, 
believe, very sincerely yours. J. B. 

My next will more particularly reply to y' last letter. 
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JAJUES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 

PARia, Dec, 5, 1805. 
G. W. Erving, Esq", 

My dear Sir, — I wrote to you Nov. 28, but having 
occasion to detain y' letter I added a postscript & for- 
warded it yesterday. I write to you now with a view of 
stating some gen' facts & replying to y" letters of y" 29*'' of 
Oct" to y" 7* ult" & also to yours of y^ Id*^. As y* pros- 
pect of war between y* U. S, & G, B, must produce a most 
important influence upon the measures of France & Spain 
relative to y" U. S., I think it best to let yon know y" facts 
relative to this subject on both sides. The capture of 
our vessells by British cruizers have been carried to an 
unexampled length, and by y' last ace" in no way remitted. 
That y" orders of 1793 are re-issued and are probably en- 
forced with great rigour upon our coast & in y" West 
Indies; & one privateer alone has detained no less than 
ten of our vessells in England. That this measure has 
arisen from no accidental cause is evident from 3'' con- 
duct of y* British cabinet in respect to M' Monroe & from 
gr -^ym gcott's late pamphlet avowing the determination in 
a manner to set up y^ principle, to pursue the practice & 
to take y'' consequences of y* measure. His pamphlet goes 
to y" excluding our vessells from carrying the produce of 
y* East or West Indies to Europe under any pretence; & 
he asserts that nothing short of this will remedy y' evils 
w""" arise from our neutral commerce. Tlie facts upon w""" 
be grounds y* necessity for y" measure are very lengthily 
detailed & very abusive of our citizens; whilst he takes 
occasion to compliment y'' English prize-courts as y" very 
sanctuaries of justice ! These facts taken by themselves 
point directly to unavoidable war ; unless hostilities are 
permitted on one side & not retaliated on the other. The 
part of Sir W"' pamphlet w''*' points to y determination 
of y* British gov' to interdict our commerce to Europe in 
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y productions & goods of y" East & West Indies has been 
translated & sent to y° Emperor, & it is probable, will 
produce a favourable effect in our measures with Spain. 
But when or how I know not. On the other hand, the 
great successes of y" Emperor, who it is said has already 
broken up y* coalition ; and it is confidently asserted that 
y° ministers of Russia, Prussia & Austria are now confer- 

" ing upon a continental peace, w"* is expected in a short 
time. Sh^ this report prove true, I sh'* think M"' Pitt would 
hardly chuse to make an open enemy of y" U. S., but w* 
prefer perhaps indemnification or a new treaty like that 
of M' Jay's. Upon the side of our gov' Gen' A, shew 
me two letters, one from Gen' Smith & y° other from 
Gen^ Mulenburg both breathing y' most lamblike patience ! 

- but in justice to them, they were not in y" full possession 
of y" depredations w"" had been committed, nor of y'' prin- 
ciples w"'" actuated y* British cabinet. Our unsettled dis- 
putes with Spain, our party dissentions at New York & 
Pensilvania, y^ nature of our gov', y* temper of our ad- 
ministration, all refer to negociation rather than to an 
appeal to y" sword. But notwithstanding these circum- 
stances y' extent of y* irijuries W'' will be sustained (taken 
in connection with y" immense loss of capital & revenue) 
will place y* administration in that kind of situation as to 
be compelled to take up a bold & spirited line of conduct. 
I wish our gov' had but one object, one enemy to contend 
with. The hydra of faction at home neutralizing every 
measure; the unprincipled motives w""* govern European 
councils & politics and contributing to give distrust of 
y*' measures to be pursued towards y* belligerents, will 
doubtless have a great & pernicious influence ; but I still 
think, that y° administration will not suffer y^ nation to be 
disgraced in y' estimation of y* citizens and in y' eyes of 
foreign nations by suffering the late inroads upon our com- 
merce to pass unnoticed, or what w'* amount to it, to order 
our minister to crouch & bend to y" British gov' & to 
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crave its mercy & forgiveness! I am much obliged to you 
for y' mem" respecting y" road & journey to Madrid. As 
soon as I shall determine upon the time of setting out I 
will inform you that y" h" & other circumstances may be 
prepared. With respect to y" h" I wish it may be a com- 
modious one for our family, y number & particulars of 
w'* you know, & I sh^ not be averse to paying a little back 
rent, if it was necessary to insure a good h'" in a good situ- 
ation & at a price not extravagant, but you must remem- 
ber the streightened salary of an American minister. The 
iron ware that you speak of, it appears to me, had better 
be procured at Bayonne thrO IVf Lannes ; please to pro- 
cure from him what may be really necessary & with as 
little expence in the purchase & transportation as you can j 
it w^ not answer to have a carriage to carry these things 
specially, if that was necessary it had best to be left to me 
when passing Bayonne ; otherwise procure them & charge 
me with them or draw upon me for their am'. With 
respect to y^ other objects of furniture, I think you observe 
that what 1 may want with that w*"" I have at S' Ander, 
can be had at Madrid. With respect to a royal order, I 
w'* mention that I have M' Cevallos's passport sent me in 
July last ; but if it ought to be renewed, I c^ wish one to 
be sent to M' Lee's at Bordeaux, & to accompany it with 
an order that my baggage might pass with' molestation 
agreably to what is generally allowed to ministers. At 
S' Ander y' custom h" rec'' orders to seal my baggage to 
be inspected at Madrid ; I shall have no objection to tliis 
mode, as it may respect the things to be sent in waggons, 
but with respect to y* things we may take in y' carriage 
in w""^ we shall pursue our journey there is a strong objec- 
tion, as we may occasionally want to open our trunks. 
I shall not abuse my privilege by carrying any thing 
except what I shall actually require at Madrid or upon 
y" road, & you may give y* fullest assurances of y^circum- ■ 
stance in my name. It is possible however that M" B. 
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may have silk or velvet to be made up in y* Spanish 
fashion at Madrid. Apropos, M" B. desires you to speak 
to M" Bournouville on the subject of French & Spanish 
fashions & to know if y" French c* dresses fire allowed to 
be used in Spain, & to request her to give you a descrip- 
tion of y' Spanish dresses so worded as to be intelligible 
to a Paris faisseur des robes. With respect to money I 
required of Mess. Wiilinks, Vanstaphorst & C° to minutely 
understand that I sh* not receive y" paper currency of any 
country for any part of my salary & appointm", & in con- 
sequence they have noticed y' circumstance specially to 
Sres Filipe VioP Eavara y Hijo, to whom you will apply 
for y"' allowance upon gov', as you will see by y* copy of 
y' letter sent to them. With respect to newspapers, I 
desired M'' Barnet to order that y" Argos sh'* be sent to 
Madrid to you or to me as minister. ■ I have not seen him 
since. I take y" Moniteur, & if you think it will not be 
lost or can be preserved so as to be formed into a vol" I 
will forward them to you from day to day : I have them 
already for 13 y". I shall probably write to you in ab' a 
week concerning our affairs. I have rec* a proposal or 
rather y' plan of a proposal w"" will be br&t forward about 
that time ; 1 don't expect much from it. Nobody knows 
of it but myself, of course 1401 * does not. More Jesuitism 
can hardly be conceived, there is nothing but a wish to 
serve our country c* induce me to bear with such leger- 
demain ; but time will discover y* real motives of his 
proceedings w"*" is at present perfectly incomprehensible. 
Observe (I beg of you) what you may write to him & 
particularly not to direct any of y'' letters for me to him. 

■ I. (Izqaierdo.) Eugene Izqnierdo de Kibera y Lezagn waa bom in Saragossa, and 

from obscurity and opened the way for his future advancement. In 'T97 he came under 
the protection of Godof, afterward Prince of Peace. In 1306 he was sent to Paris to nego- 
tiate a treaty with France. The negotiation languished ; hut in 1807 a treaty was signed 
tor the diviaion of Portugal, which, however, failed of execution, and Izquierdo returned 
to Spaiti. Suhsequenlly he held other confldeiitid relations with the Emperor NHpoleon 
and the fugitive King Charles IV. Hj died in Paris in 1813. See Mouvelle Blographie 
GSn^mle, vol, xKvi. pp. 137, 138. — Eds. 
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Either to M"' Barnet or to Mess. Hortinguer & C" w^ be 
better. I shall have much to say to you upon this sub- 
ject when I see you. 6***. The Argos has been sent to 
you & I have p^ the bill, six months in ad™. 1401 and I 
had a very plain & interesting conversation y° last even- 
ing, w"^ has put it out of my power to enlarge this letter, 
as it swallowed up y* time w"*' I sh^ otherwise have em- 
ployed in writing to you. I enclose jou y" copy of y" 
dispatch in cypher to AP Monroe, y* one w"" accompanied 
it of y* 16"" June refered to in mine of Nov' O*"" is of no 
consequence to be now forward'* ; it was directed to Gen' 
Armstrong & rec'* w"^"" mine of y" 23'^ to M' M., y' 23'* en- 
closed it. I have this moment rec'* a letter- from M' Alex- 
ander, mentioning that he had reC* letters for Gen' A. 
& myself from M' Monroe, w"" he sh^ send by express, if a 
good opp*^did not soon present. My opinion is that 
nothing sh^ be done concerning y* instructions of y* 23'' of 
May, as we must soon receive other & further. In my 
next, I shall write to you concerning them, if they sh'* not 
be supereeeded by y^ intelligence from M' Monroe or our 
gov". But 1 must desist, or give up a good opportunity 
of writing to our gov', which I have not yet done since 1 
left England. Adieu ; my family desires to be remembered 
to you. Believe me always with much sincerity & esteem, 
d' Sir, 

Tours &c'. 

James Bowdoin". 

M" B. desires me to repeat to you that she desires you 
w'' inform her respecting c* dresses : she left in Spain India 
gold muslins & India plain ditto w'^'' she br6t from Amer- 
ica for herself & neiee. She wishes to know whether it 
will be necessary to carry dresses from here & if so, wliat? 
& whether it w'* be necessary to have them made up ? & in 
what fashion ? as she understands that hoops are worn at 
court in Madrid, & that they are not here. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO THOMAS L. ^TIXTHEOP. 

Paris, Dec, 20, 1805.* 
Tho^ L. TViNTHROP, Esq". 

Mt DEAK Sir, — . . . I am to thank you for your early- 
attention to my request in respect to y* remittances of one 
thousand & five hundred, v/'^ two sums making 1500 £ 
will be duely paid, as I understand from M' Erving. It 
appears also by your letters of y^ 20"" & 30*'' Sep. that y^ 
critical situation of our commerce had excited some alarm 
& y' particular attention. You may be assured that I 
will give you y" earliest & best information concerning 
it w"*" my situation may allow; what I apprehended when 
in EngP seems to be realised, i. e., that y* British cabinet 
meant to combine with y* policy & measures she was 
pursuing upon y" continent ag" France a line of conduct 
which in its consequences w'* greatly curtail if not ruin 
our commerce : that Russia & Sweden being engaged in 
a common cause with her would not be sensible or 
perhaps indiSerent to y" measures she might pursue 
towards neutrals : that Denmark was too. feeble & her 
situation too critical to oppose her views : that y" U. S. 
from their love of peace, their internal divisions, & 
from y' nature of their gov* w'' hardly dare to oppose the 
principles she might set op, or if they did that our hos- 
tilities w'* be feeble & of no avail ag" her naval superi- 
ority. The conduct to our flag since July last must 
convince every unprejudiced mind, especially if taken in 
connection with T/ Sheffield's pamphlet & one since 
written, that her intention has not been less to reduce 
the commerce of y" U. S. than to curtail y° influence & 
power of France. The coalition was formed & projected 
under as many circumstances to promise success as can 
well be devised, not a crowned head in Europe but what 

• The omitted portion of this letter relates to the manflKement of Mr. Bowdoin's estate 
on the island of Naushon, in regard to which minute directions are given. See B Mass. 
Ul9t. Coll., vol. V. p, 366 note. — Eds. 
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was a party to it; and it is whispered, but take care how 
Buch a suggestion sh* appear to come from me, that even 
Spain was to join her aid in y^ common cause : but such 
has been the promptitude of B-'s measures & y' celerity 
of his movements that in all probability the coalition is 
or will be disgracefully broken up : and I expect that y' 
British ministry will see too many dangers in bringing 
about an open rupture with y* U. S. Our consumption 
of her manufactures seems to be her last hope for the 
preservation of her independence, and madness can hardly 
be conceived so outrageous as to cut off this last prop & 
add the permanent loss of our custom & commerce to 
every other difficulty with w''" she seems to be threatened. 
But lest she sh'' persist in her error, & sh'* consider that 
as her situation becomes critical, a more rigid adherence 
to her system of restriction upon neutrals may be neces- 
siiry, I will endea\our to give you such information as I 
have in regard to the decisions in her prize c'\ M' 
Monroe in his last letter to me dated in Nov' (13) says 
that y' Admiralty Judge in a late decision, in which he 
adverted to y* impression w'^'' had been taken from his 
former ones, w""" he called erroneous, stated that a com- 
merce in y* productions of an enemy's colony might be 
lawful, if they had become a part of y° stock of y* neutral 
country, it was understood that he admitted such pro- 
ductions to be a part of y'' stock if they were hot in y' 
neutral country by y' exporter, but as y" decision & doc- 
trine by w* he supported it turned on y" question of y* 
continuity of y" voyage, over w'* he seemed to claim an 
absolute controul, there is no security that he will here- 
after consider that circumstance as conclusive proof; he 
may possibly insist, sh^ he find that restriction complied 
with, that other circumstances controul it & push y' 
pretensions of his gov* step by step " till y" commerce 
was entirely cut up." I have an opinion of M' Sam' 
Williams to y* same effect; so that there seems to be a 
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reserve in y" conduct of y' judge, probably responding 
to one in y' cabinet, w'*' means in y* event of y* coalition 
proving iinsuccessfQl to avoid an open rupture; tliat this 
is probably y' policy may be infered from the slowness 
with w'*' J* trials proceed, & that when they are made 
y" vessells are generally acquitted ; so that 1 apprehend, 
when y" ace" of y' battle of Austerlitz shall have reached 
Lond" y* consequences of it will be seen & felt in a very 
general acquittal; that y" cabinet will seey* wisdom of 
returning to her old ground, or at least so modified as 
not to cliange y' political posture of y° U. S. Remember 
I give yon this opinion confidentially, grounded upon 
the best facts I am able to procure here. But in y* 
event of an opposite conduct arising frotn a reaj or pre- 
tended necessity to intercept y* resources of France thr5 
y" "channels of her commerce with neutrals, I think it 
necessary to draw your attention to an important subject 
at home, at your elbow, w** will require all y" vigilance, 
attention & foresight of w'"" you are capable. This is 
strong & alarming language, but I think it my duty 
to alarm you at y° present conjuncture. I refer to your 
banks, insurance companies, speculating projects, &c*, & 
to your debts k credits w"" may be predicated upon 
them. It is my advice to you to contract your business, 
to condence your affairs & avoid as much as possible 
y" giving & taking of credit. There is a great instability 
in property here ; and much greater may be expected 
from y* revolutions & changes in gov'" w'*" are taking 
place in all parts of Europe. Gov"^ are not susceptible 
of sudden change, without producing great injury to y' 
properties of individuals. That you may see how in- 
dividuals may become affected by sudden changes in a 
gov*, conceive to yourself the situation of a holder of y" 
public notes of Spain or of Austria only a few months 
since, & think what his present situation must be in 
respect to such kind of property ! Let me ask you what 
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w^ be y" situation of public or private credit was y' 
French to make good a landing in England, when the 
stocks & every species of paper credit is tottering & 
ready to fall from its own weight. The British system 
of credits both public & private once interrupted by 
a great & general calamity at home or abroad, the bubble 
w'* burst & all y* attendant evils would flow in. You are 
too well acquainted with credits & bank operations & y* 
manner in w'^* they are interwoven in all commercial 
transactions to require me to show you how these evils 
could be induced or brot about. When I consider the 
peculiar situation of y*' British nation, with respect to y" 
war in which she is engaged, the invasion with w'"" she is 
threatened, & y' dangers to w'"" she is exposed from a 
delusive paper medium I tremble for the consequences; 
no one I believe has yet attempted to calculate y^ evils 
w** would flow from a sudden discredit of the paper of 
that country by its ceasing to be a representative of 
specie, & its debts, credits, & commerce left without a 
substitute except in a consequent appreciation of the 
precious metals! suffice it to say, that y* calamity 
would be frightful, & that y* shock would be severely 
felt in every country to which y" commerce extends; but 
what revolutions have not y" present generation experi- 
enced ! I don't know then how to advise you better 
than by telling you that considering the present state 
of Europe, the peculiar situation of our commerce & y" 
undue & dangerous circulation of paper in our country, 
than to recommend to you what has been above sug- 
gested, to trim the ship, to reef the sails, & to prepare for 
laying to, untill y" impending tempest shall be in some 
measure dissipated, or its direction be better ascertained. 
Keep the following hint to yourself, I have it from the 
best authority, that whilst y* Spanish gov' refuses to sell 
bills upon the colonies at Madrid, they may be procured 
from the agents at Paris to almost any am", & that a very 
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large sum has been lately purchased by a house in Hol- 
land from 3/ to 3/6 sterl* y* dollar. It is probably made 
on ace" of y" English East India C", & y* dollars will be 
probably taken in y' colonies & sent to Canton for their 
use. If you can turn this information to any ace" let me 
know. I don't know why it w** not answer for our 
merch** trading to Canton. I omitted to mention to you 
concerning the timber at Naushon, that it w* be best to 
have it cut & sold, with all y" necessary precautions to 
procure y" sale of y' good & bad together ; & that y* trees 
he so cut as to make y" greatest quantity of timber, other- 
wise great loss & waste may be expected. It is y' old & 
decaying timber w'"' ought to be first cut & y" residue 
left for future growth. Among the papers left in my 
desk there is an unexecuted agreem* for a vessell to be 
built at Naushon with y' timber growing there ; it was 
well digested at y* time, & contains y* material checks 
in respect to culling the timber. I omitted another 
circumstance respecting y" improvm* of y' island, w"'' 
applies strongly to all large open plains of light lands 
especially, w"" is that to bring them into a state of good 
cultivation, the enclosures sh'* be lined or surrounded 
with trees to intercept high winds w"'' carry off the finer 
& more fertile parts of such soils. This has been found 
necessary to improve y" commons & waste lands in Engl^. 
I wish therefore as fast as y" new walls shall be completed 
that trees may be planted by the sides of them, & that 
three or four small enclosures be made in different parts 
of y" island in which sh* be planted some locust trees with a 
quantity of y' seed of the tree, to be kept as nurseries for 
this purpose. I w*" not however depend upon these alone, 
as y^ beech nuts & oak acorns sh'* be planted along side 
such walls in a furrow to be made by a plough upon each 
Bide of y* walls at such a distance as not to endanger the 
walls ; a brush fence I apprehend might be easily made 
to answer for a few y" untill y* young trees sh* get out of 
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y reach of cattle. Please to mention this circumstance 
to M' Bullard & tell him that he must encourage as much 
as possible y* growth of wood upon the skirts of j" island, 
to shelter it as much as possible from y* high sea winds. 
I omitted also to ask y" state of y* marshes, whether they 
are all ditched & staked, or what has been done upon this 
subject in regard to them? Please to reduce y" parts 
of this letter w"'' respect y* island to queries & desire M"' 
Bullard to reply to them in y'' shortest & best manner. 
I observe you have rented the mansion house & y" Bunch 
of Grapes in State Street, & I have no doubt you have 
done for y' best. With respect to y* land in y* reiir of y* 
house, if y" money c'* be actually obtained & put out of 
all possible risk by being paid in hand, & can be imeadi- 
ately invested in public securities, I shall be willing to 
take thirteen thousand dollars for it, if more cannot be 
had ; but it must be put beyond all possibility of loss, for 
I w'' have no deed promised or given until y" sum be fully 
secured ; and further that an adequate & sufBeient wall 
sh^ be built & be forever sustained to keep y" bank or 
ground of my garden in its present condition unless I sh'* 
otherwise choose to alter it; the fee of y* estate to rest 
upon this condition or to revert in case of non fullfill- 
ment, allowing a certain time for notice to be given of its 
going to ruin or want of repair. Please to have j° public 
securities placed to my name & a list of them with y' 
numbers sent to me ; as also any other iv* you may 
buy upon my acc°. I wish to have a brick wall eight or 
nine feet high to be made round my garden and for this 
purpose I wish you would consult y" abutters, who w^ 
derive equal convenience from it, especially Deacon Phil- 
lips, as it w* afford a good wall for fruit ; after consulting 
them, I shall be obliged to you to acquaint me with y" 
expence & what you can find it to be undertaken for. I 
wish also a precise plan & elevation of y" ground in front 
& rear, the precise situation of y° h™ abutting, y" shape & 
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elevation ofy' slopes, ftc", aa I will have a plan made 
here, for the purpose of beautifying it, & skreening the 
ground from 'the abutters as much as possible. Please 
to let me know what sales you have made of y* eastern 
lands, & whether you & D"' Corey conduct y' business rela- 
tive to them to your common satisfaction, as well as to 
my interest. I have been about writing to y* D' for some 
time past, but my occupations have put it out of my 
power, I have thus, my dear Sir, replied to y' several 
parts of your letters k given you such information re- 
specting my affairs as has occurred to me at present. It 
only remains for me to speak of our friends & family. I 
observed by our late letters, that Lady Temple has seri- 
ous thoughts of coming to England & that she means to 
embark early in the spring: I would only observe, that I 
am VERY SORRY to notice it, & that she will repent it & 
will reap both mortification & disappointm" from the cir- 
cumstance, with a certain injury to her affairs which she 
will find it difficult to repair. It certainly appears ex- 
traordinary that Lady Temple sh* think of it at this time, 
when the prudent people in England, not tied down to y" 
soil, are seriously thinking of making their retreat. The 
motives to that disposition are well known & I am sur- 
prised that Lady Temple does not know better how to 
appreciate y' advantages of her situation than to think of 
it. Let Lady Temple be quiet where she is a little longer, 
& her remaining children will be about her from y* incon- 
veniences w* they must find from continuing in Europe. 
For my part I wish myself at home, & as soon as I can 
honourably acquit myself of y' commission with w""" I am 
charged, I shall seize the first opp''' for retnrning. I shall 
write to Lady Temple the first leisure moments I have. 
James, I hope, is not drawing his mother into this mad 
scheme of coming to Europe. Tell him 1 have rec^ sev- 
eral letters from him k that I shall answer them as soon as 
I can find time ; but that it is neither for his interest nor 
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for his mother's to think of going to England. Give my 
most affectionate regards to my sister, & tell her for once 
to let my advice to her be paramount to any other. M' 
Bowdoin & Sarah have written to Lady T. & M" Winthrop 
& Eliza three letters, since they have been in Paris. Sarah 
makes great proficiency in French, & is much pleased with 
her present situation. Give my best regards to M'' "Win- 
throp & to your family generally. I have bot a number 
of school books, w'"" I shall send to you for the use of y' 
boys by y" first opp'' ; but I am not yet apprized of the 
best opp''' of sending to y' sea coast. When I am I shall 
send out a few books, pictures, &c% to y" care. Pray send 
me the size of our lowest rooms & y' height, & such a 
description of y' floors that I may send out carpets for 
them. Pray write to me concerning our affairs with Spain, 
& particularly concerning the disposition & spirit of y^ H" 
of Eep* in relation to our foreign concerns. In my next 
T hope that I shall be able to give you some ace" of them. 
Remember me to M' Sears, y* Sherriff, & our neighbours 
generally, to M' Balch, D' Jeffen'ies, & all enquiring 
friends, & believe me with much respect & esteem, d' Sir, 
Very sincerely yours. 

James Bowdoin. 
P. S. I omitted to acknowledge y* rec' of yours of 
y" 31" Aug*, w""" by some mistake happened not to be put 
upon file. I must refer you to my next in answer to 
a certain suggestion in that letter respecting our disputes 
with Spain. I w^ just mention to you, that M' Sullivan, 
my sec'^, w^ find great convenience in having it in his 
power to wear a military dress. It w'* give him respect 
& save him expence in going to court & to other public 
places. M' S has served three j-" in y' Cadet C", & has 
some claim to a commission from that circumstance. I 
shall be obliged to you if you see your w-ay clear to 
apply to y^ Gov" to give him a commission as Major in 
y" militia; and if it would give it weight you may sug- 
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gest that T sh^ take it as a favour. Perhaps it may be 
necessary that some gen' officer sh^ appoint him as one 
of his aids de champs ; sh* the application be Hkely to fail 
for y' want of this choice, I have no doubt Gen* Varnnm 
ivould upon intimation make y' request of y* Governour. 
I think y' Gov' must be above allowing any little party 
motives to operate as an objection, as it may be ultimately 
a benefit to y' service to have a young man of observa- 
tion to consider himself an American officer, who may be 
thereby induced to enquire into the late improvem*' made 
in y* art militaire, especially in this country. Believe me 
Yours &c'. . 

J. B. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEOKGE W. ERVING. 

PABia, Jan. 7", 1306. 
G. W. Ervijjq, Esq". 

My dear Sir, — I have been in a peculiar situation 
here in respect to certain propositions w"'' have been 
informally made to me in a way w"" I cannot as yet 
explain, being under positive injunctions for the present, 
but ■w"'' I'sh* not extend to you notwithstanding, was 
I not afraid to commit them to paper to be transmitted 
by post ; but you shall be acquainted with them as soon 
as I can find a safe opp*^ of writing to you. These 
propositions, a long letter to y" gov', with many to my 
private friends, have given me so much employm' that 
I have not had time to write to you since that of y' 5*"^ of 
Dec, w* by yours of y" 20'^ ult" I observe that you have 
rec*. Your letter of the S'* with its duplicate I duely 
rec^ thro M' Lee, & imeadiately wrote to Mess. Willinks^ 
Vanstaphorst & C" concerning y" bills you had drawn 
upon them, & there is no reason to suppose but that they 
will be duely honor'd. Your letter of y* IS*"* containing 
y' conversation with , &c% has failed, & in all proba- 
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bjlity has fallen into y' hands of y" gov*. Let me know 
under whose cover you sent it; great care must be taken 
what you write, v/"^ shall implicate or give information 
of y" views or opinions of the 215. 1576. 1118.*; 1399. 
1229. 637.,t w"' he hates, is jealous of him. When you see 
him again, remember to impress y^ advantages of being 
a land-holder in y"*!!. S. ; that y" land rises very rapidly 
in value ; and that as he owns a large tract to y' east- 
ward of y* Kio Bravo you must not fail to excite his ava- 
rice by y*' advantages w""" W* immediately be derived to 
its value by its becoming an undisputed part of our terri- 
tory. I have reasons for giving this hint. I observe 
what you mention of y^ news in y^ Boston Palladi'inn, & 
I have no doubt of y" measures of our gov' becoming 
hostile ; or in other words -that we shall take possession 
of y' disputed territory in every part of it, if not of y'' 
Floridas at the same time to indemnify the spoliations. 
With respect to our disputes with Great Britain the 
ministry I believe has already given way. The state of 
y* coalition is such that I have no doubt of the line of 
conduct they will take; indeed a fortnight since I saw 
a reserve in their proceedings w""" clearly indicated that 
they liad strong doubts of their measures & that they 
were evidently looking for news from y^ continent to 
determine whether they sh'* proceed to enforee the prin- 
ciples of 1756, or to return to y* Rule of 1801 ostensibly 
modified but radically y'''same. I observed that altho 
their ports were full of our vessells carried in, yet y" trials 
proceeded very slowly ; y* judge professed to have 
changed no opinions; the trials were frequently ad- 
journed, but y" vessclls generally cleared ; but their be- 
ing no hope of resisting France but thro y* credit v/"^ she 
derives from y" almost exclusive possession of y* advan- 
tages of our commerce, there is little reason to think 
that when she is already crippled that she will throw 

• Trinceof Peace. —Eds. f This government, — Eds. 
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away her principal support. No ! she will succomb, & 
J* next news I expect from our friend M' Monroe will 
indicate different & an altered condnet towards him. 
The neutrality of Prussia is settled; also peace with 
Austria ; Naples is soon to be incorporated with y* King- 
dom of Italy ; and the French army for the want of 
employm' will soon return to Boulogne to again alarm, 
if not to conquer Britain. My last dispatches of w"" I 
wrote to you proved only a copy of instruct" to consuls, 
marshals, &c*, w*^*" I suppose you have seen, or if not you 
may certainly find them in y'' hands of M' Young. I 
understand I have letters from EngF if not dispatches 
from America — between this & I{ot[terdam] ; if they 
contain any thing I shall write to you concerning them. 

At present I w^ only suggest to you that in case y" 
proposals I have under consideration shall fail, there will 
only remain one line of conduct to procure y" Floridas 

6 a decent consideration for the spoliations, w'* is to 
endeavour to convince y" Prince of Peace that if we are 
obliged to recur to this gov* for its friendly offices, that 
it must be to y" manifest disadvantage of Spain ; for the 
reason that whatever money shall be agreed to be paid, 
will be by so[me] device or other drawn into the French 
treasury, & from what has been suggested of y^ plan w"** 
has been sent to y' U. S., this will certainly be y* case. 
They had better therefore save both reputation & money 
by treating directly with y" U. S. without y" interven- 
tion of this gov'. If y" Prince of will agree to accept 

2 milions of doll" payable at Mad^, either in specie 
or securities of y* U. S. for the Floridas, allow from 5 to 

7 milion of doU" for Span"" spoliations in bills upon y' 
colonies, to be distributed to y^ claim** by y* gov' of y" 
U. S., the river Colorado to become y" western boundary 
of y^ U. S., unless the Prince might be acted upon [tom] 
to y" river Brave for the reasons before stated, I w^ 
imeadiately set out for Madrid & close y* treaty without 
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further delay. I cannot add at present except to let 
me know y" effect of this suggestion, if joii sh'* think it 
best to make it. As I write for y' & my convenience my 
letters may or may not contradict each other, but this 
need not be regarded for reasons before stated. My 
family desire to be remembered to you. Believe me 
always, w*"" much esteem, 

Yours. J. B. 

I shall write to you again in a day or two. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEOEGE W. EETING.* 
G. W. Ebving, Esq". 

Mt deak Sir, — I wrote to you a lengthy letter of 
the 7"" inst' to w"'' please to be refered. I have since met 
the agent of y« agent 1576. 1385. 215. 1576. 1118 [of the 
Prince of Peace] ; so far as a man can be considered such 
who is empowered by him to appropriate y° proceeds 
1576. 502. 262. 668. U70. 970 [of East & West Florida] 
to y" payment of certain demands w'^'' he has upon the 
225. 448. 754. 692. 490. 653 [Spanish treasury] w='' can- 
not be adjusted, except by a recurrence to this 229. 637 
[government] to full6U her guarantee : in this case there 
will be great danger that 992 [France] will take 502. 262. 
668. 1170. 970 [Bast Florida] to her own ace" & pay y' 
money stipulated. 1385. 391 [The sum] is about 987. 648. 
1576. 794. 1067 [four millions dollars]. Thus circum- 
stanced I have rec^ 219. 1148. 1098. 565. 1067 [proposi- 
tions] w"'' had for their object the adjustra' of the whole 
business, and I am told 1501. 755. 653. 1087. 883. 1385 
[treaty settling the] whole 845. 229. 1372 [dispute] could 
be obtained, admitting I was 539. 205. 520 [empowered] 
tfe was willing to agree npon y^ sum to be paid : how far 
this agent of an agent can be depended upon, whether the 
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pretended or real agent 1525. J%^. 1385. 215. 1576. 
1118 [of the Prince of Peace] is able to induce measures 
of such consequence & that too from an anxiety in 1385. 
255. 448. 1229. 637 [the Spanish government] to pro- 
vide for a particular species of debt is question of some 
importance as well as doubt, but as y' 391 [sum] to which 
I am limited, or I shall think myself so, before I receive 
further 1426. 24. 1433. 1067. 999. 934. 1229. 637 [in- 
structions from our government] is not likely to meet y 
wishes and views of y* particular creditors in question of 
138. 255. 448. 1229. 637 [the Spanish government], I 
think it best to proceed in such a manner as to give to 
y' 255. 1438. 1229. 637 [Spanish government] such a view 
of y' case as she may if possible be induced to close y= 
subject of our disputes as soon as may be. In order to 
this we ought to ascertain what our own gov' expects, & 
then what 1385. 225. 448. 1229. 637 [the Spanish govern- 
ment] might be induced to. do without y^ interference of 
995 [France] & what it might be actually obliged to do 
with it. With respect to the first I had made 1501. 839. 
■ 272. 1576. 1385. 1426. 24. 1433. 1067. 1576. 934. 1229. 
637. 569 [a digest of the instructions of our government 
to] Mr. Monroe dated April 18 & July 8'", 1804, & also 
of y° 23 of May, 1805. I must refer you to them, they 
being nothing more than to leave 1385 [the] whole 845. 
229. 1372 [dispute] just as 1440 [it] then stood, only 
giving a free license to our vessels & citizens to have free 
egress & regress to & from y= rivers & waters running 
into y^ Gfulph of Mexico & lying between y" Apichieocha 
& y* Iberville ; presuming that these instructions suffi- 
ciently expose y' directions of our gov', it remains to be 
considered what prospect there is that y' Spanish gov' 
may be induced to close with its views & be brot into a dis- 
position to adjust its disputes & differences with y' U. S. 
■Was y* Spanish gov' left to itself aUh6 it is sore under y" 
loss of Louisiana for w"'' it is probable she w'' have been 
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induced to have paid even more than what y* U. S. gave 
France for it, yet upon mature reflection she cannot 
think it for her honour or interest to have 992. 569. 
1430. 327. 501. 1385. 1073. 169. 628 [Frnnce to interfere 
in the scheme] therefore is 569. 554. 513. 545. 177 [to 
threaten her] -with that 1430. 327. 546 [interference] 
& to shew her what is but too obvious that if 992 
[France] undertakes it that she will expect 731. 161. 429. 
864 [remuneration] in some form or other, and it seems 
hardly necessary to repeat to yon that Mr. 880. 472. 262. 
1592. 1067. 219. 1148. 1098. 585. 1067. 934. 1229. 637 
[Livingston's propositions to our government] & those 
since made by 1208. 1501 [General Armstrong] incontro- 
vertibly prove y^ disposition 1576. 1399. 1229, 637 [of 
this government] upon this subject. As to this last 1501 
[Armstrong] was, for what reason I know not, laid under 
y^ strongest injunction 1 576. 1075, 1054, 1066 [of secrecy] 
was required to forward them 569, 1385. 78 [to the 
President] instead of 1385. 826. 637- 1576. 264 [the 
department of State], and what is y* more extraordinary 
is that he sh'^ do all this without being 996. 548. 897. 
569. 1385. 219. 1148, 1098. 1067 [friendly to the prop- 
ositions] themselves, 1385. 219. 1148. 1098. 1067. — ■ 
1384. 1385, 49. 90, 741. 1426. 709, 1092. 1535, 1034, 
569. 496. 970. 668, 1541. 569. 1426. 821. 401. 1401, 26. 
981. 995, 254. 1587. 1401. 864. 1067. 1426. 255. 448. 
1153. 1067. 569. 741. 1426. 709. 1092. 981, 284. 1385. 
1454. 897. 1429. 569. 1385. 1170. 1576. 1385. 1040. 
1513. 1501. 569, 736. 1426. 821. 449. 981. 255. 448, 
254. 1587. 1401. 864 [The propositions are, that the U. S. 
should relinquish all claim to W. Florida and also to 
indemnifications for French spoliations in Spanish ports, 
to relinquish forever the lands lying to the west of the 
Colorado, to receive indemnity for Spanish spoliations] 
bona fide such 1426. 255. 448. 1335. 1452. 1067 [in 
Spanish bills] upon y^ colonies & to pay 1375. 648. 1576 
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794. 1067 [ten millions of dollars] at Paris in cash or y' 

public securities of y= 49. 981. 501. 668. 496. 970 [U. S., 
for East & West Florida]. These are the 219. 1148. 1098. 
1067 [propositions] which 1501 [Armstrong] read to me, 
but w^ not permit me to take a copy of them; he, how- 
ever, told me that they were 1426. 1385, 1249. 1200. 1440. 
1429. 1576. 1366. 501. 720. 801 [in the hand-writing 
of Tallyrand]. The point now to be ascertained is, how 
these facts, very important indeed, can be communicated 
without hazard 569. 1385. 215. 1576. 1118 [to the Prince 
of Peace] and without bringing about an eclaircissement 
1190. 1366. 501. 720. 801. 668. 1385. 21. 1067. 178 [with 
Tallyrand & the minister here] & c'' there be a confid" 
placed 1426. 1385. 215. 1576. 1118 [in the Prince of 
Peace], I am convinced that this fact w'* have great 
weight with him in inducing an adjustm' of our dis- 
putes without y« 1430. 327. 546, 1576. 1399. 1229. 637. 
[interference of this government]. So far has this 44 
[mediation] proceeded that 1501 [Armstrong] has several 
times s'' to me that he expected 875. 1452. 205. 1067 
[full powers] to adjust these disputes & that he had 
written 569. 1366. 501. 720. 801. [to Tallyrand] upon 
the subject of them, since even I have been in Paris. 
The proceeds of this sale, as well as y^ method of trans- 
fering them 569. 1385. 1037. 301. 327. 1067. 1356. 1399. 
1229. 637. [to the coffers of this government] has been 
suggested. The question then as far as it respects 256 
[Spain] seems then to be reduced to 1594. 1149. 1175. 
256. [one point, whether Spain] will put 1399. 845. 229. 
1372, 1067. [this dispute] out of her own hands by w""* a 
loss 1576. 148. 668. 746. 493. 864 [of money and reputa- 
tion] must be incured, or whether she will consent to an 
equitable adjustm" of it, derive the advantage of 1385. 
148. 1426. 1249. 981. 501. 668. 496. 970 [the money 
in hand for E. and W. Florida] whilst she will provide 
for an equitable adjustm* of her 1034. 1067". 792. 1335. 
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1452. 1067. [claims by bills] upon her colonies, thereby 
settle her differences & fix an undisputed frontier be- 
tween her colonies & y^ U. S. Whatever is or may be 
done upon this subject, it must be so managed to cause 
no ill blood or open dispute; & to avoid this, it must 
be either not noticed at all, or it must be required un- 
der the hands o£ 1385. 21 [the minister] that no notice 
shall be taken of it as it w'^ bring on a warm altercation 
699. 1109 [at Paris] first, 1331. 1501. 668. 1366. 501. 720. 
801. 1608. 1448. 713. 1366. 501. 720. 801. [between Arm- 
strong and Tallyrand, Parker — Tallyrand] & w'* probably 
stir up much strife & uneasiness, might be y" means of 
putting an end to all possibility of 1546. 1002. 1338. 653. 
1513. 1443. 934. 845. 229. 1372. 1067. [amicably adjust- 
ing our disputes]. Deliberate well upon these things, 
& take care not to involve 664. ]081. 908. 628. 908. ]385. 
49. 1426. 838. 653. [yourself or me or the U. S. in diffi- 
culty] upon this subject. 

Since writing y" foregoing I have rec'' y" Presid''^ speech, 
a part of w'^ I forwarded to you. The whole, I under- 
stand is to be published in y Argos of this day. Gen' 
Armstrong sent it to y" editor for insertion, & if there 
is nothing found ofFensive to y* policy of this gov' it will 
doubtless appear, & of course you will have it. Modera- 
tion & firmness characterize it ; and it is made clear that 
our disputes with Spain must soon ripen into open hostil- 
ity or an amicable adjustm*. 1 wish you to see the 215. 
1576. 1118 [Prince of Peace] imeadiately,& without attend- 
ing to y" former part of this letter to assure him in my name 
that 1 am sorry to see our affairs fast embroiling to a state 
of hostilities, that although 1 am waiting here to receive 
y* directions of our gov', yet notwithstanding, if it is his 
particular wish that I sh** proceed to Madrid imeadiately 
that I will do it as soon as possible, that I think it will be 
extremely unfortunate for the two countries to come to 
an open rupture when it may be safely & honourably 



y Google 



180e.] JAMES BOWDOIN. 287 

avoided, and that hostilities are inevitahle if no redress can 
be obtained or negociation opened to procure it ; that it is 
not for the honour or interest of Spain that our rights sh'* 
be longer withheld, or that our disputes sh"^ be refered to 
another power. 

Pray sound the 215 [Prince] upon this subject & if he 
829. 1435. 271. 167. 209. 506. 699. 606 [desires my pres- 
ence at Madrid], grounded upon any propositions w** 
come within y" "views of our gov' that desire ought to 
1310. 1448. 1101. 1361. 1078. & 1549. 297 [be kept 
secret ; and express] sh^ be sent to me as soon as pos- 
sible, & in y« mean time 1385. 1379. 601. 1067. 1576. 1385. 
755. 653. [the terras of the treaty] ought to be signed so as ' 
to leave no time for 1399. 1229. 637 [this government] 
to interfere. Let me hear from you as soon as possible, 
& send your letters to me under cover to 1307. 432 [Mr. 
Barnet], Mrs. B., Sarah, & Mr. Sullivan desire to be 
remembered to you. Believe me always, with much 
esteem, d' Sir, 

Yours. J. B. 

Paris, Jan. 15, 1806. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 

Paris, Feb. 3'^, 1806. 
G. W. Ebvikg, Esq. 

My dear Sir, — I wrote to you on the 7*^ & 15** ulf, 
since w"*" I have rec^ yours of y" 3^ & 20*^ of Jan. Yours 
of y*' 21*' & 22* Dec. still remain due. Of course I appre- 
hend that I shall have no further intelligence of them, 
except you forward me copies of them. I have very 
little to say at present unless to caution you ag^ taking 
y* ground of my last letter. By some unaccountable cir- 
cumstance 1208. 1501 * has been extremely & unjusti- 

* General Armstrong, Ihe AmFricnn minister M Paris. — Eos. 
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fiably reserved ; & I begun almost to think that we sh^ 
have no confidential communications, I have reason to 
think & to hope for y^ benefit of our country that we shall 
be less reserved in future. I wish therefore that you 
would suspend any communications to y* Prince of Peace 
on y^ subject of my last letter, untill you hear further from 
me, if you sh'^ suppose that M' Madison's instructions do 
not amount to a direction against it. If y" Prince might 
wish to know y" source of y" information given, you may 
refer him to M. Ouvras, y* fournisseur of this gov*. With 
respect to Don Trujo's having rec* full powers to treat, I 
believe it must be mere evasion : he c^ not give the power 
of disposing of y° Floridas to one man, & that of negociaf^ 
ing for y* same object to another. Nothing it is probable 
will or can be done nntill the propositions of y" Prince of 
Peace thro M. Ouvras shall be disposed of. This being y" 
state of things nothing can be expected to be done untill 
we hear further from our gov* ; and it is not probable 
that gov' will give further instructions untill Congress 
shall settle y* line of conduct to be pursued. A vessell 
in twenty two days from Baltimore has arrived at Lorient, 
but no letters from y* gov*, except a few lines to Gen' A. 
of no consequence. I have not yet seen y* Emperor or 
M. Tallerand, but I expect to in a few days. I shall write 
you upon every new occurrence, & shall depend upon 
your doing y' same, I have not lately heard from your 
father, or from M' Monroe since y^ IS"" of Nov. I have 
written to them both frequently. M" Bowdoin, Sarah, & 
M' Sullivan desire to be remembered to you. Believe me 
always with great attachm* & esteem, dear Sir, 
Very sincerely yours, &c*. 

J. B. 

P. S. Please to excuse the above, being written in 
haste. 
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JAMES MADISON TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 

Departmkst of State, FeL? the aO«', 1806. 

Sir, — The letters which I have received from you 
since your arrival at Madrid are under dates of 25"" 
Oct', 20 Nov', and 7'" Dec' last. 
. The communications made in the last relating to the 
general dispositions of the Spanish government and of the 
presiding character in its councils are not without impor- 
tance, but in the actual posture of the relations between 
the two countries, it continues to be the purpose of the 
President that the reserve enjoined in my letter of the 
1" Nov" towards the Spanish government should be strictly 
maintained. It is deemed improper after the result given 
by Spain to the overtures by an extraordinary mission 
from the United States, that any further negociations 
should be either instituted or invited on our part. The 
impropriety of tliis course is strengthened also by other 
Considerations, particularly those arising from the Span- 
ish measures in our neighbourhood, some of which are 
■ explained in the papers herewith enclosed. 

You will find by extracts also enclosed from late com- 
munications from Governor Claiborne, that it had become 
necessary to put an end to the protracted continuance of 
the Marquis de Casa Calvo, Morales, and other Spanish 
agents within the country ceded to the United States. 
It has been the effect of an indulgence that their de- 
parture was not much sooner required. In the pres- 
ent crisis, and under every appearance that it was 
procrastinated unnecessarily, and with a view to the 
means of an insiduous influence, the measure had become 
an ordinary precaution, as well as a necessary mark of 
self-respect. 

The enclosed publications of the correspondence of 
and with the Marquis de Yrujo, which have manifestly 
proceeded directly or indirectly from himself, need no 
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particular comment; and the President directs that you 
lay them without any comment whatever before the Span- 
ish government. 

General Miranda, who arrived in this conntry not very 
long since from England, has lately proceeded from the 
port of New York under circumstances which have awak- 
ened the suspicions and complaints both of the French 
and Spanish ministers. The enclosed copies of the cor- 
respondence with the former will enable you to controul 
the effect of any misrepresentations which may be made 
of it to the Spanish government. 

For the proceedings of Congress and the measures 
depending before them I refer to the series of news- 
papers which are herewith conveyed. 

I have the honor to be with great respect, Sir, 
Your ob' ser. 

James Madison. 

Geoege W. Ervikg, Esq", 

Charge dea Affaires of the U. Stataa of America. 
Madrid. 



COPY OF LETTER FROM MR, BOWDOIN TO THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATF.8. 

March 1", 1808, Paris. 
The Pbbsident of the U. States. 

Sir, — I should have written to yon ere this had I 
have had any thing to suggest to you which I could think 
of any importance beyond those communications which 
I have had the honor to transmit to you thro' the Secre- 
tary of State. By these letters you will doubtless have 
seen the line of conduct I have pursued in reference to 
my health, to my mission, and to the object necessarily 
connected therewith. I have suffered, Sir, much per- 
plexity lest I might be led into some step which might 
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disappoint your expectations, altho' under every circum- 
stance I felt confident, from the rectitude of your princi- 
ples, of that protection which your goodness and politeness 
have always afforded me. Permit me, however, to say 
that it gives me great satisfaction to find that the public 
interest has not in any case been impaired or impeded by 
the circumstance of my going to England, to which I was 
compelled from the necessity of the case j and it has 
happily contributed to the restoration of my health, as 
well as to furnish me with very important facts and infor- 
mation refering to my mission which could not have been 
otherwise obtained. It gave me the opportunity of be- 
coming intimately acquainted with Mr. Monroe, and of 
acquiring a share in his confidence which from political 
as well as personal motives I shall endeavour to cultivate. 
It gave me the opportunity of seeing distinctly the meas- 
ures and views of the British cabinet, and the insidious 
policy it was pursuing in regard to the United States, 
which in different events than those which were promised 
from the late coalition would have shewn itself in the 
open plunder of our commerce, if not in a new attempt 
upon the independence of the U. States; but the oppor- 
tunity for the attempt has failed and I trust forever, and 
she must now see her interest in a different policy. She 
must court our friendship, abandon her narrow specular 
tive theories and must recur to the broad principles of 
reciprocity and mutual advantage as the best security 
of her own independence and commerce. The death of 
Mr. Pitt and the coalition of parties in consequence of it 
must very much tend to hasten the circumstance, and 
I hope Mr Monroe will be induced to lieep his ground, 
and be the instrument of procuring indemnification for 
the late spoliations and of putting the commerce of the 
two countries upon a just and equitable footing. The 
same circumstance has proved no less beneficial in giving 
me the opportunity of seeing this gov' at an interesting 
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period and to have a near view o£ the character who is 
at the head of it. Without entering into the history of 
the events which placed him there, his situation became 
not less critical from the art with which the coalition had 
been combined than from the force of which it consisted, 
and the mind is left c[iute astonished at the activity and 
skill by which it is In a manner broken up. It is a singu- 
lar fact, which refers to the principal and leading meas- 
ui'es of the British cabinet from the beginning of the 
Trench Revolution, that her policy has tended not less to 
increase the power and influence of France upon the 
continent than to destroy the force and effect of those 
civil principles which grew out of the revolution of the 
U. States, and to substitute in their stead an efficient but 
an almost unchecked military government which has been 
by fraud, craft, or necessity engrafted upon the French 
Revolution. The character who is at the head of it 
seems to have been made for the occasion and for the 
events which have raised him to the imperial diadem, con- 
centrating in his own person in a manner all the legisla- 
tive and executive powers of this vast empire. He found 
the Republic weak and indecisive, wanting force to repel 
its enemies from without, and wisdom, union, and energy 
to settle it within. This great and singular character 
has now become not less distinguished as the greatest 
general of his own or perhaps past ages, but he is found 
to possess great and uncommon ministerial talents and 
official qualifications ; and it is not improbable from his 
genius and intense application to business that he will be 
found to be as much more able in the cabinet than Rich- 
lieu, Sully or Colbert, as he has proved himself superior 
in the field to Turrenne, Cond^, and Marshall Saxe. The 
same activity, order, and discipline which mark his military 
command and the composition of his armies distinguish 
his ministers in their arrangement, precision, and method. 
He requires digests of all their proceedings, and suffers 
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no business to pass unnoticed or which he does not scru- 
tinize. Talents, so various, refering equally to principles 
and details, equally to subjects requiring much or little 
investigation, accompanied with such application, industry, 
and imwearied attention, make him at once the wonder, 
the dread, and the admiration of Europe. Had France 
have had fewer foreign enemies, his military talents 
might have been less conspicuous. Had she have had 
fewer difficulties to contend with, fewer divisions and less 
discord, or have been less exhausted in her resources or 
less depressed in her agriculture, manufactures, and com- 
merce, his reputation for restoring order, law, and gov', 
and for reviving industry, economy, and entei-prise would 
have never reached its present height; and his gov' 
might be thought unstable and insecure from the volatile 
disposition and love of change in the French character. 
But there is little doubt that his gov* will prove as last- 
ing as his life, if it should not descend to the subordinate 
branches of his family. 

The effects of his late victories have already led to 
important political changes. All the states of Italy are 
in a manner reduced under his power, and his brother 
Joseph, it is said, will be shortly crowned King of the 
Sicilies. He has already divided the southern states of 
Germany into four principal divisions, Austria and Bohe- 
mia making one, which form a barrier to France upon 
that side, and even Prussia, it is said, has been obliged to 
yield some important points to meet his arrangements. 
Sweden and Denmark are too small to have any weight 
in the balance of his power; and Russia seems to be too 
distant to oppose it with effect; so that England may 
be probably left single-handed and alone to contest it. 
What direction English politics will take from the late 
changes in the ministry, and under existing circumstances 
whether they will tend to peace or to a more confirmed 
hostility, is not yet known. It is not probable that the 
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measures of the ministry are yet digested, if their opin- 
ions are generally agreed upon and settled. 

With respect to the situation of Spain, it is so com- 
pletely under the control of this gov' that it has but the 
semblance of independence, and it may be considered as 
little more than a department of France with the Prince 
of Peace its prefect. Our disputes therefore with Spain 
may be considered as disputes with this gov', of which if 
there was any doubt before, the late requested interposi- 
tion to this gov' to interfere with its good offices to settle 
the boundaries of Louisiana and to adjust the differences 
with the U. States, must put it beyond all question. 
The secret propositions which have been made, and the 
individual speculations grounded upon them, have contrib- 
uted not a little to render the adjustment of our disputes 
precarious and uncertain. I believe it to be obvious that 
■whilst France and Spain are at war with England, there 
is a greater probability of their listening to equitable 
arrangements than in a time of peace. Their colonies are 
then of little consequence to them, and their commerce 
which is carried on with them must be principally thro' 
neutrals. This circumstance gives value to the friendship 
of the U. States, and must excite alarm at the prospect 
of their hostility. I conceive, therefore, that our disputes 
with Spain should be pushed to an immediate adjustment, 
and that no time should be lost in bringing forward deci- 
sive propositions as the alternative of peace or war. In 
such case, I have no doubt our disputes will be honorably 
and satisfactorily adjusted. It is my opinion that the 
Floridas may be obtained for three or four millions of 
dollars, provided the war between France and England 
should continue and that time be given for the adjust- 
ment and payment of the claims of our citizens for spolia- 
tion.s, not barred, as is pretended, by the convention with 
France in the year 1800. The Rio Bravo should be fixed 
as the western boundary of Louisiana, altho' subject to be 
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SO modified if required as to be carried to the eastward, 
say, as far as the Collorado, upon the reduction of a spe- 
cific sum for the price of the Floridas. If this snm is 
made considerable, it will probably prove the .means of 
settling the boundary iu the Kiver Bravo, for the reason 
that the sum to be paid for the Floridas will probably 
rest with France, which if the war continues will be 
much wanted, and in that case the scrupules of Spain in 
having the U.. States so near a neighbour to their colony 
of Mexico, will be easily dispensed with in favor of a fair 
claim which the U. States have to the territory quite to 
that river. There still remains an indispensable stipula- 
tion, a sine qua non, which must be attended to; even if 
the state of the treasury should not require it, which is 
that whatever sum shall be authorized to be given for the 
Floridas, that the same should be paid in the securities of 
the U. States. This circumstance, by affording an oppor- 
tunity for private speculations, will produce all the effect 
and influence of douceurs, which it is said are openly 
given and received by the agents of European gov*'. I 
shall endeavour to keep as clear as possible from meas- 
ures of this sort, being neither authorized by the gov*, nor 
countenanced by you, Sir, 

I was introduced to the Emperor on the 23^^ ultimo, 
and was very cordially received. He asked if our affairs 
with Spain were yet adjusted, and whether Mr. Monroe 
was at Madrid. On my replying that Mr. Monroe was in 
England, he said quite loud, " II est un fort brave homme." 
A handsome compliment, to which it is well known here 
that Mr. Monroe is justly entitled. Please to present my 
respectful regards to Mr. Madison, and to Gen' Dearborn, 
• and to believe me, with the highest consideration and 
esteem, Sir, 

Your faithful & m" obed* serv*. 

(Signed) James Bowdoin'. 



y Google 



296 THE BOWDOIN AND TEMPLE PAPERS. [1806. 

JAMES BOWDOIN TO JAMES MADISON. 

(Copy.) 

Paris, March 9'h, 1806. 
The Hon. Jas. Madison. 

Sir, — I wrote to you on the 7'*' & 27"* of December 
and on the 17"* ultimo, and still continue without your 
favors. I am now more particularly to acquaint you 
that my worthy and highly esteemed friend Mr. George 
Erving, Esq., of London, father of Geo. W. Erving, Esq., 
charg^ d'affaires of the U. States near the court of his 
Catholic Majesty, died on the 18*" January last, and that 
Mr. Erving received the melancholy intelligence of the 
event on the 21'* of Feb'', by which circumstance the 
necessity of the case has required him to quit Madrid 
to return to England. He left Madrid for Lisbon on the 
25*"" of Feb* j he wrote to you the day before, and ac- 
quainted you with the necessity he was under of return- 
ing to England for a short time. He has left Mr. Moses 
Young in charge of the affairs of the U. States, and pre- 
sented him to Mr. Cevallos, the minister for foreign af- 
fairs, and engaged him to acquaint me with occurrences 
of any consequence which might take place. 

As the adjustment of our differences with Spain has 
been committed to the interposition of this gov*, Mr. 
Tallerand, as I am told by Gen' Armstrong, is waiting 
for dispatches from the French minister to the U. States 
for information respecting them ; but I suppose he is 
rather expecting the result of the inofficial propositions 
sent by Gen' Armstrong to the President. It is these 
inofficial propositions, bottomed in my opinion upon no 
correct principles, refering to the interest or policy of the 
U. States, which have completely tied my hands, and. 
placed me in a disagreable situation between duty and 
etiquette, the one prompting me to measures which my 
judgment approved, whilst I am restrained by the other 
for the sake of keeping up a friendly correspondence with 
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Geu' Armstrong. I was presented to the Emperor on the 
23"^ ult° and was graciously received, but I have not as 
yet seen Mr, Tallerand or been introduced to him, altho' 
it is more than six weeks since Gen' Armstrong and I 
sent him our cards. I acquaint you with this fact, as 
I shall with every other of any importance, refering to 
my mission. I have been anxiously desirous of receiv- 
ing your instructions, hut I conclude from your letter to 
Mr. Erving of Nov P, and from the critical situation of 
our affairs with England, that the President has thought 
it best to hang up our disputes with Spain by suspending 
the negotiations until! our affairs with England should be 
better explained. 

Please to present my most respectful regards to the 
President, to whom I had the honor to write on the l** 
instant. Please also to present my respectful compli- 
ments to Geti^ Dearborn, and believe me, with great 
esteem and attachment, very respectfully, Sir, 
Your faithful & obed' serv*. 

James Bowdoin. 



INSTRUCTIONS COMMON TO J. A. & J. B.* 

IS"' March, 1806. WABemoTotf. 

Sir, — As soon as any authority at Paris shall be ready 
on the part of Spain, you will enter on the subject (of 
your commission ), and press it to a conclusion with aa 
much celerity and decision aa circumstances will justify. 

The terms stated as your guide require little esplana^ 
tion more than accompanies the several articles. (See 
the project of a conventional arrangement with explana- 
tions.) The object with the United States is to secure 
West Florida, which is essential to their interests, and to 
obtain East Florida, which is important to them; pro- 

* Printed from a copy in Ibe bandwriting of General Armstroag. — Eds. 
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curing at the same time equitable indemnities from Spain 
for the injuries for wliicli. she is answerable; to all which 
the proposed exchange of territory k arrangement of 
western boundary may be made subservient. 

The desire manifested by the H. of Representatives in 
the Resolution herewith enclosed, that such exchange 
and arrangement may be found sufficient without any 
price in money, will engage all your attention and exer- 
tions. If the exchange stated in the Resolution (with 
the Sabine River for our western boundary below the 
ridge dividing the waters ninning into the Mississippi 
from those running into the Gulph westward of the 
mouth of that river) can be obtained, the exchange will 
be satisfactory, especially if accompanied with a reason- 
able provision for the indemnities due from Spain to the 
citizens of the United States. If the exchange can be 
obtained even without this last provision, or without in- 
cluding the territory eastward of the Perdldo or any 
pecuniary payment for territory westward of it, it is not 
to be rejected ; but in that case it will be extremely desir- 
able to make the authorised establishment of an interval 
of territory (not to be settled for a given period) sub- 
servient to a provision for indemnities. 

In order to determine the price and the payment to 
Spain for her cession of territory, and to provide indemni- 
ties for the spoliations and other injuries for which Spain 
is responsable, you will add to the articles sent others 
proper on those subjects. For the several modifications 
which will best comport with the conveniency of our 
treasury & the sentiments of the Secretary of that De- 
partment I refer to copies of a letter & paper from hiin 
herewith inclosed ; stating to you generally for your 
guide : 

1", that the sum to be made payable to Spain for her 
cession is not to exceed five millions of dollars. 

2^, that as little as possible and in no event more than 
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two millions are to be paid prior to the delivery of 
possession or the ratification. 

3'^, that as ample a provision as possible be made for 
indemnities either by constituting a board of com' for 
settling them or by a sum in gross sufficient to cover 
their probable amount, (which is not less than four mill* 
of dollars) & distributable by the United States to such 
claimants and in such proportions as may be decided 
under their authority. 

This last mode of providing for the object will be the 
best if the sum in gross be equal to the amount of claims 
likely to be allowed by a board of commissioners. 

It is particularly desirable that in defining the cases to 
be indemnified the terms should be such as will embrace 
those where French subjects or citizens as well as those 
where Spanish subjects were the wrong-doers. If a sum 
in gross be stipulated, it may be expected that Spain will 
not object to a definition which will authorise the U. S. to 
apply it to both cases, especially if terms be chosen which 
will not expressly designate the contested French cases. 

In defining the cases it will be proper to have in view 
those of every description which exist, more particularly 
depredations on the high seas & unjust or unlawful 
injuries within Spanish jurisdiction, whether in Old Spain 
or her colonies; in a word, all injurious acts either to the 
United States or to their citizens for which the Spanish 
nation is responsable according to the principles of justice, 
equity, treaty or the law of nations. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, with great respect & 
consideration, 

Your most obed' servt. 

(Signeji) James Madison. 

Gen. Armstrong. 

P. S. Particular care must be taken in case a conven- 
tion shall he made which does not provide for the 
spoliations, or for the portion of them subsequent to the 
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convention of 1802, to guard against an abandonment 
either express or constructive of the just claims of our 
citizens on that account. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) James Madison. 

Gen. Armstrong. 



albert GALLATIN TO JOHN AllMSTRONG AND JAMES 
BOWDOIN. 

Tkeasury Department, Washington, 
March 18^ -ISOS. 

Gentlemen, — Having been directed by the President 
of the United States to place at your disposal two 
millions of dollars under the authority vested in him 
by the Act entitled " An Act making provision for 
defraying any extraordinary expenses attending the inter- 
course between the United States and foreign nations " 
passed on the IS^ of February 1806, I have the honor 
to enclose a power under the seal of this office authoriz- 
ing you to draw two million five hundred thousand 
guilders current money of Holland and equal to one 
million of dollars on the bankers of the United States 
at Amsterdam, and the other million of dollars on the 
Secretary of the Treasury at Washington. 

An open letter to the said bankers is also enclosed, 
which you will be pleased to transmit to them only 
in case you may find it necessary to draw on them for 
that sum, as I have not thought it proper to give them 
any previous information on the subject, and have only 
placed sufficient funds in their hands without apprising 
them of the object. It will therefore be necessary that 
you make arrangements with them respecting the manner 
in which you will draw ; but I believe that they will 
be able to answer your drafts even if they were at ten 
days sight. It is proper for me to add that you are 
not authorized to draw partially on that fund, nor for 
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any otber object than tbat pointed out to you by the 
Secretary of State. And it will be necessary that you 
should inform me as early as possible whether you will 
draw on Amsterdam or not ; as the extent of the re- 
mittance to be made by this department on account of the 
foreign debt will depend on the knowledge of tliat fact. 

In relation to the drafts on the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for the other million of dollars, you will be pleased 
to observe that they must not be at shorter sights than is 
mentioned in the power, that they must be expressed in 
dollars, and that they must not he negotiated under par. 
Letters of advice must accompany every sett, and in 
addition thereto, a triplicate list of all the bills should 
at the same time be transmitted. 

I have the honor to he, with great respect, Gentlemen, 
Your most obed. servant. 

Albert Gallatin. 

Theie ExcRLLCNCiBS John Armstbokg & Jambs Bowdoik, 
Commias" Plenipotentiary and Extraordinary for settling 
all -matters of difference between tbe United States & the 
Government of Spain. 



ALBERT GALLATIN TO THE BANKERS IN AMSTERDAM, 



Gentlemen, — In my three letters of the 1" & 13'* 
ins* and of this day, I enclosed remittances amounting 
altogether to two millions five hundred & ninety-seven 
thousand six hundred & sixty guilders & eleven stivers, 
which remittances were made on account of the principal 
and interest of loans obtained by the United States in 
Holland, but 8ub3ect nevertheless to such other dispo- 
sition as I might think proper to direct. 

I have now the honor to inform you, that in con- 
formity with orders received from the President of the 
United States, I have this day authorized John Armstrong, 
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Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at Paris, 
and James Bowdoin, Minister of the United States at 
Madrid (wlio have been appointed Commissioners Pleni- 
potentiary & Extraordinary to adjust all the differences 
between the said States and the Government of Spain) 
jointly, or in case of the death of one of them the sur- 
vivor, to draw on you for two millions five hundred 
thoiisand guilders current money of Holland, Yoii will 
therefore be pleased to honor their joint or in case of 
death the survivor's drafts on you to that amount ; and 
as soon as you shall have received notice of their inten- 
tion thus to draw to give me immediate information, 
in order that I may have time to replace the funds 
necessary to meet the demands payable at Amsterdam 
in 1807, on account of the principal & interest of the 
loans obtained by the United States in Holland. 

From my view of the funds heretofore placed in your 
hands, I presume that you may honor the drafts of those 
gentlemen even before the time when the remittances 
abovementioned shall become due. But in order to 
prevent any inconvenience or disappointment Mess'" 
Armstrong k Bowdoin have been requested to write to 
you and to make in concert the necessary arrangements 
on that subject. 

I have the honor to be very respectfully, Gentlemen, 
Your most obed. serv'. 

Albert Gallatin. 

Mess" Wilhem & Jan Willink, N. & I. & R. Van Staphorst, 
Merchants, Amsterdam. 



JAMES MADISON TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Department op Statk, IS March, 1806. 
Sir, — I have received successively your letters bearing 
date from the 18 of June to the 31" of July. 
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The circumstances both personal and public under 
■which you proceeded from Spain to England, without 
repairing to Madrid, fully justified your conduct in the 
view of the President, and he has equally approved the 
motives for making Paris the place of your waiting for 
his further instructions. 

These instructions are comprized in the dispatch of the 
IS"" of Marchj 1806, now committed to the bearer M' 
Skipwith, for M' Armstrong and yourself, and which 
associates you with him in a negociation with Spain 
expected to take place under the auspices of the French 
government. 

Should the negociation succeed, the President wishes 
you forthwith to proceed to Spain, as originally contem- 
plated. Should it fail, or take any turn not absolutely 
decisive, it is his intention that you should await the in- 
structions which such a posture of things may be thought 
to require. 

I have the honor to remain, with sentiments of great 
respect & consideration, Sir, 

Your most obed' humble servant. 

James Bowdoi^, Esq". ^^^^ MadISON. 

Minister Pleaipotentiajy, &", &". 



JAMES BOWDOm TO GEORGE W. ERYIKG.* 

[Paris, March, 1806.] 
Geo. W. Erving, Esq", 

My deab Sir, — ... A variety of circumstances sin- 
gular & unprecedented made me hope that you w'* have 
passed thr6 Paris on your return to England ; these prin- 
cipally respect a systemized management w"*" has for its 
object the absorption of y' powers of my commission, and 
I was in hopes that you might become acquainted with 
the means to carry an end this honourable purpose. But 

• The omitted part of this lalter relates to purely personal matters. — Eds. 
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I trust if the governm* pursues y' Vine of conduct w"*" must 
grow out of y* commission with w°^ I am charged that 
this kind of management will be found as ineffectual as 
it is foolish. I have written to M' Monroe as I did to you 
when at Madrid, & have stated opinions to him grounded 
upon y" best facts I c^ procure at y^ time without attend- 
ing to their connection. Thi.s I have done that M' Monroe 
might know y= state of things as they occurred. M' Monroe 
will doubtless shew you y^ copy of my letters to M'' Madi- 
son of y° 7"" of Dec. & 17*^ of Feb.,w"''I sh'' have sent to you 
at Madrid had I have had a safe opportunity, & I here- 
with enclose you a copy of a late letter I have written to 
y^ Presid", w""" you may shew also to M' Monroe, with 
whom I beg you to confer fully & freely upon the subject 
of our affairs with Spain, my present situation & y^ con- 
duct & measures 1 ought to pursue under existing cir- 
cumstances. I apprehend that it will be y* policy of our 
gov' to hang up our disputes with Spain for a time at 
least, untill our affairs with G. Britain shall be fully ex- 
plained ; and perhaps it is in consequence of this policy 
being adopted by our gov' that I have not rec'' instruc- 
tions from M'' Madison. If a satisfactory adjustm* takes 
place with Engl^ a very decisive tone may be taken with 
Spain, or in case of a rupture with England an arrange- 
ment with Spain upon easy terms will be y" necessary 
consequence. I conceive it therefore very important to 
be acquainted with y" state of our affairs with Engl% & I 
beg you to let me know from time to time what they 
promise. I have not yet seen M'' Tallerand, & from what 
appears it is not likely I shall. I sent him my card with 
Gen' Armstrong's about sis weeks since, & I was taught 
to think that we sh'' receive an invitation to dine & that 
other civilities would follow of course ; but no notice has 
been taken. The circumstance has excited some surprize. 
Prince Masserano expressed it to me a few days since, 
M' Pichon & others & it has been suggested that I sh^ have 
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called upon M' Tallerand with Gen. Armstrong upon a par- 
ticular notice, but I have submitted to y* General's eti- 
quette in this & in every thing hitherto respecting my 
conduct to tbis gov*. The Gen', I believe, is in no habits 
of acquaintance with y* ministers of this gov*, none of 
them' visit him or seem to notice him ; & except his trans- 
actions upon y° subject of claims for spoliations, w'* has 
compelled to an acquaintance with the minister of y^ pub- 
lic treasury, he see'ms to have no knowledge of them ; so 
that you may see without much surprize that I have 
not much political consideration here. I have written 
to M' Monroe a few loose observations respecting y' 
commercial part of a treaty with England ; after I had 
written them I had donbts upon the propriety of sending 
them ; I did it however with the best views & intentions 
& in consequence of M' Monroe's having suggested to me 
that he sh* be glad to receive from me any opiniona 
w"'' might occur to me concerning our affairs with Engl^, 
& I was y* more readily led into this step to induce his 
opinions upon our affairs with Spain. You will observe 
among your father's ace" that he rec'^ two bills of ex- 
change from M' Winthrop drawn in my favour, one for a 
thousand pounds sterling & y" other for five hundred- 
pounds, the first had been paid & y° other in the course of 
payment; as appears by his last letter to me of y^ 22'* of 
Dec. last : your father lent me two hundred pounds in 
Oct" by giving me his check upon his bankers to that 
amount, at w""" time he told me^our ace"* were about bal- 
anced. As I mean to draw this bal**, except one hundred 
pounds, out of Eng]'^ I shall be obliged to you to acquaint 
ine whether I can draw upon you, & to what am", or 
whether it w'* be best to have y" money sent here. Bills 
on London are quoted at 23 f. 80 centimes y' pound sterR 
If it is yr. intention to settle in y" U. S., w""" I presume 
to be yr. determination, let me advise you to consolidate 
yr. property & get it into good hands there as far as pos- 
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sible. I think the dangers England is threatened with 
from without, & y^ eSects to be apprehended from an 
undue circulation of paper, will make it prudent to trans- 
fer jour property to some other situation. From my 
opinion of your father's property it must be very con- 
siderable & perfectly competent to every thing a reason- 
able man can wish or desire, & if you take y" advice of a 
friend, who has a little experience upon this subject, you 
will avoid all speculations with a view to aecuniulation ; 
you will find the legal interest of money upon good secu- 
rities, or investments in the public stocks of y* U. S. for 
your productive capital; and y* lands of y* XJ. S. from 
their gradual increase in value will be y" best plan of ap- 
propriating such sums as you may not require for your 
immediate support ; but be advised and have nothing to 
do with merchandizing or the purchasing of goods or ves- 
sells with a view to accumulation ; you may depend that 
to engage in projects of this sort at this time, altho I 
have a good opinion of y' intelligence & activity, will 
oblige you to depend upon others, will scatter your prop- 
erty, & perhaps put it forever out of y' power to invest it 
in that way, to enable you to sit down & enjoy a respect- 
able independence. A man who ia not & cannot be 
at y* beginning & end of active commercial concerns 
ought never to be engaged in them ; and our country 
does not give an instance of a man's giving his name or 
capital to a commercial concern without personal atten- 
tion when it has succeeded & been productive of profit, 
but examples of great loss or ruin from this circumstance 
are both frequent & numerous. I take it for granted that 
as soon as you shall have arranged y' affairs, we shall 
have y" pleasure of seeing you here, and if you can ac- 
quaint me when that will be likely I will write to you 
concerning some things w'"" I shall stand in need of. Ac- 
cept my best wishes for yonr health & prosperity & if 
there is any thing by w""" I can be serviceable, I beg you 
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to command me. Make my best Regards to M' Mon- 
roe & all his family, in w'* I am joined by M" B., my 
neice, & M'' Sullivan, who also desire their regards to you, 
and believe me, with much esteem & very respeetfullyj 
YourB, &C-. j^^^ Bomom. 

P. S. M" Bowdoin wrote M" Monroe a short time 
since : as my neice did to Miss Monroe. Please to give 
our compliments to Gen* Lyman & his family. 

P. S. I gave M' J. Sullivan a mem" of a few things to 
be procured for me in England. I shall be glad you w* 
take charge of them & bring them with you here. 

Mar. 21'.' M' Young has written to me concerning his 
salary, i. e., on y* 3^ ins*, a copy of my reply is herewith 
enclosed; pray instruct me what are your expectations 
upon this subject. 



JAMES BOWDODJ" TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Erting, Esq? 

Mr EEAE Sir, — I will not omit a good opportunity of 
writing to you, althO I have nothing of particular impor- 
tance to communicate. We still remain here without let- 
ters, news or dispatches from our gov', or from my 
particular friends. The same foolish, senseless system 
of reserve from our General still continues; & also y' 
same coolness & neglect from M' T. That it is intended 
to draw a sum of money from y* U. S. I daily grow more & 
more suspicions. There is certainly no other way to account 
for a very observable neglect towards me in y" members 
of this gov' ; besides w""" the expences seem to be so ex- 
cessive as to require not only all the ordinary means of 
taxation, but some of the extraordinary : the beautifying 
of y* capital by pulling down whole streets of houses, y* 
erecting, rebuilding, & repairing of palaces, the building of 
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;, y* cutting of canals in every part of y" country, 
together witti every other kind of expensive improvem', 
superadded to the expences of y^ war and military estab- 
lishments w'^'' are directed not less to a superiority in land 
forces upon the continent than to an eventual superiority 
at sea, must require money & means beyond y" visible 
resources of France & her dependencies. I have hitherto 
th&t the Emperor too politic & too much the friend of the 
growing prosperity of y" TJ. S. to contemplate them as 
necessary to his power or resources, and I still hope that 
it is y* case. But the increase of our commerce & wealth 
added to the ease with w"" Louisiana was paid for, it is to 
be feared, may have excited a disposition towards the U. S. 
w"" may not be easily allayed ; besides w** it is generally 
said that the ministers of this gov' are nob friendly to y' 
republican sentiments & opinions of y" Presid*, but affect 
to be better pleased with federal politics, & y* men who 
support them than with their opponents. These senti- 
ments are known to have been expressed by M'' T., who is 
said to hold in contempt the talents of our country gen- 
erally, & says if we have any, they are to be found among 
. the federalists: other functionaries of y" gov*, it is said, hold 
the same language ; so that I think the prospect from this 
gov' to adjust our disputes w"' Spain do not promise much, 
let our gov' give any instructions w""" might be thOt reason- 
able. I am impatiently waiting to hear from y" TJ. S. & 
to know my ultimate destination. When I think of y^ 
length of time since I left America & y^ few letters I have 
rec'*, I confess that I do not feel perfectly satisfied. Not- 
withstanding I have been nearly six months in Paris, & 
have written numerous letters to our friend M" Monroe, I 
have as yet only rec'* one short letter from him. I am 
sensible there have been but few opp"°' of writing confi- 
dentially. Pray write me by every opp*^ & acquaint me 
with y" latest intelligence from our gov' & my particular 
friends. Present my respectful regards to M"" Monroe & 
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to his worthy family, in w** I am joined by M" B., my 
neice, & M' S., who desire also to be particularly remem- 
bered to you. Believe me always with ve,ry great regard, 
d' Sir, very sincerely yours, &c. 
Paris, April 13, 1808. 
I wrote to you by M' Bankhead y' IS"* ultimo, 
P. S. Please to give my compliin" to Gren* Lyman; 
M" B. & my neice desire their respects to the young 
ladies. 



FULWAR SKIPWITH TO JAMES BOWDOIN." 

Paris, 12* June, 1806. 

Dear Sir, — Agreeably to the request contained in 
your letter of the {hlankl ins' I shall endeavor to state 
in substance the conversations of M' [Ato^] with me rela- 
tive to the negociations depending here on the subject of 
our misunderstanding with Spain. 

This gentleman, after some general observations expres- 
sive of his great attachment to the U. S. (he is by birth an 
American) & his persuasion of the form & principles of 
our government being held in great detestation by the 
Emperor, said that knowing how sincerely desirous I 
must be of seeing our diSerenoes with Spain terminated 
& thereby our peace with France preserved, he had come 
tho' unauthorized to suggest to me two avenues thro 
which I might derive important information of the dis- 
positions & intentions of both the S. &. F. governments, 
& moreover would be able to contribute much by my own 
personal standing here to accelerate the attainment of the 

* This letter is not signed, but it is indorsed by Mr, Bowdoin " M' Sliipwith's Letter." 
Fulwar Skipwith was R Virginian by birth, a kinaman of Mrs. Thomas Jefferson. He went 
to Paris in 1794, as private secretary to Mr. Monroe, and in the following year was lonsul- 
general at Paris, and afterward agent for the American claims against France. He was in- 
volved in frequent troubles growing out of bis financial transactions, and was defendant, in 
1805, in a snit in the French courts brought by Major Monntflorence. He finally returned 
to this country under a cloud in 1809. Shortly afterward he bought an estate in* Williams- 
burg, Virginia, but soon removed to Louisiana, where he owned a large and valuable tract 
of land. In 1814 he was living on his estate at Baton Bouge, and was president of ths 
Senate. He was afterward Governor of the Slate. — Eds. 
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two great objects of our government, which he presumed 
were, the purchase of the Floridas & the fixing our limits 
W. of the Mississippi. 

I asked M' D [blank'] what those two avenues were, & by 
what means he supposed that my particular agency in 
them could produce an useful effect. 

He observed 1"*^ that by speaking with M"' Eoux, the 

homme d'affaire of M' T d, with whom he knew I was 

personally acquainted, I might immediately open through 
him a private, safe, & direct communication with that 
minister ; & that he wished me to name a day in which 
I would consent to dine with W Doyen (banker) his 
father-in-law, with whom I should meet if I chose it, M' 
Es[6?«H^], the only confidential political, tho not osten- 
sible, agent at Paris of the Spanish cabinet, that if I felt 
an objection to communicate there & then with M' E {blanJc] 
I might make M' Doyen the organ of communication be- 
tween us, he was his banker & confidential friend. 

2'iiT. With respect to my agency in the business ; that 
this appeared the more necessary because some individu- 
als were already fabricating projects which might deceive, 
or at least might not be intitled to confidence, whilst any 
thing thro' a person situated as I was, coming imme- 
diately from the U. S., & suspected of no unfair or im- 
proper motive, would be respected & confided in. 

I begged time to make my own reflections on the pro- 
priety of my becoming in any shape an intermediary 
agent of intercourse with or for any person in these 
matters, as also of my dining under the circumstances of 
the thing with M'' Doyen. 

You will remember, Sir, that I lost no time in disclosing 
to you the particulars of this conversation. You were of 
opinion that I might keep my ears open to communica- 
tions of that nature, hut that I ought not to go to any 
of the parties mentioned in quest of them. 

It happened that on the day following I met M' \Uank'] 
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in the street: I accordingly decJined accepting his invita- 
tion to dine with M' Doyen ; but remarked that if he or 
M' 'E[blank'] had any thing to communicate to me, I 
would be always ready to receive them at my office. 

Two days after this recontre, M' D[blank} paid me 
another visit. He commenced a conversation by asking 
me if I had conferred with you on the topic of his & my 
former interviews; to this I gave an evasive answer; he 
then expressed his desire that I should, and added that 
tho neither W E [blank'] or M'' Doyen would call on me 
they would be very glad to receive either directly from 
yourself or through me propositions, to which prompt & 
decided answers would be obtained from the chif source. 

The result of this conference I immediately imparted to ' 
you, & on learning from you that you considered it inju- 
dicious & improper to enter into any communications, 
except with the head of the suitable department, or with 
persons duly authorized, I did in my nest & last inter- 
view with M' [blank] intimate the same to him, since 
which he appears to have discontinued his visits to me. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERTING. 

Paris, June 12"', 180S. 
G. W. Ervikg, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — I am to acknowledge the rec* of y'' favor of 
ye 4th Qf ^pp_ & 5 of May ; y' latter I rec'* yesterday. I wrote 
yon on y^ 29 Apr. & 6 May, w'*' I am sorry to observe you 
did not rec" before you quitted Lond" for Madrid ; or I think 
you must have taken Paris upon your return. M' Skipw"" 
brot me a short letter from M' Madison, approving my 
conduct in going to Lond" & stay at Paris, & referring me 
to a commission associating me w**" Gen. Armstrong, for 
y" purpose of treating with ministers to be appointed by 
Spain relative to the territories, &c% & to spoliations; & 
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prohibiting me from further communication with y* Span- 
ish gov* until y^ arrangem** contemplated sh'' have their 
full efEect. The commission is jointly k severally, &c', 
& y'' instructions have relation to this distribution of 
powers, \f'^ in mj opinion is very ill suited to y" pre.sent 
state of our affairs. My communications w"' Gen, A. are 
carried on by writing ; & no harmony subsists between 
us ; particulars I cannot commit to writing. I have sent 
M'' Sullivan to Engl^ to let M'' Monroe know y* state of 
things, & I have written very fully to y^ President. It 
is really unfortunate that you did not take Paris in yr. 
way to Madrid, as you must now rec' yr. information 
under other disadvantages than- those of njy being a 
party. M'' Tallerand is made a Prince & holds his office 
as minister no longer than a proper man can be found 
to fill y* office of minister of the interior, to replace M. 
De Champeney, who will in that case become minister 
for foreign affairs. If this change shall break up the 
intrigues of the stock-jobbers thro that office, it will be 
very fortunate; the affairs of our coimtry are much em- 
barrassed & a situation more perplexing than the Presi- 
dent's can hardly be imagined. It is owing to y' want 
of decision & not meeting y' situation of our affairs Avith 
a becoming spirit in proper sea.son, that is at the close of 
M'' Monroe's negociations at Madrid, that is y* source of 
our embarrassra" with Prance & Engl'*. With y" latter, 
I hope our differences are in a state of adjustm*, but y" 
last ace'' from N. York give us very unpleasant ace'* of 
y^ conduct of y* British ships of war before that port. 
The Argos of this day & y" Gazette de France of yester- 
day will give you y* particulars. I have y* opinion, that 
y' British cabinet must yield to a just & equitable ar- 
rangem' w''' y^ U. S. if we have spirit to require it: no 
ministry will be able or willing to take y' responsibility 
of repealing y" Navigation Acts & other restrictions upon 
our commerce but when y* most obvious necessity shall 
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require it, & y° present is a time when no principles sh." be 
relinquished on our part. The English, shut out from 
almost every port upon the continent, & having in a 
manner but one principal market remaining for her 
manufactures, is a state of things w"'' must make her 
yield to equitable propositions, & I hope none others will 
be listened to. M' W. Pinkney of Maryl'' is associated 
with M' Monroe & it is s^ is momently expected in Engl^. 
Nothing is likely to be done here. M'' Gallatin's ar- 
rangem" for paying for the Floridas do not admit of 
jobbing ; & I suppose that some scheme is devising to 
see if our gov' will not disgrace itself by a further accom- 
modation to y* views of y* stock jobbers. Depend upon 
it that things are ripening to a very important crisis; 
and y^ U. S. will in spite of their apathy be brot to take 
very decided measures. The Prince of Peace has got, 
I understand, a real minister here, the P. of M. is said to 
be only y* ostensible one: his name is Isquierdo ; en- 
deavour to know his character, influence, & situation. 
Whether he is meant to check or to encrease the depend- 
ence upon this gov* great pains have been taken to draw 
me into a private communication ; but I have refused all 
except with y" minister, Sound the Spanish gov' (re- 
member I consider nothing official in soundinij) upon the 
question of exch' of territory without price, i. e., part of 
Louisiana ag" East & W. Florida, [acre ?] for acre, mak- 
ing the river Bravo or Del Norte y" western boundary of 
Louisiana; or how it w'* answer to bring the boundary 
of Louisiana with full right to settle immediately to y' 
eastern bank of that river, upon an equitable considera- 
tion being given for the territory to y* westward of it. 
I gave M'' Sullivan an order to take up y* bal"* of my aec" 
except one hund* pounds in y* hands of y' bankers, for 
w'*" I am sorry since rec^ yr. last letter ; it is too late to 
remedy it, but if you shall have occasion for a sura of 
money for a time, I have several bund** pounds at yr. 
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service. I herw"" enclose you two letters, one from M' 
Barlow & y* other from M' Winthrop. I have two pack- 
ets, w'* I suppose contain books, w'^'' I shall send to you 
by y*' first private opp'^. It is desired that they may not 
be forwarded by post. M" Bowdoin & Sarah desire to 
be remembered to you. Believe, always, with great re- 
gards, d^ Sir, yours, &c*, &c'. 

P. S. Please to notice to M' Young that I have duly 

rec^ his letters of y" 5 & 19'^ of May, & had they have 

required answers, or if I had have been less occupied, I 

w* have replied to him. Pray give my complim*" to him. 

Tours &c'. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Erving, Esq. ^^""^^ -^""^ '^0, 1806. 

My dear Sir, — I wrote to you on the 12"" ins', since 
w"* I have rec'^ yrs. of y" 4'", & yesterday that of y^ IS** 
ins*, the first announcing yr. safe arrival at Madrid in 
good health ; & y* last stating a number of interesting 
facts respecting y^ pending negociation. I think your 
information respecting y' opinions of are very im- 
portant, as they have confirmed me in the propriety of 
a line of conduct I am determined to pursue at every 
hazard. I wish you to be critically mindful of 1501's* 
letters, to procure me copies of them, or at least to give 
me their general contents & also M' T's answer, as well 
as his letters to y" Spanish gov'. In short, every step w"'' 
is taken by 1501 or T. or by y" Spanish gov' cannot fail 
to be highly interesting, & I wish you to be as particular 
as possible. The great & interesting questions are, 
will Spain part w*" East & West Florida ? at what 
price? will she give y* Floridas ag^ a part of Louisiana 
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without money, leaving y" Mississippi & all y" waters 
running into it in y' possession of y" U. S.? If Bot, will 
she agree to y' boundary of y" river Brave or Del Norte ? 
If she wishes it to y" eastw'* of that river, say y* Col- 
lorado, will she give an equivalent therefor within East 
& West Florida, & where will she propose that equiva- 
lent? and in such case what will be her demand for 
the remainder of y' Floridas ? What will she do as to 
indemnification ? Will she pay for French spoliations 
in Spanish ports? Will she pay for injuries done by 
her ships of war & cruizers in Europe, and in the West 
Indies ? Will she pay for condemnations for illicit trade 
in her South American ports ? If not, generally, what 
exceptions will she make ? Will she not pay for y' 
whalemen condemned who may have availed themselves 
of a permission to enter thereat & may- have attempted 
to sell merchandize to a trifling am" but whose voyages 
c** have no views to a breach of y" laws of Spain ? Will 
she justify y^ condemnation of vessells w"** have gone 
to Spanish ports at y" instigation of y' gov" or some 
principal officers of y" Spanish colonies ? How shall y' 
am" of spoliations be ascertained? Whether by a board 
of comm° as under y' British treaty? or will she give a 
sum in specie, or bills upon the colonies & leave its 
distribution among y* claim*' to y" gov' of y* U, S.? 
This last mode w* be y' least exceptionable, provided y" 
sum be adequate, i. e., about five milions of dollars, 
w*^ if p^ in bills ought to be p'' w*'' a discount. AVith 
respect to y" sum to be given for y" Floridas, this must be 
governed by y' westerly line of Louisiana, & y" sacrifices 
necessary to be made to accommodate y*' Span*" gov'. 
But y" best mode is to give part of Louisiana ag" East 
& West Floridas without price. This was strongly 
recommended by y" H" of Represent', & what w'' be 
most consonant to y' policy of Spain, if uninfluenced by 
y" views or designs of this gov'. If you could sound y' 
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Spanish gov*, & procure its opinion upon this point 
taking y* Collorado or y" Sabine rivers for the boundary, 
or any point between y" two, or could procure its opinions 
upon any of j" other points herein suggested, you w'* 
render an important service. Please to inform me 
whether y' Spanish gov' means to refer their disputes 
to this gov* or to authorize commiss" to meet those of y" 
U. S.? With respect to 1501, he & I have no communi- 
cation except by writing! he holds it that all communica- 
tions with this gov* belong to him exclusively, & he means 
to make them without my council or advice. I shall 
make no comment. 1 have sent M' Sullivan to Engl'* to 
confer w*^ M' Monroe, who. poor man, seems to have his 
calumniators & enemies, & I fear does not find an ade- 
quate support from y' administration. It seems as if M' 
1401* was nearly abandoned by his friends, & that parties 
in y* IT. S. were amalgamating & forming new confedera- 
cies, on w"'' to erect a new administration, to become in its 
turn a new subject for opposition & cabal: and this must 
be expected as long as y^ constitution continues to be exe- 
cuted upon its present free principles. The emmissaries 

from M'' T 's office, the money jobbers, &c*, insist upon 

it that nothing will be done. It is said that M' T— — 
is expected to resign his office as soon as y° Emperor can 
find a person to fill his place : this may prove a fortunate 
circumstance both for Spain & y'' U. S. Write to me as 
often as you can. I sent a couple of books forwarded 
from Washington for you by M'' De Bourke, but he will 
not be at Madrid untill Sep* or Oct". Enclosed you will 
liave a rec* for y' Gazzette de Prance : it is s'* to have 
y" best information respecting y^ affairs of y' U. S. M" 
B. & Ss^rah desire to be remembered to you. I shall write 
you as soon as M'' S. returns, who I daily expect. Be- 
lieve, always, with great esteem [&] regard, very sincerely 
yours. 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Wabhikgton, July 10, 1806. 
Dear Sir, — I believe that when you left America the 
invention of the polygraph had not yet reached Boston. 
It is for copying with one pen while you write with the 
other & without the least additional erabarrasment or 
exertion to the writer. I think it the finest invention of 
the present age, & so much superior to the copying ma- 
chine that the latter will never be continued a day by any 
one who tries the polygraph. It was invented by a II' 
Hawkins of Frankford near Philadelphia, who is now in 
England turning it to good account. Knowing that you 
are in the habit of writing much, I have flattered myself 
that I could add acceptably to your daily convenience by 
presenting you with one of these delightful machines. I 
have accordingly had one made, k to be certain of its 
perfection I have used it myself some weeks, & have the 
satisfaction to find it the best one I have ever tried ; & 
in the course of two years daily use of them I have had 
opportunities of trying several. As a secretary which cop- 
ies for us what we write without the power of revealing 
it, I find it a most precious possession to a man in public 
business. I inclose directions for unpacking & using 
the machine when you receive it; but the machine itself 
must await a special & sure conveyance under the care of 
some person going to Paris. It is ready packed and shall 
go by the first proper conveyance. 

As we heard two or three weeks ago of the safe arrival 
of the Hornet at Lorient, we are now anxiously waiting 
to learn from you the first impressions on her mission. 
If you can succeed in procuring us Florida, & a good 
western boundary, it will fill the American mind with joy. 
It will secure to our fellow citizens one of their most 
ardent wishes, a long peace i^ith France & Spain ; for be 
assured that the object of war with them and aUiance 
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with England, which at the last session of Congress drew 
off from the Republican band about half a dozen of its 
members, is universally reprobated by our native citizens 
from North to South. I have never seen the nation 
stand more firm to its principles, or rally so firmly 
to its constituted authorities & in reprobation of the 
opposition to them. With England I think we shall 
cut off the resource of impressing our seamen to fight her 
battles & establish the inviolability of our flag in its 
commerce with her enemies. "VVe shall thus become 
what we sincerely wish to be, honestly neutral & truly 
useful to both belligerents ; to the one by keeping open a 
market for the consumption of her manufactures while 
they are excluded from all the countries under the power 
of her enemy ; to the other by securing for her a safe 
carriage of all her productions, metropolitan or colonial, 
while their own means are restrained by their enemy 
and may therefore be employed in other useful pursuits. 
We are certainly more useful friends to France & Spain 
as neutrals than as allies. I hope they will be sensible of 
it, and by a wise removal of al! grounds of future misun- 
derstanding to another age, enable you to present to us 
such an arrangement as will insure to our fellow citizens 
long & permanent peace & friendship with them. With 
respect to our western boundary your instructions will be 
your guide. I will only add as a comment to them, that 
we are attached to the retaining the Bay of S* Bernard, 
because it was the first establishment of the unfortunate 
La Sale, was the cradle of Louisiana, and more incontest- 
ably covered and conveyed to us by France imder that 
name than any other spot in the country. This will be 
secured to us by taking for our western boundary the 
Guadaloupe, & from its head round the sources of all 
waters eastward of it to the highlands embracing the 
waters running into the Missisipi. However, all these 
things I presume will be settled before you receive this ; 
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& I hope SO settled as to give peace & satisfaction to us 
all. 

Our crops of wheat are greater than have ever been 
known & are now nearly secured, A caterpillar gave 
for a while great alarm, but did little injury. Of tobacco 
not half a crop has been planted for want of rain, & 
even this half with cotton & Indian com have yet many 
chances to run. 

This summer will place our harbours in a situation 
to maintain peace and order within them ; the next, 
or certainly the one following that, will so provide 
them with gunboats & common batteries as to be hors 
d'insulte. Altho' our prospect is peace, our policy & 
purpose is to provide for defence by all those means 
to which our resources are competent. 

I salute you with friendship, & assure yon of my 
high respect and consideration. 

Th. Jefferson. 



JOHN ARMSTRONG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Paris, 22^ July, 1806. 

Sir, — Having no cypher in which I can write to 
Mess. Monroe & Pinckney, and recollecting that you 
have, I would wish you to communicate to them as 
expeditiously as possible the following facts. 

A treaty of peace was signed on Sunday last between 
Russia & France. 

Lord Yarmouth is about to take a public character 
at this court immediately. There is much reason to 
believe that a peace between France & England will 
also take place. 

It may be of much importance that our ministers in 
London should know these facts. If you should not think 
proper to send a special messenger, a letter enclosed to 
Alexandre may find M' Thompson at Rotterdam. 
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TJntill you hear this information thro' some other 
channel, you will not speak of it here. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully yrs, 

J. Armstkong. 



JAMES BOWBOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 

PABrs,July22, 1806. 
G. W. Ehving, Esq. 

Mt bear Sir, — I have only time to thank you for your 
letter of y° 28''' ult"; its contents were very important & 
y' intelligence proves correct. I have only time to 
acquaint you that the preliminaries of peace with Russia 
were signed on Sunday last ; & that there is every reason 
to expect that peace with England will shortly take 
place. I hope that it will not prove prejudicial to the 
proposed negociation ; but I fear desultory measures and 
procrastination from more than one source. We have 
many reports here, some not favourable to the interest or 
peace of y* U. S. I hope they will prove only idle specu- 
lations. But it is said propositions have been made in y° 
overtures for peace to change y' gov' of y= U. S. I do 
not however believe it, altho I confess I do not like auch 
reports. I w** add, but I have much business to attend to. 
I shall write to you as soon as I am more at leisure. 
Pray let me hear from you often, especially if anything 
sh'' occur respecting our negotiations. Being in great 

haste, believe me very respectfully yours, 

J. B. 

The Spanish agent is ua,med^ Isquierdo. 



JOHN ARMSTRONG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Paris, 23 July. 

Sir, — I had the honor of receiving your letter of the 
22^ instant. Your views of the interests of the United 
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States and the wishes of the administration, as far as they 
go, correspond altogether with my own. Indeed with 
regard to the latter, there is scarcely any room for 
mistake ; as onr instructions cannot without a good deal 
of ingenuity receive two readings which shall be con- 
tradictory to each other. 

Expedition is certainly very desirable, particularly 
under the changes which in all probability will soon take 
place in the political relations of the great powers of 
Europe. Nothing hitherto has been omitted on my part 
which could hasten the negotiation ; nor do I yet foresee 
any thing from any quarter that will delay it beyond a 
few days. The presumption is that Mr. Escardo, to 
whom the subject is perfectly new, roay think a little 
previous examination necessary to a discussion of it. 

I do not think this government will take any further 
agency in the business, excepting only to announce the 
appointment and presence of the Spanish minister. In 
bringing us together the Emperor's engagements are 
nearly or altogether fulfilled. 

The moment I receive official notice of Mr. Escardo'a 
appointment, I shall communicate it to you, and we may 
then decide together what new step shall be taken. My 
own opinion isj that having accomplished the first object 
{the getting a negotiation at Paris) we ought not to lose 
the benefits of it by an adherence to any thing like mere 
punctilio. 

I am, Sir, with much esteem. 

Your most obedient and very humble servant. 

John Armstrong. 

I have received no written communication from the 
Prince of Benevent, except one note, the substance of 
which has been already communicated to you. 

Hia ExcBLLBNCT Jambs Bowdoih. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. EEVJNG. 

Pakis, August T"" 1808. 
Gko. W. Ervinq, Esq. 

My dear Sir, — Owing to the pressure of business I 
directed M' Sullivan to write you a few lines y' day 
before yesterday ; since w'^'" I have rec" yours of the 
17"' ult". Yours of the 4'^ 15'^ & 18"" June, & 28'" July 
I had before ree^ ; the three last of w'''' I have found very 
important. With respect to that of the 17* ulf, there 
seems to be something inexplicable in 1366's * last letter. 
It seeius to be either a change in opinion respecting the 
proposition of our gov' or else that they had not known 
of the appointm' of Isquierdo ; who has got his creden- 
tials & it is said will not bring them forward until the 
events of the negociation between France & EngP are 
known. Overtures have been made & preliminaries have 
been discussing for some time thrS L'' Yarmouth, & what 
gives the appearance that something like an arrangem' 
has been made is, that L'^ Lauderdale has arrived here 
from EngF, & it is said that preliminaries will be 
declared in a few days. The negociation has hitherto 
been conducted with y" greatest secrecy: the peace it is 
however said will prodiice great changes and that France, 
Russia & Engl*' will be the only powers w"" will remain 
really independant in Europe; the rest will be sheltered 
under the wing of France or Russia. Engl^, it is said, 
is to be made rich in colonies in the East & West Indies, 
but is to relinquish Gibralter, Minorca & Malta. France 
is to have Egypt & some part of the Turkish dominions. 
These are the reports of the day : there are some reports 
likewise w'^" implicate the peace of y* II, S., but I hope 
they will prove to be without foundation. Every thing 
seems to be in a state of uncertainty & change, & what 
a day may bring forth it is impossible to say. I am 
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much oppressed with business & am unable to give you 
other than loose thots upon the state of things. I pray 
you to continue yr. lettera, & to let me know every 
occurring circumstance respecting the proposed negocia- 
tion. Does there appear to be apprehensions of a change 
in the Spanish gov'? Reports here go to this circum- 
stance, as also to that of Portugal. We are all well & 
desire to be remembered to you. 

Believe me always yrs., &c'. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERTTNG. 

Pauis, Aug' 14, 180S. 
Geo. W, Eeving, Esq. 

Mr DEAK Sir, — I wrote to you on the 7*'' ins' & M' 
Sullivan at my request two days before in reply to yours 
of the 17*" of July. I am now to acknowledge yours of 
the 31'* ult° & thank you for the important informar 
tion it contains. The perfect silence of Isquierdo, & y" 
singular letter written by 1361* to your friend convinces 
me that obstacles of some kind are thrown in the way of 
an arrangement of our disputes with Spain, or that the 
negociation is suspended or controled by that w'*' is pend- 
ing between France & England. Certain rumours & re- 
ports here implicating the independence & peace of Dur 
country had made me extremely anxious to ascertain the 
truth of them ; & I have y" satisfaction to acquaint you 
that if there have been propositions justifying the reports, 
they have proved fruitless & that the present state of y' 
negociation between j" powers does not augur a favour- 
able issue. 

We have rec'' a dispatch from M' Madison of the 6* of 
May ; it breathes the pacific disposition of our governm*. 
With respect to other news from the U. S, I enclose you a 

• TslIeyramJ. — Eds. 
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newspaper of the 16*'' of June from Boston. I have many 
details to make you when ray health shall be better, but 
extreme application & much writing added to the dangers 
of miscarriage have prevented me from communicating to 
you so extensively as I could wish. My family join me 
in best regards. 

Believe me always very sincerely yours. 

James Bowdoin. 

P. S. Please to recollect that y^ value of facts very 
often depend on dates ; & I wish that had given me the 
dates of 1361's & of 1108. 1448. VlS.'s * letters. 

In the acknowledgement in my last of yr. letters there 
was an error, w"" I now correct by acquainting you that I 
have duly rec^ yours of y" 4*^, 15*, 18"* & 28"" of June, 
& of the 14% IT\ & 31" July. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. EKVING. 

G. W. Erving. 

My dear Sir, — I wrote to you on y^ 14* insS & am 
now to acknowledge the rec* of yours of y^ 5*'' ins*. My 
communications with 1501 f are as usual by writing. No 
overtures are made by Isquierdo, I apprehend there may 
be some disagreament between 1361. [Tallyrand] & 1385. 
215. 1576. 1118. [the Prince of Peace] w"" shall take 
upon them to instruct Isquierdo. 1501 says his Isquierdo's 
instructions required either explanation or amendment & 
that he is waiting to receive intelligence from his gov*. 
It is possible that he may be drawn into some speculating 
schemes with Parker & G". Dont fail to give me any 
thing you may hear concerning this man, his views & 
even his passions. Pray let yr. facts be accompanied with 
dates ; their value often very much depend upon them. 

• Daniel Parker's. Ha was the agent in Paris of Hope & Co., the bankers of Amslec- 
f General Aimatcong. — Ens. 
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With respect to the negociation between France & 
Engl** it is difficult to say what will ultimately result from 
it. I believe that neither 1/ Lauderdale or even the 
Emperor c* give an opinion w"" ought to be trusted to, & 
therefore you must not annex any weight to mine. Not- 
withstanding, from what I know & hear taken in connec- 
tion with y" unsettled state of Europe, I am of the 
opinion that peace will not take place, & I c* give you a 
similar opinion from very high authority. Our affairs 
with Engl* are progressing to a treaty. 1/ Aukland & 
L'' Holland are the ministers who are charged with the 
British commission, & I am authorized to say that the 
treaty is probably completed by this time. This circum- 
stance contradicts directly the reports w""" have lately cir- 
culated at Paris ; and must shew both to the Spanish & 
French gov** the necessity of compromising our disputes 
with Spain, Without a single appearance from the move- 
ments w""" are taking place here to justify the opinion, I 
feel very confident that we shall obtain a treaty ulti- 
mately. There is nothing but y" intrigues of stock jobbers 
& speculators w""" have hitherto prevented it, & I trust 
that they will be obliged very soon to withdraw their 
interference. I continue to be oppressed with much busi- 
ness, & therefore I beg you to be satisfied with the hasty 
letters I am obliged to write you. 

My family joins me in best regards. Believe me always, 
with great esteem, 

Very sincerely yours. 

J. BOWDOIN. 
Pabis, Aug" 23, X806. _^^^^_^ 



JAMES BOWDOTN TO GEORGE W. EEVING. 

Paris, September 0'^ 1806, 
Geo. W. Erving, Esq". 

My dear Sir, — I wrote to you on y" 23'* ult" & y* l"* 
ins' to w'* please to be refered. I y" last evening rec^ 
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yours o£ y^ 20*'' ult" & note what you observe concerning 
1430. 709. 1300. 854. [Isquierdo]. I believe tiiat he may 
have been instructed but not commissioned, altho 1501 ia 
the person who gave me the intelligence & w"*" I have 
transmitted to our gov*. This circumstance if true will 
place the conduct of this gov* in a different light than it 
has stood in my mind — meaning by the gov' 1385. 16. 
[ye Emperor] The failure of the negociation, w*'*' I think 
is to be apprehended, connected with the reports w''*' have 
prevailed here & w""* will spread like [wi]ld fire in the 
U. S. will have a tendency to make a [djeep & wrong im- 
pression in the U. S. The failure will be connected with 
the report & this gov* be greatly discredited in a case in 
w'^'' it ought not to be ; the saddle sh^ rest upon the right 
back. If it is Spain, uninfluenced by this gov* w'^^ has 
created the obstacle, it ought to be so understood. I w^ 
not have you suppose that y* miscreants who have come 
out of 1381*8 office, with their money projects & who 
have made our gov' the dupe of them are excusable. These 
are the people who have thrown obstacles in y* way of an 
amicable adjustm*, & to whom it will be finally attribu- 
table, sh'* we fail of success. It is 1108. 1447. 1300's 
[Parker's] intrigues with 1501* w'^'' has done all the mis- 
chief; he is daily closeted with him, & who by means of 
intrigue has converted himself into a kind of minister of 
y* U. S ! To tell you of all the intrigues w'*" I have been 
eye-witness to w'* require much time & many pages. I 
shall therefore desist & request the continuance of your 
researches with yr. friend : they will serve as they have 
done to throw light upon the intrigues w'^'' are & have 
been carrying on. With respect to the present aspect of 
European affairs, a few days past has laid open the 
manuvres w'* are carrying on to circumvent 1385, 1544. 
1332. 1576. 1385. 16. [y' ambition of y" Emperor]. 
Prussia, Hesse, Saxony & Mecklenbonrg, it is said, have 
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formed a confederacy, w*'' will be supported by I 
Great Britain, to protect tbe independence of y" northern 
States of Germany. It is also said, that there are a 
hund'^ & fifty thousand men, Russians & Prussians, upon 
their march to Holland and who will be commanded by 
the King of Sweden. It is also said that both Russia & 
Prussia have sent their ministers to Paris to confer upon 
the subject of a general peace, whilst their armies are 
marching to their places of destination. For once it 
seems as if the confederates have kept their own secrets & 
are likely to take the field under more advantages than 
they have heretofore done, i.e., sh'* peace not take place; 
when both parties are prepared & ought to look for the 
most serious consequences from defeat, I confess that such 
a situation must oSer the strongest motives to reconcilia- 
tion; but Europe more than half revolutionized & y' 
measures pursuing to complete the change is a situation 
of things ill suited to the claims & the ancient divisions 
of power among the Princes. L'^ Lauderdale is still here, 
as well as the ministers of those powers who have any 
vestiges of independ"* remaining; so that there wilt be a 
concert of measures in y° cabinet as well as in the field. 
Adieu, Let me refer you particularly to my last letter. 
My family desire their regards to you. I shall write you 
as soon as the general negociations shall take their ulti- 
mate inclination. Believe me always, with very great 
regard, ' 

Very respectfully yours. 

J. B. 

P. S. I forgot to mention that M' Sullivan rec'* from 
yr. bankers in London the bal'* of ace" due to me [on] yr. 
father's books, placing a small sum in [the]ir hands to my 
future order. I d* Mr. S. yr. letter who will take care to 
answer it, & to acquaint you of any thing occurring w** he 
may think will be useful or pleasing to you. 
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JOHN AEMSTRONG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

September 0'", 1806. Pahis. 

SiE, — I had the honor of receiving your note of yester- 
day, & fully partake of the sollicitude you express on the 
subject of the proposed negociation. An application is at 
this moment depending in relation to it, upon the issue 
of which our future and joint measures must be taken. 
If this government can be brought to rescue the busi- 
ness from the torpor in which it now lies, we shall have 
gained all I expect from its agency and perhaps all that 
may be necessary to our object. If on the other hand 
it should refuse to give it any new impulse, we have little 
hope from any means within our reach of bringing M. 
Isquierdo into the negociation, and still less of inducing 
liim to terminate it in the manner we wish. In the 
latter event, one step is within our power and certainly 
within our duty and that is, to insist on M' Isqiiierdo's 
saying whether he will or will not negociate ? Beyond 
this we may not be able to go, but short of this we cannot 
with any propriety stop. 

The idea that runs throughout your note of blending 
this conntry with Spain and even regarding her as the 
principal in the controversy is in many respects a very 
dangerous one; — is the very heterodoxy of Mr. J. Ran- 
dolph, and ought not to be adopted, much less expressed, 
but upon evidence much more clear and decisive than 
I believe can be brought to support it. To the Emperor 
we certainly are indebted for the only circumstance which 
has at all approached us to our object, and should he 
decline giving us farther aid it may furnish matter for 
regret, but none for blame ; particularly when we con- 
sider how muph has been said in both hemispheres of the 
influence of France and the motives she had for employing 
that influence in our favor and on the present occasion. 
The dilemma presented by the doctrines I allude to is 
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certainly embarrassing, and furnishes a reason why in 
this business she ought to proceed with great circum- 
spection ; for if she goes on so to impress Spain as to 
produce the treaty on our terms, she is bought (according 
to the argument) with American money ; and if she 
refuses to go beyond a certain point which shall leave 
to Spain her free-agency she prevents Spain from acting 
and makes herself a principal in the quarrel. 

I am sure you will regard these remarks as cautionary 
only and as growing out of a conviction that cannot fail 
to be common to us both, viz., that if we are to break 
with Spain, we ought if possible to do it in a way that 
may leave us to combat her alone. 

The letters copies of which you requested shall be sent 
as soon as M' Warden can get to work upon them. 

John Akmstkong. 

Mk. Bowdoin. 



JOHN ARMSTRONG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Paris, U Sept., 1806. 

Sir, — The amount of the information you gave on 
Friday last was, that " M"^ Erving had informed yon that 
M. Isquierdo neither had been, nor was now authorised 
to negociate with us ; and that M' Erving had received 
this fact from the Prince of Peace himself." 

In your note of to-day you wish to know what meas- 
ures I have taken, or mean to take, with regard to the 
above information? 

The first step to be taken is to ascertain its correctness, 
because I have no scruple in saying that I suspect its 
accuracy ; either you have misunderstood M' Erving or 
M' Erving has misunderstood the Prince of Peace. That 
K' Isquierdo may not now be authorized to negociate is 
possible, because it is possible that since Thursday even- 
ing last, he may have received new instructions, but the 
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other part of the assertion, that " he never has been 
authorised " is certainly unfounded. The facts which con- 
tradict are 

1" A letter from M, Erving to yourself, stating on the 
authority of the Prince of Peace that a person had been 
appointed to negociate, &c. 

2'* The declaration of M' Isquierdo freely & frequently 
made that he had been appointed to negociate, &c. 

3^ The understanding of this government that such 
was the fact ; and 

4"' The express declaration of the Spanish ambassador 
made to myself, in the presence of M. Isquierdo, that 
a person liad been appointed by H. C. M. to treat with us, 
and that M, Isquierdo was that person. The steps I have 
taken will however soon terminate both conjectures and 
arguments on this head. 

If, as you suppose, M' Isquierdo never has been author- 
ised, or if having been authorised his powers should have 
been recalled and no similar or competent powers vested 
in any other person or persons, we may, I think, consider 
the business as terminated ; hut on this point I shall 
have occasion to communicate farther & soon. 

I would barely suggest that as M' Krving's letter may 
contain details and illustrations with regard to the fact 
he alledges, it would have equally comported with your 
preaching and my practice to have furnished me with 
a copy of it. 

I am. Sir, very respectfully your obed, hum. serv*. 

John Armstrong. 

M" BowDoiN. 



JOHN ARMSTRONG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Pakis, 16 Sept., 1806. 
Sir, — The measures suggested in your note of yester- 
day are two, that this government be informed that M' 
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Isquierdo neither has been, nor is now, empowered to treat 
■with us ; and that M' Erving be requested to open a cor- 
respondence with M' Cevallos on the subject of the nego- 
ciation, &e. I regret that I cannot give my consent to 
eitlier of these propositions, — not to the former because 
it would be tailing for granted a fact by no means estab- 
lished, and which ought to be fully & clearly establisbed 
before it be made the ground-work of an application to 
this government : not to the latter, because such a request 
on my .part, or such a correspondence on the part of 
M' Erving, would equally break in upon what I know to 
be the intenUons of our gov', and what I have been ordered 
to communicate as such to his Majesty the Emperor. I 
shall quote the three articles of my orders which have 
relation to this point that yon may yourself judge of 
their force and application. 

1'" That the gov* of France be informed that the TJ. S. 
will make no overture or application whatsoever to the 
Spanish government on the subject of the differences 
pending between them, and that if an accomodation of 
these differences shall take place the first advances thereto 
must be made by Spain, and must be the result either of 
her own reflexions or of the councils she may receive 
from France. 

2'* That the terms upon which an amicable adjustment 
may take place between H. C, M. & the U. S. be sub- 
mitted to the gov* of France, and 

3^" That means be taken to engage the good offices of 
the Emperor in predisposing Spain to meet the U. S. on 
those terms. 

These orders sufficiently indicate the channel through 
which the U. S. mean to approach their object and as 
clearly prohibit any direct overture to any Spanish au- 
" thority whatsoever. To this remark I have only to add 
that an application on the subject is now before the 
Emperor. 
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I am not possessed of the communication made by this 

gov' to that of Spain. Papers of this description cannot 

be asked for, and are seldom if ever given spontaneously. 

I have the honor to be Sir, with very great respect, 

Your most obedient & very humble servant. 

JoKS Armstrong. 

M" BowDoiN. 

JAMES BOWDOIN" TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Ervisg, Esq". 

My DEAR Sir, — I wrote you on the 23^ ulf & the l"*, 
gth ^ ]^ph j^gt^ ^Q ^ch pigase to be refered. Since my last 
I have rec^ yours of y' 25* & 27"' of Aug* ; the latter is 
very important & has made part of a correspond"^ w"^ I 
have lately had with 1501, who has called into question 
its accuracy & the information it contains seems very 
much to disturb him. I expect to again write 1501 this 
day & siiall recommend him to join with me in a letter 
to you to make a formal note to M. C. requesting to 
know what measures will be taken by Spain in conse- 
quence of the propositions of our gov' made thru y* me- 
dium of the French gov'. I need not apprize you that 
the Spanish gov' ought to be pushed to a definitive reply, 
whether it means to negociate or not under the propo- 
sitions of our gov', & this reply ought to be timely pro- 
cured to be laid before Congress at its approaching session. 
If 1501 does not chuse to join me in the request my pres- 
ent opinion is, that I shall direct it to be done under my 
own commission. I use this term, only to give you an 
opinion of what I conceive I have authority to do; and 
in order that you may be prepared for such a case, 1 
shall be glad that you will consider it & give me yr. opin- 
ion upon it. I w'' forward you a copy of my correspond- 
ence with 1501, if I c^ do it with safety & if you can 
point out a mode, or you can acquaint me of a confiden- 
tial person going from hence for Madrid or sh'* hereafter 
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hear of one, I shall with pleasure profit of y" opp** to send 
y' correspond"'. 

With respect to a gen' peace altho L^ Lauderdale is 
here as well as ministers from Prussia & I believe Russia^ 
there seems little probability of its taking place. The 
Imperial Guards, artillery, &c% have marched, & y^ Em- 
peror it is s'* is to follow in a few days. Prussia is to be 
attacked at all points, & five armies are said to be des- 
tined for the business. Saxony, Hesse, Mecklenbourg, & 
Sweden with Prussia have formed a confederacy for their 
common protection & the impending attack from y* French 
troops is with the view of breaking it up. There is some 
reason to suppose that Austria may yet join it ; but I un- 
derstand that it is not yet settled. The conflict will be 
probably very bloody, & will be followed by important 
consequences. Pray give me a particular & circumstan- 
tial reply to my last letter, it may devellope some of the 
schemes, w** are intended for particular purposes to pro- 
crastinate the negociation. My family desire to be re- 
membered to you. Believe me always, my d' Sir, with 
great regard, 
** ^ Yours, &c', &c*, &c'. 

September 16"', J80S. ' ' 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEOBGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Ebviko, Es<i=. 

My dear Sir, — My letters to you w"** remain un- 
acknowledged are of y? 1", Q**", 1V\ & le** inst'. Yours 
of y' 2* ins* I rec'* this morning, Altho I have not much 
to say, I shall still repeat what I may have before sug- 
gested to you, and enclose you part of my correspond"* 
grounded upon your letter of y" 27* ultimo. T have not 
yet done with it, but I shall again revive it as soon as a 
few days shall elapse, unless something shall turn up to 
render it unnecessary. If the proposed negociation shall 
continue to be treated with neglect or contempt, I have 
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no hesitance to say that hostilities are unavoidable. I 
believe the Emperor is well disposed to having our affairs 
satisfactorily adjusted, but the stock jobbers & their confed- 
erates are numerous & influential ; and it is obviously not 
for their interest that our affairs sh'' be adjusted under 
the present, instructions with w"*" 1108 — 713 [Parker] is 
better acquainted tlian I am ; and as he says that a ne- 
gociation upon the proposed terms is not liked and will 
not be acceded to, whilst y' Emperor professes to be well 
disposed to y" adjustm*, you may see where y* opposition 
lies, & from what motive it springs and these motives will 
doubtless control the negociation, unless that some threat- 
ening consequences shall compel the adoption of meas- 
ures w"* shall put aside all y" schemes for stock jobbing & 

private emolument : how far Is is concerned, I know 

not: he is intimate with 1108, and as you'll see by the 
correspond"* has been closeted by 1501. 1108 is in close 
intimacy at 1366's office, whilst he has a knowledge of all 
that is passing in our gov' from 1501 & in y" U. S. from 
1588. 1452 — n [Lincoln] but as our affairs are probably 
happily arranged with G. B. & as y" new coalition in y* 
north presents a very formidable aspect whatever may be 
pretended to the contrary, & sh*^ that coalition be able to 
make & continue a defensive war ag" France, w""" there 
is reason to expect, if credit can be given to the prepara- 
tions w"** are made, I shall in such case be very confident, 
that the Prince of Beneventura will not think it prudent 
to allow our disputes with Spain to remain open, but will 
be obliged to close them upon the best terms he can. Our 
neutrality is of great importance to both France & Spain ; 
it is the only means thro w''" their West India colonies can 
be preserved to them, or that y* vent of their productions 
can take place; it is equally important to their commerce 
in Europe, refering to their necessary importations or to 
y" sale of their productions; & what adds to its impor- 
tance is, that G. B. not having the same motives to re- 
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spect the flag of any other neutral state will add in case 
the U. S. are drawn into y' war, such additional restric- 
tions upon the commerce of France & Spain as will reduce 
their finances even to a lower ebb than they now are, by 
an immeadiate destruction of that part of their revenue 
w'^'' they draw from commerce, as well as very much 
lessen the general ability to pay taxes in whatever shape 
they may be levied. So fully apprized was M" Pitt of this 
circumstance, that he was known to possess y' opinion 
that it was better for G. B, to endure the loss of the 
commerce of U. S, & to submit to the danger of their 
hostility than to allow the concession of that commerce 
w""" the present British regulations permit to vessells of 
y° U. S. trading to the ports of France & Spain. It w^ 
seem that either the French & Spanish ministry are not 
apprized of these circumstances, or that they think that y* 
United States cannot be driven to hostilities by ill treatm' 
or contempt, for otherwise they could not justify the pol- 
icy w"'' they seem of late to have pursued towards them. 
The enquiry arises w'^ of ihese powers is to blame ? is it 
from Spain from w"'' the opposition to the arrangem* prin- 
cipally springs? or is it France w'"" secretly impedes it? 
or is it the stock-jobbers who have found the secret ave- 
nues to both gov*" & throw obstacle in y" way of the ad- 
justment ? an explanation of a certain letter written to 
yr. friend, & of w* you made mention in yr. letter of the 
IV*"" of July, w'* be of great service. I think itw'* be well 
to endeavour to penetrate into the motives w"" induced y" 
replies made to you as stated in yr. letter of y" 27*'' ultimo, 
or whether they arose from y" influence of y* letter re- 
fered to in yrs. of y" l?"" of July ; to know y* leading mo- 
tives & secret springs of a line of conduct opens the way to 
y' most ready means of counteracting it. I hope you will 
continue your usual activity. I send only a copy of the 
correspond" between Prince of Beneventum & Gen. Arm- 
strong ; mine with the Gen' I shall retain for fear of an 
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accident. There is the remains o£ a letter from 1501 to 
me attached to the copy of a letter to M' Tallerand, the 
reason of it you will discover without further explanation. 
This is sent to me for a copy of the whole correspond"^ it 
certainly requires no comment. We have reports here 
that there has been a battle between y" van of tlie Prus- 
sian & French armies : it is s^ to have been in favour of 
y" former. Y* Emperor meets the Senate this day to take 
leave, &, set ofE for Frankfort or Mayence this evening. 
The preparations are immense on both sides ; the last of 
y' soldiery quit Paris this day : they go on in waggons & by 
post. You may depend that the conflict will be serious. 
We had another report yesterday that certain propositions 
implicating the independ™ of y' U. S., i. e., in regard to 
making one of y° sons of Geo. 3^ king of the U. S. have 
been communicated & made public in EngP. I do not 
vouch for its truth, sh^ it be confirmed I shall acquaint 
with it. Excuse this hasty desultory letter. I have no 
time to copy it. Our family are well & desire to be re- 
membered to you. Believe me always, with great regard, 
Yours. 

Sep' 21", 1806. 

JAMES BOWDOIW TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Ervisg, Esq'. 

My dear Sir, — I have written to you on the 14''' & 
23'' Aug' & on y' 1'' & 9"' inst. to w'^'' please to be re- 
fered. The object 1 have in now writing to you principally 
refers to yr. letter of y^ 17'"' July, wherein you say I have 
1075. 545. 1549. 925. 879. 1576. 1366 'a. [seen another 
letter of Tallyrand's] he says, kc', has been too quick, Ac". 
L wish you to repeat k to be as explicit as possible 
upon this letter to w"'' yours refers, in giving the 
contents & what you conceive, & what yr. friend does k 
did conceive, to be y' motive thus suddenly to arrest the 
very proceedings he (1366) had put in train. I am to 
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have a copy in a day or two of 1501's correspondence 
with 1366 [Tallyrand]: a full & clear explanation of y* 
design w'^'' 1366 had in writing as he did to yonr friend 
will put me in possession of the whole ground. Things 
are coming to a crisis & must soon explain themselves. 
I shall be obliged to you to enquire whether D' The' 
Lopez, a Spanish geographer, made a map of America & 
particularly of the Gulf of Mexico & whether he has laid 
downy* eastern limits of New Mexico, or what is y* same 
thing y* western limits of Louisiana in the Rio del Norte 
& Sallado continued to the northern boundary of 
Louisiana wherever it may be. One of M' Monroe's 
notes to M. Cevallos states this circumstance ; my infor- 
mation here is, that Lopez never published a map of any 
part of America; at any rate if he did it is not to be" 
found at Paris. If you can get at any information con- 
cerning the western boundary of Louisiana from Spanish 
historians or geographers, yv"'' places the limits in y*" Rio 
del Norte, I wish you to acquaint me therewith. I think 
I can liave no difficulty in establishing the point from y° 
numerous vouchers w"* I have collected ; but these are 
principally French. I wish that you w'' let me know 
what you can obtain upon this point, altho I am 
apprehensive the field is barren & that I shall not give 
you much trouble ; but what the geographers or historians 
of Spain can furnish may be probably found in the 
Kbrary of y= Academy of History, to w"" I think it 
probable that foreigners of distinction have access. The 
secret treaty of 1762 between France & Spain, if a copy 
of it c'* be obtained by paying a small sura of money, W^ be 
a very valuable paper, as it probably explains both y' 
eastern & western limits & y' objects & motives of the 
two gov" in making & rec» the cession ; at least it w^ 
answer to know how far the Spanish gov' might be pushed 
to au exposure of it to settle y' limits of the territory. 
The cession was made in 1762, but the transfer of y' 
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colony did not take place till 1769 ; and it is probable 
that, it w'^ have never been made but at the instigation of 
the British cabinet for the better security of their colonies. 
I mention this circumstance that you possibly obtain 
some papers favourable to our claims from the archives 
of the British cabinet, if there are such at Madrid & they 
can be got at. In your absence I wrote to M' Young 
concerning the claims of our citizens from Spanish 
spoliations ; if you have any doeum'* I wish you w^ send 
me a list of the vessells y' owners & y" am" of the 
respective claims. Nothing new has occured since my 
last relative to a general peace; the respective ministers 
continue here, but I do not at present think that y' 
present negociation can result in peace. Adieu. Believe 
me always, with great regard. 

Very sincerely yours, &c*. 
Paris, Sep. II, J806. J- ^• 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE TV. ERVING. 
G. W. Ervixg, Esq". 

Mt dear Sir, — I duly reC* yr, letter of the 12th ult° 
the day before yesterday ; that of y= 8"' is not yet come 
to hand, & I fear never will. The use I made of 1108. 
1447. 1300's [Parker's] suggestions to you was to impress 
upon the Presid" mind an important fact, in respect to y" 
leading motives w'"* contron! the proposed negociation. 
1501 was not in possession of his instructions five days, 
when 1108. [Parker] told M' Skipwith that the proposi- 
tions were not relished & W* not go down. What has 
been done therefore is pro formil & this will explain to 
you y^ motives of the first letters to yr. friend, & the 
correspendent momentary approbation of 1385. 215. 1576. 
1118 : [the P. of Peace] the posterier letters to yr. friend 
complaining of his conduct, & y' subsequent conduct of 
1385. 215. [Prince of P.] shew that there has been no 
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real intention here of bringing the business to a close 
under y' present propositions. Take yr. position in the 
belief of the money projects vi"*' have been on foot, & it 
is easy to account for every thing w"*" has taken place 
here or at Madrid. The Emperor & Prince of Beneventum 
are at Mentz. Paris is become bare of troops, they were 
sent on by post & y* first devision of them, it was calcu- 
lated, w'' arrive at Mentz yesterday. The head quarters 
of the French army is said to be Bamberg, & will be 
300,000 strong. The Prussians are in great force at Halle, 
Madebonrg, Silisea & along the frontiers to Bohemia. 
The Duke of Brunswic commands the center, Gen' 
Blucher & Ruchel y* right wing & Prince Hohenloe the 
left. The most active operations are soon expected. L* 
Lauderdale still continues here, from what motive is not 
known. No late news from America. It was told me 
yesterday that Gen. Armstrong will set off in a few days 
on a journey to Italy. I do not vouch for its truth. My 
family desire to be remembered to you. Believe me 
always, my dear Sir, with great regard. 
Yours, &c', &c*. 
Oct" 1=', 1808. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVTNG. 
G. W. EftvisG, Esq'. 

My d= Sir, — My letters of y' 16th & 21st ult" & of the 
Isfc ins' are unacknowledged ; yours of y' 8th of Sep' has 
failed, & I am to acknowledge that of y* 26th ulf. I am 
much obliged to you for y* information it contains ; it places 
y^ whole business where I expected, & confirms me in y* 
opinion that 1381 — [Tallyrand] has been concerned in 
llOl's [Parker's] money schemes. The opposition I have 
given to this business under all the shapes w""" it has taken, 
I have good reasofi to think has struck a damp upon y' 
whole affair, & I believe they begin seriously to think 
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of relinquishing it, altho I shall not trust to appearances 
until a treaty is obtained. 1385. 215. 1576. 1118 [P. of 
Peace] has put a deception upon you. 1436 — o [Isquierdo] 
has had conditional powers to be used or not as 1381 [Tal- 
lyrand] may chuse: & 1385. 215. 1576. 1118. so far from 
being satisfied with y" present situation o£ things is very 
uneasy, & the same sensation is communicated to this 
gov'. I yesterday ree'' overtures from 1381's brother, 
who discovers much anxiety, as I am told, & proposes, if 
1381 does not come to Paris in two or three days, as is 
expected, to undertake a journey to Germany to see him, 
that is if he can obtain ray terms. The administration 
has placed me in a situation that it cannot justify, & if I 
am able to serve it it is more than it has a right to expect. 
I have pushed 1501. & nothing can be more contempt- 
ible than his conduct & situation, w"'' cannot be much 
longer concealed from the gov' or people of j' U. S. That 
old villain of N, Y,, you know who I mean, left his project 
behind him, & this is the source of all the difficulties w""* 
our affairs have experienced. 
Sat,, Pakis, Oct" 11th, 1808. 

Your friends desire to be remembered to you. I have 
not time to add by this post. 1 shall write to you as soon 
as any thing certain turns up. Believe me always with 
great regard very sincerely yours. 

No news from Prussia. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEOKGE W. ERVING. 
Geo. W. Eeving, Esq. 

My d' Sib, — I wrote to you the day before yesterday in 
great haste, & owing to y° mistake of a figure I am appre- 
hensive you will not know who I meant by 1381, it sh'^ 
have been 1361 or 1366. This circumstance gives me y* 
opp'^ to suggest to you that there was a secret treaty be- 
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tween France & Spain in y' year 1762 relative to Louisiana, 
it was either accompanied w"" a plan, or there is a plan or 
map w'* was made afterwards for y* use of y' two gov'% 
placing y" western limits of Louisiana in y* Rio del Norte & 
Rio Sallado ; this map or plan was deposited in y" archives 
of both gov*" & it has been shewn here very lately with 
13G6's name & note annexed declaratory of y" western 
boundary aforementioned. As there is reason to appre- 
hend that this boundary may be disputed, if you can 
obtain- a copy of y" treaty & of y* plan aforementioned 
you may go as far as 338. 794. 1067. [fifty dolls.] for 
them both ; & if you cannot obtain the copies for that 
sum, please to let me know at what price they can be 
obtained. I wish you w^ ask yr. friend to give you a 
copy of y* application of this to the Spanish gov* to open 
a negociation for that part of Louisiana lying to y'eastw* 
of y* Missisippi : it is s^ to have been made between y' 
years 1800 & 1803. (y' eleven). This ought to be pro- 
cured without creating much notice, lest we sh'* not be 
able to obtain a treaty, & thereby lessen the disposi- 
tion to take it; but I think there is a probability that a 
treaty will be obtained ; at least 1 am taught to think so 
from some indirect suggestions w"'' I have privately rec^ 
W"" respect to Spanish geographys & histories I can- 
not readily obtain either here : y" author of y" Histoire 
Universelle translated from y" English says that no one 
can determine y^ limits of New Mexico on y*' east, & ob- 
serves that most geographers divide it into l5 provinces, 
some into five, altho almost all y^ Spanish historians divide 
it into 18 & content themselves with giving a list of their 
names. M'' Monroe's quotation of Lopez's map ag" y" 
declaration of y* Paris engravers, who say that Lopez 
never published a map of America, cannot be adduced 
as an authority. If you can find any thing upon y* 
subject of y" eastern limits of New Mexico I sh^ be glad 
of it ; but I dont expect any thing of much import'* 
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except the treaty & plan aforementioned. If you or M' 
Young can give me a mem" of y* am" of our claims for 
spoliations, distinguishing French spoliations in Spanish 
ports from other irregularities, I shall be obliged to you 
for it, as also for any opinions w'^'' you or M' Young may 
have upon this subject. I have late intelligence from our 
friends in Boston who are generally well. Miranda's ex- 
pedition will doubtless succeed & y" loss of y' Spanish col- 
onies to Spain seems from concurring circumstances quite 
probable. If we do not obtain a treaty seasonably to be 
laid before Congress at the approaching ses&ion, I believe 
we shall contribute not a little to y* same object, as I.con- 
ceive a war to be inevitable. AVhether Spain is not so far 
gone as a power to become insensible to her situation I 
can't say. It may possibly serve to quicken their movem*' 
here to privately give the 215. 1576. 1118* this hint. 
There is no news from Prussia. Both armies are in the 
presence of each other ; but no blow is yet struck. 

Believe me always with great regard,very sincerely yours. 

Paris, Oetf li'\ 1806. 
My family desire to be remembered to you. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ER^TNG. 
Geo. W. Erving, Esq". 

Mt d^ Sir, — I wrote to you on the 21st ult" & on y" 
1™, 11th & 13th instant. Yr. favour of y" 2 ins' I rec^ 
last evening, & I am much obliged to you for it It 
wakes the ^claircissement perfect, & places the blame 
where it ought to lie : my two last letters I think were 
too strongly expressed. Overtures of an extraordinary 
kind were made to me thro M'' Skipwith ; k altho they 
show a disposition to conciliation I am determined to put 
my face ag'' all indirect & corrupt propositions. Our 
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gov* must lay aside its apathy, must assert its claims & 
shew to the world that it knows how to estimate its situ- 
ation & interest, or the heaviest calamities will be brot 
upon our country thr& intriguers & stock jobbers, who 
are the true cause of the existing misunderstanding. I 
shall acquaint you with occurring circumstances, what- 
ever they may be, & w'* my feelings at y' moment they 
are presented ; I mention this, that you may account for 
the change between this & ray preceeding letters, w°*' 
arises from a variety of occurrences not necessary to 
mention. I shall enclose you one half of my late cor- 
respondence with Gen' A. by this opportunity & the re- 
mainder by the next general post day. I hope you take 

care to write to the gov' your conversations with ; 

they are interesting & sh** be communicated. Take care 
however not to notice to them any thing concerning our 
affairs w""" shall lead them to expect that y' present pro- 
posed negociation will prove successful without the cooper- 
ation of energetic measures on their side. There is no 
news from y" armies ; the Emperor has taken his quarters 
upon the frontiers of Saxony. The Senate met yesterday 
& rec'* dispatches from the Emperor mentioning that all 
negociations with Prussia had broken up & that y* war 
w^ commence immeadiately. The preparations on both 
sides surpass any thing w""" has been exhibited in Europe 
for many many years. The events of y^ war will doubtless 
have an effect upon our negociations. Believe me always, 
with great regard, d' Sir, yours, &c'. 
Paris, OctMS, 1806. 

My family desire to be remembered to you. 



JOHN AEMSTROXG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

25 Octob., 1806. Pabib. 

Sir, — I received your note of yesterday, and am 
bliged by the information it contains. You think this 
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information ought to be made the foundation of a par- 
ticular representation to this government, but you have 
not even hinted at the character which ought to be given 
to this representation, — shall it be communicated meerly 
as matter of information? Shall it be offered as a decla- 
ration of the Prince of Peace ? Shall it be given in the 
words and on the authority of M' Erving ? If the fact 
it asserts be taken for granted, shall we complain that 
this government has not demanded powers ? or shall we 
remonstrate against her for not having done so ? The 
more in my opinion that the present torpor in which the 
business lies be considered' as either the act or the omis- 
sion of this government, the more importance it takes, 
and the more caution on our part it requires. As hoW- 
ever you have a good deal of leisure, I would thank you 
to put the representation you think advisable into the 
form of a note. If it should meet my opinion of what 
under all circumstances would be most expedient, I shall 
willingly adopt it, and if it should not I shall assign my 
reasons for thinking differently from you. 

I am, with great respect, your most obed* serv'. 

John Armstrong. 

M" BOWDOIN, 



JOHN ARMSTRONG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Paris, 25 Ootob., 1806. 
SiE, — Your letter of to-day has been received. The 
conjecture that M. Yzquierdo's powers may be revived is 
not improbable. Should this event take place, I shall be 
promptly advised of it and shall immediately return 
to Paris. I cannot but notice that you have somewhat 
mistaken the meaning of my note of the 18'*. I have not 
said that " M' Y's powers have been suspended or re- 
called in consequence of the late negociations with Eng- 
land." I but offered as conjecture that his appointment 
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to treat with England might in some degree explain the 
conduct of Spain towards us. 

You enquire through whom you may have access to 
me during my absence ? M' Warden* will remain in Paris, 
will be advised of my movements and will convey to me 
any letters you may think proper to write. 

You ask also through whom you are to communicate 
with this government 1 I answer, that I shall not 
charge any person with the business of the U, S. in Paris 
during tlie absence of the Emperor and the Prince of 
Benevent. When they feturn to Paris I shall return also. 

M'' Warden will have authority to open all packets 
addressed to me which shall come from the Dep* of State 
of the U. S. and will deliver to you any letters specially 
directed to you. All others he will forward to me either 
by post or by express. These to become intelligible must 
be interpreted by my cypher which I shall carry with me, 
I do not however expect any letter of much importance 
■from the gov' for some time to come. They have been 
regularly apprized by me of every step taken in the busi- 
ness, and will no doubt wait the results of these measures. 

I am sorry I cannot gratify your sollicitude with re- 
spect to notes (other than those I have already sent) 
which I have written to this gov'. Not believing that 
a negociation with France (the object of which is to 
produce a negociation with Spain) could in its own 
nature, be managed with the pen, I have made but little 
\ise of it. To the notes already sent I can therefore add 
only a few lines written the other day to M. Talleyrand 
which the occasion called for. 

I am, Sir, respectfully, your most obed' serv'. 

JoHK Armstrong, 

M" BowDOiN. 

■David B. Warden, aecretarj- of legation lo General ArniatronR, and afterward, for 
forty years, consul-general of the United States at Paris. He waa elected a Currespond- 
JDg Member of the Historical Society in 1830, and died in Paris, Oet. 9, 18*6. — Eds. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. EUTING. 
G. W. Erving, Esq. 

Mt D" Sir, — I wrote to you on the 1st, 11th, IStli, 
& 15th ins', & have since enclosed a part of ray cor- 
respond" with 1501 by the way of Bordeaux. Since 
■which I have ree'^ yours of the 6th & 13th ins'. Neither 
you nor your friend ought to be under the least appre- 
hensions. I shall take care to say nothing to 1501 W* 
shall implicate him. As I think the whole business 
pretty well developed & that we precisely know where the 
blame lies our gov' cannot act under any deception. 1366- 
1108. — & 1501,* have been very thoroughly sifted: and 
their intrigues must be renounced or adopted as a meas- 
ure of policy at the option of the gov'. 1501 has given 
me formal notice of bis going from Paris for some weeks: 
it is s'', he is going to the south of France & to Italy for 
his health. I need say nothing ab' him; his conduct suffi- 
ciently speaks for itself. If you rec* any intelligence 
from y' Presid' or from M' Madison I shall be obliged to 
you to acquaint me therewith. As soon as this business 
with Spain is finished it is my intention to return home. 
My debut has not been either flattering or pleasing to me ; 
it has perfectly satisfied me by proving to me that the 
situation of a minister is neither a source of pleasure or 
profit; it will not afford the first because deception & 
deceit characterize those with whom you must associate, 
& y* latter because the allowance of gov' will not more 
than half pay the necessary expences. 'At any rate I 
am determined to be quit of it as soon as I possibly can 
without sacrificing the interest of our gov' or my own 
personal reputation. 

The ace*" from Prussia surpass all description ; their 
armies every where routed and overthrown. I have only 
time to enclose the Bulletin. My family desire to be 

* Talleyrand, Parker, and Armsltang. — Eds. 
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remembered to you. Believe me always, with great 
regard, very sincerely yours, &c., &c'. 
Paris, Oct" 27'", 1806. 

P. S. I forgot to explain to you my manner of 

raanagem' concerning the Argus ; I have taken it at ray 
own expence & have forwarded it to you by the post of 
y" day ; if you have incured any increased expence from 
the arrangera' it is my fault, & if you desire it as you 
formerly bad it, you will give me your directions 
accordingly. 

The post was closed yesterday before my letter was 
offered, w'^'' gives me the opp'^ of enclosing the Argus of 
this day containing an ace" of y" late victories ; & also to 
acknowledge the rec' of yrs of y' 15th. Pray let me 
know y' effect that these victories may produce in Spain. 
I shall write to you very soon. 
Yrs, &c'. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
„ , Paris, Oet. 29, 1806. 

Sir, — I received your letters of the 25th instant 
the day before yesterday at eleven o'clock enclosing a 
copy of your note to the P. of B" dated the 15"* inst. 
Alth& I have no disposition to refuse you my advise 
or opinion generally as to the note I think ought to be 
written to this gov', yet you are sensible tbat I am not in 
possession of the whole subject, and therefore cannot with 
propriety take upon me the responsibility of writing a 
note for you upon the present occasion, agreably to your 
request. What were the original inofficial propositions 
said to be from the P. of B° ? How far they have been 
acceded to by the President? What are 661 218. 1426. 
24. 565. 10G7. [youi^ private instructions] (for it seems by 
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664. 879. 1576. 1385. 242. 1382. 1576. 64. [your letter of 

the 6th of ] that 663. 1259. 31-) [you have such] and 

how far 551. 1426. 24. 565. [those instructions] agree 
with 551. 107. 569. 491. 1349. [those common to us both] 
are circumstances which should have an influence upon 
the note which seems to be called for upon the present 
occasion. It is on these accounts, and these only, taken 
in connection with the circumstance that it makes no 
part of iny commission, render it equally reasonable and 
' proper that I should decline your request. I have how- 
ever no hesitance in saying, I consider that the delay has 
originated with this gov', and that I think the note in 
question ought to represent that there is good reason to 
suppose that Spain stands ready to put her affairs with 
the U. S. in a train of amicable arrangement as soon as 
she shall receive the impulse from this gov^; and that 
without it she is neither disposed nor will she stir one 
step. That from the length of time our disputes have 
subsisted as well as from the ineffectual attempts which 
have been made to procure their arrangement, any 
further delay must be attended with the most serious 
consequences. That as it was the intention of his Impe- 
rial Majesty to lend his friendly mediation to prevent the 
evils consequent upon the present posture of our affairs 
agreably to the assurances given in June last, his Ma- 
jesty's friendly interposition cannot be too soon nor too 
efficiently put in operation to procure the desired effects, 
and that if his Majesty should not be induced shortly to 
afford his friendly interference you could not answer for 
the consequences of a further delay. A note containing 
the general sentiments herein stated, from the informa- 
tion I possess, would be probably productive of great 
advantage, could do no harm, and would serve at least to 
explain the real motives and intentions of this gov'. 
I am very respectfully, Sir, &c., &c., &c. 

Signed. J. B. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Ervibo. 

My d" Sir, — My last was forwarded y' 28th instant, 
since w'*' I have rec'' new overtures thro M' Skipwith & 
things look like a disposition for accommodation; but as 
I mean to give little attention to every thing of this kind 
until it shall come through y' regular channels, I shall 
continue to consider every thing of the sort as belonging 
to the schemes of the speculators; but that I may be 
prepared ag" every event, let me know what is likely to 
come of the proclamation & what purpose it is likely 
to serve? Prussia is beaten & y* Emperor is probably at 
Berlin. But where the Russian army is, or what is the 
precise intention of Austria is not yet known. Alth6 
the Emperor was supposed to command 400,000 men, 
yet reinforcem" are called for from all quarters, & y* 
corps in reserve are marching to the imperial standard ; 
this looks as if the business was not settled, & there was 
yet much fighting to be done. As movem" in Spain of 
any sort inay have an influence upon onr negociations I 
wish you to continue to inform me of every occurrence. 
It is insisted on here that Isquierdo has the powers of 
the P. of P.; if so, in a certain event will they be re- 
called ? & in that event will she choose to settle our 
disputes herself? w** it or w^ it not be dangerous to 
pay money here for the Floridas? Can you sift the 
Prince, or ascertain whether it will make any change 
in y" posture of our affairs & what? you understand 
me. Will there be any advantage in transferring the 
place of, y*' negociation ? As I cannot explain myself 
more particularly, you must conceive my drift & ac- 
quaint me with every thing you can procure. As soon 
as I know the fate of the correspond" I have enclosed 
you, I shall send you some w'*" has since taken place. 
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My family desire to be remembered to you. Believe 
me always with great regard very sincerely yrs. 

Oct". 30'^ 1806. 

T^ above is written in haste. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. EEVING. 

G. W. Ekving, Bsq«. 

Mt d" Sir, — My last was dated the 30th ulf, since 
w"" I have rec'' yours of y* 2r', 25*'' & 29*^ ult". Nothing 
further has turned up since I last wrote to you, and no 
overtures have been since made by the stock-jobbers 
thr6 M' Skipwith, M'Andreoli deliv'' me your enclosure 
of two maps yesterday ; he dines with me to-day. I am 
glad to have the maps altho they are of little consequence 
compared with a number w'^'' I have collected here & are 
very important. I have made a collection likewise of all 
the histories upon the subject of Louisiana to be found 
here, among w""" is Du Pratz. But I conceive that all 
reasoning upon the subject is at an end. By an arrival 
at Nantz bringing ace*' from New York to y* 4"" of Oct* 
we understand that hostilities have commenced & the 
Spaniards have taken a number of our troops prisoners ; 
that they have advanced into the country of Natitoches 
with 800 Spanish troops and as many savages ; and that 
the troops were collecting to attack them. Things being 
advanced thus far, negociation is at an end. It happens 
very fortunate that the Spaniards are y* aggressors & ob- 
viously within the territory of Louisiana. An extract 
from a New York newspaper of the 4"' of Oct" is enclosed, 
and also a copy of a letter from Gen' A. to me, & a copy 
of bis late note to the Prince of Beneventum. The Gen', 
I understand, sets out for Italy to-day or to-morrow. This 
puts out of question all prospect of negociation thro this 
gov*. If Spain takes the part w""" it is supposed here that 
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she will & sh'' become y* ally of Engl^ instead of France, 
I think no time ought to be lost in y^ U. S. to take pos- 
session of E. & W. Florida, and events will probably dis- 
sipate some of y' money schemes w""" are probably going 
on here. I shall prepare for my return home as fast as 
possible. Do you want a chariot or a coachee, both of 
w"" I have at Santander, or can you procure me a pur- 
chaser for one or the other or both at Madrid ? My 
chariot is London built, in good order: it was my 
mother's, & I w^ sell it for 1000 'dolls, rather than return 
it to y" U. S. Pray write me on this subject by y" return 
of y" post. What will be yr. own destination in y* event 
of war? Will it be to return to Engl^ or go to y" V. S. ? 
I believe that I shall send M'^ Sullivan to S' Ander to re- 
ship my effects. My family desire to be remembered to 
you. Believe me always, with great respect, 

Yrs. J. B. 

Paris, llf Nov., 1806. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 

G. W. Erving, Esqr. 

Mr DEAR SiK, — I wrote to you on the 11"" ins* with- 
out having anything specially important to communicate 
to you, w"*" is the case at present, except to acknowledge 
the rec' of yours of the 4th ins*, to acquaint you that y' 
letter of y" 8"" of Sep. miscan-ied & never reached me, & 
to refer you to my enclosures of y* 21" of Sep. last, where 
you will find the continuance & conclusion of the corre- 
spond" between Gen. A. & me to that time. Since w"'' I 
have had a further correspond™ with him w""" I shall en- 
close you shortly. The last letter of 1501 discloses some- 
thing veiy important & shews that be has had private 
instrnctioQs very different from those common to us both. 
There has been strange conduct somewhere, when & how 
it will be fully explained I know not. The Presid* has 
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doubtless been amused & deceived with inefficient propo- 
sitions w"'' they will not or dare not attempt to execute. 
Time will discover them and the projectors. The Marq* 
Yrujo, it is said, has rec^ full powers to treat at Washing- 
ton, & the Spaniards are making inroads upon Louisiana 
with a considerable force, which will be opposed. These 
circumstances of coui^e will put an end to all prospect of 
negociation for the present, & we must wait the event of 
these measures & new instructions. The Paris papers 
are doubtless rec'* at Madrid, & give you the details of 
the campaign in Prussia. Nothing seems to be s'* of the 
Russian forces, but they are doubtless preparing for a 
rencontre, Sh** they be defeated, v/"^ there is too much 
reason to apprehend that they will be, Europe must sub- 
mit to y* yoke of this gov', perhaps the world become 
tributory to it. Let me know how y" Prince con- 
ducts sine his late proclamation ; if he thinks it not well 
understood & that he will not be punished for it, he is 
mistaken. Hesse Cassel affords a striking evidence of the 
policy W" will be observed as well as of the punishm' w""" 
will be inflicted ! We have all been much afflicted with 
severe colds. My family desire to be remembered to 
you. Believe me always, with great regard, 
Yours, &c*. 
Paris, Nov. 18, 1806. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. EEVIKG. 
G. W. Ebvikg, Esqb- 

Mt d" Sir, — My letters of the 11th & 18th ins' re- 
main unacknowledged. I have rec'' your favors of the 
6th & 10th ins' within these two days. I am glad to ob- 
serve by the first that you have made up yr. mind to 
settle in yr. native country, & I presume place. Your 
plan I think judicious & proper, but you ought to recol- 
lect that if you mean to establish yrself & form a family 
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of your own, w""* on every ace" will prove most conciliat- 
ing & satisfactory; especially to a man who does not 
mean to become a prey to the depravity of his own pas- 
sions, who means to make & conciliate a friend, i. e., a 
real & substantial one, who will participate in his pains 
as well as pleasures, & who can have no interest discord- 
ant to his own, permit me to say that it is high time that 
you setab*it; '* Dum loquimur ftigit invida setas," and 
that you sh'' abandon youthful galantries & sh'* cease yr. 
attempts to console yourself in the indiscriminate em- 
braces of corrupt women whose debaseing influence will 
in the end unfit you for the more mature & rational 
pleasures of connubial life & will be y* means of leaving 
a void without a friend or those attachm*" w"'iire neces- 
sary to render the evening of life tranquil & satisfactory. 
These observations spring from yr. letter added to some 
reports w""" have circulated here. They are made with y* 
best intentions, & I hope you will not take them amiss. 

1501 has returned, afraid, I suppose, of taking upon 
himself the responsibility of quitting his post at this time, , 
altho I have no doubt a new concerted plan is on foot to^ 
again bewilder & deceive y* administration, & in proof of 
it Is. set out for Holland at the same time that 1501 pro- 
posed his journey to Italy. A short time will unfold 
things w'^" will make y' administration repent of their mis- 
placed confidence. We have reports here that a treaty 
with Engl'* is concluded by our commiss". Our affairs 
there have derived very httle advantage from our friend's 
associate. 

With respect to the efforts you mention, they may 
afford conversation & mirth to Paris belles & beauxs, but 
they will throw no impedem* in y" way of y" Emperor & 
y* extension of his power; she has but one step left, to 
abandon Europe, transport the gov' to the colonies, enter 
into alliances with Engl^ & y' U. S. & establish free trade 
& intercourse with all the world. 
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Engl^ too, sh^ y' war continue, will not stand upon y* 
most secure footing. National bankruptcy is talked of, 
and warmly recommended by, some politicians, & sh'^ it 
take place the rotten branches of royalty may be blown 
away & a new & improved system of free gov' be substi- 
tuted,' w''' by giving a motive to every man to defend y* 
soil may prove the most complete barrier to the ambition 

of , & may leave all the resources of the country to 

be applied to the continuance of their marine establishm'. 
Pray continue to advise me of every change taking place 
with you. My family desire to be remembered to you. 
Believe me always, with great respect, d' Sir, 
Yours, &c. 
Nov. 2e'^ 1806. 

P. S. A part of my correspd'^' is enclosed. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Ervisg, Esq". 

Mr D" Sir, — I wrote to you on y" 18th & 26th ult" & 
a few lines on y" 2"^ ins', enclosing a copy of the late im- 
perial Decree declaring the British Islands in a state of 
blockade, &c'. The orders carrying the decree into more 
effectual execution or limiting & restricting its operation 
have not yet been published by the ministers directed to 
execute it ; but there is no doubt that all vessels bound 
to G, Britain or Ireland will be subjected to capture & 
will be condemned if brot into France by French priva- 
teers. British property it is said to a great am^'has been 
sequestered at Paris ; & at Hamburg, Lubeck & the other 
free cities of Germany as well as in everyone in w'='' the 
French army has penetrated. It is every where con- 
demned, and British merchandize is confiscated let it be- 
long to whom it may. If the British cabinet adopt couii- 
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ter declarations, W* may be expected, the war will take a 
new character & will probably become barbarous beyond 
example. In ■ this conflict wrought up to the highest 
pitch of excitement on all sides, what part the U. S. will 
be obliged to take, whether G. B. will insist upon their 
taking a part or whether she will not be necessarily' 
drawn into it, much is to be said on both sides. On the 
one side all our commerce lies openly exposed, without 
a ship to protect it, whilst the mysterious conduct of 
Spain seems to render it necessary that we sh'^ take 
forcible possession of East & W. Florida; on the other 
hand the pacific policy of the administration, added 
to y' ill-policy of being drawn into the contests of the 
European nations, offer strong motives to pocket insults 
& submit to the inconveniences w'*' accompany the present 
posture of our affairs. The President's situation is critical 
& embarrassing & calls for all y= political wisdom & pru- 
dence he possesses; but whether Prudence herself can keep 
us out of the contest is still a question ? 

Yr. letter of y= 22^ iilt" came to hand last evening & I 
observe what has been yr. conversation with yr. friend, 
but I fear nothing can revive the proposed negociation 
under present circumstances. Isquierdo is in Holland, & 
I am assured has no powers. 1501 has returned, but is 
thinking more of finding a salve for past folly than of 
endeavouring to procure an adjustm' of our a^airs. I 
despair of the influence of any steps w'"* may be taken 
by our gov', any w'^'' w^ have shewn the least decision 
the last year w^ have proved effectual. Nothing, I fear, 
now will. The Emperor is determined, following y' 
steps of L^ Chatham, to conquer the French colonies in 
Germany. Poland is revolutionizing, where a winter's 
campaign is to be carried on with Russia ; & sh*" the 
latter be beaten, as may be expected, the Emperor may 
plant his standards at Petersburg the next spring. 
Empire follows the track of a conquei'ing army as the 
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winds at the equator follow the sun, & where its victories 
will not extend it is impossible to conjecture. We must 
leave political events to time & chance to devellope ; I 
apprehend my speculations will throw but little light 
upon them ! 

I reC" late letters from my friends who were well on y' 
23^ of Oct". No news of any kind & nothing s'' ab' the 
Spaniards & Indians at y* Sabine river, therefore I 
suppose that y' news we had was a false alarm. My 
family de.sire to be remembered to you. M'' Sullivan has 
gone to renew yr. subscription for the Gaz. de France. 
Believe always, w"' great regard, yrs., &c. 
Paris, Deo. 6, 1806. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEOEGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Ervisg, Esq". 

My b" Sir, — I am to acknowledge y" rec' of yr. favor 
of y° 16th ins*, and altho I do not recollect enough of 
my letter w""* enclosed the late Decree to say what it 
contained, as it was written in haste & not copied, I am 
glad that it has given occasion to yr. opinions upon 
the subject of it. An English retaliation of y^ decree 
I have had reason to apprehend, & j" necessaiy con- 
sequences of it I am afraid we shall esperience by y' 
plunder of our commerce. I say plunder of our com- 
merce, because y^ British cabinet has availed itself of 
every pretence to do it when it c'* think itself justified 
by y^ conduct of its enemies. Indeed our reports here 
by y' way of Holland, & from as high authority as 
Willinks & C", are that war between Engl'' & y" U. S. 
is inevitable ; that y' negociation is broken up without 
hopes of being renewed, & that every thing bears a 
hostile appearance if it is not open war. From whence 
arises this sudden change, say you ? Did you not write 
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me that y" treaty was upon the eve of being signed? 
Yes : but the imperial Decree has intervened, & I suppose 
if y" truth was known we shd. find that in order to make 
a great & successful sweep of our European commerce 
the mom* the decree was rec^ in Engl* private orders 
were issued to send in all neutrals bound to France or to 
the countries in alliance with her, and that our vessels 
are carried into Engl*^ in great numbers. I draw 
this opinion from y" reports & from y° few vessels w'*" 
have lately arrived upon y' west coast of France, whilst 
in y" Mediterranean the arrivals from y" U. S. are nu- 
merous beyond example. At any rate some very impor- 
tant measure has been taken w"" implicates y' peace of 
y" U. S. With respect to our affairs with Spain, they 
remain in appearance in statu quo ; there has been a 
new scheme of speculation devised & perhaps is car- 
rying into execution at this moment. Y* plan is to 
procure a grant of from 3 to 6 mil' of acres of land 
from Spain upon a small consideration per acre, to be 
ratified & confirmed by y* treaty of cession as a sine 
quk non. Iz — was to procure y* grant, and Iz., P., loOl 
& their associates were to become the C" & divide y* 
spoil. This information was lodged with me yesterday, 
& I beg that you will endeavour to ascertain whether 
there has been a grant of land made or proposed in 
either Louisiana or the Floridas, & to whom ? y*' quantity 
of land, its situation, or its diseription, if not a copy of it, 
i. e., if such a step has been taken. It is s'* that y' 
P. of M. was applied to, but refused to have anything 
to do with it. I had reason to think something of y' 
kind had been upon y" carpet more than six weeks since j 
& that something is or has been hatching or may have 
been forwarded to y" Presid' I have no doubt. I am 
sorry to see what I do ; our country possessing no politi- 
cal influence here, & its agents treated with contempt, 
& whether deservedly or not, time will determine. If 



y Google 



35o THE BOWDOm AND TEMPLE PAPERS. [130J. 

any thing turns up I shall write you ; dont fail to let 
ine know what you can ascertain concerning y* grant 
of land. My family desire to be remembered to yoix. 
Believe me always with great regard, yours, &c*. 
Paris, Dec. 31, 1806. 



JAMES MONEOE AND WILLIAM PINKNEY TO JAMES 
BOWDOIN.* 

LoNBON, January 16'", 1807. 

Sir, — We have the pleasure to inform you that we 
concluded a treaty of amity, navigation, & commerce 
with this government on the 31 ulto., and that M' 
Purviance sailed with the treaty for the United States 
on the 11*^ instant. Presuming that a knowledge of 
this interesting event and of the general character and 
important stipulations of the treaty may be satisfactory 
to yon and useful to our country, we hasten to commu- 
nicate it to you. We make this communication however 
in confidence, as we do a like one to Gen' Armstrong, 
and that it may be delivered in safety we commit our 
dispatches to Major Hunt, who proposes to set out im- 
mediately for Paris. 

The treaty touches all the subjects which are com- 
prized in its title. It regulates the commercial in- 
tercourse between the United States and the British 
dominions in Europe on principles of strict reciprocity, 
equally in respect to the duties on vessels and goods 
or produce. Each party has a right to raise the tonnage 
duty on the vessels of the other, in its own ports, to a 
level with that which is paid by its vessels in the ports 
of the other party. Neither party can impose higher 
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duties on the produce or manufactures of the other than 
are imposed on the like articles from every other country, 
and all countervailing or discriminating duties on such 
articles to encourage the navigation of one party at 
the expence of the other are prohibited. The intercourse 
with India is placed nearly on the same footing it held 
by the treaty of 1794. This part of the subject gave 
us, in consequence of the great jealousy of the India 
Company, much trouble, created great delay, and was 
finally not arranged entirely to our satisfaction. We 
are however pursuaded that the arrangements made will 
be on the whole approved. The trade with tlie W. 
Indies is left open for future adjustment, each party 
retaining the right to regulate it in the interim as it 
thinks fit. This right was reserved to enable the United 
States to counteract any unfair regulations of that trade 
by the British government, if such should be tnade. 
In favour of neutral rights some important regulations 
have been entered into. The great question of that 
trade with enemies' colonies is placed, as we presume, 
on a good footing. The productions of such colonies 
on being landed in the United States and paying a duty 
of two per cent to our gov*, may be carried to Europe 
to the parent country, and of course to every other, in 
the same ship and by the same proprietor. And in like 
manner the manufactures and productions of the parent 
and other countries may be carried to the colonies, 
on being landed in the United States and paying there a 
duty of one per cent. Provisions are not contained in 
the list of contraband of war, nor are tar and turpintine 
except when destined to a place of naval equipment. 
The jurisdiction of the United States is acknowledged 
to the distance of five marine miles from their coast in 
favor of their merchant vessels and those of other powers 
who may admit the same limit. The ships of war of all 
nations are left on the ordinary doctrine of the publick 
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law respecting them. Several other points are placed on 
more advantageous ground than they have heretofore 
held. The topick of impressment is not arranged by 
treaty, but an understanding is obtained on it which it is 
presumed will be satisfactory to our government. By 
one of the articles the rights secured to other nations by 
treaty are confirmed. This stipulation extends of course 
to every interest of such powers, but the priviledges which 
were secured by the treaty between the U. States and 
France of 1803 to the subjects of France and Spain for a 
limited term in the ports of Louisiana were its principal 
object. The only remaining article which it is material 
to meotioa is one which stipulates that as it is the inten- 
tion of the parties that they should be respectively placed 
on a footing of the most favored nation, should either 
party grant any greater priviledges in navigation and 
commerce to any other power, the other shall immediately 
participate in them : and another which secures a co-oper- 
ation between the two powers to promote a complete 
abolition of the slave trade. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect & esteem, 
Y" m. hi. servants. 

W" PlN-KNET. 



P. S. "We omitted to mention in its proper place that 
the article relative to our trade with enemies' colonies, 
while it is understood to protect by positive concession on 
the part of Great Britain an intercourse with such colo- 
nies as well in the East Indies as in the West, if carried 
on as the article prescribes, does not in any degree preju- 
dice (with a view either to the future or the past) the 
question now depending before the Lords Commissioners 
of Appeal as to the legality of a direct or continuous com- 
merce between enimies' colonies in the Uast Indies and 
Europe, including the parent states. Upon the subject of 
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blockade, we think that something has been gained, not 
only by the treaty itself but by a written declaration of 
the British commissioners delivered to us at the time of 
the signature of the treaty, in which last a blockade is in 
effect defined with as much precision and as advanta- 
geously for the general interests of neutral trade as could 
be expected or perhaps desired. 

The article relating to contraband contains a distinct 
abandonment of a most vexatious pretention, which has 
not only received judicial countenance in this country but 
has been sanctioned by the Orders of Council of 1803, to 
extend the penalty to which a trade in contraband of war 
is regularly liable to a resumed or return voyage after the 
noxious articles have been deposited. 

Ja' Monroe. 

W" PlNENEY. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Erving, Esq". 

Deah Sir, — I wrote to you on y' 31" ult°; since w* 
1 have rec^ y' favor of y' 12th ult", and the day before 
yesterday yr. accounts of y^ Spanish spoliations. I thank 
you for the trouble you have taken, & shall be glad to be 
furnished with any alterations which may be from time to 
time required through furtiier information. I shall be 
obliged to you for your & M' Young's opinions as to the 
aggregate amount of all y* spoliations & also what part 
thereof may be chargeable to depredations committed 
under y Spanish flag between y* years 1794 & 1799, & 
what part thereof under the French flag & carried into 
Spanish ports in those years? What part thereof under 
pretence of y* breach of y' Spanish colonial laws ? & what 
part for illegal captures since y' year 1799? Should we 
proceed to a negociation, a knowledge of these circum- 
stances, or at least the best opinion w'" can be collected, 
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may become very essential, I am aware that some un- 
certainty must result from these enquiries, but I consider 
that you & M' Young must be able to give better opin- 
ions upon this subject than any body else, & I hope that 
neither you nor he will excuse yourselves. 

With respect to y" negociation, it remains in y" same 
inexplicable state it has all along been, & at present 
there is no appearance of a change. Nevertheless y" 
Emperor & y* Prince of Beneventum are expected to 
shortly return to Paris, & we may soon receive intelli- 
gence from our gov'. We may expect therefore that a 
negociation may be speedily opened or be removed to a 
greater distance than ever. We have been perplexed here 
for some time past with contradictory reports from Engl'*. 
When T last wrote to you, I gave you y" reports of prob- 
able hostilities between G. B. & y* U, S., but by later 
acc*°, w""" have y" appearance of authenticity, a treaty 
between y* two countries has been concluded, & y" re- 
spective interests reconeiledj but we have rec'' no official 
intelligence upon the subject. , 

I shall thank you to be particularly attentive in inves- 
tigating whether there has been a grant of lands obtained, 
or likely to be obtained, within y^ limits of Louisiana or 
within either of y' Floridas. I will hereafter state to you 
more particularly my reasons for [this] enquiry. I have 
rec^ no late news from y" XI. S,, neither from y* gov* nor 
from my particular friends. Before T conclude I will just 
observe for yr. information that y* late battles with y' 
Russians have been very bloody & obstinate, & have 
produced a very opposite effect from those fought with 
the Prussians ! Our family desire to be remembered to 
you. 

Believe, always with very great regard, d' Sir, 
Yours, tScc'. 

Pakis, January ITS', 1807. 
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JAMES MONROE TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Copt. 

LoNDOK, Jao' aO"*, 1807. 

Dear Sir, — Our official dispatch will communicate to 
. you a jiist view of the principal stipulations in the treaty 
with this government, which altho' it is not in every 
respect what we wished is still such an one as in my 
judgment will prove advantageous to our country. We 
flatter ourselves therefore that it will be ratified. Your 
remarks sent me last spring were of real use, as they give 
information on some points and directed my attention to 
others to which it was very proper to draw it. The late 
decree of the French gov' (Nov. 21, at Berlin} produced a 
great effect here, and had like to have prevented the for- 
mation of any treaty. The example it furnished this 
gov* for blockading the ports of France, Spain, &c., and 
seizing colony produce was so alluring that it was almost 
impossible to resist its influeuce. Notwithstanding all 
our efforts to prevent it, this gov' finally declared to us 
in signing the treaty that if France executed that decree 
against the United States, and they submitted to it that it 
would immediately reciprocate the same policy against 
France. It is certain, so strong is the party in favor of 
the doctrines of the book called War in Disguise, that if 
France furnishes by her conduct any pretest for it it will 
be hastily taken advantage of. It is in my opinion equally 
certain that if France respects our neutral rights that G. 
Britain will do it. Thus you see how delicately we are 
circumstanced and how dependent our future prosperity 
as a neutral party is on the conduct of France. I make 
these suggestions to you in strict confidence, for all these 
concerns are properly (in regard to France) in the hands 
of our minister there, and great care should be taken nei- 
ther to interfere with his rights or lessen his responsability. 
This business being done, I propose to sail with my family 



y Google 



364 THE BOWDOIN AND TEMPLE PAPERS. [1807. 

sometime about April for the U. States. I shall have 
opportunities to write you hereafter before I sail, of which 
I shall certainly take advantage. Will you be so good as 
to inform Mr, Erving (at my desire) that we have con- 
cluded a treaty. Tell him in cypher what you deem ma- 
terial, and express to him my regret that I have not since 
been able to write him, owing to the nature and urgency 
of my duties; having really and inadvertently lost lately 
a private opportunity to Madrid. I beg to refer you for 
other details to Major Hunt, who is a very worthy, well 
informed man ; I presume well known to yoii. Mrs. 
Monroe and our daughter desire their best regards to 
Mrs. Bowdoin & Miss Winthrop, to which be so good as 
to add mine to the ladles and to Mr. Sullivan. I hope to 
hear from you by Major Hunt, and as often by other op- 
portunities as safe ones offer. I sincerely wish you health 
and at a suitable time a safe return to our country, where 
I hope we shall have the pleasure of meeting again. I am, 
dear Sir, with great regard, 

Very truly & sincerely yrs. 

Jas. Monroe. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. EUVING. 

Paris, Jan. 25th, 1807. 
G. W. Ervibo, Esq". 

Mr D" Sir, — I wrote to you on y" 20th ins', since w*^ 
I have reC* your favor of y° 10th, & notice with pleasure 
yr. intention of going to Aranjuez & I hope you may be 
able to ascertain y* enquiry I requested ah* land. With 
respect to y* imperial decree it appears as yet to have pro- 
duced no effect in Eng]^, on y* contrary all our vessels w'''' 
have been visited by y" British ships upon this coast have 
been treated with y* greatest respect, & y* present min- 
isterial papers are laying claim to popularity in Engl* 
grounded upon their honest & friendly disposition to 
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wards y' American commerce, w"' their opponents say 
they had the intention of plundering & bringing on a 
war. A treaty has been undoiibtedly made, and I sin- 
cerely hope that it may not prove an injurious one like 
y" last, & that our carrying trade has not been sacrificed 
in any material point; but I have my fears from y' 
manner in w""" M"" M. wrote me upon y* subject, I per- 
fectly agree with you, that y* present is y* moment for 
pushing them to concede equitable terms, especially aa 
such terms must prove essentially for the permanent in- 
terest of both countries. The administration, alth6 I by 
no means think it calculated for war, was fortunate in 
passing y" recriminating act, which in spite of all y 
odium w"" has been thrown upon it has turned out a 
politic one, not that it promised an efficient operation, 
except as it served to shew that y" U. S. W* not longer 
bear with further depredations up9n their commerce, 
without taking y* hazard, of an open rupture ; our af- 
fairs settled with England, y* U. S. will be more at lei- 
sure & may with y* more safety recriminate upon Spain 
her perfidious conduct & punish her if she persists in a 
way which may strike at y" last remnant of her respect- 
ability as a nation, altho I think y" U. S. will not pro- 
ceed further for y' present than probably to take y" 
Floridas & perhaps to place y" boundaries of Louisiana 
in y' Kio del Norte, This measure must probably re- 
sult from y" present posture of our affairs, unless timely 
prevented by negociation here or in America. Is — do 
with others is dabbling in corruption, & y" attempt in- 
stead of money they intend to try in land, but while I 
am here they will find it difficult to execute their pro- 
ject; dont, I pray you, fail making very critical enqui- 
ries upon y' subject agreably to my former requests. 
Grants of land may be antedated, they may be made 
in y" name of some Frenchman or Spaniard or of some 
company ; you must endeavour to acertain if any large 
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tract or tracts have been granted within y" Floridas or 
Louisiana, to whom, & if possible to procure a copy of 
y* grant or grants, and when & where made ; if there is 
none made, whether there is any applied for, Ac", &e'. 

I rec^ yr. letter & y' Presid" message to Congress about 
y* same time ; in respect to' y* latter, I w^ observe, that 
altho I admire y' general cast of y' Presid*'' policy & 
y" prevailing disposition of his administration, breathing 
peace in y* love of it, courting it by y* most mild & im- 
' pressive langiiage'& drawing y' most lively pictures of its 
consequences, in the reduction of taxes & in y° application 
of y" surplus revenue in public works instead of defensive 
armaments, and altho these agreable reflections belong to 
him as a man, a philosopher & a philanthropist & shew y' 
pure & benign motives of his heart, yet it is a question of 
much doubt, considering y" nature of man, y' human pas- 
sions, & y" actuating principles of nations, whether these 
pleasing pictures can be realised and whether a policy of 
this sort is safe & one in w"" we ought under existing 
circumstances to confide. I confess, between ourselves, I 
have no confidence in them. When I consider the extent 
of our commerce and its vast importance to afford na- 
tional wealth and protection, that it includes all the ac- 
tive capital of our country for the improvem' of our soil 
& for y° establishm* of arts & manufactures, as well as for 
the general protection of our country, I am struck with 
astonishm* when I hear members of Congress saying to y' 
world, & openly avowing the sentiment, that our com- 
merce is of no consequence, that it does not merit pro- 
tection, that merch** were a distinct order in y' state, 
that we had no need of them, that they should manage 
& protect their own commerce, &c'. If this is to be y' 
policy, I fear we shall soon be taught y' frightful con- 
sequences of its destruction, & instead of dating a pro- 
gressive & uninterrupted improvem' from y' close of 
our revolutionary war, we shall like y' nations w'" have 
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preceeded have occasion to draw council from our mis- 
takes instead of lessons of advice from y" misfortunes & 
experience of other -nations. If you have an influence 
with y" Presid', if he, by knowing you personally, has 
a confidence in your political opinions, I beg you would 
endeavour to state to him y" dangers of such sentim** as 
are avowed by y' principal gentlemen who support his 
administration. I have no time to copy my letter, & you 
must take it as you find it, with all its defects. My fam- 
ily desire to be remembered to you. 

Believe me always, with great regard, yours. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERTING. 
Geo. W" Ervikg, Esq". 

Mt d" Sir, — I have just rec* yr. letter of y' 21st ult', 
& altho J have but a moment to write by this day's post, 
I notwithstanding will explain to you what I meant by a 
grant of land. I understand that all grants of lands to 
individuals, whether made by a Spanish gov'', minister 
or other person having authority therefor, must be con- 
firmed by the king & must be recorded at Madrid. I 
conclude therefore that if the gov'' of y* Floridas, or of 
Louisiana before it was, ceded to y° French gov', had have 
made any grant or grants of the territory, or if a Spanish 
gov"' sh'* undertake to make a grant of land within the 
limits of y' land now claimed by the IT. S. under the 
pretence that it might be within the limits of one of 
y* Spanish colonies, that all such grants must be con- 
firmed by y* king & recorded at Madrid ; my request to 
you as contained in my letter of y' 31st of Dec. was that 
you iv' cause the records to be examined to know if there 
had been any late grants made or confirmed within the 
Spanish claims to Louisiana or within either of the Flori- 
das ; or if there were no such grants, whether there had 
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been any application made for such, or there was on foot 
a project for the sale or purchase of a large tract of land 
within the limits of Louisiana or of either of the Floridas ? 
My request was gronnded upon an information W*" had 
been lodged with me that such a project was on foot, & 
if there was such a one I wished to be apprized of it & 
that y* gov' sh'' be also, for fear that Yrujo might pro- 
ceed to treat at Washington & conclude a treaty which 
by confirming all grants made by the King of Spain in- 
discriminately might render an essential injury to y° U. S. 
& deprive our gov* of one of the principal means it might 
expect for an indemnification of y^ purchase money. That 
such a project has been on foot I know ; & T have a decla- 
ration from a man here who pretends to say that one of 
y' persons concerned actually entrusted the secret to him, 
& that he was to have been employed in executing some 
part of y" plan. The papers here have transcribed what 
they call news from Boston, in w'* it is s"* that our differ- 
ences with Spain are upon y° eve of an amicable adjustra', 
I confess I did not know how to refuse all credit to y" par- 
agraphs, notwithstanding I have a short letter from M' 
Madison dated y*' 2^ Dec. enclosing y° Presid'^ mess", un- 
til yr. letter acquaints me that y" Marq^ Yrujo has had no 
new powers. I hope, my d' Sir, you will take care to ap- 
prize me of every scheme of speculation w"*" may be carry- 
ing on at Madrid with a view of transferring any part of 
y= contested territory from y' U. S. I sh^ be sorry to be 
made y^ dupe of any speculating scheme, or not to give 
due notice to y" gov' in case any such sh^ he attempted. 
I do not wish to sound an alarm without occasion, & it 
is on this acc° I have written to you making the enquiries 
w""" I have. My family desire to be remembered to you. 
Believe me always with great regard, yours, &c". 
Feb. 3d, 1807. 

P. S. I do not precisely understand what you mean when 
you say that p' visUing \_Pa\ris is now out of y^ question. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORUE W. EEVING. 
G. W" Erving, Esq* . 

My d" Sir, — I rec'^ your fav' of y" 18th ult" y' last 
evening, & I am glad to find that you understand what 
I wish to be investigated. The principles on w*^" grants 
of land within y' Floridas or Louisiana have been made, 
& y' ordonnances of y*' Spanish gov' relating thereto, would 
prove a very valuable acquisition to our gov' to prevent 
y^ confirmation of fraudulent grants, especially sh^ the 
Floridas be obtained, whether by conquest or purchase. 

With respect to grants within Louisiana, w"'' did not 
actually become a Spanish colony until 1769, Don O'Riley, 
the first gov' of it, regulated the number of acres in the 
ratio of y' number of slaves, horses, cattle, &c' ; whether 
a man was single or married ? if the first was 25 y" of age, 
had settled, enclosed & cultivated a given number of acres 
for three yrs., he was entitled to a grant of 200 acres ; if 
the latter, & he had settled & improved as above, he was 
entitled to a grant of 200 acres for himself, 100 for his 
wife, 50 acres for each child, & 25 acres for each slave, pro- 
vided y" whole should not exceed 800 acres. There were 
other conditions of settlem*, such as malting bridges, clear- 
ing roads, &c". The requisite formalities were, that y' 
settler on taking up a tract sh^ give notice of it to y* com- 
mand' of y' post within w""" y' land might lie, who when 
y^ conditions of settlem* were performed gave a certificate 
to be presented to y" intendant of y" land ofiice at New 
Orleans, when y* gov' thereupon issued a patent : a prof- 
fessional man or a mechanic was entitled to a grant 
regulated as above without being required to fulfill the 
conditions of settlem*. All other grants were required, 
as I understand, to be under y*' sign manual of y' King. 
I mention these circumstances, w"*" I have aceidently ob- 
tained, not vouching for their correctness, that you may 
me whether there are considerable grants w'^^ have been 
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obtained in anj other way ? where and on what consider- 
ations they have been made ? & whether any considerable 
portion of y" country has been alienated by y^ Spanish 
gov' ? & if any, what ? 

With respect to y* speculators upon our affairs, their 
first project was money to be obtained thro y' sale of our 
public stocks. Defeated in this, as I apprehend they are, 
they attempt a speculation upon y° lands, & y° Prince's 
spy here, said by 1501 to be fully empowered to negociate 
&c% is quite well disposed, & has been maneuvring in a 
variety of ways to obtain a profitable job ! whilst y'' Prince 
himself thro Yrujo has been plotting other schemes to 
replace Louisiana in y* hands of Spain. These plots 
being discovered will probably bring our affairs to an im- 
mediate crisis.' If you can ascertain any thing respecting 
a sale or grant of lands to individuals within y" Floridas 
or Louisiana w'* has been lately made, or it may be ante- 
dated, you may depend that it has reference to these 
schemes to be resorted to in case Trujo's plots sh'* not 
succeed. I hope you will leave nothing unessayed to 
procure y" information, 1501 said in company a day or 
two since, that he expects to return home y^ present sum- 
mer ! that he intends to travel, &c". This augurs well, & 

looks very much like a ! for ray own part I wish t 

had got leave to retire. I have strongly expressed y' wish 
to y" Presid', but have rec'^ no reply ; nothing however 
shall detain me beyond y" adjustm* of y" Spanish business, 
Sh^ you have papers of bulk or consequence to send, W 
Merrieult is a confidential man & will take charge of 
them. I wish however you w'* give me notice in such 
case of their contents, as it will be some time before 
he will return to Paris. 

With respect to news from y* U, S. we have many 
rumours, but as yet nothing certain. From Poland y* 
Emperor's ultimate success becomes daily more & more 
problematical ; y" last affairs have been bloody beyond 
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example ; both parties claim y' victory ; but if a victory 
on y' side of France, two or three more such will place y' 
French army in a very critical situation. The tune, you 
may be assured, is very much changed ! I beg that you 
will acquaint me with any information you may procure 
on y* subject of this letter, & with any intelligence you 
may have from y" U. S. My family desire to be very 
particularly remembered to you. Believe me always, 
with great regard, very sincerely yours. 

March 5th, 1307. 



THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JAMES BOWDOITJ, 

Washington, Ap. 2, 1807. 

Dear Sie, — I wrote you on the 10"' of July last, but 
neither your letter of Oct. 20 nor that of Nov. 15 men- 
tioning the receipt of it, I fear it has miscarried. I there- 
fore now inclose a duplicate. As that was to go under 
cover of the Secretary of State's dispatches by any vessel 
going from our distant ports, I retained the polygraph 
therein mentioned for a safer conveyance. None such 
has occurred till now that the TJ. S. armed brig the 
Wasp, on her way to the Mediterranean, is to touch at 
Falmouth with dispatches for our ministers at London, 
& at Brest with others for yourself and Gen' Armstrong. 
I shall deliver the polygraph to the commander of the 
brig to be forwarded to you with this letter. You will 
find it a most invaluable secretary, doing its work with 
correctness, facility, & secrecy. I repeat my request of 
your acceptance of it as a mark of my esteem & respect. 

You heard in due time from London of the signature 
of a treaty there between Great Britain and the United 
States. By a letter we received in January from our 
ministers at London, we found they were making up their 
minds to sign a treaty in which no provision was made 
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against the impressment of our seamen, contenting them- 
selves with a note received in the course of their corre- 
spondence from the British negociators, assuring them of 
the discretion with which impressments should be con- 
ducted, which could be construed into a covenant only by- 
inferences, against which its omission in the treaty was a 
strong inference, and its terms totally unsatisfactory. By 
a letter of Feb. 3 they were immediately informed that no 
treaty not containing a satisfactory article on that head 
could be ratified & desiring them to resnme the negoeia- 
tions on that point, the treaty having come to us actually 
in the inadmissible shape apprehended, we of course hold 
it up until we know the result of the instructions of Feb. 3. 
I have but little expectation that the British government 
will retire from their habitual wrongs in the impressment 
of our seamen, & a certainty that without that we will 
never tie up our hands by treaty from the right of passing 
a non importation or non intercourse act to make it her 
interest to become just; this may bring on a war of com- 
mercial restrictions. To shew however the sincerity of 
our desire for consiliation I have suspended the non im- 
portation act. This state of things should he understood 
at Paris & every effort used on your part to accommodate 
our differences with Spain, under the auspices of France, 
with whom it is all important that we should stand on 
terms of the strictest cordiality. In fact, we are to depend 
on her & Russia for the establishment of neutral rights by 
the treaty of peace, among which should be that of taking 
no persons by a belligerent out of a neutral ship, unless 
they be the soldiers of an enemy. Never did a nation act 
towards another with more perfidy k injustice than Spain 
has constantly practised against us ; & if we have kept onr 
hands off of her till now, it has been purely out of respect 
to France and from the value we set on the friendship of 
France, We expect therefore from the friendship of the 
Emperor that he will either compel Spain to do us justice, 
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or abandon her to us. We ask but one month to be in 
possession of the city of Mexico. No better proof of the 
good faith of the U. S. could have been given, than the 
vigour with which we have acted, & the expense incurred 
in suppressing the enterprize meditated lately by Burr 
against Mexico. AUho' at first he proposed a separa- 
tion of the Western country and on that ground received 
encouragement and aid from Yrujo according to the usual 
spirit of his government towards us, yet he very early 
saw that the fidelity of tlie Western country was not to 
be shaken, and turned himself wholly towards Mexico, & 
so popular is an enterprize on that country in this, that 
we had only to lie stili, & he would have had followers 
enough to have been in the city of Mexico in six weeks. 
You have doubtless seen my several messages to Congress 
which gave a faithful narrative of that conspiracy. Burr 
himself, after being disarmed by our endeavors of all his 
followers, escaped from the custody of the court of Mis- 
sisipi, but was taken near Fort Stoddert, making his way 
to Mobile, by some country people, who brought him on 
as a prisoner to Richmond, where he is now under a 
course for trial. Hitherto we have believed oiir law to 
be that suspicion on probable grounds was sufficient cause 
to commit a person for trial, allowing time to collect wit- 
nesses till the trial ; but the Judges here have decided 
that conclusive evidence of guilt must be ready in the 
moment of arrest or they will discharge the malefactor. 
If this is still insisted on Burr will be discharged, be- 
cause his crimes having been sown from Maine thro' 
the whole line of the western waters to N. Orleans, we 
cannot bring the witnesses here under four months. The 
fact is that the federalists make Burr's cause their own, & 
exert their whole influence to shield him from punish- 
ment, as they did the adherents of Miranda, and it is 
unfortunate that federalism is still predominant in our 
judiciary department, which is consequently in opposi- 
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tion to the legislative & executive branches, and is ahle 
to baffle their measures often. Accept my friendly salu- 
tations & assurances of great esteem and respect. 

Th; Jefferson. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEOEGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Erting, EsQ^ 

My dear Sir, — Ab' a week since T rec* your favour of 
y* 5th of Mar. & I sh^ have sooner replied to it, had I 
have had anything of importance to say ; but being op- 
pressed with writing and not very well k in hopes of 
having something to communicate from y" gov* or at least 
from y* tJ. S. I defered it. But of late we have had no 
arrivals & I have seen no papers later than y* 8'" of Jan. 
Your letters of y" 22 Dec. & of y" 3d of Jan. were duly 
rec? If you wrote me on y" oth it has been miscarried. 

Tr. obliging letter of y" 21st iilt" I rec* y^ last evening, 
& I am glad to see your reply to M'' Cevallos'a note. I am 
desireous to know what assurances he has given you that 
j" order in question will not reach the vessells of y^ U. S. 
bound to England, & that it is not a virtual or an open & 
declared violation & repeal of y* treaty with y' U. S. Gen' 
Armsti-ong, I understand, rec'* assurances from this gov', 
that j' French decree was not intended to molest Ameri- 
can vessels bound to Engl^, only to prevent them from 
coming from Engl^ to France with a view of exbluding 
the sale of English manufactures in France. This expla- 
nation however has not been publickly given. I believe 
I sliall write him a few lines to ascertain what passed be- 
tween hhn & y*^ Minister of the Marine upon this subject. 
The Spanish gov* cannot think of giving a construction 
to y* decree, w"*" the French themselves do not. I hope 
however that y* measures of our gov* will shew to Spain 
the necessity of becoming more circumspect in her con- 
duct than she has lately shown herself towards y* U. S. 
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By late ace** irom Engl^ new changes are taking place ; 
the late ministry are put down, and it is s'* that y* Dke. of 
Portland is to be prime minister, Dke. of Rutland L^ L' of 
Ireland. L'*' Eldon, Hawkesbor", &c', Geo Kose, M' Perci- 
val & others are to form y^ administration. What these 
vacillations will end in it is impossible to say ; they can 
answer no good purpose, but must have a tendency to 
confusion & to weaken their efforts in y' present contest. 
The Emperor must see these divisions with pleasure, when 
his situation has become by all ace'* quite embarrassing. 
It has arisen from y' ill-judged measure of carrying on a 
winter's campaign in a climate better suited to y' troops 
of his enemies than his own. But as his military talents 
are transcendant he will probably rise superior to y diffi- 
culties w'^'' surround him. In w^'xase you may be assured 
he will not forget the plottings ag*" him at Madrid, now 
made certain by what has been esposed in Sir Home Pop- 
ham's trial. How y^ Prince will be able to make his peace I 
know not. I wish you w'^ let me know if M' M. has been as 
inattentive in writing to you as he has been to me. If he 
has written pray let me know y" general contents of his 
letters ; pray continue to investigate y'' subject of my late 
letters. My family desire to be remembered to you. 

Believe me always, with great regard, very respectfully 
yours. 

April 4th, 1807. 

JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
Geo. W. Erving, Esq". 

Mt deae Sir, — I wrote to you on y^ 4th & 6th in- 
stant; y* latter enclosed important letters from the Min- 
ister of Marine, M. Deere, to Gen' Armstrong. The last 
evening I rec** yr. obliging letter of y* 6th ins* with its 
enclosure, for w"*" I thank you & also for the intelligence 
of y' ratification of y* British treaty. I ought to ac- 
qxiaint you that it has not been ratified by y^ British gov', 
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but is to be returned for that purpose. M' Monroe, I un- 
derstand, waits for it ; but whether j" late changes in y" 
ministry are favourable to y* ratification or will throw im- 
pediments in y* way of it is somewhat doubtful. With 
respect to your letters, I believe by recurring to those I 
have written to you, you will find that they have been 
regularly acknowledged. We are daily expecting intelli- 
gence from the gov'; but as yet we know not what line 
of conduct will be adopted towards Spain. Some appear- 
ances indicate decision & measures of an unequivocal 
nature, but the President's message of y° 16th of Jan. 
relative to Col" Burr's conspiracy seems to have a con- 
trary appearance ; there was certainly a very considerable 
force collected at New Orleans in Jan. last & such a one 
as Col" Burr's attempts could not authorize ; & by letters 
rec* from New Orleans written y^ middle of Jan% many 
people without any authority supposed that from y" force 
collected, active measures against one or both y" Floridas 
were intended ; but all is conjecture upon this subject. If 
you receive anything w"*" may serve to explain it I hope 
you will give me y" earliest notice of it, as I shall take care 
to do on my part as soon as I receive any thing w'** may 
be depended on. Dont fail to keep in mind the land pro- 
ject of w"'' I have so frequently written you, 

M" B., Miss W., Sc W S. desire to be remembered to 
you ; y* latter setts out for Switzerland in two or three 
days; he expects to be absent a month. 

Believe me always, with very great regard, 

My dear Sir, yours, &c'. 
Paris, April 18th, 1807. 



HBNRY DEARBORN TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Washi?jgton, April 24'^ 1807. 

Dear Sir, — By the U. S. ship Wasp I imbrace the 
opportunity of congratulating you on the Republican 
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triumph in tlie Massachusetts election ; there is no re- 
maining doubt of a vei'y handsome majority on the side 
of true principles. The treaty negotiated in London by 
our ministers is not as satisfactory as had been hoped and 
expected; farther amicable negotiations will be proposed, 
but the late change said to have taken place in the 
British administration may render ultimate success doubt- 
ful!.. As we ask for nothing but good neighborhood and 
fair dealing, with sound and equal reciprosity, we ought 
to expect no serious objections on the part of Great 
Britain, but notwithstanding the importance of our trade 
with them at present, and its regular & constant increase, 
it would seem that remaining prejudice and national 
jealousies on the score of our rapid increase of strength 
and commerce absorbs all other considerations, and crowds 
the real interest of the nation as well as all regard to 
justice quite out of sight; as to justice, unless compeled 
by immediate danger or some other sinister motive, the 
old nations of the world appear not to consider it as 
a constituent part of their political or national creed, we 
have therefore nothing to expect from that quarter in 
any of our negotiations, except with the Indians of this 
country. 

It does not appear that any progress has been made in 
relation to our affairs with Spain, nothing, I presume, will 
be done without the direct aid of Nepolion, and he ap- 
pears to have so many other objects of importance to 
attend to as to render it very doubtfuU whether he will 
find sufficient leisure for some time to come to decide on 
what Spain shall do ; if we could be allowed to settle the 
business with Spain without any interference of France, 
we would very soon put an end to the negotiations, and 
altho peace is the general wish of our country there 
would be very little reluctance to a brush with Spain, we 
could in a very short time dispossess his Catholic Majesty 
of all his possessions north of the southern extremity of 
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the Isthmus of Darien. We do not covet their territories 
or their mines, but they are certainly in our power, as 
much so as the British provinces of Canada, Novascotia, 
& New Brunswick are. I hope any coolness which may 
have existed between yourself & Gen' A. ha^ disappeared ; 
you both owe to yourselves, as well as to your country, 
every effort in your power to support the most harmo- 
nious and confidential intercourse, no opinnions can be 
formed here as to which side the apparent want of har- 
mony is imputable ; it is a subject of much regret and 
may have an unfortunate effect. 

Please to request M" Bowdoin to accept the tender of 
my best respects, while you accept assurances of my high- 
est esteem and best wishes for your health & happiness. 

H. Dearborn. 

Hon'- James Bowdoin. 

P. S. From some observations in one of your letters 
to the Secretary of State, it was conjectured that you had 
imbraced some part of J. Randolph's creed, viz., that 
Great Britain is fighting the battles of the world, and 
that she is the only remaining barrier against general 
despotism ; the federalists ail adhere to that creed. If 
the U. S. are to rely on the exartions of Britain for the 
preservation of civil liberty, then we are wretched indeed. 
I had presumed that the more the Emperor of France 
extended his dominion in Europe, the less leisure he 
would have for distant objects, that it would require an 
immense military force as well as all his vigilance to hold 
with security the dominions he probably contemplates 
reducing to his control. If he had confined his views in 
Europe to the limits of Prance as settled by the revolu- 
tion, and had formed such friendly arrangements with hi,? 
neighbors as would have secured the tranquility of his 
dominions at home & abroad, we might have had some 
cause of fear, either from his ambition, his disapprobation 
of our sistem of government, or from a combination with 
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England, to endeavor to divide the U. S. between them. 
But, whether from necessity on the score of self preserva- 
tion, or from inordinate ambition, or a combination of 
both, I will not undertake to deside, he appears to have 
as much business on hand as will probably occupy hia 
attention for several years at least. A herd of wolves 
would not, I presume, be considered as a very safe or 
even necessary barrier to a flock of sheep augainst a lion, 
especially if the lion had plenty of other prey within his 
more immediate reach. The wolves in such a case might 
with great rage make war on the lion, not merely because 
he was a lion, but because he was their rival in the busi- 
ness of devouring all other animals fit for food. 

H. D. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. EEVIJTG. 
G. W. ERVtNG, Esq,". 

My dear Sik, — My letter of y" 5th of March acknowl- 
edges yours of y* 18th of Feb., since w""" my letters of y' 
6th & ICth of April remain unacknowledged ; & I have 
rec'* yours of y' 5th & 21st of Mar. & of y* 6th, 8th, & 
16th of April. I thank you for the copies of y" Presi- 
dent's message of y" 19th of Feb., M"' Lear's circular letter 
of y^ 1" of March, & of your correspondance with y" Span- 
ish ministers. The Minister of Marine's notes to General 
Armstrong & y*' judgement of y^ O' of Prizes w^*" I for- 
warded to you, to w*^^ I might add if wanted some farther 
■judgem'^ of y' same court, shew in y* clearest manner that 
this gov' does not mean to interrupt our commerce direct 
to & from y^ British islands or to or from y* British colo- 
nies, or in any case except when proceeding direct from 
the British European or colonial ports to the ports of 
Prance or of her allies. Grounded upon the documents 
forwarded, I think you ought to require that y* explana- 
tion of y' French decree sh** be rnade as public as y' order 
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w"^ adopts it ; for by y^ unlimited maiiner in w"'' y* Span- 
ish order is expressed the vessels & merchandizes bound 
to y" ports of EngP or its islands are made liable to 
confiscation, contrary to the intention of y* French gov'. 
This circumstance calls for the explanation w""" sh^ be 
made public for the benefit as well of Spanish subjects as 
American citizens. The news you gave me concerning 
y' acceptance of y" British treaty turns out to be incor- 
rect ; and it is now a question here what is y* state of 
' y' treaty? A New York paper of y*' 10th of Mar. says, 
that y* Presid' wa.s determined to send it back without 
laying it before j' Senate, owing to an exceptionable 
article concerning y" French decree ; whilst there are 
private letters w"*" say, it will be certainly ratified. My 
opinion is, however, that y^ middle path will be taken, and 
that it will be again submitted to the British governm' 
with amendments. 

The administration must be greatly embarrassed from 
its system so purely pacific, and what consequences will 
not result from y*' want of decision & principle it is diffi- 
cult to say. Had y* administration not been intangled 
with inofficial propositions & cajoled by a set of schemers 
here it might have triumphed every where, but appear- 
ances augur nothing favourable and y* marks of a weak, 
inefficient system are everywhere exhibited; — distracted 
& divided at home, respected by no foreign power but 
hated by all ! unsettled questions with both Spain & Eng- 
land, with motive enough for France to embark her 
ambitious intrigues in our political concerns, cannot afford 
a pleasant perspective to a man at y' close of his political 
life, sat verbiim. I wish him well, but he has bad ad- 
visers ! My [torn] intention is at all hazards to retire. 
What is here sugge[sted] is confidential. 

My family desire to he remembered to you. Believe 
me always, with great regard, yrs., &c* &c'. 
April 28th, 1807. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Erving, Ebqk. 

My d= SlE, — I wrote to you on y' 17th, 18th, & 28th 
ultimo, to w'^" please to be refered. I am now to acknowl- 
edge your favour of y" 22d, & to,acquaint you that we 
are not yet apprized of y' precise situation of our affairs 
with England ; we know not whether y*' Senate are called 
together to cpnsider y' treaty wDr that it is sent back by y° 
President. We have late intelligence that eleven sail of 
our ships have been lately carried into England for adju- 
dication. This gov' however receives y^ most favourable 
hopes from y' prospect of our quarrelling with Engl^ as 
they know it touches close upon her political existence ; 
but whether they will upon y* credit of these hopes yield 
to y" views of our gov', or whether if they have y" dispo- 
sition they have an adequate influence over y" Spanish 
councils is somewhat doubtful. Some circumstances indi- 
cate that Spain feels herself more independent in her sit- 
uation than she has been for some time past. To what 
terms can Spain be brot to concede y*' Floridas whilst we 
continue on the present system of disavowing all war & 
all preparation for it? Can this gov* induct her into our 
policy ag" one w""" she considers opposed to her interest ? 
This is a question on w"* I sh^ be glad of your opinion, and 
I wish you to be particular in stating it. I apprehend 
the moment is arrived which will call for your particular 
attention to ascertain y* views & policy of y" Spanish 
gov' towards y' U. S. and how far it is disposed to ,be 
acted upon by this gov'. 1501 & an Irishtnan by y" name 
of O'Mealy set out for "Warsaw on Sunday next; and he 
leaves another Irish refugee for his charg^ d'affaires. What 
he expects from this step, — whether he is invited to it by 
this gov' in consequence of y' situation of our affairs with 
EngP, or whether it is grounded on y' orders of our gov' 
or his own particular views, it is impossible to say ; he 
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has as yet given me no notice of his going nor shall I en- 
quire into his motives. His conduct to me continues as 
usual inexplicable, base & improper. 

I yesterday rec^ dispatches from M' M., dated on y* 20th 
of Jan.J in w"'' he encloses me his letter to you of y" same 
date; I herewith send you a copy. He says that both 
you & I have written him in cyphers of w"'' they have no 
copies; for my own part with y" exception of a few lines 
in one of my letters to yJ President, I have used no 
cyphers. Pray keep me informed of every movement 
w"" may taiie place from this to the Spanish gov* & let 
me know what is y" present situation & credit of Isquierdo. 
Dont forget to keep open an easy communication with 2/our 
old friend, you understand me, from whom you drew very 
important information at a critical period the last year. 

With respect to affairs in the North, y* Emperor I am 
convinced was never in a situation w""* called for so full a 
display of his talents as at this time. The Russians are 
in immense force ; Austria refuses supplies to y° French 
armies & is in great force. The military talents of y" 
Russians have been confessed since y" battle of Eylau, 
w'*' was not a victory but a drawn battle by y" confession 
of all respectable Frenchmen. The Russians retreated the 
night after y" battle in consequence of Marsh' Ney's join- 
ing with a fresh body of troops ; but y* Russians during 
y' battle did not lose an inch of ground, and without y* 
intervention of a bold charge from y* French cavalry 
under Prince Murat w'* have obtained a complete victory. 
I mention these circumstances only to shew you that 
things are brot to a very serious issue, & that y" dispute 
with Russia will not be settled in that prompt & ready 
manner in w*"" Austria was beaten out of y' coalition by 
y* treaty of Presburg, Adieu, dont fail writing me k 
keeping me informed of every transaction or occurrence. 

My family, with y" exception of M'^ Sullivan, who is 
gone to Switzerland, desire to be remembered to you. 
Paris, May 8•^ 1807. 



yGoogle 



1807.] J4MES MADISON. 6q6 

JAMES MADISON TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Department op State, May 25, 1807. 

SiK, — Your letter of Dec' 2^ came duly to hand. All 
of prior date, as appears by their successive references, 
were equally fortunate. The President has also received 
your two letters of Ocf 20 and Nov' 15. 

It is painful to find that the reserve and mistery which 
have so long enveloped our affairs with Spain still embar- 
rass the efforts to bring them to a proper state. The 
protracted delay is certainly not a little hazardous to the 
peace of the two nations, which has thus far been pre- 
served by the moderation of the United States in spite of 
the folly of the other party. The conduct of Spain is not 
easily explained. Several causes have probably united in 
producing her obstinate repugnance to meet our reason- 
able overtures ; perhaps the most powerful may have 
been a calculation that she would have in any event the 
support of one or other of the two great rivals of Europe, 
and that her dexterity would be able to connect her with 
whichever of them should ultimately be ascendant. It 
would seem impossible, however, that a crisis can be much 
longer procrastinated. The obstructions which are thrown 
in the way of the trade thro' the Mobille, and even of the 
use of the river by the government of the United States for 
public purposes, are kindling a flame which will not be very 
manageable. The last letter from M'^ Erving which was 
of March 14, communicated the Spanish decree co-operat- 
ing with that of Nov"" 21 by the French Emperor, which is 
in terms giving equal latitude with its prototype for dep- 
redations on our commerce, and which, if so executed, 
will add fuel to the flame. M' Erving promises that his 
next letter would not only give explanations_on that sub- 
ject, but have something to say as to our affairs generally 
with the Spanish government. 

The enterprize of Col" Burr has been stifled. I inclose 
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a printed statement of what passed on his examination 
before the Chief Justice, in which you will find an account 
of his arrest, the charges against him, and the opinion of 
the Judge. His trial was to commence on tlie 22*. It 
seems not to be doubted that he will be convicted of a 
misdemeanor, if not of treason. The effective measures 
taken to defeat an enterprize understood to be aimed at 
the Spanish possessions are a decisive proof of the good 
faith and honor which govern the Councils of the United 
States, and derive a peculiar lustre from their contrast 
with the intrigues and perfidy of Spain, Besides a series 
of these to be traced thro' a period of years, there is suf- 
ficient reason to believe that at the moment of our exer- 
tions to save Mexico from invasion and revolution 1362. 
518. 1417. 1364. 390. 956. 1193. 542. 66.* [Y sec 
xateing] with 685. 849. 509. 1651. [Burr on the] idea 
that the 1230. 1426. 390. 1201. 1651. 359. 1147. 509. 
[Plot was against y? Union] It deserves enquiry what 
agencies and intrigues represented the partnership 742. 
44. [at Madrid}. 

The treaty signed with the British commissioners in 
Dec' has not received the approbation of the President. 
An essential objection lay against its want of a provision 
against impressments. In some other respects, it was not 
satisfactory [tom] instructions go to our ministers by the 
Wasp sloop of war, which, on her way from England to 
the Mediterranean, is to touch at a French port to deliver 
this and other dispatches. The late change in the British 
administration, if the new one keeps on its legs, has an 
inauspicious aspect on our affairs with that government ; 
but it is so much the interest on that side, as well as this, 
to avoid extremities that something may be hoped from 
further discussions and explanations. 

• In deoiplierine tbtte figures Mr. Bowdoin omitted some o£ the words for which they 
were substituted; but the general senae ie sufficiently clear, — that Yrujo engai;ed in a 
eecret correspondence with Burr with the idea that the latter was engaged in a plot agaiaat 
the United Stales. See Mr. JeOersoa'a letter, ante, p. 373. — Eds. 



y Google 



1807] JOHN AKMSTRONG. 385 

Be pleased to accept a late statistical publication here, 
which gives some interesting views of our growing facul- 
ties ; and to be assured of the great esteem and respect 
with which I remain, Sir, 

Tour most ob" se'. 

James Madison. 

James Bowdoih, Esq. &c., &c., &c., Paris. 



JOHN ARMSTRONG TO THE PRINCE OF BENEVENTO.* 
Pabib, 12 June, 1807. 

Sir, — In the letter your Excellency did me the honor 
to write to me on the 30 of frimaire year 13 you were 
pleased to declare that "the French gov' acknowledges 
that it cannot be indifferent to discussions originating 
from a treaty by which France had ceded Louisiana to 
the United States, and that his Majesty had thought that 
an explanation, made with the good faith which charac- 
terises him, on the Eastern limit of the ceded territory, 
would bring to an end the differences to which this ces- 
sion had given place." 

This declaration could not but be precious to the 
United States, inasmuch as they saw in it a pledge that 
his Majesty's justice would not permit the limits of a ter- 
ritory ceded by him to become a cause of serious contro- 
versy between them and a third power. 

Nor was this confidence shaken by the explinations 
actually given by his Majesty in relation to this eastern 
boundary, since in these his Majesty has declared that all 
the rights acquired by Spain from France in the year 
1762 over this territory, had been retro-ceded to her in 
that of 1800; and that whatever these rights thug retro- 
ceded to France in the year 1800 had been, they were 

re prialed from copte* aeat to Ur, Bowdoio bj 
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yielded by her to the United States in that of 1803. 
Tour Excellency will permit me for the sake of greater 
perspicuity to employ the very words of this expliiiation, 
viz. " France, in ceding Louisiana to the United States, 
has passed to them all the rights she had acquired from 
Spain over this Colony. She was neither willing nor 
able to yield to them any others : and to leave no doubt 
in this respect, she has repeated in her treaty of the 10"" 
of Qoreal year 11, the litteral expressions of that of S' 
Udephonso by which she had, two years before acquired 
this colony. By this treaty of the year 9 it was stip- 
ulated, that the acquisition of Louisiana by France was a 
retro-cession ; — that is to say, that Spain rendered hack to 
France what she had received from her in 1762," 

This decision of his Majesty which can neither be mis- 
stated nor mistaken, reduces the controversy between the 
United States and Spain (on the subject of limits) to a 
single question, viz : What before the year 1762 was the 
western boundary of Louisiana? and on this question the 
United States appeal to the archives of the French Em- 
pire and to the good faith with which its chief will be 
pleased to have their evidence assembled and declared. 

His Majesty will not, 1 flatter, think the gov' of the 
union importunate on this subject ; he will remember 
that it is now upwards of four years since they be- 
came regularly seized of " an incontestible title to the 
domain and possession " of the territory known by the 
name of Louisiana; that this title has been derived to 
them directly from his Majesty himself; that they Iiave 
long since honorably discharged all the conditions which 
on their part attached to the transfer ; that unfortunately 
and as they believe without any error of theirs, this ces- 
sion has given rise to a controversy between them and his 
Catholic Majesty ; that they have repeatedly and zeal- 
ously sought by ordinary as well as extraordinary means 
to bring this controversy to an amicable termination, and 
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that among these and the last of them is the present 
appeal to his Majesty, as the mutual friend of the con- 
tending parties. It is quite impossible but that in some 
or all of these circumstances his Majesty will find not 
merely a sufficient justification of the urgent character of 
this application but a sufficient motive also for not longer 
differing the employment of his very just and powerful 
interposition. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to your 
Excellency the assurances of my very distinguished 
consideration. 

(Signed) John Armstrong. 

H, Ex. THE Pkincr of Bbnkvest. 



JOHN ARMSTRONG TO THE PRINCE OF BENETENTO. 
16 June, 1807, Paris. 

Sir, — If I have not, in the letters I have had the 
honor to adress to your Excellency on the 5*" of Febru- 
ary and 12^ instant, spoken of any point in discussion 
between the United States and Spain other than that of 
the western boundary of Louisiana, it has arisen alto- 
gether from the indisposition manifested by the ministers 
of his Catholic Majesty to bring this business to an ami- 
cable termination; and not because the government I 
have the honor to represent has contracted, or in any 
other way changed, their views in relation to a general 
settlement of difierenees. And as a new proof of this 
disposition on their part I am instructed to present -to 
your Excellency for his Majesty's inspection the terms 
which on those hypotheses the U. S. are willing to take 
as grounds of negociation t& arrangement with Spain. 
These hypotheses are ; — 

1" That Spain is unwilling to part with her rights (ter- 
ritorial or other) on the eastern side of the Missisippi : 



yCoogle 



388 TOE BOWDOIN" AND TEMPLE PAPERS. [1807. 

2" That Spain is willing to part with that portion only 
of her territory which may lye eastward of the Mis- 
sissipi and westward of the river S' Mark : and 

3° That Spain is willing to part with all tlie territory 
claimed by her on the eastern side of the Mississlpi. 

On the first hypothesis it is proposed that in con- 
formity to the opinion given by his Majesty the Emperor 
and King on the 30"' of frimaire year 13, the rivers Mia- 
sissipi and Ibberviile, and the lakes Maurepas and Pont- 
chatrain, be deemed and taken as the eastern limit of 
Louisiana ; and that the river Bravo (or Norte) (from its 
mouth to its source) and the mountains of Mexico to the 
60 degree of north latitude, be taken and established as 
the western limit of that territory, agreeably to the" act 
of the French King (dated at Fontainebleu the li"* of 
Sept., 1712) designating the limits and constituting the 
gov' of Louisiana, and agreeably also to the more recent 
declaration made by Monsieur Laussat, Commissary of 
France charged with the delivery of this territory to the 
United States under the treaty of 1803. 

On the 2°'' hypothesis it is proposed, that in proportion 
as Spain shall cede her rights between the rivers S* Mark 
and Mississipi to the United States, in the same propor- 
tion will the United States yield their pretensions on 
their western limit to Spain ; and if all the rights of 
Spain between the rivers aforesaid (S' Mark & Mississipi) 
be ceded to the United States, they (the United States) 
will not hesitate to yield to his Catholic Majesty all the 
country between the rivers Bravo and Collerado. 

On the 3'* hypothesis it is proposed, that for the entire 
cession of the Floridas (East & West) to the United 
States, they (the U. S.) will pay to Spain [blank'] millions 
of dollars and will take as their western boundary the 
Sabine river (from its mouth to its source) and a line 
which shall leave within the United States all streams 
and all countries watered by streams running directly or 
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indirectly into the river Mississipi ; or, the United States 
in consideration of the cession of the two Floridas as 
afforesaid will pay to Spain [blank'] millions of dollars and 
take as their western'boundary the river Collerado (from 
its mouth to its source) and the ridge or high-lands which 
divide the waters flowing into the rivers Mississipi and 
Missouri from those running into the river Bravo & the 
GulpU of Mexico. 

On either hypothesis, those citizens of the United 
States who were creditors of Spain before the year 1802, 
shall be paid by his Catholic Majesty, either in the mode 
pointed ont by the non-executed treaty of 1802, or by 
the United States (who shall in that case be credited to 
the amount payable by Spain out of the sum which shall 
be agreed upon as the price of the Floridas) or by Spain 
herself in bills drawn on her American colonies. 

All debts due by either government to the citizens of 
the other, and contracted since the date of the aforesaid 
non-executed treaty, shall be made the subject of future 
arrangement. 

I flatter myself that his Majesty will find in these terms 
not merely a disposition on the part of the United States 
to terminate this business amicably but to do it in a 
manner which cannot fail to promote the true interests 
of both nations. 

I pray your Excellency, &c. 

(Signed) John Armstrong. 

Hi8 Excellency thb Prince of Benevknt. 

Eitrait d'une lettre datee de Tilsit, 6 Juillet, 1807. 
"Je n'ai pas habituellement repondu aux lettrea que 
vous m'avez fait I'honneur de m'ecrire. Les mouvemens 
d'un voyage permettent moins de suivre une correspond- 
ance de tous les instans; mais les affaires dont votre 
Excellence m'a entretenu ne sont pas perdues de vue, et 
dans toutes les occasions j'en rends cotnpte k sa Majesty. 
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Elle voit avec plaisir que les discussions des Etats-Unis 
avec I'Espagne continueiit de se suivre par voie de n^go- 
ciation; et elle esp&re, d'apres I'esprit de conciliation qui 
aniine les deux puissances, que le bon voisinage du gou- 
■vernement f^d^ral et des possessions Espagnoies ne sera 
point alt^r^. 

" J'airhonneur, &". 

"(Sign^) Ch. M" Tailleeand 

Prince de Benevent." 

KoENisBBRG, 13 Juillet, 1807. 
S. E. M. G^ Armbtkoso. 

Monsieur, — J'ai regu les lettres que votre Excellence 
m'a fait I'honneur de m'adresser sous la date du 12 et 
du 16 Juin. 

Avant d'y r^pondre je m'empresse d'annoncer d'abord h. 
votre Excellence que la paix entre la France et la Russie 
a ete conclue le 7 de ce mois k Tilsit, et qu'elle a 6t^ con- 
clue le 9 entre la France et la Prusse. L'amitie qui unit 
la France et les Etats-Unis rae fait penser que votre gou- 
vernement en apprendra la nouvelle avec plaisir. 

Cette circonstance, qui m'a li^jk ramen^ de Tilsit ^ 
Koenisberg, me donne I'esp^rance d'etre bient&t a Paris 
et de reprendre avec plus de suite et d'efficacit^ qu'on ne 
pourrait le faire k de si longties distances, la correspond- 
ance relative aux affaires qui interessent les deux pays. 

Vous voulez bien. Monsieur, me donner communication 
des bases sur lesquelles votre gouvernement deslrerait 
terminer ses arrangemens avec I'Espagne. Le gouverne- 
ment FranQais ne peut qu'etre sensible K cette marque 
de confiance. II a vu avec plaisir cesser toutes les dis- 
cussions qui s'^taient ^lev^es sur les limites orientales de 
la Louisiane et jl espere que quoique les limites occi- 
dentales n'aient pas encore et6 arret^es entre I'Espagne 
et les Etats-Unis, cette indecision, que des commissaires 
nomm^s de part et d'autre pourrait faire cesser nuira 
d'autant moins K la bonne intelligence des deux pays 



y Google 



1807.] JOHN ARMSTRONG. 391 

qu'il parait que les territoires oh peut etre trac^e cette 
ligne de demarcation soiit peu peiiples, peu cultiv^s, et 
renferment k peine quelques ^tablissemens Europ^ens. 

La France, pendant une possession de quatre vingts 
ans, n'avait eu aucune discussion grave avec TEspagne 
sur les limites occidentales de la Louisiane. La m§me 
question ne peut point devenir plus orageuse entre les 
Etats-TJnis et TEspagne, que je crois ^galement animus 
de vues de conciliation, et qui ayant noram^ des pl^nipo- 
tentiaires h. Madrid, pour 1' entendre sur tous les points, 
ont t^molgn^ par cette mesure qu'ils d^siraient ne proc^- 
der que par des voies amicales, 

Sa Majest^ I'Empereur toujours dispos^e k n'approuver 
que des mesures conciliantes, et Sr blltmer toute disposition 
qui y aerait contraire, desire que le r^sultat des n^gocia- 
tions commenc^es ^ Madrid tende ?i affermir chaque jour 
davantage le bon voisinage des Etats-Unis et des posses- 
sions de sa Majesty Catholique. 

Agr^ez, Monsieur, les assurances de ma haute con- 
sideration. 

(Sign^) Ch. Maur. Tallerand, 

Prince de B^n^vent. 

S. E. M. IB Geh>^ Ahmstrong. 



JOHN ARMSTRONG TO THE PRINCE OP BENEVENTO. 

The French copy of thia letter 
waa inserted by mistake.* 

Pabis, 8 AoUt, 1807. 

Monsieur, — II paraitrait, d'apres les lettres que votre 
Excellence m'a fait I'honneur de m'adresser le 6 et le ,13 
du mois d^'', que sa Majest^ I'Empereur, croyant qu'une 
n^gociation ^tait actuellement ouverte h Madrid entre les 
Etats-Unis d'Am^rique et I'Espagne n'avait pas jug^ 
convenable de donner ces explications par rapport aux 

■ Uorgiuol note bj Generiil Aimetiong. — Edb. 
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bornes occidentales de la Louisiane que, dans mes lettres 
du 5 de F^vrjer et du 16 Jnin derniers, je m'^tais fait un 
point de solliciter, et que je presume, on aurait donn^ea 
sans cette circonstance. Je me hate done d"assiirer & 
votre Excellence qu'il n'existe a present aucune negocia- 
tion entre les Etats-Unis et sa Majesty Catholique : qu'en 
aucun tems, depuis la date du trait^ non-execut^ de 1802, 
I'Espagne n'a d^couvert aucune envie serleitse de traiter ; 
que, pendant la n^gociation de 1804 et 1805, non seule- 
ment elle rejetta les ouvertures faites par les ministres 
Ani^ricains, raais quelle refusa d'y substituer aucuna 
termes a son propre clioix ; qu'il s'est ^couM plus de 
douze mois depuis qu'elle a eu connaisance d'une seconde 
mission extraordinaire du metne lieu, et des conditions 
d'apres les qu'elles on pouvait ajnster cette controverse 
que cette nouvelle d-marche faite dans dea vues paci- 
fiques avait ete sulvie de cot^ de I'Espagne de mesures 
extraordinaires ; en Am^rique on a viol^ son territoire, et 
en Europe elle avait, par une nomination d'un genre nou- 
veau et illusoire, fait un plenipotentiaire sans pouvoirs ; 
en un mot, que le pass^ et le present confirment dan.s 
I'opinion, que les moyens employes, recemment par les 
Etats-Unis pour terminer k I'amiable cette controverse 
ont, ainsi que ceux adopt^s avant, manqu^ leur but. 

C'etait cet ^tat de ehoses qui fit desirer et rendait 
comme n&essaire aux Etats-Unis de reclamer aupres de 
sa Majesty I'Empereur, une explication par rapport aux 
limites occidentales de la Louisiane. N'esp^rant plus 
rien de la justice de I'Espagne, et s'appercevant qu'il 
€tait possible que sa Majeste Imperiale refus§,t de faire 
mettre beaucoup d'activit^ dans son entremise, ou de la 
faire suivre d'un plein effet, il leur fallut pour atteindre It 
leur but prendre des moyens d'un ordre different, et tels 
qu'ils ne les dussent qu'il eux seuls. Ces moyens ne 
manquaient pas : mais avant d'y avoir recours, le gou- 
vernement de I'Union, voulant en ch^rissant la justice, 
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^viter d' avoir des torts, crutqu'il ^tait de son devoir d'en 
appeler aux archives de I'Empire pour se procurer un 
titre official des Umites occidentales de la Louisiane telle 
quelle avait ^te c^d^e par la France h I'Espagne en 
I'annee 1'762, et h la franchise de sa Majesty Imperiale et 
Royale pour en obtenir une communication de ce titre. 

Je prie done votre Excellence, qu'elle ait la bont^ de 
mettre ce nouvel expos6 des vues et des desirs de I'Union 
devant sa Majesty, et de lui exprimer leur confiance en- 
tiere, que si pour quelques raisons, elle ne jugeait pas h 
propos d'interposer les bons offices de iiiani&re k faire ter- 
miner h, I'araiable cea differends, elle condescendra du 
moins & ceder k leurs instances, et a leur faire donner 
communication des archives de France en ce qui con- 
cerne les limites d'uu territoire qui ne leur a pas simple- 
ment ^t^ c^d^ par sa Majesty, mais qui leur a 4^t6 c^d^ 
comme " une forte preuve de I'amlti^ de sa Majesty." 

Votre Excellence me permettra de lui offiir les nou- 
velles assurances de ma tres haute consideration. 

(Signg) John Abmstrong. 



Note. No answer to this letter has yet been received. 



JAMES BOWDOra TO GEORGE W. EEVIHG. 
Geo. W" Brving, Esq". 

My dear Sir, — I wrote to you on y' 31st of May, 
since w""" I have rec^ your favour of y* 20th of y* same 
month. Owing to many causes physical & political, I 
have been quite unwell ; but I have got somewhat better, 
w""" enables me to say that I do not altogther agree with 
you in y' propriety of y* desultory measures w** have 
been pursued. "With respect to Gen. A. he did not pro- 
ceed to y* imperial head quarters as was expected ; it is 
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said that when he applied for a pass-port to go it was 
refused; so that nothing has, is, or is Hkely to be done; 
and it is now probable that peace will take place & leave 
open & unadjusted our disputes with Spain as well as 
with Engl^ ; but I will not enter upon y' subject of y" 
consequences w""" may be expected from y' establishment 
of a general peace at this time. 

M' Dorr of Boston this day br&t me letters from M' 
Monroe & M"' Hunt dated on y* 17th of June ; y* former 
was impatiently waiting y" arrival of y" Wasp sloop of 
war with y* ultimate instructions of the President. The 
refusal of y* treaty has caused some sensation in Engl^, & 
they will probably adopt a line of conduct as hostile as 
they dare; many of our vessels have been taken & those 
Vi°^ were engaged in a trade to S° America, they have 
declared to be in a state of blockade, have been con- 
demned. It is publicly s^ I understand, that our trade 
has become so great that it ought to excite y' jealousy 
of y* British nation ; & that it ought to be curtailed : 
whether this will be y" language when y' news of y" late 
defeat of y^ Russians shall arrive in Engl'* I cant say. I 
am inclined to believe, that their conduct will be vexa- 
tious to our commerce, & as destructive to it as our 
patience will allow, but they will steer clear of open 
hostilities. 

As soon as y' dispatches w'* I expect by y' Wasp shall 
arrive, I shall take a journey of a fortnight or three 
weeks & return to Paris, but any letters or information 
w"* you may forward will find me thro M' Barnet. 

I thank you for the information given by M' Young, but 
I still hope he will not relax in his enquiries, notwith- 
standing I am confident that y* land scheme has been 
suspended. 

M'^ Sullivan has returned from Switzerland ; his brother 
who was accidentally killed by the discharge of a pistol 
was named W° Bant S. Enclosed you will rec" a letter 
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from M' Hunt who was on y^ point of embarking for y" 
U. S. when M' Dorr left Eiigl^. My family all join me in 
regards. 

Believe, d' Sir, very faithfully yours, &c% &o\ 
Fakis, July lat, 1807. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEOEGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Erving, Esq". 

Mt dear Sir, — I am glad to observe by your letter 
of y" 21st ult", that M' Madison's dispatch has at length 
reached you, & that you have presented a note upon the 
subject of it to y" governm* of Spain. I sh* be glad to 
have a copy of it, & of your correspond", if you can send 
it conveniently ; M' Merriault will doubtless take charge 
of your letters to me. 

In regard to my taking a journey, my health actually 
. calls for it, & I shall not relinquish y* design without 
a prospect of doing something to efEect. I have kept 
myself a prisoner here nearly two years in a most ex- 
traordinary situation putting up with every indignity as 
a minister, in hopes that some benefit might accrue there- 
from to our country ! and I am sorry to add that there 
seems to be little prospect of a change ! The Wa^p how- 
ever i^ probably arrived at the Texel, & I expect in a 
few da3's to see M'' Rittenhouse of Phil' who is charged 
with dispatches both to Gen, A. & me. The report of 
y' day is that y" Emperor is expected at Paris at the 
latter end of y" month, and that he will bring with him 
the treaty of peace upon the continent. England, it is 
s^, will not be included in it; so that we may soon hope 
to know how far this gov' will interfere with her good 
offices in y' adjustm* of our disputes with Spain. I beg 
you will give me y' anecdotes you mention on y* subject 
of the speculations you have found out and if you can 
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ascertain y" views of y" Spanish gov' in regard to y* pro- 
posed negotiation or to this or our own gov*% it will 
render an essential service: it will be important also to 
know in case of impedim^ being thrown in y" way of y^ 
negotiations, whether they spring from this or the Span- 
ish gov' & what steps ought to be taken to remove them ? 
I have heard nothing lately of Isqui o ; is he at Ma- 
drid or Paris ? & is it probable that he will be y^ minister 
to negotiate in case a negotiation sh'* take place ? Let 
ine know also how yon stand with your old friend ? you 
know who I mean. Pray keep me informed upon these 
or any other points w"* you may consider interesting. 

I have just rec'* letters from Boston to y^ 25 of May ; 
they contain nothing particularly important, except that 
Judge Sullivan is chosen Governor, & that Judge Lewis 
& all the Livingstons are thrown out of office in y" state 
of N. York. Similar changes are likely to take place in 
Pensilvanla : these things have the appearance, as it is 
s'', of introducing Gov"' Clinton to y* chair of y' U, S. at 
y" next election ; but who will be y" next Presid' I con- 
ceive to be quite uncertain. Our friends at Boston were 
generally well, except my sister who had been indisposed 
& was recovering. 

My family all desire to be particularly remembered to 
you. Believe me always with great regard, d' Sir, very 
sincerely yours, &c', &c'. 

Paris, July 9th, 1807. 



THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Washington, July 10, 07. 
Dear Sir, — I wrote you on the lO* of July, 06, but 
supposing from your not acknoleging the receipt of tbe 
letter, that It had miscarried, I sent a duplicate with my 
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subsequent one of Apr. 2 ; these having gone by the 
Wasp, you will doubtless have recieved them. Since that, 
yours of May 1 is come to hand. You will see by the 
dispatches from the Department of State carried by the 
armed vessel the Revenge, into what a critical state our 
peace with Gr. Britain is suddenly brought by their 
armed vessels in our waters. Four vessels of war (3 of 
them two-deckers) closely blockade Norfolk at this in- 
stant; of the authority under which this aggression is 
committed their minister here is unapprised. You will 
see by the proclamation of July 2 that (while we are not 
omittiog such measures of force as are immediately neces- 
sary) we propose to give Gr. Br. an opportunity of dis- 
avowal & reparation, and to leave the question of war, 
non-intercourse, or other measures, uncommitted to the 
legislature. This country has never been in such a state 
of excitement since the battle of Lexington. In this 
state of things cordial friendship with France & peace 
at least with Spain become more interesting. You know 
the circumstances respecting this hist power, which have 
rendered it ineligible that yon should have proceeded 
- heretofore to your destination, but this obstacle is now 
removed by their recall of Yrujo & appointment of 
another minister, & in the mean time of a charg^ des 
affaires, who has been recieved. The way being now 
open for taking your station at Madrid, it is certainly 
our wish you should do so, and that this may be more 
agreeable to you than your return home, as is sollicited 
in yours of May 1. It is with real unwillingness we 
should relinquish the benefit of your services ; neverthe- 
less if your mind is decidedly bent on that we shall 
regret, but not oppose your return. The choice there- 
fore remains with yourself. In the mean time your 
place in the joint commission being vacated by either 
event, we shall take the measures rendered necessary 
by that. We have seen with real grief the misunder- 
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standing which has taken place between yourself & Gen' 
Armstrong. We are neither qualified nor disposed to 
form an opinion between you. We regret the pain 
which must have been felt by persons both of whom 
hold so high a place in our esteem, and we have not 
been without fear that the public interest might suffer 
by it. It has seemed, however, that the state of Europe 
has been such as to admit little to be done in matters 
so distant from them. 

The present alarm has had the effect of suspending 
our foreign commerce. No merchant ventures to send 
out a single vessel; and I think it probable that this will 
continue very much the case till we get an answer from 
England. Our crops are uncommonly plentiful. That 
of small grain is now secured south of this ; and the 
harvest is advancing here. Accept my salutations & 
assurances of affectionate esteem & respect. 

TH: jEFPEESOlf. 

M" BOWDOIN. 



JAMES MADISON TO JOHN ARMSTRONG AND 

JAMES BOWDOIN.* 

Department of State, July 15"', 1807. 
Gentlemen, — The enclosed copy of a proclamation 
of the President will inform you of a late extraordinary 
hostility and insult committed by a British ship of war on 
a frigate of the U. S. near the Capes of Virginia, and of 
the measure taken by the President in consequence of 
the outrage. The subsequent proceedings of the British 

• A " duplicate '■ origioal of this letter, signed by Mr. Madiaon, is in The Bowdoin and 
Temple Papers. It is almost wholly in cipher. The "copy" is not in Bowdoin's hand, 
but it was doubtless made under hla direction (o enable him to read the despatch more 
easily, and to he sent to Mr. Erving. It is in the same hand and on the same sheet of 
paper as the two short notes which follow. — Eds. 
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squadron in our waters have borne a like stamp of hos- 
tility ; and altho' it may be found that these provocations 
have not issued from or may be disavowed and expiated 
by the British government it may also be found that the 
U. S. must take on themselves the reparation that is due 
them. For this event it is necessary to be prepared ; as 
well with a view to our finances as to other resources 
and arrangements. In this state of things the President, 
taking into consideration the objections to an application 
of the public funds to objects not immediately connected 
with the public safety, instructs you to suspend the nego- 
tiation for the purchase of the Floridas, unless it shall be 
agreed by Spain that payment for them shall in case of a 
rupture between Great Britain and the United States be 
postponed till the end of one year after they shall have 
settled their differences; and that in the mean time no 
interest shall be paid on the debt. You will of course 
understand it to be inconsistent with that instruction 
either to draw on the Treasury or to obtain a credit in 
Europe for any part of the sum allotted for the purchase 
of the Floridas. 

Should a bargain have been made for the Floridas, 
and payment stipulated as contemplated by former in- 
structions, you will press In the most serious and em- 
phatic manner a remodification of the terms which will 
adjust them to the instructions here given. Such a 
compliance may justly be expected in return for the 
advantages which Spain and her allies will derive in 
various respects from a contest between this- country and 
their enemy. It may further be expected that in con- 
sideration of these advantages to them, and of the gen- 
eral effect of a war or even of a cessation of commerce 
with G. B. on the pecuniary faculties of the United 
States, the price demanded for the Floridas will be at 
least greatly reduced. To this consideration it may be 
added that whilst the pecuniary faculties of the U, S. will 



, Google 



400 THE BOWDOIN AND TEMPLE PAPERS. [1807. 

be so materially benumbed in the event of a rupture with 
G. B. those of Spain may be essentially aided by the 
facility which that event will give to the corainand of her 
S° American treasures thro' the U. S. Finally is It not 
worthy of consideration that the introduction of hostile 
relations between the U. S. and G. B. may remove objec- 
tions hitherto felt by the latter, to enterprizes against 
the Floridas, and lead to a military occupancy of them 
with views very adverse to the policy of Spain. 

Should Spain still obstinately persist in rejecting or 
retarding an arrangement concerning the Floridas, she 
must at least see the necessity of hastening a satisfactory 
one on other subjects, particularly in the case of the Mo- 
bille, for the free use of which by the U. S. orders ought 
to be sent without a moment's delay. 

The President leaves to your own discretion the use to 
be made of observations of this kind, and entertains an 
entire confidence that your management of the whole 
business will be such as will best comport with the cir- 
cumstances of the crisis, and conduce most to the object 
entrusted to you. 

This dispatch goes by the Kevenge, a public armed 
vessel charged with instructions to our ministers in Lon- 
don, to require from the British government the sati.sfac- 
tion dne for the insult to the U. S. She will touch at a 
French port from which one of her officers will proceed 
to Paris. She will also return from England to France 
and convey to you from M' Monroe & M'' Pinckney the 
communications rendered proper by the conduct & coun- 
, tenance of the British government in relation to the 
U. States. The influence which these communications 
ought to have on your proceedings will depend on the 
tenor of them, and must be left to your own discernment 
and sound judgement. I have the pleasure to assure 
you that the spirit excited throughout our nation by the 
gross attack on its sovereignty is that of the most ardent 
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and determined patriotism. You will find sufficient speci- 
mens of it in the papers herewith enclosed. 

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, with respect and 
consideration, 

Your most ob. serv'. 

(Signed) James Madison. 

Their Excellbnciks General Akmstbong and James Bowdois, 
Ministers of the U. States at Paris. 

Below is copy of a Letter from Gen! Armstrong to J" 
Bowdoin 

(superscription) A Monsieur, 

Monsieur Bowdoin, 

Pabis, 17 Aug-, 1807. 

Sir, — As you expressed a wish in your note of the 1" 
ins* to have it in your power to make your court to his 
Majesty on his birth-day I did not fail to make the neces- 
sary application, but received a notice, that none but 
ministers accredited to his Majesty could be received on 
that day. I state this fact to shew you that your not 
being invited was not a consequence of any omission of ' 
mine. If you wish to see M" Segur s note communicat- 
ing the rule, it shall be sent to you. 

On the other and more important subject on which you 
speak, I owe as well to your personal situation and feel- 
ings as to your public character the most full and explicit 
declaration that I have no reason to believe that France 
will so interfere as to constrain Spain even to negotiate & 
much less to conclude a treaty on terms equitable in 
themselves and satisfactory' to the U. S. In other words, 
I do not believe* that the objects of our joint commission 
will be accomplished. 

I have directed copies of the last part of my corre- 
spondence with the Prince of Benevent to be made out 
for you & I send herewith a letter from the Department 
of State which came enclosed to me. 
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I liave the honor to be, Sir, very respectfully your 

obed. humb. serv. ,c.- j\ t a 

(bigned) John Aemsteong. 

P. S. You will consider this communication & the 
other which shall be made, as soon as the letters can be 
copied, as confidential. 

Ma BowDOiN. Paris. 

The following is copy of the note referred to above : 

Ges. Armstrong. '^''*' P'*"'^' -*«r 1='. 1807. 

SiK, — The long time I have been waiting here the 
arrival of the Spanish ministers to have been appointed 
thro' the friendly mediation of his Imp' Majesty, to dis- 
cuss and arrange with us the subsisting differences be- 
tween Spain and the U. S. makes me extremely desirous 
to know what probability there is of the friendly inter- 
ference of this gov' or that Spain will authorize commis- 
sioners to confer and to settle the differences between 
the two countries. 

As the state of my health has been on the decline for 
some time past, I feel great anxiety to return home, 
which I shall attempt as soon as the results of our joint 
commission shall be fully ascertained. I shall therefore 
be much obliged to you for such information as you may 
have upon this subject, and for any communications 
which may have taken place upon it between you and 
the Prince of Beneventum since October last, that in 
case there should be no probability of a negotiation to be 
opened, I may prepare to return to the United States as 
soon as possible. 

As I conceive it proper (my health permitting) to pay 
my respects to the Emperor upon his birth-day, I shall be 
obliged to you to procure me the necessary card of intro- 
duction from the master of ceremonies. 

I am very respectfully, Sir, your mo. ob. serv. 

(Signed) J. B. 
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JAMES MADISON TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Department of State, July 17*, 1807. 
Sir, — Since the event which led to the late proclama- 
tion of the President, inclosed in the letter to Gen' Arm- 
strong and yourself, the British squadron in the waters 
of Virginia has conducted itself in the same insolent and 
hostile spirit. Merchant vessels arriving and departing 
have been challenged, fired at, examined, and detained 
within our jurisdiction ; with as little scruple as if they 
were at open sea. Not satisfied with these outrages, the 
British Commodore Douglass advanced into Hampton 
Roads with his whole squadron, consisting of two 74'% 
a ship of 50 guns, and a frigate ; threatened by his 
soundings and other preparations an hostile approach 
to Norfolk ; and actually blockaded the town by forcibly 
obstructing all water communication with it. In a word 
the course of proceeding has amounted as much to an 
invasion and a siege as if an army had debarked and 
invested the town on the land side. It is now said that 
the whole squadron has left Hampton Roads in conse- 
quence of a formal notice of the President's proclamation, 
and fallen down to the former position at a small dis- 
tance within the Capes ; probably awaiting the further 
orders of the commanding Admiral at Halifax. 

The spirit and exertions called forth by the crisis have 
been truly gratifying. Volunteers turned out by thou- 
sands. The situations most exposed to predatory de- 
barkations were guarded ; and Norfolk was soon made 
Bafe by a judicious disposition of the Chesapeake refitted 
for the occasion, a French frigate which happened to be 
in harbour, and a few gun boats; and by availing the 
whole of the support of the fortifications in the vicinity. 

The grand jury, during the late session of the Circuit 
Court at Richmond, found bills of treason and misde- 
meanor against Aaron Burr, Jonathan Dayton, John 
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Smith (Senator from the State of Ohio). Blennerhasset, 
and several others. Their trials will take place on the 
3* of next month. 

I have the honor to inclose a private letter from the 
President, which renders it unnecessary for me to say 
more in reference to the considerations which personally 
interest you than that he acquiesces in your proposed 
return to the United States ; but with a wish to avail 
the public of your services at Madrid, if not disagreeable 
to you, and if there be no objection to this arrangement 
presented by circumstances in our affairs with Spain 
better known to you than to us. The way for the 
arrangement seems to be fairly opened by the late sub- 
stitution of the Chevalier de Foronda as charg^ des 
affaires, in place of the Marquis de Yrujo, and by the 
understood purpose of transferring hither the present 
Minister Plenipo: of Spain at Milan. 

In the present posture of our relations to Great Britain 
it is prudent to turn them as much as can be honorably 
done to account in our other foreign relations. In the 
joint letter to yon and Gen' Armstrong this policy has 
been explained as it applies to the objects embraced 
by the joint commission. But there are other cases in 
which Spain is counselled by her own interest to promote 
that of the United States ; particularly by giving greater 
latitude and security to our commerce with her Ameri- 
can possessions, above all with the important and con- 
venient Island of Cuba. I offer this idea for your 
attention and improvement ; and I pray yon to com- 
municate it to M' Erving, with such of the other matters 
contained in the dispatches now forwarded as it may 
be useful for him to possess. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect & con- 
sideration, 

Sir, your most ob' se*. 

James Madison. 

James Bowdoin, Esq., Sec, &c., &c, Paris. 
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JAMES BOU'DOIN TO GEORGE W. ERTING. 
G. W. Ervino, Eaft". 

Mt d' Sir, — I wrote to you on y' 9th inst' since which 
I have rec^ no letters from you. I avail myself of the 
oppty. of Cap' McCIure to write to you ; he is one of 
y* principal propr*" of land in East Florida, & is well 
acquainted with y" country. He has had a large ship 
cast away upon the coast of France, & has been engaged 
in claiming the property saved, w"'' is attempted to be 
proved British by some persons living upon the coast. 
The case is pending before y' C of Prizes, & as it is 
refered for a month or two before it will be examined, 
he goes in y* mean time to Madrid on some commercial 
affairs, where he has connections with people of some 
influence. I mention these circumstances that you may 
draw, if possible, some advantage from them. You will 
find him well informed & intelligent, & that he is well 
disposed to render any assistance which may be in hia 
power. He has promised to give me a statement of 
y' present situation of y* ports & harbours in East & 
West Florida, the depth of water & their general con- 
veniences for the security of ships ; & also his opinions 
in regard to the goodness & value of y" soil. These are 
circumstances on w""" we cannot have too miich informa- 
tion. As he will make but a short stay at Madrid & will 
return immeadiately to Paris, I hope you will write me 
fully on his return & enclose copies of yodr communica- 
tions to y* Spanish gov*, & that you will furnish me with 
all such information of every kind & nature w"*" may 
have any relation to our negotiations here ; and what 
you find to be y' real disposition of y Spanish gov' on 
y* subject ; particularly also in regard to the land job- 
bing scheme w'*' you mentioned in one of your last 
letters. As soon as the Treaties of Tilsitt are published 
I shall write you, as also when I rec* y" dispatches w"" are 
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expected by y° Wasp sloop, & w""" it is s^ is arrived in 
EngP. Expecting Cap' McClure momently to call for 
this letter, I have only time to renew my assurances of 
esteem & regard, in w'* my family all jojn & to subscribe 
myself very sincerely yours. 

Jakes Bowdoin. 

Paris, July 2V\ 1S07. 

P. S. Peace with Russia & Prussia was this day pro- 
claimed, but the articles are not yet published. 



JAMES BOWDOIF TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
G. W. Ekvino, Esq". 

My dear Sir, — I duely rec* yr. favour of y° 21st & 
notice what you observe concerning y* disposition of y* 
Spanish gov' in regard to the subsisting differences with 
y" U- S. ; and likewise to y' jealousy & apprehensions it 
entertains of this gov'. That these jealousies are not 
without foundation I am well assured, for I understand a 
force is on march with a view to enter Spain, & to revo- 
lutionize its gov'; indicision & half way measures are y* 
ruin of all causes in such times as y' present, & y^ Prince 
of P. with his duplicity & double conduct will be com- 
pletely caught in his own snares. Spain with her troops 
abroad & her resources exhausted will fall like ripe fruit 
before j' power & policy of this gov'. Portugal too will 
be reduced in her turn & be made to repent of her policy 
& connection with G. B, What will be y* fate of the 
Spanish colonies, to whose lot they will fall, it is difficult 
to suppose. Every thing seems to be giving way to the 
irresistible power of the Emperor, whilst G. B. seems to 
have lost her senses & is wasting her power & resources 
in useless expeditions & frivolous attempts ; at a time 
too, that her navy is making her enemies every where by 
robbing friends & foes with equal rapacity ! How the 
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U. S. will act towards her, whether they will continue to 
put up with y" plunder of their commerce, y^ impressra' 
of their seamen, & y* late capture of one of their frigates, 
it is difficult to say ! besides a great number of our ves- 
sels condemned in EngP, 18 sail of our ships have been 
lately condemned at Malta upon the most frivolous pre- 
tences. Or what our gov' means to do in regard to our 
affairs with Spain is equally out of my view. M' Eit- 
tenhouse has arrived in Holland, & I have reC^ no in- 
structions & y^ probability is that none has or will be 
given. I beg you will keep me informed of every occur- 
rence, and that you will write me particularly by M' 
Merriault & Cap' McClure ; perhaps you may get some 
information by sounding the Prince on y° subject of our 
affairs & y" appointm' of Commiss", &c% to confer, &c. 
My opinion continues to be that nothing will come from 
the proposition of our gov' & y* sooner I return home y' 
better. I have written for leave, & I hope to rec* in y* 
course of a month or six weeks. In the mean time, I 
shall aim to do what I can, but I confess that y" prospect 
of success appears to me small. I think this gov* is amus- 
ing, whilst it is amu[sed] with y° policy of our gov' in 
regard to Spain. 

Adieu, & believe me always with great regard, yours, 
&c% &c^ 

Paris, 7tli Aug', 1807. ^ . 

P. S. At the moment of sealing this letter I rec' yours 
of y* 2l8t ult". My family desire to be remembered to 
you. 

JAMES BOWDOIN TO JOHN AKMSTRONG. 
Gen. Armstrong. 

Sir, — In reply to your two notes of the 14th & 17th 
ins* you will permit to observe to you that as a public 
minister of the United States, altbo not accredited to 



y Google 



408 THE BOWDOIX AND TEMPLE PAPERS. [1807. 

this government, yet I consider myself entitled to tlie 
protection and to the consideration & respect of a for- 
eign minister, I understand it has been the immemorial 
usage of this court, and of the European courts in general, 
to extend the civilities of the court through the resident 
minister to all foreign ministers circumstanced & situated 
as I am. 

In this view the manner of being introduced & the pre- 
liminary steps necessary thereto, as well as the cards of 
invitation therefor, do not become mere matters of form, 
but have a certain significance and character attached 
to them very important to the government which we 
represent. 

A foreign minister, whether accredited or not to the 
court of the country through which he may pass, or 
may have occasion to sojourn or to reside on account of 
the business of his nation, is entitled to y^ protection 
authorized by the law of nations during his residence 
and to the consideration and respect due to the resi- 
dent, minister of y' same power. This is the construc- 
tion that the President has doubtless given to the law 
of nations & to the usages under it, or I am well per- 
suaded that he would have attached collateral powers 
to the commission common to us both, at least so far as 
respected the mediation of this government. 

How far, Sir, you have acted up to this constniction of 
the rights & usages attached to my commission of minister 
plenipotentiary near the court of his Catholic Majesty, or 
to y" extraordinary one in which I am joined with you, 
will depend upon the communications you have made to 
this government & to the cards of invitation you may 
have received on my account. If I understand it right 
the manner and style of your applications are fully ex- 
plained in the tickets you procured for me at the late 
ceremonies, which were directed to me in my personal & 
not in ym official character ; and I have reason to appre- 
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hend that M^ Segur's card to you on my account may be 
estimated by the same circumstance, 

I conceive it equally my duty to observe to you, Sir, 
that the history of this government offers few or no 
examples of a minister to another court, when passing 
through or residing at Paris on the business of bis gov- 
ernment, being refused introduction by y" minister resi- 
dent, to the Minister of Foreign Affairs ; and it is very 
reluctantly that I remind you, Sir, that although I have 
requested this favour it has hitherto been without success ! 

With respect to our affairs with Spain I am soi'ry to 
notice by your last note that y^ prospect of procuring the 
interference of this government seems almost at an end ; 
and it is sincerely to be lamented that this 'disposition 
could not have been sooner ascertained. I am sorry to 
acquaint you that by my last letters from Madrid the 
Spanish government continues obstinate, & is quite indis- 
posed to open a negotiation witia y' United States on the 
subsisting differences ; so that if the interference of this 
government cannot be obtained there will be little or 
no prospect of an adjustment; and the information can- 
not be too soon communicated to y* President. 

By the copies of y* papers you yesterday sent me, as 
well as by your letters heretofore written, there seems to 
have been a number of communications between you & 
this governm* respecting our affairs with Spain of which 
you have not furnished me copies, & I conclude therefore 
you may have th6t them of little importance. I shall 
notwithstanding be glad to be possessed of the whole cor- 
respondence since the rec' of our joint commission, & shall 
be much obliged to you to favour me with such parts of it 
as you may not have heretofore favoured me with. 

1 have the honour to be, very respectfully. Sir, 
Your most obed' servant. 

James Bowdoin. 

Paris, Aug' IDth, 1807. 
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JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGK W. ERVING. 
Geo, W" Esvisg, Eaq^, 

Mr DEAE Sir, — Since writing you on the V^ ins*, I 
have rec'* no letter from yon ; but I have rec^ interesting 
letters from M' Madison, Gen' Armstrong, & M"" Monroe. 
The first contains nothing new, altho it is couched in 
very friendly terms. The second contains very impor- 
tant information, little short of the absolute refusal of 
this gov* to interfere in our disputes with Spain. Here is 
what he says: "On the other & more important subject 
on which you speak, I owe as well to your personal 
situation & feelings as to your public character y" most 
full & explicit declaration that I have no reason to be- 
lieve that France will so interfere as to constrain Spain 
to negotiate & much less conclude a treaty on terms 
equitable in themselves or satisfactory to y* U. S. In 
other words, I do not believe that y^ objects of our joint 
commiss'' will be accomplished." It appears, however, that 
Gen' A. had made a communication which had not been 
replied to. My letter from M' Monroe, altho only a let- 
ter of introduction, yet by refering me to y° bearer, a M' 
Hall, for political information, I draw y" very favorable 
conclusion, that althS y* people of y" U. S. are very 
highly incensed ag" the conduct of the British ships of 
war, yet there is a prevailing disposition in y^ British 
cabinet to give y" American gov' the fullest satisfaction 
for the late outrages. 

Should our difficulties with Engl'' blow over, & there 
sh^ continue to be no probability of a negotiation with 
Spain, I shall go home by y^ way of England, & shall 
probably quit Paris some time in y* approaching autumn. 
I give you this hint that if you have obtained any intelli- 
gence, & sM hereafter, that sh'* induce me to delay this 
plan, I shall be glad you would give me from time to 
time y° earliest information of it ; or if I sh'^ be in Engl^ 
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that you would forward it in a manner the most likely to 
reach me. I conclude you have had y° American papers, 
and know every thing respecting y' conduct of y" British 
cruizers, Col" Burr, & y* other political topicks w"'' engage 
the attention of y* people & gov' of y" [United] States, 

M' SnlHvan has kept his bed with a fever for a fort- 
night past, hut is now hetter. The rest of the family are 
well, except myself, and desire to be rememhered to you. 

Believe me always with great regard, respectfully, 
d^ Sir, 

Yours, &c', &e'. 

Paeis, Augt 26, 1807. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
Geo. W" Ebtjng, Esq=. 

Mt dear Sir, — I wrote you on y' 7"" & 26"' ins*, to 
w*^ I refer you. Tou will see by the enclosed copies of 
letters what my present situation is ; that nothing is or 
can he done further under the joint commission, which 
I thank God is terminated or nearly so; it only remains 
for me then agreeably to y' President's letter to make 
my election between going to Mad'* or returning home, 
& I shall not hesitate in my choice, not having health 
to endure the journey to Madrid, if my services were 
required there. You will observe by one of M'' Madison's 
letters to me, that he requests me to communicate to you 
such parts of my dispatches as I may find useful. What 
he precisely means I sh'* suggest to you I know not. I 
take it, however, (first referring you to y" letters) that 
y' joint commiss" being dead, y^ minister at Paris & you 
at Madrid may make or receive proposals for the accom- 
modation of y" subsisting differences. M'' Armstrong saya 
France will not interfere, & you say that Spain is quite 
indisposed to any negotiation whatsoever. What else 
then can be done than to submit this posture of our 
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afftiirs to the gov* to determine upon y* measures neces- 
sary to give an activity to the negotiation 1 

If our difficulties with England shall be arranged, I 
shall proceed thither with my family to pass y" winter ; 
if not, I shall endeavor to proceed to y^ U. S. in y' most 
direct way possible the present autnran. The Revenge, 
armed schooner, sailed from Brest for Engl^ with dis- 
patches for M' Monroe on Monday last. The ministers 
in Lond" are directed to give Getf Armstrong & me the 
earliest intelligence of their negotiations with the British 
cabinet. I pray you to write me by the first opp*^ after 
receiv^ this letter & acquaint me with y" present disposi- 
tion of y" Spanish cabinet. The troops are daily quitting 
this city, & are assembling near Bayonne. I gave you a 
hint in my last of these niovem". M'' Sullivan continues 
unwell. My family desire to be remembered to you, 
Believe me, always with great regard, 

Yours, &c% &c". 

Paris, Aug, 29"'. 1S07. 

If you have any letters for EngP, you had better write 
them & send to me within 3 or 4 weeks. Mr. Barnet 
desires his regards. 



JOHN ARMSTROKG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

PARia, 30 August, 1807- 
Sib, — I have received your note of the 29*^ The 
letter endorsed Department of State and addressed to 
you, & which was sent to your lodgings some ten or 
twelve days past, did not come by the Wasp, but by 
M. Livingston, The Department of State will be able 
to inform you whether this was accompanied by other 
letters, papers & pamphlets, and particularly whether it 
" doubtless " enclosed for you a letter or letters from the 
President. On these points I disdain to answer your 
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questions & desire you hereafter to be more circumspect 
in putting them. 

I send you tke pith of my correspondence with M. de 
Champagny. This is all I think necessary to your ob- 
jects & al! I shall send to you at present. Should I 
receive a favorable answer to my letter of the 23^ (as I 
expect) I shall communicate it, hoping however that you 
may not think it advisable to convey it through any 
channel to his Highness the Prince of Peace. 
I am your obed' hum. servant. 

m John Armsteong. 

Turn over. 

81 Aagt. 

I have this morning received from one I'icheux (a deputy 
of Aron Vail) by the diligence a packet from the Dept. 
of State containing 2 articles for you, which I send 
herewith. 

Siiit of the correspondence 
between the Mill. Champagny 
& Gen. Arm Strong.' 

Paris, le 22 Aout, 1807. 

Monsieur, — Vous m'avec rapell^ par la lettre que 
vous m'avez fait rhotineur de m'^crire le 19 de ce mois, 
les notes que vous aviez adress^es le 12 et le 16 Juin, le 
8 et le 9 d'Aoiit, a M' le Prince de B^n^vent, et la lettre 
que vous avec bien voulu m'^crire le 13 du m§me mois. 

J'ai v^rifi^ que les deux premieres notes ont ^t^ r^pon- 
dues par ime lettre du 13 Juillet, qui vous a ^t^ adress^e 
de Koenisberg. Votre 3"" note relative comme les 2 pre- 
mieres, aux discussiona qui subsistent entre I'Espagne et 
les Etats-Unis, m'a donn^ lieu d'ecrire le 19 ^ I'Ambassa-. 
deur de sa Majesty h, Madrid, et de lui recommander de 
saisir toutes les occasions favorables pour porter les Mi- 
nistres des deux Etats k ne suivre dans ces discussions, 
qu'une marche amicale. 

* Uoigioal note in the baadmiting of General AcmBtiang. —Ess. 
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J'ai d^j^ eu I'honneiir de vous annoncer que d'apres 
votre lettre du 9, j'avais pri^ le Ministre de la Marine de 
me transmettre las nouvelles explications que vous 
desiriez, sue I'application du decret du 19 Novembre 
dernier, en ce qui peut concenier les Am^ricains. 

Vons jugerez, Monsieur, par les observations que vos 

differentes notes ont et^ prises en consideration, Je con- 

tinuerai de donner une attention particuliere k toutes les 

affaires qui int^ressent les 2 .puissances, et sur les quelles 

vous me ferez I'honneur de m'ecrire, particulierement S, 

celles qui tendront a resserrer davantage I'union des 

Etats-Unis, soit avec ses votsins et ses allies, soit avec la 

France. Vous m'annoneez que vous m'avez adress^ une 

nouvelle lettre le 13 de ce mois. Je vous prie, Monsieur, 

de vouloir bien m'en envoyer un duplicata. 

J'ai rhonneur, &c. ,c.. ,, r, 

' (Signe) Champagnt. 

Paris, 23 August, 1807. 

Sir, — I received the letter your Excellency did me 
the honor to write to me on the 22 of the present month, 
informing me that "in consequence of my note of the 
8'" instant you had written to his Majesty's ambassador 
at Madrid, and had recommended to him to seize all favor- 
able occasions to induce the ministers of the two powers 
to follow in their discussions an amicable course." 

While I offer to your Excellency my acknowledgments 
for this ready and friendly recommendation you will per- 
mit me to remark, that whatever may be its success 
it by no means supercedes the necessity of demanding 
in behalf of the U. S. an answer to the question so inter- 
esting to thera & so frequently asked, what is the 
western boundary of Louisiana? This question was first 
offered to his Highness the Prince of Benevent in my 
letter of the 5'" of February last, was repeated in that 
of the 12*'' of June and was afterwards presented to your 
Excellency in that of the 8'" instant. The government 
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of the tJnion will not readily perceive, why a question 
growing out of public treaties, founcied in public rights, 
and urged, as I hope, with a sufficient degree of decorum, 
should remain unanswered ? 

Is it supposed that an answer in the frankness which 
characterises his Majesty, would give to the Union any 
improper advantage? Certainly not. The U. S. ask only 
what belongs to them; they demand only their rights; 
they want nothing besides. Would it do any positive 
wrong to Spain? None. Like the U. S. that power 
cannot be injured by a free and faithfull exhibition of 
the truth. 

Could it in any way, or to any extent, be opposed to 
the interests of France ? This is impossible. France can 
have no interest more precious in itself, none more im* 
portant to her glory or her power, than that of strictly 
fulfilling all her engagements. In the present case she 
has stipulated that her title to Louisiana, was indisputable, 
and this indisputable title she has ceded to the Union. 
It cannot therefore be her interest to dissemble, much 
less to deny a regular and official exposition of it. 

Can there be any dificulty in locating the boundary ? 
Not the smallest. The discoveries made and possessions 
taken by France from the year IC'ZS to that of 1712; 
the Act of Louis the 14*^ constituting the province and 
declaring the boundaries of Louisiana; the sanctions 
direct and indirect given to these proceedings by three 
successive treaties (those of Kyswic, Utrect, and Ead- 
stadt), to which France and Spain were parties ; the 
possession, without doubt on one side or disturbance on 
the other, for the long period of 80 years ; the cession by 
France and acceptance by Spain (in 1762) of the terri- 
tory which had been thus held by the former ; the subse- 
quent retro-cession by Spain of this very territory in the 
extent it had when she received it; and finally, the 
transfer by France to the U. S. of all the rights that she 
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(France) had derived from this act of retro-cession on 
the part of Spain — these oircuni stances taken seperately 
and collectively remove all doubts which may otherwise 
attach to the question ; they establish the boundary fully 
and firmly and leave to his Majesty only to declare the 
result, and to the government of the Union to act upon 
that declaration. Under these impressions I hasten to 
renew to your Excellency this interesting question, what 
was deemed or taken {by France) as the western boundary 
of Louisiana when in 1762 she ceded that province to his 
C. M. ? The reaaonableness of the request, the right to 
make it, and tlie assurances contained in your Excellency's 
letter of the 22°^ instant, leave no room to doubt but that 
it will be answered promptly and favorably. 

I have the honor to offer to your Excellency the new 
assurances of my very high consideration. 

H. Ex. The Minister of Extbkiok Relations. 



JOHN ARMSTRONG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Paris, 30 August, 180T. 
If General Armstrong understands Mr. Bowdoin's note 
of the 19th instant, it was intended to assert or insinuate, 
1st, that the protection, respect, and consideration due 
to him (Mr. Bowdoin) by the French government have 
been withheld : 2d, That cards of invitation to recent 
festivities and ceremonies were sent to him in his private, 
not in his public character: 3d, That he was not per- 
mitted to make his court to his Majesty with the Dip- 
lomatic Corps on the 15th instant: 4th, That these 
grievances have arisen from an omission of Gen. Arm- 
strong in not having presented him (Mr. B.) in his public 
character : and 5th, That General Armstrong has con- 
stantly refused to introduce Mr. Bowdoin to the Prince 
of Benevent, late Minister of Foreign itelations. On 
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each of these heads of accusation, as they may be called, 
Gen. Armstrong will say a few words ; and, 

Ist. If either protection or civilities Imve been denied 
to Mr. Bowdoin, he ought to specify the cases. I know 
of none such. It were well that Mr. B. should specify 
also the kind and degree of civility and protection to 
which he may thinlt himself entitled. It will not, I 
believe, be asserted, much less proved, that Mr. B. has 
been molested either in his person or his property ; nor 
will it be denied that Mr. B, has had the civilities of 
the court. This very letter, under our eye, proves that 
cards of invitation to the late festivities and ceremonies 
were sent to him. It is true there might have been 
entertainments to which he was hot invited. Such were 
the dinners and suppers of the Palace. But will Mr, B. 
seriously complain of this ? If he does, I congratulate 
him on the state of his stomach: it has more vigor than 
I had imagined. 

2** But the invitations sent to Mr. B. were addressed' 
to him in his private, and not in his public character. 
This may be true, and it may be true also that these 
invitations would have been more respectful iiad they been 
addressed to " His Excellency, James Bowdoin, Esquire, 
Minister Plenipotentiary and Extraordinary to his Catho- 
lic Majesty." It is possible that this style of address may 
be among " those forms of significance and character " 
which (Mr. Bowdoin says) are highly "imporiaiit to the 
government we represent," and if so, Mr. B. himself can- 
not be more afflicted at this omission than I am. 

3^ That Mr. B. was not permitted to make his court 
to his Majesty at the last diplomatic audience is true, and 
it is also true that, to prevent mistake and misrepre- 
sentation. Gen. A. explained to Mr. B. the cause of this 
exclusion. So far however from accepting this explana- 
tion, Mr. B. with his characteristic delicacy and good 
manners places the order of his Majesty (of which this 
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exclusion was an effect) to the account o£ Gen. Arm- 
strong, and would insinuate that it was particular in its 
operation. The fact is just the reverse. The order was 
general and was intended to exclude all persons (of what- 
ever rank) not of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to this 
Court. Hence it was that the Spanish Minister Count 
Richteren {a person exactly in Mr. B.'s situation) was not 
admitted, and hence also the exclusion of near a dozen 
of German and Italian Princes, &c., &c. If Mr. B. would 
dismiss the ear-wigs that now approach and even mo- 
nopolize him, and who know even less than himself, and 
particularly if he would enter but once a week into any 
well-instructed society in Paris, he would get over the 
misconceptions and other errors into which he is now 
constantly falling both with regard to the French nation, 
the French government, and even the conduct of his own 
colleague. (See the two notes appended to this letter, 
and marked 1. and 2. They will prove to Mr. B. that 
the usages of this court make a distinction between 
ministers resident here and persons situated as he is.) 
4th, Had Mr. Bowdoin's memory been mor6 correct, 
he would neither have asserted nor insinuated that G. A. 
had neglected to present him in his public character. 
The public papers of the day will correct this mistake, 
they will shew that he ivas presented as Minister Pknipoten- 
tiari/from the United States to his Catholic Majesty. 

On Mr. Bowdoin's 5th complaint Gen. A. would remark, 
Int. That Mr. Bowdoin's introduction to the Prince of 
Benevent did by no means depend upon him. There 
were many other avenues to the acquaintance of that 
minister; and Mr. Bowdoin may recollect that soon after 
his arrival in Paris he made an attempt through one of 
these to obtain not merely an tnirodudion but an official 
intercourse which should exist independently of both Gen. 
Armstrong's participation and privity. 2'' Tho' the cir- 
cumstance just mentioned would have justified General 
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Armstrong in refusing his aid to Mr. B's introduction, 
yet it is a fact tiiat he never refused it. So far from this 
G. A. made two efforts to obtain for Mr. B. the introduc- 
tion he wished. But 3d. What shall we think of the 
reasonableness of this complaint when we find that Mr. 
B, has been actually introduced to this minister, nay that he 
introduced himself. In his rage to effect this object, and. 
heedlesa of the forbidding indications which offered them- 
selves in succession against it, Mr, B. (at a public audi- 
ence at which Gen. A. was not present) made his way 
to the Prince of Benevent, and announcing both his 
name and his office stated, " that he had been twice at 
his gate, but had been refused admittance ; that he 
seized this occasion to introduce himself, and hoped for 
the honor of a permission to see and to know him," If it 
were possible for Mr. B. to have forgotten this extra- 
ordinary introduction, it is quite impossible that he could 
forget the still more extraordinary reception it met with. 
To have lost sight of the pne would argue a total want 
of memory ; but to have forgotten the other would 
demonstrate the absence of every thing in the human 
character worth having. It is therefore impossible but 
that Mr. Bowdoin must remember it, and if he does what 
are we to think of his lamentations at not having ieenintro- 
duced to the Prince of Benevent !!! 

General Armstrong hopes that Mr. B. will hereafter 
look out for some new subject upon whom to discharge 
the irritations of ill-health or ill humor. He is com- 
pletely weary of being the subject of either. 

L'aide des Ceremonies a I'honneur d'informer votre 
Excellence que le Coi-ps diaplomatique est invito S. se 
r^unir Samedi matin chez un de ses membres, pour se 
rendre en corps & la c^r^monie de Notre Dame, 

II sera necessaire que son Ex, le Grand Maitre des 
C^r^monies connoise le lieu de reunion du Corps Diaplo- 
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matique pour qu'il puisse Tindiquer h I'escorte qui sera 
commimd^e a I'eiFet d'accompagner le Corps Diaploma- 
tiqiie. 

Votre Excellence recevra deraain les billets qu'elle a 
demand^s. La tribune destin^e au Corps Diaplomatique 
ne pouvant recevoir que Messieurs les Ainbassadeurs et 
Ministres. Les personnes atfachees aux legations et les 
etrangers pSsentis seront places ailleurs. 

L'aide des C^r^monies a I'honneur de renouveller ji 
votre Excellence rhommage de sa respectueuse con- 

^^'^^''^^^•*"- Dargainaratz. 

Ce 12. aoiifc, 1907. 

A SON Ex. LE Gekbral Abmstrokq. 

Turn over. 

Le Grand maitre des Ceremonies a I'honneur de pre- 
venir votre Excellence que S. M. I'Empereur et Eoi re- 
cevra le Corps Diplomatique dimain samedi It 10 heures 
precises au Palais des Tuileries. 

MM. Les Etrangers ne serotd poird admis h cdte audience. 
Le Corps Diplomatique partira da Palais des Tuileries 
pour se rendre h Notre Dame. 

Le Grand maitre prie votre Excellence d'agr^er I'assu- 
rance de sa consideration distingu^e. 

Ce 14 aout, 1S07. 

A son Ex. I.E Genkkal Armstrosg. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE TV. ERVING. 
Seo. W. Erving, Esq". 

My dear Sir, — I have only time to enclose you a 
copy of a letter I yesterday, i. e., y" last evening, rec^ 
from Gen. Armstrong & my answer thereto of this morn- 
ing. I refer them to your consideration & sliall give you 
notice of y" measures .w''*' may or may not be pursued in 
consequence thereof, requesting however in y* mean 
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while your sentiments & opinions grounded upon the 
propositiona w** I have made as well as upon y" note of 
3-* French gov' refered to in Gen' Armstrong's letter. 
In great haste, you will permit me to desist & to sub- 
scribe myself very respectfully. 

Yours, &c! 
Pakis, Sep. nth, 1807. 

Copy op Gkn'- Armstrong's Lettbr to J. B. 

Paris, 10th Sep^ 1807. 

Sir, — In answer to my letter of y^ 23 of Aug* last {a 
copy of w'* you have) his Majesty's minister of exterior 
relations has declared to me that y° only document to be 
found in y" archives of France w"*" tends to fix or illus- 
trate y' boundaries of Louisiana is y" act of Louis 14 of 
Sep., 1718, by w'^" y' province was declared to extend 
from y"' English provinces (the Carolinas) on y* east, 
to the Spanish provinces of old & new Mexico on the 
west, & from y" sea northerly to y* Illinois river includ- 
ing the Missisippi & Misouri rivers & all y" streams, 
lands, & countries watered by streams falling directly or 
indirectly into y" s^ river Missisippi from y* sea to y' 
Illinois afores^; that y^ eastern limit having undergone 
various changes before y' transfer by France to y* United 
States, nothing is to be infered from this act in relation 
thereto, but that with regard to y western boundary, it 
presents y^ pretensions & rights of v/'^ France believed 
herself to be possessed, when in 1803 she made y" trans- 
fer to y" U. S. Si are those, w*''' she did urge & w'' have 
continued to urge with Spain had she proceeded to settle 
with that power y" western boundary in her own right. 
I am. Sir, with great respect, 

Yr. most ob. liurab. serv' J. A. 

Paris, Sept' W\ 1807. 
His Excrllevct Grn. Armstboko. 

SlE, — I received your ill judged, imauthorized &, I 
might say, abusive letter of the 30"" ultimo on the 31", 
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and it was my determination not to have troubled you 
again with my letters ; but compelled by official duty, I 
proceed to such observations as occur to me grounded on 
your letter of yesterday. 

It appears to me, Sir, by that letter, altho' the subject 
of it is not 50 explicit as it might or ought to be made, 
yet I think it gives sufficient grounds on which to expect 
an amicable negotiation with Spain on those points which 
are very important to be ascertained & settled at this 
crisis. It amounts to a declaration on the part of France, 
that y" retrocession of Louisiana by Spain extended to & 
included the rivers Bravo & Sallado, as y' western bound- 
ary of the ceded territory, agreably to all the old maps 
of that country made contemporary with the French set- 
tlements and estabUshments therein. I therefore con- 
sider the path to negotiation & arrangement to be 
opened, and that Spain will no longer refuse to appoint 
commissioners to settle the disputes & to make y* ar- 
rangements necessary therefor. How far this event can 
or ought to be brot about under our joint commission is 
somewhat questionable. The President has order'd the 
negotiations if any had been begun to be suspended on 
account of the present posture of our affairs with Eng- 
land ; but as that instruction has reference to the pay- 
ment of money thro' the purchase of y" Floridas, so I 
think it is not incompatible with that direction & with 
the last instructions of M'' Madison to pursue a negotiation 
to settle the boundaries, adjust the spoliations, and to pro- 
cure some stipulations in favour of our citizens for the use 
of the waters of the Mobile & y" other rivers having their. 
sources within the limits of y" United States & passing 
through West or East Florida into the Bay of Mexico. 
These objects might be brot under my particular commis- 
sion as Minister Plenipotentiary near the Court of his 
Catholic Majesty, did my health permit me to take a jour- 
ney to Madrid. But as I have the President's permission 
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to return home, if I see fit, so I submit to you the propriety 
of joining me in a letter to M'' Erving, to request him to 
make tnown the construction that this gov' gives to the 
retrocession of Spain, and that the American commission- 
ers at Paris demand a definitive answer, whether y" Span ish 
gov' is willing to authorize commission" on its part to 
meet us at Paris to treat upon the several objects herein 
stated as above? In this case the Spanish gov' will be 
reduced to the necessity to declare its intention & must 
take the consequences of a refusal. 

If you think it will comport with the letter or spirit of 
our instructions So is worthy of attention, I will join you. 
in a letter for this purpose, and will leave it to your op-* 
tion whether it shall be drawn up by you or me. 

It is proper that I should acquaint you that as soon as 
I shall be able to discharge myself of the commission with 
which I am jointly charged with you I shall resign my 
■commission of Minister to y" Court of Spain & shall 
return home. 

I should be glad to receive a copy of the note of this 
gov' on which your letter of yesterday is grounded as well 
as a copy of M' Madison's last instructions to us jointly. 
I have the honor to he. Sir, your most ob' servant. 

J. B- 



JOHN ARMSTEONG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Paris, 11 September, 1807. 
Sir, — I have this moment received your letter of to- 
day. On the first paragraph of it I remark that both my 
letters of the 30th ultimo were written after the receipt 
of yours of the 29th. If, by several expressions in your 
letter of that date, you did not mean to insinuate that I 
had received and suppressed letters and pamphlets ad- 
dressed to you by the President and Secretary of State, 
you have been most unfortunate in conveying your 
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ideas ; and if you did mean so to insinuate, your conduct 
deserved even moi'e correction than it received. 

It appears to you that " the subject of my note of the 
18th is not so explicit as it might or ought to be nmde." 
Now the subject of that note is to inform you, 1st, 
That the archives of France contain no document other 
than the letters patent granted to Mr. Crosat, and dated 
14th September, 1712, which can either fix or illustrate 
the boundaries of Louisiana : 2'*, That these letters patent 
contain the illustrations which would have guided Trance 
in settling with Spain the limits of Louisiana, had she 
pursued a settlement of them in her own right : and 3'* 
That the boundaries laid down in these letters are from 
the Carolinas on the east to New Mexico on the west, 
&c., &c. Than the 1st and 2d articles of this statement 
nothing can be more explicit, and if your quarrel be with 
the third, you must permit me to suggest, that the de- 
scription it contains was not made by Mr. Champagny 
nor myself, but was given nearly a century ago and of 
course cannot be remedied by any censure of the present 
day. Indeed, from your own account of it it scarcely if 
at all deserves censure, for notwithstanding your first 
opinion that " it might, and ought to be more explicit " 
you go on to say of it, " that it gives sufficient grounds 
on which to expect an amicable negotiation with Spain, 
on those points which are very Important to be ascertained 
and settled at this crisis ; that it amounts to a declaration 
on the part of Fmnce, that the retro-cession of Louisiana 
by Spain extended to and included the Rivers Bravo and 
Sallado as the western boundary of the ceded territory ; 
that it opens the path to negotiation and arrangement; 
and above all that in consequence thereof Spain will no 
longer refuse to appoint commissioners to settle the dis- 
putes, and make the arrangements therefor." 

Now, Sir, if it but perform all this, I really do not see 
that we have any reason to regret its want of explicit- 
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ness. Your next opinion is, that "it is questionable" 
whetber we should or should not avail ourselves of this 
favorable circumstance to open a negotiation with Spain ? 
and after discussing the point pro et contra you come to 
the following conclusion, viz. : that though it be doubtful 
whether under our joint commission we can open this 
negotiation at present with Spain, yet that its objects 
being such as may be brought under your particular 
commission as Minister Plenipotentiary to his Catholic 
Majesty, you propose that I should join you in a letter 
to Mr. Erving, inviting him to make known the construc- 
tion that this government gives to the retrocession of 
Spain & demanding from it a definitive answer whether 
it will or will not appoint commissioners. On looking a 
second time over this part of your letter you cannot but 
see the irregularity of your inference ; for if the step you 
propose be only warranted by your special commission, 
and not by our joint commission, the signature of your 
footman would be just as useful to you as mine ; but, Sir, 
I must repeat (what on a former occasion I had the honor 
of stating) that whatever may be the scope of your par- 
ticular commission, mine does not reach to the making 
of any direct overture to the Spanish government in 
relation to this subject, unless that government shall 
have previously demonstrated an intention of adjusting 
the controversy by an amicable negotiation. 

With regard to the Mobille business (which is certainly 
very pressing) I consider the necessity of the case as 
taking it out of the general mle. The orders of the 
Secretary of State on this point appear to have been 
hypotheticated on a state of things which did not exist, 
viz. : Ist, an actual negotiation with Spain, on all the 
points in controversy ; or, 2d, the presence at Paris of 
some Spanish authority competent to settle this particular 
point. But inasmuch as no such negotiation or authority 
is to be found at Pans, and as the character of the busi- 
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ness is not less distinct than it is urgent ; so far ironi see- 
ing any impropriety in Mr. Erving's taliing it np, I really 
do not see how it can be taken up at present through any 
other medium. If therefore any sanction of mine is 
necessary to this object, in either your opinion or in that 
of Mr. Erving, it sliall be readily given ; and with it a 
certified extract from Mr. Champagny's letter to me of the 
22'* ultimo to be used or not with the French Ambassador 
at Madrid, as Mr. Erving's discretion shall suggest ; but 
by the way, the giving of this extract will be unnecessary, 
as I have already furnished him with a copy of it 

I have now given my opinion on the points submitted, 
and particularly how far I am willing to adopt your 
proposition? The declaration transmitted in my note of 
the 10th (having been verbal) can only be given in the 
form in which I sent it. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, with high consideration, 
Tour most obedient & very humble servant. 

John Armstrong. 

His Excellency M. Bowuoin, M.P., &o., &c. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO JOHN ARMSTRONG.* 

Copy, 

Paris, Sep' li"-, 1807. 
His Excellesct Gen. Abmstuong. 

SlE, — I received your letter of the 11'" ins' on the 

evening of the 12*^. It is true that I did not think what 

your letter of the 10"" announces to be an answer from 

Mr. Champagny to your note of y" 23* of August was so 

explicit as I thot "it might or ought to be made." My 

reasons for that opinion were that altho' M' Champagny's 

■ The " Copy " from which this letter is printed is in the handwriting of an amanuensis, 
and was sent to Mr. Erving. At the end is a note in Mr. Bowdoin's own hand. It is in- 
dnraed h.v Mr. Erving " From M' Bowdoin to Geni Armatronff, Sept. 14, 1807. Acknowl- 
edged by letter d«ted Sep. 2T\ in Postscript 80=^." Apparently Mr. Erving's letter ol 
September 27 was not preserved. — Edb. 
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description of the boundaries of Louisiana might be cor- 
rect as far as it went, it did not probably contain all the 
evidence which y' French gov' might or ought to furnish 
upon the subject, for the reason that I had often heard 
you speak of an old plan in the French archives on w""" 
Mr. Tallerand's name was inscribed, indicating the western 
boundary of Louisiana to extend to the Rio Bravo; added 
to which, I know that the boundaries of almost all y* 
French as well as English American colonies are ex- 
tremely vague & inexplicit, & rest more strongly upon the 
charts, maps & possession of the first discoverers & settlers 
than upon the letter of their particular descriptions. 

Your letter of the lO"* ins' also calls M' Champagny's 
answer a " declaration " which left me at a loss whether it 
was a written or a verbal one : that if it was verbal, the 
custom of ministers did not give authenticity to such com- 
munications, and therefore that Mr, Champagny's declara- 
tion c'* not be considered a public document, nor your 
letter grounded upon it used as such. It was under these 
impressions that I thot myself authorized to use the ex- 
pressions I did, which were only intended to suggest to 
you that a further and fuller explanation from Mr. 
Champagny might be necessary. 

Willing, however, to give the fullest credit to Mr, Cham- 
pagny's friendly disposition, as well as to your motives in 
making it known to me, I was disposed to consider your 
letter to be grounded upon an official document, & therer 
upon suggested to you my hopes & expectations of a 
negotiation as well as y" difficulties which might obstruct 
or impede one. 

The first difficulty which occurred to me was grounded 
upon my situation under our joint commission, which 
arose out of y* President's letter to me dated on the lO"* 
of July last, wherein after speaking of the situation of 
the U. S. in regard to G. Britain he says : " In this state 
of things cordial friendship with France and peace at 
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least with Spain become more interesting. You know 
the circumstances in respect to this last power which 
have rendered it ineligible that yon sh'' liave proceeded 
heretofore to your destination; but this obstacle is now 
removed by their recall of Yrujo & appointment of an- 
other minister, & in y^ mean while of a charg^ des 
affaires who has been rec^ : the way being now open for 
taking your station at Madrid it is certainly our wish you 
sh* do 60, and that this may be more agreeable to you 
than your return home as is soUieited in yours of May P*, 
it is with real unwillingness we sh^ relinquish the benefit 
of your services; nevertheless if your mind is decidedly 
bent on that, we shall regret but not oppose your return. 
The choice therefore remains with yourself; in the mean 
time your place in the joint commission being vacated in 
either event, we shall take the measures rendered neces- 
sary by that": &c., &c. 

Mr, Madison in his letter to me dated on the 17'" of 
July also observes, "I have the honor to enclose a pri- 
vate letter from the President, which renders it unneces- 
sary for me to say more in reference to y* considerations 
which personally interest you than that he acquiesces in 
your proposed return to y" U. S., but with y* wish to avail 
y" public of your services at Madrid, if not disagreable 
to you, and if there be no objection to this arrangement pre- 
sented hy drcimistances in our a_fairs with Spain better hiotvn 
to you than to us." 

It was these paragraphs of the President & Mr. Mad- 
ison's letters, taken in connection with our last instruc- 
tions of the 15"" of July, which made it questionable in 
my mind how far any negotiation with Spain c'* take 
place under the present joint commission : supposing 
that Mr. Madison had acquainted you with the general 
contents of these letters, I did not think it necessary to 
sooner inform you of them. 

It was with a view of meeting y* present crisis of our 
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afEaira as well as tbat our country sh'^ derive all tlie ad- 
vantages from it which it presents that I made you the 
proposition I did of joining you in a letter to Mr. Erving, 
that he might apply to the Spanish gov' to procure if pos- 
sible the appointment of commissioners to confer with us 
upon the several points & interests pending between y* 
two states, and as a motive thereto to suggest to y* Span- 
ish gov' the desire of this gov* to see a happy termina- 
tion of our disputes as well as y' sense that it entertains 
of our territorial rights & claims in regard to Louisiana. 
I can safely say that I saw nothing in this proposition 
incompatible with the views of the President or with M' 
Madison's last instructions, wherein he says " that the 
President trusts that our management of the whole busi- 
ness will be such as will best comport with the circum- 
stances of the crisis, & conduce most to the objects 
entrusted to us," especially as y' President as well as 
Mr. Madison had acquainted me that the circumstances 
which had rendered it ineligible that I sh'* proceed to 
Madrid had been removed : whereby it must be supposed 
that there c* be no impropriety in directing a communi- 
cation to be made to y" Spanish gov' on the subject of 
the subsisting differences. 

My proposition was made with no view to press myself 
into this service, but merely to fulfill a duty which the 
present crisis in our aEfairs seemed to enjoin. But if you 
still continiie to think that this gov' will not interpose its 
mediation & y" Spanish gov' not be induced to appoint 
commissioners to meet us, I shall take the decision which 
in that case I shall think necessary to pursue. 
I am, Sir, y' most oh. servant. 

Pakis, 15 Sep' 1807. I send you y* foregoing copy of 
my letter to Gen! Armstrong that you may be apprized of 
every thing w""" is passing. I have only time to subscribe 
myself very respectfully yours. J. B. 
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JOHN ARMSTRONG TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

(Copy.) 

Paris, Sep'lG"', 1807. 

It is a part of the last paragraph only of Mr. Bowdoin's 
letter, of the 14*'' instant which requires an answer, viz: 
" If, says Mr. Bowdoin, you still continue to think that 
this government will not interpose its mediation and tlie 
Spanish government cannot be induced to appoint com- 
missioners to meet us, I shall take the decision which in 
that case I shall think it necessary to pursue." 

My opinions on these heads are of the less importance 
to Mr, Bowdoin, as I have already had the honor of 
putting before him the answers of this government, ver- 
bal & written, to my several applications; and as with 
regard to the disposition of the Court of Spain, I know 
nothing, except what Mr. Bowdoin (in his letter of the 
19'" of August) has himself been pleased to communicate. 

I have the honor of offering to Mr. Bowdoin the assur- 
ances of my high consideration. 

(Signed) John Armstrong. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERTING.* 
G. W. Erviko. 

Mt DEAR Sir, — I have lately enclosed you copies of 
my correspond"" with Gen. A. w*^" I hope you have duly 
rec^ as also the copies of letters from y" Presid* & from 
Madison to me with a copy of M' Madison's letter to 
Gen' A. & me & also the copies of y^ continuance of my 
correspond"". Gen' A's last letter (16) rec'' the last even- 
ing I now send you. My determination being to quit 
Paris on my return home as soon as I shall hear that 
y' Prince of Peace continues in his late disposition of not 

rong'a note of September 16 
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permitting a negotiation to be opened on y* subject of y" 
subsisting differences on y* proposition of y* President 
under y* joint comm" entrnsted to Gen. A. & me. I shall 
wait with impatience your reply to this letter. I hope 
therefore you will not fail to write me immeadiately on 
the rec' of it, & to acquaint me with y* actual disposi- 
tion of the Spanish gov' & whatever you know or can 
obtain upon the subject of it, that it may not be said that 
I had abandoned the public interest, altho I had the 
, President's permission to retire. If you have any thing 
to send to EngP, or that you wish I sh^ procure for you 
while there, I beg you will acquaint me with it by the 
first post after rec^ this letter. In case there is no likeli- 
hood of a negotiation, w""" I can hardly hope for, I shall 
proceed from hence for EngP where I shall pass y* 
winter & early in y* spring I shall embark for the U. S. 
If I can render you any service you will freely command 
me. I am apprehensive that you will not find things 
as much to your mind as yon may expect, the tendency 
of our politics at home, as well as your connection if you' 
are to have one with 1501 do not forbode any thing very 
agreable. Observe to be very particular what you write 

either to M' M or 1501 ; be assured you stand in 

need of this hint. I am so oppressed with business that 
it is not in my power to write you on the subject of 
onr affairs generally or in regard to present political 
appearances. 

Believe me always, d' Sir, with great regard yours, &c'. 



JAMES MONROE AND WILLIAM PINKNET TO 
JAMES BOWDOIN. 

LoNDOS, October 10, 1807. 
SiK, — The circumstances attending the late aggression 
on the sovereignty of the United States by an attack 
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of an AinericaD frigate off the capes of Virginia by a 
British ship of war, the Leopard, are well known to you. 
Being an act of hostility, it could not fail to produce the 
most important effect on the political relations of the 
two countries. It was made the ground of immediate 
remonstrance to the British government, who did not 
hesitate to disavow the act and the principle on which 
it was founded. Our government perceiving the con- 
nection which that outrage had with the general practice 
of impressment found in it a new motive for insii^ting on 
the suppression of the practice, while it claimed of this 
government other reparation for the injury which the 
United States had received by so great an indignity. In 
obedience to the orders of the President this claim has 
been brought by AF Monroe to the view of the British 
government, and urged with great earnestness, but with- 
out producing an arrangement of the interest in ques- 
tion. The pressure has terminated in a decision of this 
government, which has been officially announced, to send 
a minister to the United States with full powers to adjust 
the business with our government. It is understood that 
this minister will be sent for this special object, but we 
have not been advised either of the person who is to be 
employed in it, or of the full extent of his powers. It 
is impossible, therefore, for us to form a satisfactory opin- 
ion of the result of the measure. We hasten, however, 
to communicate to you the actual state of the business, 
on the presumption that it may be useful to the United 
States, and satisfactory to yon to be acquainted with 
it. This letter is committed to Doctor J. Bullers, who 
brought US dispatches from our government, and who 
takes this to you by its order. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect. Sir, 
Your obedient servants. 

Ja' Monroe. 

James BoWDOiN, Esq"., &c., &c.,&c. Paris. " riNKNET. 
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JAMES MONROE TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

London, Oatf 11, 1807- 

Mt dear Sir, — Our joint letter gives you the result 
of the pression which I have made on this gov* relative 
to the late aggression in the case of the Chesapeake. It 
is determiaed to send a minister to the U. S. to treat on 
the subject with our gov", to which measure I have 
neither given support or opposition. The decision left 
me with'but anything to do, & of course at liberty to 
return home, w'' I am now preparing to do, tho the 
season is far advanc'd. We expect to sail in ab* 8 days 
from this time, having engaged the cabbin of a ship 
which sails for the Chesapeake, the Augustus, Captain 
Howe. I greatly rejoice that I am able to set out for 
my country after all the difficulties to which I have been 
exposed & distress of mind which I have sufferd. M" 
Monroe & my daughter unite to mine their best regards 
to M" Bowdoin & Miss Wintlirop. Be so good also as 
to remember me particularly to M' Sullivan. D' Bullera 
will supply in details of publick afKiirs what it is impos- 
sible for me to add. I beg you to be assured that I am, 
with very sincere regard, my dear Sir, 

Very truly yours, 

Ja' Monroe. 

Eemember me to M' Barnett. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO GEORGE W. ERVING. 
Gbo. W" Ebving, EsqE. 

My dear Sir, — I have had the pleasure to rec' your 
letter of the 12 & 19"" & 22^ of August, with the papers 
accompanying it by W Merriault, & also yours of the 12th 
& 16th Sep** by post. They shew what have been the 
.results of discussion between you & y* Spanish gov', as 
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well as the little probability there is that France will 
so interfere in our disputes as to procure the appoints 
ment of commissioners on the part of Spain for their 
arrangement. This important point is so fully ascer- 
tained that no doubt can be left on its subject, and that 
this gov' has been amusing 1501 whilst he himself has 

been amused with that scoundrel Pa s schemes of 

speculation, who has had the impudence to palm them 
upon a principal officer of this gov*, while 1501 has been 
the instrument of imposing them upon the President. I 
notice that you write to y* scoundrel, but I hope yon 
liave no concerns with him of any sort, or if you have you 
cannot too soon put an end to them. My situation here 
has been made as disagreeable to me as a worthless 
corrupt fellow could make it. Even my letters from y' 
President & from gov' have been opened or intercepted 
by him, and I believe that both the French & Ajnericans 
liere have but one opinion in regard to him, w** is that 
he is as unfit as unworthy of the place he holds. I thank 
God I have done with him, & 1 hope forever. I give 
you these hints to put you upon your guard, that you 
may not be drawn into a connection, or give him your 
confidence. M'' Skipwith you will find a man of honour, 
and both able & willing to give you any political infor- 
mation you may want here. M' Bamet will send you 
newspapers or execute any commission you may want. 
If you write to M'' Barnet you must permit him to charge 
you with the postage and the little Incidental expenses 
on any thing you may desire. I herewith send you the 
rec*' for newspapers that you may see how to give M' 
Barnet instructions relative to them in future. I pray 
you to give Alex'' if he is with you a guinea for a number 
of little things he did for me after I left London. I 
c'* write you on the state of our affairs, but I have not 
time & do not think it necessary. We have whispers 
here that Engl"* has accepted the mediation of Eussia, but 
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I don't know how to credit it & I have not much confid" 
in the quarter from which I rec* it. The Guards & some 
of the principal corps of the French army are on their 
march to return to Paris. I beg you to write me when 
I shall be in Lend" under the care of the American 
minister, or of M"" Tho" Dickason, as you see best. Re- 
, member that postage in Engl'* is a serious expense, & 
pray don't burthen ijne with bulky papers. I shall leave 
the few official papers I have with M' Skipwith, subject 
to your orders. I shall write you fully from Engl'* if I 
find a way open, of which you must acquaint you. M' 
Barnet will acquaint you with the day of my quitting 
Paris, which I expect will be in a few days. My things 
at S' Ander I suppose are on their passage to Boston. If 
you wanted any of them I am sorry you did not give me 
timely notice of it. I am now to take my leave of you, 
& to wish you prosperity & success in your official pro- 
ceedings at Madrid, and to assure you that it will always 
give me pleasure to see you in America, where I conclude 
you will find it both your pleasure & interest to pass the 
evening of life. M" B., my niece, & M' S. join me in 
best regards. 

Believe me always, with much esteem & attachment, 

""^' ''' ^''' Yours. 

Pakis, Oct" 11, 1807. 



WILLIAM LTMAN TO JAMES MADISON. 
(Copy.) 
Amebic AK Consulate and Agency, Lonbon, 
October 23, 1307. 
James Madibon, Esq?, Secretary of State, 
Washington. 

Sir, — As the practice of impressing our seamen into 
the British navy, connected as it is, or rather I should 
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eay exemplified as it was in the late attack of his 
Britannick Majesty's ship of war the Leopard on the 
United States frigate Chesapeake, had become a momen- 
tous point or Bnbject of discussion between the two 
countries, I deemed it would not be unacceptable to 
communicate not only every official but other informa- 
tion which this situation afforded. Accordingly I had 
the honour to address you in the premises both on 
the l"* and 14"* of August last ; which letters I doubt not 
will be duly received. And at this time I come further 
to observe that instantly after the particulars of that 
enormity were understood here there appeared a steady 
and constant endeavour on the part of this government 
and administration, and also amongst the apologists for 
the political transactions of this country to seperate that 
outrage, as wholly disconnected therewith, from the claim 
and practice which gave rise to and was the cause thereof. 
The absurdity of the conclusion sufficiently exposed the 
fallacy of this mode of reasoning. Will it be pretended 
that the necessary satisfaction for an injury or aggression 
is made imless the remedy goes to the cause. But sup- 
pose a division of the subject and that the most ample 
reparation in point of form is offered for that particular 
aggression, can it be the disposition of the United States, 
is it compatible with their honour and welfare, longer to 
submit to injuries so ruinous and degrading to their citi- 
zens, even to avert hostilities ? To me it seems not. 
And I will venture to say that whenever the information 
of this office is disclosed and made public the world will 
be surprised and our friends blush at our forbearance 
under such indignities. It is in this case as in all cases 

aid to General Sliepard. In ITST he was a member of the House of KepresenMtives of 
MassachuBetts, and ia 17S9 a member of the Senate. From 1T93 to 1T9T be was a member 
of Congress, and from 3796 to 1800 a brigadier-general in the MaBsauhuselts militia. In 
1805 he was made United States Consul flt London. He died in Cheltenham Sept. 23, 
1811. He W8B buried in Gloucester Cathedral. See Dester's Yale Biographies, vol. iii. 
pp. 619, 620. — Eds. 
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of injuries particularly between nations : The patient 
submission is considered as implying either want of 
power or spirit to avenge our wrongs and only invites a 
further aggression. And most certainly the truth of this 
axiom is fully verified in this practise of impressment. 
For this government, or rather most of its officers, from 
a toleration in such an unrestrained and capricious exer- 
cise of power seem now to claim it as a right, and in 
very many instances, particularly when in want of men, 
totally disregard every circumstance and evidence of 
citizenship or national character, accompanied with the 
retort of a disdainful curse for both character and coun- 
try; and in all cases the most frivolous pretexts, or even 
"suspicions light as air are confirmations strong," to set 
aside the best founded claims. In short the instruments 
of this brief authority play such fantastic tricks as to 
make e'en angels weep. Individuals who are impressed 
are often bound, starved and scourged into submission 
and a service abhorrent to their feelings and repugnant 
to their duties. There is not, at this time, I believe, a 
single ship of war in the British navy, whose crew does 
not consist partly, and in some instances on distant sta- 
tions principally, of American seamen. The testimony of 
a number of men discharged from a frigate lately arrived 
from the West Indies concurred in the assurance that 
four-fifths of her 250 men were Americans. And authen- 
tic information communicated to this office proves that 
about 50 of our seamen were on board the Bellona, 
Douglas, the Commodore's ship, in Hampton Roads, at 
the time of the attack on the Chesapeake, and that he 
knew them to be such, and even added, which in justice 
to him I must not omit, that in case of hostilities with 
the United States they should not be forced to fight 
against their country. Indeed every enterprize and 
naval engagement, the capture of Buones Ayres or 
-victory of Trafalgar, are pregnant with evidence of 
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American sacrifice and valour. The number of those 
now forcibly held in the British naval service cannot, I 
am confident, from the information in this office be esti- 
mated at less thau fifteen thousand, who are continually 
falling victims to a dangerous service and a keen sense of 
their wrongs; — this, too, in addition to the individual 
and national injustice of submission whereto I believe no 
nation can furnish an example, miiat justly be viewed and 
complained of by the other belligerents as at the least a 
sin of omission and passive infraction of our neutrality. 

The foregoing remarks and observations I have been 
impelled to add to the regular details and returns of this 
office, I confess, from a high sense of the wrong ; and 
also because I have constantly witnessed, especially of 
late, a disposition on the part of this government and all 
its apologists and apostles to keep this subject out of 
sight. They continually observe that Great Britain hath 
from time immemorial exercised the right of search and 
taking her seamen from private vessels. You would not 
surely, say they, therefore go to war about a few men. To 
this I reply, that this right as it respects all nations except 
ourselves is, on account of their language and manner, a 
mere dormant and harmless claim, a thing only on paper 
or imaginary, not practical as towards us;' the reason 
probably why it never was by them seriously contested. 
But suppose this right allowed, we have another right; 
which is to insist that if like Shylock (you will pardon 
tlie allusion) they insist on taking the flesh they shall 
not take a drop of blood. The right to take their own 
does not involve the right to take our seamen. Where- 
fore we have the right at the least to insist that the 
former shall be so regulated and exercised as to leave 
untouched the latter. 

Having said thus much relative to this important sub- 
ject of complaint, it is but just to add some remarks on 
the practice and disposition of this government in afford- 



, Google 



180!.] WILLIAM LTlIiN. 439 

ing individual reparation. And in the first place it must 
be observed the burthen of proof is invariably put on the 
part of the application ; and, on the production thereof 
and statement of the case to the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, it is by them disposed of by advising that 
the applicant is on foreign service and station, and there- 
fore that no steps can be taken for his discharge, or other- 
wise ordering a report by the admiral of the station where 
he may happen to be, particularly in the ease. And 
here again either rules the most arbitrary and capricious 
or no rules at all or pretexts the most frivolous and even 
subterfuges the most pitiful for the most prevail. At 
one time no sncli person is to be found, because perhaps 
he has been mustered by a different name ; at another the 
document or evidence is insufficient; or he has entered; 
or is thought to be an Irishman or an impostor or has 
married in Ireland, &c., &c., &c., or some one other of 
the causes equally weighty, and so numerous as to tire 
e'en Fabius to relate, and which to read, I feel, must ex- 
cite the most painful and indignant emotions. However, 
to yon who have so amply the talents of knowing and 
vindicating a country's rights or avengeing her wrongs 
a further recital will be unnecessary. 

But, although the right is admitted, the want of power 
to maintain it will, I foresee, be objected, and the imagi- 
nation, as I have witnessed on a former critical occasion, 
assailed with all the magnified consequences and evils of 
a war ; and even a bloody Indian warfare will be conjured 
up to add terror to the scene. And is it then intended to 
relinquish and abandon the protection of our seamen on 
board our own vessels ? Pardon me for putting the 
question. It cannot be. Sooner rather would I expect 
the determination to perish nobly in the conflict. No ; 
but Great Britain will finally yield to sober reasoning and 
sound argument and acknowledge or concede this right. 

But is there any precedent on record to encourage this 
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expectation ? And what says our experience of twenty 
years ? How stand the facts at this juncture ? Why, 

that the practice o£ impressment hath continually grown 
. and encreased with our long sufferance, and now is 
followed with I may say a shameless arrogance and 
effrontery ; just forsooth as if Great Britain were con- 
sidered the executor and residuary legatee of the sailors 
of all nations and the rights of the sea. 

There is, I am aware, another objection against decisive 
and vigorous measures on the part of the United States 
at this time nrged ; which certainly is founded in truth, 
yet nevertheless is not entitled to all the consideration 
commonly yielded thereto. It is this, that the United 
States are growing, and must consequently at some future 
period be better able to repel aggression and assert their 
national dignity. This, to be sure, I do not deny. But 
it does not thence follow that they are unable at this 
time. And for one I humbly presume to think that 
nothing contributes more essentially to safety and great- 
ness than a just estimate and regard for ourselves. It is 
indeed among the first of both moral and political duties: 
the non-performance thereof is commonly followed by a 
proportionate punishment or calamity. For a nation, it 
appears to me, there can be no sounder maxim than to do 
justice to all, fear none, and never forget their friends. 

However, from this contemplation of evils to ourselves, 
permit me to turn your attention to those which the ad- 
versary will have to encounter: — such as the loss of 
colonies and our commerce ; the decay of manufactures, 
with the declension of agriculture and husbandry ; the 
embarrassment of finance and deficiency of revenue ; and, 
finally, non amhignas spargere voces, a national bankruptcy 
and revolution. If even we but stay our hand the system 
here will be paralysed and cease to move. 

Thus you see, Sir, that in the event of a war this 
country will have little to hope (for she can only annoy 
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our commerce) and every thing to fear ; whereas on the 
contrary the United States would have nothing to fear 
and every thing to hope. For it must be remembered 
.that even in the Revolution war a French fleet sailed un- 
disturbed up the Channel, and a small squadron of two or 
three of our ships, under John Paul Jones, sailed round 
and landed several times, to the great annoyance of the 
inhabitants on this island, and thereafter defeated one of 
their squadrons and took several of their ships. What 
ought' not therefore to be calculated upon now ? 

Notwithstanding your so extensive means of informa- 
tion, particularly by M' Monroe, who at this time is 
about to sail in the Augustus for the Chesapeake Bay, I 
have thought it not irrelevant to the occasion and my situ- 
ation thiis much to observe ; and I hope the sincerity of 
the motive may serve as an apology for the effort. 

I pray you to be assured of the high consideration with 
which I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant. 

(Signed) W Lyman. 



JAMES BOWDOIH" TO GEORGE W. ERTING. 
Geo- W" Erving, Esq". 

Mt dear Sir, — Without entering into a detailed re- 
ply to your letters of the 23d of Sep. & of the 6th & 8th 
instant, the latter rec'' here, & the former y" evening before 
quitting Paris, I w'* observe, that by the Presid''" letter 
to me of the 10th of July, he seems to think that y* 
honor of our gov' had been satisfied in the recall of 
Yrujo ; & that I might proceed with propriety to Madrid ; 
if so, for what purpose sh'^ I proceed ? if not to enter ■ 
upon the business of a minister & attempt those negoti- 
ations there which c'* not & I believe will not be obtained 
at Paris. The President may appoint another minister, 
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& pursue the schemes of deception w"'' have been marked 
out for him by 1501, & his motley coadjutors ; but nothing 
but an extreme case will give such a treaty as will be 
desired & accepted by the U. S. The chapter of accid" 
may produce one ; but regular & progressive negotialion 
grounded on the motives & interests of y" respective 
parties will not; that is, thro a French mediation without 
the intervention of special & particular causes. 

With respect to another point on which you request 
explanation I w'* only observe that you will probably 
find the man of whom you enquire & of whom 1 have 
given you a hint does not deserve your confid'^* : he is a 
candidate for — & will pursue all means, /ms ant nefas to 
obtain his object ; and you may be assured he cannot 
bear the man who is supposed to have the least regard 
for your friend lately in Lend". This unpardonable sin 
you have committed, & you may rest assured it will not be 
forgiven, whatever you may suppose to the contrary I This 
sufficiently explains the hint given in respect to one man, 
whilst I must suppose you cannot give your confid"^ to 
the other; you must however be guarded ag'* his tricks & 
deceptions & prevent your correspond™ except with him- 
self, from passing thro his hands; for you may be assured 
it will be read or purloined : this is what I have experi- 
enced & you have nothing better to expect from him ! 

M' Monroe wrote me the 11th instant from London & 
he expected to embark in the Augustus, Cap' Hawes, in 
8 days ; no treaty or concessions have been made by the 
British gov*, & they send out a minister specially to treat 
at Washington ; so that no hostilities will be expected 
until the result of y^ negotiation is had. Write me by 
every opp*^ under cover to M' Pinkney, or of Tho' Dicka- 
son, juh''. My last letter to you was dated the 11 ins* at 
Paris. Adieu & believe me always with great regard, in 
W my family join. y„u„^ fc.. 

Cheubodrg, Oct 26'", 1807. 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

MoNTicELLO, May 29, 08. 
Dear Sir, — I recieved the favor of your letter written 
soon after your arrival a little before I left Washington, 
& during a press of business preparatory to my departure 
on a short visit to tins place. This has prevented my 
earlier congratulations to you on your safe return to your 
own country. There, judging from my own experience, 
you will enjoy much more of the tranquil happiness of 
life than is to be found in the noisy scenes of the great 
cities of Europe. I am also aware that you had at Paris 
additional causes of disquietude. These seem inseparable 
from public life, and indeed are the greatest discourage- 
ments to entering into or continuing in it. Perhaps 
however they sweeten the hour of retirement and secure 
us from all dangers of regret. On the subject of that 
disquietude, it is proper for me only to say that however 
imfortunate the incident T found in it no cause of dis- 
satisfaction with yourself, nor of lessening the esteem 
I entertain for your virtues & talents ; & had it not- 
been disagreeable to yourself I should have been well 
pleased that you could have proceeded on your original 
destination. 

While I thank you for the several letters I recieved 
from you during your absence, I have to regret the mis- 
carriage of some of those I wrote you. Not having my 
papers here I cannot cite their dates by memory ; but 
they shall be the subject of another letter on my return 
to Washington. 

You find us on your return in a crisis of great difficulty. 
An embargo had by the course of events become the only 
peaceable card we had to play. Should neither peace 
nor a revocation of the decrees & orders in Europe take 
place the day cannot be distant when that will cease to be 
preferable to open hostility. Nothing just or temperate 
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has been omitted on our part to retard or to avoid this 
unprofitable alternative. Our situation will be the more 
singular, as we may have to chuse between two enemies 
who have both furnished cause of war. With one of them 
we could never come into contact; with the other great 
injuries maj be mutually inflicted k recieved. Let us 
still hope to avoid, while we prepare to meet them. 

Hoping you will find our cloudless skies & benign 
climate more favorable to your health than those of 
' Europe, I pray you to accept my friendly salutations k 
assurances of great esteem & consideration. 

Th : Jefferson. 
M' BowDOrs. 



JAMES BOWDOIN TO HENlir DEARBORN. 



I HASTEN, my dear Sir, to thank yon for your friendly 
& obliging letter of y^ 28th ult" ; & I am extremely sorry 
that the salutary measure of y* Embargo meets so much 
opposition in this State : it is certainly a call upon y' 
patriotism of the country to submit to it with patience, 
to give it a fair experiment to prove its effects upon the 
belligerent nations to induce them to respect our flag & 
our commercial rights under y" acknowledged law of 
nations. 

The British orders of council, notwithstanding what is 
suggested on y' face of them, were not called for to retal- 
iate the Berlin decree, which proved a nugatory measure 
for nearly twelve months, & might probably have con- 
tinued so for a longer time, had it not have derived force 
& effect from y' measures of y' British cabinet: the infer- 
ence therefore is that to retaliate the French decree, 
although the ostensible, wa.s not tiie real ground of y' 
orders. Gobbet's Kegister & some of y" ministerial para- 
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phleteers better explain the reasons on which they were 
issued, when they suggest that y' orders are well calculated 
to try the question of maritime dominion & to levy a confribu- 
tion upon the commerce of other nations ; it is on this ground 
the people of England have been invited to submit with 
patience ■& firmness to the privations they are suffering 
from the loss of their coiumerce. Whether France & her 
dependences or England can best endure the privations 
incident to a loss of foreign commerce is questionable 
among the European politicians : my prevailing opinion 
is that y" English cabinet will be obliged to give way in 
y" course of a few months, unless British manufactures 
sh'* find vent thrS fraudulent means in the countries from 
which they are by law excluded. I consider all nations 
at issue with England on the question of her maritime 
dominion J — unfortunately it is blended with another 
question qiute as difficult & dangerous to Europe, if 
not to the U. S., which arises from y" extension of y* 
power & dominion of France. Did France combine y' 
naval power of England with her own by land the world 
I fear w* prove too feeble to set bounds to her ambition! 
I know not what assurances the administration has rec'* of 
a probable change of policy in the French cabinet towards 
y* U. S. ; but sure I am that suggestions of the sort from 
whatever quarter rec"^ ought to be cautiously relied on. 
Without y" repeal of the British orders of council, or a 
general change in y'' system of exclusion of British com- 
merce from the continent of Europe, it w* be quite in- 
consistent with the general policy of that system to 
except therefrom the commerce of the U. S., or sh^ the 
British orders of council be repealed, it might be even 
questionable, whether y* French cabinet will change or 
modify its system in favour of England, whatever it may 
do in regard to the U. S. I fully stated to you my opin- 
ion as to the general policy of the U. S. the last fall. I 
still refer you to that letter, & shall expect with impa- 
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tience the pleasure of soon seeing & conversing with you 
here. M" Bowdoin joins me in respectful complim" to 
you & M"^ Dearborn. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, with great esteem & regard, 
Yr. most ob. servant, 

J. Bowdoin. 

Boston, June 5'", 1808, 

P. S. I wrote to M' Madison y* morning after my ar- 
rival & enclosed him M'' Pinkney's dispatches. I sh'* 
have written y* Presid' ere this, but I have been sep- 
arated from my papers by living with Lady Temple until 
y* day before yesterday. This circumstance added to 
the presence of all kinds of business consequent upon re- 
establishing myself after so long an absence, must plead 
my apology. 



GEORGE W. ERVING TO JAMES BOWDOIN. 

Madrid, Aug* 27-^, 1808. 
To THE Honorable James Bowdoin. 

My deak Sir, — A very favorable occasion of writing 
to the United States by the ship Leonidas, which has 
brought government stores to Algeirs, presenting itself I 
cannot but profit of an advantage, in these times so rare, 
of paying my respects to you & M" Bowdoin, who I am 
very glad to hear have both safely arrived in our happy 
country. Perhaps duly to estimate the advantages which 
as a nation we possess it is necessary to have resided in 
Europe, or at least to have passed over it with some at- 
tention ; hence we have so many unquiet spirits. I wish 
that some patriotic old gentleman like Tom Boylston 
woud leave his wealth to establish a fund for paying the 
expences of their travelling. For myself at least I am 
certain that I am now by far a better citizen than I shoud 
have been if I had remained at home. 



, Google 



1808.] GEORGE W. EKVINQ. 447 

If I was very glad when you determined to return to 
the United States what has lately passed on this theatre 
has added most abundantly to the motives for congratu- 
lating you on having taken that decision ; — such a course 
of events! — I wont characterize them further than to 
say that no country in this revolutionary age has experi- 
ienced more rapid, more extraordinary & more disagree- 
able changes ; we have been under military government, 
■people government, & altogether without government; 
these have each of them been duly attended by the suite 
of evils which respectively belong to them. Thank God, 
at present there is the best prospect of a regular orderly 
state of things. The representatives from the provinces 
will meet here about the 10"' of the month ensuing & form 
a system from which there is. every reason to believe that 
Spain will derive important advantages, & such indeed as 
to leave but little regret for the sacrifices which have 
been made to obtain them. Prom the talents^ the lights 
& the patriotism of those men whom the revolution has 
brought into view every thing "may be expected. As 
during the course of these transactions the communica- 
tion between this & the provinces has been entirely 
closed, you have already received more details respect- 
ing their operations than I am able to give you. Suffice 
it to say that the French have been everywhere com- 
pletely beaten, in some places by regular troops, in 
others by half armed peasantry ; they have been driven 
from all their posts, & have left behind them all their 
artillery & baggage. The King Joseph has been obliged 
to fly, & may consider himself very fortunate if he shoud 
he able to get on the other side the Pyrennes. In addi- 
tion to what you will see in the publick papers upon the 
present state of affairs; this is a brief summary, — viz. 
The French have not more than from 6 to 8000 men left 
in Barcelona ; these are closely pressed by the Cataloni- 
ans & must inevitably be destroyed. The last reinforce- 
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ments which were sent by the Emperor to Zaragosa were 
entirely cut up foot & horse. The remains of his force in 
Navarre make not more than 3 or 4000. Palafox with 
near 20,000 men is close at their heals, & Navarre is also 
in arms; — hence there is no possibiHty that the 4000 
can effect a retreat. The Spanish troops from S' Ander 
under the Bishop have talten possession of the pass at 
Pancorvo; the French in pushing towards it abandoned 
Burgos with more precipitation than they did Madrid, 
they left not only their cannon & baggage, but in fine 
every individual thing, " their watches upon the tables," 
as a Spaniard told me; — it appears that they coud not 
force the pass & King Jos'" has returned to Burgos ; 
against which place is marching a very fine army of up- 
wards of 40,000 men from Gallicia; a great body also 
from Arragon ; & from hence.may be sent at least 30,000 
more,; there cannot be 20,000 French at Burgos, so that 
their fate seems also inevitable. In Portugal Junot is 
rather worse off, because it is impossible that he can re- 
ceive reinforcements, his army is reduced to less than 
10,000, & he has Spanish, Portuguese, & English forces 
on all sides of him. With all this I do not think that 
the Emperor will abandon his project; yet what is past 
does not seem to afford the most remote probability of 
success. 

The Danish, Dutch, & Sason envoys followed King 
Joseph. The Nuncio, Russia & Austria with myself re- 
main. Yet it may not be inferred that Russia is about 
to engage against France ; I rather think that appear- 
ances are in favor of the supposition that she will unite 
with France & fall forthwith upon Austria. The latter 
manifestly expects an attack from some quarter. 

You will see immediately all the bearings of these late 
events upon our affairs ; therefore it will be needless for 
me to enter upon that subject They require more than 
ever a steady helm. 
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I hope that I shall one day have the pleasure of con- 
versing with you at large upon all these interesting mat- 
ters ; but I have had a very narrow escape from an entire 
disappointment in my future prospects. On the night of 
the 19 July in returning to my house from a neighbour's 
I was attacked by two assassins; one of whom having a 
drawn sword in his hand aimed a thrust at me, in retreat- 
ing from which backwards I tripped against a stone & 
fell & thus avoided him, but on rising fi-om the ground 
he made a more successful push, happily not a complete 
one; the sword struck one of my ribs just under the 
right breast & made a wound of about four inches long, 
but did not enter deep ; the cries of a servant boy who 
accompanied me alarmed the assassins & they then 
escaped. 

The Council of Castile has taken a proper interest in 
this transaction, & used its usual industry to discover the 
guilty, hitherto without success ; an anonymous letter 
has pretended to indicate to me the promoter of the 
attempt, an Italian of a very suspicious character, pre- 
tending to be a citizen of the United States, & actually a 
French spy; but what credit is due to this suggestion I 
do not know; & am wholly at a loss to conjecture what 
may have been the motive of the'^person pointed out or 
of any other to kill me, & therefore rather conclude that 
the assassins were either robbers (tho they did not at- 
tempt to rob me, & I am assured that it is not usual to 
kill here unless one's money is refused, as in all other 
Christian countries) or that they mistook me for a French- 
man, for at that time many Frenchmen were disposed of 
in a similar manner. Be this as it iliay the case will 
not happen again ; it is a curious circumstance how- 
ever that a foreign minister in this court should be 
reduced to the necessity of always carrying pistols in his 
pocket ! 
I beg to be presented very respectfully & kindly to 
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M" Bowdoin, Miss Sally if she is yet a Miss, & to all en- 
quiring friends. 

With very sincere respect & esteem, my dear Sir, 
Yours truly. 

George W. Ebving 

[^Conjideidial.'] 

P. S. By this same conveyance I have written offi- 
cially & privately to M' M, requesting leave of absence & 
therefore flatter myself to be able to leave this in Nov'' 
or Dec', pass over to England if the state of our relations 
with that country admit, employ some few weeks there 
in settling my affairs, from thence go direct to Boston 
for the object which you know, for which purpose I shall 
hire or buy a vessel in London, & after passing a short 
time in Boston go to Washington, settle my accounts, 
and then — I have no ultimate project. 



JAMES MONROE TO JAMES BOWDOIN". 

KfCHMOND, Jany 17*, 1809, 

Mr DEAR Sir, — I was very sorry to learn by your 
kind letter of Nov'', the new disasters w*" had befall'n 
onr friend M' Skipwith. The -part which you imme- 
diately took in his behalf did equal honor to your heart 
& to his merit. He is an honest & in my judgment 
a much injurd man. As such he has strong claims on 
the friendship of those who know him well, and been 
witnesses of his hard fortune. The history of the trans- 
actions in which he has been engaged is well known to 
you. I possess a general idea only, having been far re- 
moved from the scene, and warned at the time by many 
circumstances that my attention could be of no use to 
him; but I know enough to be satisfied that he has been 
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greatly oppressed & injured. I doubt whether it is 
possible for his friends to do justice to him in his absence. 
I am incUned to think that he must return to his country 
& vindicate his own cause ; or not being able to return 
(sho'* the band w'" arrested be able to keep him abroad) 
do it by instruction to some friend here. The act must 
be his own for it to have the proper effect. It is a 
melancholy spectacle to see so honest & patribtick a man 
completely run down. It is however to be hoped that 
he will finally obtain justice, & enjoy that considera- 
tion among his fellow citizens to which he has so fair a 
claim.* 

Permit me to consult you on a subject which relates 
to myself. You have known my conduct abroad with 
the several governm.ents where I have represented our 
country and seen the difficulties of our situation with 
each. Your residence in France & England, and perfect 
acquaintance with our transactions with those powers, 
and likewise with Spain, by the superior opportunities 
which you have possessed from your official station, en- 
able you to form a more correct judgment on this subject 
than any other of my friends. You have seen me return 
home, after near five years service in the important trusts 
confided to me, not only injured in my fortune but prose- 
cuted in my fame. Conscious of havg. exerted myself 
with unwearied zeal & integrity to support the rights & 
interests of my country with each of those powers, I did 
Iiope that I sho^ have escaped these immercifiil attacks. 
My letter from this town of Feby. 38 last answers Jr 
Madison's critique on the treaty, so that I am not aware 

• For a notice of Fulwar Skipwith see ante, p. 309 note. In the library of the Histori- 
cal Society there is much printed and manuBcript maltsr relating (o his financial transac- 
tions, including the " M^moire pour James C. Mountflorence, Ciloyen des Efata-Unia, 
r^sidant en Trance ijepuia plus da dousM an». Deniandeur! contre Fulwar Sltipwlth, Citoyen 
des mSmcB F.tats, leur agent commercial a Parin.y demeurant depuia et si'ant I'annfe 179J, 
Defendeur," — a printed pamphlet o[ siily-lhree quarto pages, anilsereral other pamphlets 
relaling to the suit. In 182S, and al«o about twn ycHm before, he wan an unsuccessful 
applicant for the office of postmaster at New Orleans (see Memoirs of J. Q Adams, vol, vii. 
p. 201).— Eds. 
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that it will be necessary to add any thing on that sub- 
ject. My idea was, possessing as we did few means of 
coercion after pushing our pretentions as far as they 
could be carried, that it was wise policy to close on the 
terms of the treaty. I thought those conditions honor- 
able & advantageous to our country ; that the impress- 
ment interest was plac'd, by the paper of the British 
com" of Nov'' 8, 1806, and the explnnations w*" accom- 
panied it at that time, and afterwards when the treaty 
was signed, on qnite a safe footing; that the trade with 
enemy-colonies was plac'd on a very advantageous one ; 
that the navigation interest in the direct trade was 
equally well arranged ; and that other points were plac'd 
on an admissible one. You know that after the failure 
of the business with Spain, & our acquiescence under it, 
by opening a new negotiation with the French gov' in 
which new accomodations were offered, when a different 
tone might have been expected, that we had it fess in onr 
power to impose terms on G. Britain than we might 
have done if we had acted otherwise towards those 
powers. My idea was that it wjis important to stand 
well with some one power; and finding it impossible 
to come to any arrangement with the others, that it was 
highly expedient to close with the other on the condi- 
tions secur'd by the treaty. I was satisfied that by so 
doing we slio* improve our condition with France & Spain, 
& thereby pass tryumphantly thro' the war compar'd 
with the condition of any other nation under the sun 
& with that of the U. States in tlie preceding war. 
Had we adjusted our business with England, France 
would have perceived that by pressing us by new de- 
crees or by new explanations of that of Berlin she woulil 
have forc'd us into a closer connection with 'England, 
& that consideration would have indnc'd her not to press 
us. As it is we have got into a state of hostility, or 
what is nearly allied to it, with both parties, while our 
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interior is far from being in a, state of content or even 
tranquility. 

Among other iinfonnded imputations it has been insinu- 
ated that I had had some connection with the Repub- 
lican minority in tiie Congress, while I was abroad. I 
did presume that my conduct thro' life independant of 
the facts w" were well known of it in the late missions 
wonld have rescued me from such an imputation. My 
advice on leaving Spain had been (as given to Mr, MadU 
son in a private letter of May 24, 1805) to press the 
business with that power; and on ray return to Ijondon 
after the seizure of our vessels by G. Britain I advised 
the same course with her. The latter sentiment was 
communicated in an official dispatch of Ocf 18, 1805, 
in which I stated k answer'd the question "whether it 
was safe for us to assert & support our pretensions with 
both parties at the same time," by declaring that I 
thought it adviseable to act with each, as if we bad 
no cause of complaint with the other. Neither did the 
adiii" or the Republican minority take the course which 
I advised. The adni" pressed the business with Bntain 
on^,' & the minority was for pressing it with Spain onl//. 
Till after the disagreement between them, I did not know 
what course either party would pursue. I could not tell 
what course tlie adra" would take till it had adopted it. 
I supposed that it would take the one which 1 had 
advised, because it seemed to me at least most likely 
to succeed. It was not likely that I sho** anticipate a 
difference of opinion on a question of policy between the 
adni" &, me, and stimulate any of the members of Con- 
gress to attack, the adm" on that ground, especially those 
who had been & were in the constant & systematick 
habit of supporting the adm° ; for such it is well known 
had been the conduct of M"' Randolph, &c., to that time. 
Had I given such advice & it been acted on by those 
members, it is presumable that they would have adopted 
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my plan J the fact however was that they did not; it is 
equally true that they knew nothing of it, untill after 
they had taken their own, when niy letter of the 18 of 
Sep" above meiitiond was laid before Congress, It is 
known that when that communication was rec^ M' E. 
complained that it had not been sooner laid before 
Congress, as a knowledge of its contents might have 
produced an effect on its proceedings. These facts & 
considerations ought to have exempted me from such 
imputations, had 1 merited before the character of an 
intriguer & been remarkable for a false & hollow policy 
in my transactions with the world. It was impossible for 
me to express my sentiment on the part which the 
Republican minority took untill after it had taken, & I 
been advised of it. An opportunity was afforded me in 
that stage by M' R. to communicate to him my ideas on 
the subject, w"" I availed myself of, & can assure you that 
I did not hesitate to express my regret at it in as strong 
terms as a delicate respect for his character would permit. 
I wrote him two letters on that subject, of which I re- 
tained copies w^ I should be happy to show you, & which 
you would find to contain nothing to justify the imputa- 
tions alluded to, or which even the malevolent could 
censure. I have expressd in tho^e letters my opinions 
on some points, especially that of naval defense, in terms 
correspondent with those which you know I have long 
entertained. 

The above are the principal grounds on which I have 
been calumniated in this quarter, tho' it is possible that 
other charges may have been levelled against me else- 
where. The latter charge I have never notic'd in any 
publick communication, because I had flatter'd myself 
that my character wo'* justify me against it where I was 
known, and that the facts above stated would do it with 
every other person. 

I wish you to give me your unreserved opinion whether 
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there is any point on which I have been assaild by politi- 
cal opponents or others on which my conduct requires 
further explanation with a view to do justice to it in the 
eyes of my fellow citizens. I am far from wishing to 
injure anyone even in defense of myself, especially those 
with whom I have been long connected in friendship & 
political harmony. I presume that that is not a neces- 
sary' consequence of my own defense & I shC certainly 
avoid giving it such a bearing. Nothing however but 
indispensable necessity would induce me to draw the pub- 
lick attention to me in any shape at this time ; nothing 
but a deep conviction of injury & the advice of such 
friends as possess my entire confidence that I owed it 
to the vindication of my own character, and that it might 
be done without a possibility of injury to the pubUck 
cause. 

You have seen the correspondence between the Presi- 
dent & myself lately published. That document goes 
fully as I presumed to exculpate me from censure. I re- 
quested the publication of it with that view in part. I , 
wished also that my conduct in the correspondence, which 
preserved on its antient ground the relation of friendship 
with him, might be known to the publick, while it left in 
force my objections to certain measures of his adm". His 
publick life has been illustrious & useful, & I shall al- 
ways take great interest in his happiness. 

My family, in which my daughter unites her senti- 
ments to those of her mother, desire to be affectionately 
remembered to M" Bowdoin & Miss Winthrop. Her 
connection with M"' Hay was every way agreable to us.* 
To great talents in his profession & of a political nature 
& perfect morality he adds the most amiable qualities of 
the domestick kind. -We live near each other, a circum- 
stance which will keep us much more in this town than 

r. Monioe, ninrried Hon. George Hay, wbo conducted 
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we sho'* otherwise be. They unite in presenting their 
best regards to you & M"' Sullivan. I have heard with 
great regret of the death of his father, whose life would 
have been most eminently useful at the present epoch. 
Such men cannot be spared when the cause of which 
they are the ornament & support is in danger. 
I am, dear Sir, with sincere & constant friendship, 
Very truly yours. 

Ja' Monroe. 
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In the first part of the Temple and Bowdoin Papers 
(6 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. ix. pp. 480-482) the Committee 
printed from John Temple's rough draught a memorial 
addressed by hira to the Massachusetts Legislature in 
1782, with a suggestion that it might not have been sent 
to the Legislature in the precise form in which it had 
come into their hands. Since that time the memorial ac- 
tually presented has been found among some manuscripts 
in the possession of the Boston Athenseum. The varia- 
tions are numerous but not material, but as the document 
is one of considerahle interest and importancej it is here 
given in the form finally adopted. 

JOHN TEMPLE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, ETC. 

To THE Honorable the President of the Senatb, and to the 
HONOBABLB THE Speakeh OP THE HousE OF Eepbesentatives, 
Commonwealth op MAaaACHu setts. 



Honorable Gentlemen, — A direct & willful j 
having been advanced by a writer who signs James Sulli- 
van in a letter addressed to me, in the Continental Jour- 
nal of Thursday the 22'* ultimo, in which he says, that in 
the memorial I had the honor of presenting thro' you on 
the 29*" of April last, to the two Houses of Assembly, I 
have therein avered that I procured & transmitted to 
this country the well remembered treasonable & incen- 
diary letters of the late Gov Hutchinson, Oliver, & others, 
and that I had therein also demanded of my country 
a reward for that transaction, and the said Sullivan hav- 
ing also commented upon the same, in his newspaper 
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letter, as tlio' what he had so asserted were facts ! will 
your Honors be pleased to look into the said memorial 
now on the files o£ the General Court (copy of which I 
did not reserve to myself) and signify whither or not 
I have avered either that I did procure & send the said 
letters to this country ? or that I have demanded any 
kind of reward or compensation for having sent them ? 

In the memorial I had the honor of presenting to the 
two Houses I believe your Honors will find it set forth 
that Doctor Franklin and myself were dismissed from all 
the employments we held under the Crown of England 
expressly for our attachment to the cause of our country, 
and particularly for having obtained & transmitted to the 
State of Massachusetts, as the Brittish Ministry were 
pleased to say, certain original letters & papers written 
by the late Gov'^ Hutchinson, Oliver, & others, which opin- 
ion of the Ministry is so notoriously known to have been 
the cause of our dismission that I imagine the most aban- 
don'd to falshood will not attempt to deny it, but my 
memorial is totally & designedly eilent by what means 
the letters were obtained in England, or at whose desire 
they were transmitted to this country. 

'Tis not yet three weeks since I publickly detected this 
same M' Sullivan in as willful and perhaps a more malicious 
falshood when he asserted that I & my friends were hitter 
enemies to D'' Franklin; and I then took occasion to say, 
that " by what means the letters he had busied himself 
about were obtained in England, and at whose desire they 
were transmitted under certain possitive injunctions for 
tlie perusal of seven gentlemen only of this common- 
wealth, was an important secret not yet lowered down to 
the leveliof M' Sullivan's rank & consideration." These 
words I agiiin repeat, and I also reassert that when the 
time comes for unfolding this secret which hath excited the 
curiosity of perhaps more than half Europe and all Nortn 
America, the employers of said Sullivan, their partizan, 
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will appear in black. I assert this from personal knowl- 
edge, because D' Franklin consulted me upon every step 
lie took in that memorable & importaot transaction ! He 
shewed uie every line he wrote and every line written to 
him upon the occasion, & commented upon one of the let- 
lei's written to him, in which was an attempt to palliate 
the violation of his injinictions, with more asperity than 
I ever before knew him to discover. His correspondents 
were the Rev'^ D' Cooper of Boston, & the Hon. Tho' 
Gushing, Esq'', then Speaker of the House of R. One or 
two of their original letCers upon the subject I have 
among some papers I left in Europe, which by mere 
accident or casual forgetfullness was left in my hands by 
Doctor Franklin. 

I am very sensible, honorable Gentlemen, that the re- 
quest I have now made will be giving you some little 
trouble, but that manly & honorable desire of supporting 
truth, & of detecting faishood wheresoever they may be 
found, which must be predominant in your minds will 
powerfully & abundantly plead my excuse. 

I have the honour to be, with all deference & respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

J. Temple. 

Boston, 2* Sept', 1782. 
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